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ADVERTISEMENT. 

By a resolution of the Rock County Agriculturjal Society and Mechanics' 
Institute, the undersigned were appointed a committee to compile and su- 
perintend the publication of a Volume of Transactions of the Society from 
its commencement, and a brief history of Rock county ; comprising, also, a 
synopsis of the history of the first settlement of each township in the same. 
The committee, in entering upon the duties assigned them, did so with many 
mLsgivings as to the result of their labors. 

It was thought by some that we should not be able to avail ourselves of 
sufficient material to get up a respectable volume, and by others that the 
expense and Ask would be too great for the Society to incur in the present 
state of its finances, and especially as we were about to fit up new Fair 
grounds, which would necessarily absorb all our available means. — 
These objections seemed plausible, to say the least. But, on the other hand, 
it was urged that with the material already in our possession, and that 
which would be readily and cheerfully contributed by our friends, would be 
amply sufficient for such a book as the Society proposed to publish ; and in 
respect to the objection regarding funds, it was believed that the work would 
pay for itself; and another and more important reason urgad for its imme- 
diate publication, was, that the facts and incidents for the ■' historical part," 
unless secured soon, in a great degree would bo forgotten and lost past re- 
covery—that now " we can catch the shadow ere the substance fades " — for 
wo have the " living witnesses," the identical actors in the interesting dra- 
ma of the " first settlement of Rock county," living in our midst. 

So far as the first objection is concerned, the committee are happy to be 
able to say, they have found no lack of material ; but, on the other hand, 
have quite often been puzzled to decide what to select from the superabun- 
dance of matter before us, and that, too, of so desirable a cliaracter. Our 
duties would have been less onerous to have compiled two volumes, than to 
abridge and compress, as we have been compelled to, the material into one. 
To those gentlemen who have so kindly and promptly responded to the 
inquiries made of them, and requests to them to furnish articles for our book, 
our most cordial thanks are tendered. 
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That our friends will not find eiTors, and many things to criticise and ob- 
ject to, perhaps, we do not flatter ourselves to believe. But we crave at 
their hands, the charitable consideration that however much they may find 
which they beheve might have been bettered, they will attribute it to de- 
fects of the head, rather than the deliberate intentions of the heart. 

If there are excellencies and merit in the work, and we believe there are 
many, the credit belongs mainly to our numerous contributora, our labor be- 
ing confined mostly to the compiling and areangement ; and our sole object 
has been to render this volume a book of interest, entertainment and profit, 
to all those whose interests are identified with our locality, and especially to 
our Farmere and Mechanics ; and if we have succeeded in any measure in 
our feeble efforts to do so, we shall have accomplished the object of our high- 
est aspirations. 

J. F. WILLARD, 
ORRIN GUERNSEY, 
C. R. GIBBS, 
J. P. DICKSON, 
Z. P. BURDICK. 
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SITUATION, EXTENT, BOUNDS AND AREA. 

That portion of the great Northwestern Territory lying north of the paral- 
lel of 42 degrees 30 minutes, and west of lake Michigan, except a portion 
of said Territory lying north and east of the Menomonee river of Green Bay, 
belonging to and forming the upper peninsula of Michigan, and another por- 
tion lying west of the river St. Croix, included in and constituting a portion 
of the Territory of Minnesota, now forms the State of Wisconsin. 

The Constitution bounds Wisconsin as follows, to wit: " Beginning at the 
north-east corner of the State of IlEnois, that is to say, at a point in the 
center of lake Mich^n, where the line of forty-two degrees and thirty-nine 
minutes of north latitude crosses the same, thence running with the bound- 
ary line of the State of Michigan, through lake Michigan and Green Bay, to 
the mouth of the Menomonee river; thence up the channel of the said river 
to the Brule river ; thence up said last mentioned river to lake Brule ; thence 
along the southern shore of lake Brule, in a direct line to the center of the 
channel between Middle and South islands, in the lake of the Desert; 
thence in a direct line to the head waters of the Montreal river, as marked 
■upon the survey made by Captain Oram; thence down the main channel 
of the Montreal river to the middle of lake Superior; thence through the 
center of lake Superior to the mouth of the St. Louis river; thence up the 
main channel of said river to the first rapids in the same, above the Indian 
village, according to Nicollet's map ; thence due south to the main branch 
of the river St. Croix; thence down the main channel of said river to the 
Mississippi ; thence down the center of the main channel of that river to 
the north-west comer of the State of Illinois ; thence due east, with the 
1 



northern boundary of the State of Illinois, to the place of beginning, as es- 
tablished by ' An act to enable the people of Illinois Tenitory to form a Con- 
stitution and State Government, and for the admission of such State into the 
Union on an equal footing with the original States,' approved April 18th, 
1818." 

Wisconsin, then, is bounded on the north by Micliigan, British America, 
and Minnesota; east by Michigan; south by Illinois; and west by Iowa and 
Minnesota. 

Its extreme length from north to south i,< 285 miles, and from east to west 
255 miles; but from the irregularity of its border, it contains in land but 
5.'5,924 square miles, or .34,511,360 square acres. 

HISTORY. 

Wisconsin, although so recently settled by the whites, was visited at an 
early day by French missionaries, prompted by a religious zeal worthy of 
any religious denomination. Catholic though they were. In the month of 
October, 1660, the missionary, Mesnard, reached Che-goi-me-gon, on lake 
Superior. In 1672, Dablon and Aloues landed at Green Bay, and visited 
the country at various places between that point and the head of lake Michi- 
gan. Again, the next year, 1673, in the month of May, Marquette, a Jesuit 
missionary, and Joliet, an agent of the government of France, with five com- 
panions, landed at Green Bay, where they found an Indian village. Here 
they procured guides to accompany them up Fox river to the Portage of 
Wisconsin, down which river they descended to its junction with the Missis- 
sippi, where they arrived June I'/th, 1673, and made the first discovery of 
the Upper Mississippi. The country was nominally under the government 
of the French, whoclaimed it until 1763, about one hundred years from its first 
discovery, when it was ceded to Great Britain, at the close of the French 
war, who retained it twenty years, and until the acknowledgement of our inde- 
pendence by that country, 1783. At this time it was claimed by the State 
of Virginia, as a part of the Illinois country, conquered by Colonel George 
Rogers Clark. In March, 1784, it was ceded to the United States by Vir- 
ginia, although Great Britain kept possession of the"' country until 1796, 
when it was surrendered in accordance with Jay's treaty, ratified the previ- 
ous year. 

A Territorial Government was provided for the country north-west of the 
Ohio river, by the Ordinance of 1787. By an act of Congress passed May 
7th, 1800, this north-west country was divided into two goveraments, the 
tv«stern called Indiana Territory. Again, by an act of 1809, this was suL- 



divided, and Illinois Territory constituted. Previous to the division and or- 
ganization of Illinois Territory, the Territory of Michigan was organized from 
the northern part of Ohio Territory. In 1818, Illinois having formed a State 
Government, its northern portion, and what now constitutes Wisconsin, was 
attached to the Territory of Michigan, of which it remained a part until 
Michigan assumed a State Government, in 1835. At that time John S. 
Homer, Secretary and acting Governor, convened a session of the Legislature 
at Green Bay, from the remainder of the Territory. This session transacted 
no business except the passage of several memorials to Congress, among 
which was one asking for the organization of the Territory of Wisconsin, the 
i*at of government to be located at Cassville, on the Mississippi. 

In April, 1836, Congress passed an act organizing the Territory of Wis- 
consin, which was fully carried into effect July 4th, 1836, and which included 
the country west of the Mississippi and north of the State of Missouri. 

In June, 1838, two years after, that portion west of the Mississippi, by act 
of Congress, was organized into the Territory of Iowa. 

The first session of the Legislature, in 1836, by a proclamation of General 
Dodge, who was the first Governor, was convened at Belmont, now in La- 
fayette county, on the 25th day of October, of that year. The second ses- 
sion was held at Burlington, now in the State of Iowa, November 6th, 1837, 
at which session the seat of Government was located at Madison, where the 
third session of the Legislature was held November 26th, 1838. 

October 5th, 1846, a convention was held at Madison for the purpose of 
drafting a State Constitution, which was adopted in convention, Decem- 
ber 16th, 1846, but rejected by a vote of the people at the election held 
on the first Tuesday in April, 1847. A. Hyatt Smith, of Janesville, Is- 
rael Inman, Jr., of Rock, John Hackett, David Noggle, of Beloit, David 
L. Mills, of Fulton, Sanford P, Hammond, of Magnolia ; James Chamber- 
lain, of LaPrairie ; Joseph S. Pierce, of Clinton ; George B. Hall, of Lima ; 
and Joseph Kinney, Jr., of Avon, were delegates to that convention from 
the county of Rock. 

On the rejection of the first constitution, it became necessary to call an- 
other convention, which was held December 16th, 1847, and a constitution 
adopted in convention, Februaiy 1st, 1848; this was approved by the people 
at the election in the April following. The delegates to the second con- 
vention were E. V. Whiton, of Janesville, (now chief justice;) E. A. Foote, 
of Footvillc ; A. M. Carter, of Johnstown ; Joseph Colley, of Beloit ; Paul 
Cfandall, of Lima; and L. P. H&rvey, of Shopier. 

May 29th, 1848, Wisconsin was admitted into the Union. 
The following is a list of the Governors of Wisconsin as a Territory and a,s 
a St»te, with the date of appointment or election : 



GOVERNORS. 



Henry Dodge, appointed April ISth, 1836; re-appointed March 9th, 
1839. James Duane Doty, appointed Sept. 30th, 1841. Nathaniel P. 
Tallmadge, appointed June 21st, 1844. Henry Dodge, appointed April 
8th, 1845. Nelson Dewey, elected May 8th, 1848; re-elected Nov. 5th, 
1849. Leonard J. Farwell, elected Nov. 4th, 1851. William A. Barstow, 
elected Nov. Yth, 1853. The last election was held Nov. 6th, 1855. 

Note. — The office of Governor at this time is in dispute, William A. 
Barstow having received the certificate of election from the legal State can- 
vassers, hut Coles Bashford, the opposing candidate for the same oflSce, claim- 
ino- to have had a majority of the votes cast in the State at the same elec- 
tion ; and that through fraud the certificate of election was withheld from 
him and given to Barstow. Both parties qualified, hy taking the necessary 
oath of office, as prescribed by the constitution. The Supreme Court are 
now investigating the matter; but Barstow has given notice to that court 
that he denies its jurisdiction in the case. What the result of the matter 
will be, remains to be determined. So we leave a blank for the office of 
Governor at the present time. 



LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS. 



John E. Holmes, elected May 8th, 1848. Samuel W. Beall, Nov. 
6th, 1849. Timothy Burns, Nov. 4th, 1851. James T. Lewis, Nov. 7th. 
1853. Arthur McArthur, Nov. 6th, 1855. 



SECRETARIES OF STATE. 



Thomas McHngh, elected May 8th, r848. William A. Barstow, Nov., 
1849. Charles D. Kobinsofi, Nov.'4th, 1851. Alexander T. Gray, Nov., 
1853. David W. Jones, Nov., 1855. 



STATE TREASURERS. 



Jarius C. Fairchild, electisd May 8th, 1848; re-elected Nov., 1849. Ed- 
ward H.Jansien, Nov. 4th, 1B51; re-elected Nov., 1853. Charles Kuehn, 
Nov., 1855. 

ATTORNEY GENERALS. 

James S. Brown^ elected May 8th, 1848. S. Park C6on, Nov., 1849. 
Experience Estarbrook, Nov. 4th, 1851. George W. Smith, Nov., 1853. 
William R. Smith, Nov., 1855. 
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STATE SUPERINTENDENTS. 



Eleazer Root, elected May 8th, 1848; re-elected Nov., 1849. Azel P. 
Ladd, Nov., 1851. H. A. Wright, Nov., 1853. A. Constantine Barry ap- 
pointed in 1855, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of H. A. 
Wright. Elected Nov., 1855. 



BANK COMPTROLLERS. 



James S. Baker, appointed by the Governor, Nov., 1852. Wm. M. Den- 
nis, elected Nov., 1853; re-elected Nov., 1856. 



JUDGES OF SUPREME COURT. 

Edward V. Whiton, Chief Justice, elected in 1852; Abram D. Smith, 
Judge, 1852; Orsemus Cole, Judge, 1855. 

JUDGES OF CIRCUIT COURTS. 

James R. Doolittle, 1st circuit; elected in 1852. Levi Hubbell, 2d 
do; elected in 1848. Charles H. Larrabee, 3d do; elected in 1848. Timo- 
thy 0. Howe, 4th do; elected in 1850. M. M. Cothren, 5lh do; elected in 
1852. Hiram Knowlton, 6th do; elected in 1850. George W. Gate, 1th 
do; elected in 1854. S. N. L. Fuller, 8th do; elected 1854. Alexander 
L. Collins, 9th do; elected in 1854. Stephen R. Gotten, 10th do; elected 
in 1855. 

CIVIL DIVISIONS. 

The State of Wisconsin is divided into 51 counties and 468 towns, three 
congressional districts and ten judicial circuits. 

COUNTIES. 

Adams, Bad Ax, Brown, Buffalo, Clark, Calumet, Chippewa, Columbia, 
Crawford, Douglas, Dane, Dunn, Dodge, Door, Fond du Lac, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, Jackson, Jefferson, Juneau, Kewanee, Kenosha, LaCrosse, Lafayette, 
LaPointe, Manitowoc, Marathon, Marquette, Milwaukee, Monroe, Oconto, 
Outagamie, Ozaukee, Pierce, Polk, Portage, Racine, Richland, Rock, St. 
Croix, Sauk, Shawana, Sheboygan, Trempaleau, Walworth, Washington, 
Waukesha, Waupacca, Waushara, Winnebago. 



CONOKB88IONAL DISTRICTS. 

lat District — Daniel Wells, Jr., member — composed of the counties of 
Kenosha, Milwaukee, Racine, Walworth and Waukesha. 

2d. C. 0. Washburn, member — composed of the counties of Adaras, 
Buffalo, Bad Ax, Chippewa, Crawford, Dunn, Dane, Douglas, Grant, Green, 
Juneau, Iowa, Jackson, LaCrosse, Lafayette, LaPointe, Marathon, Monro<«, 
Pierce, Polk, Portage, Richland, Rock, St. Croix, Sauk and Trempaleau. 

3d. Charles Billinghuret, member — composed of the counties of Brown, 
Calumet, Columbia, Dodge, Door, Fond dti Lac, Jefferson, Kewaunee, Mani- 
towoc, Marquette, Oconto, Ozaukee, Outagamie, Shawanee, Sheboygan, 
Washington, Waupa<!ea, Waushara and Winnebago. 

SENATORS IN CONGRESS FROM THIS STATE. 

Henry Dodge and Charles Durkeo. 

JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. 

1st. Green, Kenosha, Racine, Rock and Walworth counties. 

2d. Milwaukee and Waukesha counties. 

3d. Columbia, Dodge, Marquette, Ozaukee and Washington counties. 

4th. Calumot, Fond du Lac, Manitowoc, Sheboygan and Winnebago 

counties. 
5th. Grant, Iowa, Lafayette and Richland counties. 
6th. Chippewa, Jackson, LaPointe, Pierce, Polk and St. Croix counties- 
1th. Adams, Waushara, Waupacc^ Portage and Marathon counties. 
8lh. Crawford, Bad Ax, LaCrosse, Monroe, Jackson, Clark, Trempaleau 

and Buffalo counties. 
9th. Dane, Jefferson and Sauk counties. 
10th. Brown, Kewaunee, Door, Outagarnie, Oconto and Shawana 

counties. ,, 

EDUCATION. 

No State in the Union has made such ample provision for general educa- 
tion as Wisconsin. Congress provided that section 16 in every township 
should be appropriated for the support of schools — in addition to which 
the Constitutional provisions, setting apart the 500,000 acres donated by 
Congress to the State ; also the 5 per cent, reserved on all sales within the 
State, by general government, and a still larger addition will accrue from 
the sale of swamp lands — altogether will constitute a school fund of moro 



than $5,000,000, the interest only of which will ever be expended — ^making 
a pei-petual fund for the education of all coming generations. 

The above school fund is not all available at present, but is yearly in- 
creasing. The State Superintendent, Hon. A. C. Barry, reports, for the 
year ending August 31st, 1855, 3,223 School Districts. Average monthly 
wages for male teachers, $22,84 ; for females, $12,09. There were 94 School 
houses, of brick ; 88 of stone ; 1 286 framed ; 927 logs. Total value of these 
school houses, $542,663. The amount divided in 1854, was about $100,- 
000; in 1855, $125,906. The amount expended during the past year for 
school purposes, was $264,764. The whole number of scholaiB in the State, 
over four and under twenty years of age, Sept. 1st, 1855, was 186,085, of 
which number Rock county had 11,049. 

POPULATION OF THB STATE, 600,000. 

The increase of population in Wisconsin has been unexampled in the his- 
tory of the country. 

The Secretary of State, Hon. A. T. Gray, in his annual report, speaks 
thus of the census returns : " Owing to the insufficiency of the compensa- 
tion allowed clerks, it is believed that in most cases they have failed to re- 
turn the full number of inhabitants in their towns, especially in the sparsely 
settled portions of the State, and that the footing of the figures is at least 
fifty thousand Zess" than the real number of inhabitants; and if so, the total 
population of the State, on the first day of June last, amounted to over 600,- 
000." 

CENSUS OF WISCONSIN. 

The following is the census of this State on the first of June, 1855, con- 
trasted with the population of 1850: 



Counties. 


White Males. 


White Females. 


Total, 1850. 


Total, 1855, 


Adams, 


3,741 


3,123 


187 


6,868 


Bad Ax, 


2,548 


2,267 




4,823 


Brown, 


3,552 


3,137 


6,215 


6,699 


Buffalo, 


514 


318 




832 


Calumet, 


1,833 


1,704 


1,743 


3,631 


Chippewa, 


563 


251 


615 


838 


Clark, 


153 


69 




232 


Columbia, 


9,450 


8,500 


9,565 


17,965 


Crawford, 


1,769 


1,528 


2,498 


3,322 



Dane, 20,609 17,163 16,639 37,714 



Counties, 


White Males. 


White Females. 


Total, 1850. 


Total, 1855- 


Dodge, 


18,641 


15,873 


19,138 


34,540 


Door, 


455 


284 




739 


Douglass, 


291 


93 




385 


Dunn, 


1,125 


425 




1,550 


Fond du Lac, 


13,116 


11,168 


14,510 


24,784 


Grant, 


12,279 


10,864 


16,198 


23,175 


Green, 


7,769 


6,958 


8,566 


14,727 


Iowa, 


8,119 


7,042 


9,522 


15,205 


Jackson, 


678 


420 




1,098 


Jefferson, 


14,278 


12,580 


15,317 


26,869 


Kewaunee, 


683 


426 




1,109 


Kenosha, 


6,523 


5,850 


10,734 


12,397 


La Crosse, 


2,171 


1,728 




3,904 


La Fayette, 


8,693 


7,044 


11,581 


16,064 


La Pointe, 


264 


183 


489 


447 


Manitowoc, 


7,166 


5,873 


3,702 


13,048 


Marathon, 


1,084 


342 


508 


1,427 


Marquette, 


7,868 


6,692 


8,641 


14,837 


Milwaukee, 


24,412 


21,784 


31,077 


46,265 


Monroe, 


1,301 


1,106 




2,407 


Oconto, 


1,039 


427 




1,601 


Outagamie, 


2,716 


2,194 




4,914 


Ozaukee, 


6,714 


6,253 




12,973 


Pierce, 


991 


718 




1,720 


Polk, 


362 


185 




547 


Portage, 


3,320 


1,827 


1,250 


5,151 


Racine, 


10,638 


9,972 


14,973 


20,673 


Richland, 


3,013 


2,554 


903 


5,584 


Rock, 


16,957 


14,364 


20,750 


31,364 


St. Croix, 


1,189 


851 


624 


2,040 


Sauk, 


7,291 


6,315 


4,371 


13,614 


Shawana, 


153 


101 




254 


Sheboygan, 


10,683 


9,700 


8,379 


20,391 


Trempaleau, 


288 


206 




493 


Walworth, 


12,050 


10,607 


17,862 


22,662 


Washington, 


10,005 


8,889 


19,485 


18,897 


Waukesha, 


12,678 


11,288 


19,258 


24,012 


Waupacca, 


2,379 


2,057 




4,437 


Waushara, 


2,924 


2,616 




5,541 



Counties. ^ 


Vhite Males. 


White Feraalea. 


Total, 1850. Total, 1855. 


Winnebago, 


9,420 


Y,985 




10,167 




17,439 


Total, 


296,258 


254,603 


305,391 


552,10© 








1850 




1855 




Colored Males, 






365 




531 




" Females, 






270 




357 




Deaf and Dumb, 






69 




200 




Blind, 






68 




123 




Insane, 






240 









SOIL AND FACE OF THE COUNTRY. 

The soil of Wisconsin is probably more varied than any other Western 
State — from the rich, dark, vegetable loam of the prairies, to the granatic, 
sandy soil of the north, it has almost every intervening variety. With a 
clayey sub-soil, the prairie lands, for fertility, are unsurpassed. The soil of 
the openings and timbered lands, are not so rich as the prairies, yet produce 
abundant crops and are surer for wheat. 

Wisconsin is far from being a level country, neither is it mountainous, but 
gently undulating, except, perhaps, the mining region, which is broken and 
bluffy, with a rich soil for farming purposes. The prominent features of the 
State are the prairies, destitute of tree or shrub, and only covered by a luxu- 
riant growth of grass. The prairies are much smaller than in other States, 
consequently much more feasible for settlement, from the proximity of tim- 
ber. This State is well timbered and amply watered. 

The oak openings seem to be much like the prairies in character of soil, 
only not as rich. The trees are so scattering that men frequently make farms 
without felling — only girdhng them — ^besides the openings are annually burnt 
over, like the prairies. 

GEOLOGICAL AND MINERALOGICAL. 

The great western bed of limestone underlying the almost entire western 
and south-western countiy, also extends into the southern portion of Wisconsin, 
and forms the geological characteristic of all that portion of the State south of 
the Wisconsin river, and comprising the entire country from lake Michigan 
to the Mississippi, river; this includes the lead mining region, which prevails 
throughout the counties of Grant, Iowa and Lafayette, together with some 
leads in adjoining counties. 

Iron Ore, water lime and gypsum, are found deposited in various localities 
in the lime rock region. ' 
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The rich and inexliaustible copper mines are found in the primitive rfx'k 
region, stretching from the falls of St. Anthony to lake Superior. In the 
region intervening between the lime stone of the south, and the primitive of 
the north, the transition sand stone prevails, interspersed with limestone 
and primitive rock. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTH. 

The climate of Wisconsin is superior to that of any other country in the 
same latitude, and in no part of the Western States is the mortality so small, 
compared with the population. The purity of the atmosphere, and of its 
water, which flows from its numerous pelucid springs, the dryness of the 
air, both in summer and winter, the small amount of cloudy, humid weather, 
all conspire to produce its healthiness. Even the swamps, marshes and 
meadows, are fed by pure water from springs, and they are not exposed 
during the hot season to the burning sun, because of the continual growth 
of grass which never decays until killed by the autumn frosts; thus saving 
the noxious miasms, which are so deleterious to health iu more southern 
regions. 

UNITED STATES COURT. 

The District Court of the United States for the District of Wisconsin, An- 
drew G. Miller, Judge, holds one term at Madison and one at Milwaukee an- 
nually. 

LEGISLATURE FOR 18S6. 

SeTuxie.—iioTi. L. P. Harve}', President; Byron Payne, Clerk; Joseph 
Baker, Sergeant-at-Arms. 







SKNATOES. 


1. 


David Taylor, 


14. S. W. Barnes, 


2. 


P. H. Smith, 


16. Amasa Cobb, 


3. 


B. S. Gill, 


16. J. A. Barber, 


4. 


B. S. Weil, 


n. J. Sutherland, 


5. 


J. Hadley, 


18. L. P. Harvey, 


6. 


E. O'Neil, 


19. W. J. Gibson, 


7. 


0. Clement, 


20. E. Pier, 


8. 


C. L. Sholes, 


21. J. Fitzgerald, 


9. 


D. Worthington, 


22. S. L. Rose, 
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10. Edward Gereon, 23. E. B. Kelsey, 

11. H. H. Giles, 24. Geo. E. Dexter, 

12. Jesse C. Mills, 25. J. Q. Adams. 

13. Cha3. Dunn. 

[Democrats in Roman, Republicans in Italics.J Those Senators from odd- 
numbered districts, hold over from last year. 

ASSEMBLY. 

William Hull, of Grant, Speaker ; James Armstrong, Clerk; E. Moseloy, 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

MEMBERS. 

The Assembly consists of 82 members. Democrats in Roman; Republi- 
cans in Italics; Independents in small caps. 

Adams and Sauk — J). K. Noyes. 

Brown, Door, &c., — John Day. 

Calumet — James Cramon. 

Craw-ford and Bad Ax — A. Briggs. 

Columbia — M. M. Davis, 0. C. Howe. 

Dane — A. A. Bird, Geo. P. Thompson, A. Huntington, C. R. Head^ W. 

M. Colladay. 
Dodge — B. F. Baniey, David Fletcher, Lawrence Connor, Oharles Burch- 

ard, H. L. Butterfield, B. F. Leland. 
Fond du Lac — Isaac Brown, Peter Johnson, Joseph Wagner, Q. W Parker. 
Grant — Wm. Hull, Allen Taylor, J. T. Mills, J. T. Brown, Horace Catlin. 
Green — Martin Flood. 
Iowa — Richard Smith, Ephraim Knowlton. 
Jefferson — David L. Morrison, W. Chappell, W. W. Woodman, M. Drake, 

Reed. 

Kenosha — S. Johnson, F. Newell. 

Lafayette — H. H. Gray, Jambs H. Knowlton, Matthew Murphy. 

LaCrosse — D. Cameron. 

Marquette — H. S. Thomas. 

Marquette and Waushara — W. F. Ghipman. 

Manitowoc — C. H. Walker. 

Milwaukee— J. Stark, A. Greenlie, A. McCormick, John Mitchell, W\ A. 

Hawkins, John Tobin, Henry Crawford, P. Lavis, G. Hahn. 
Ozaukee — Charles Beger, Wm. Vogenitz. 
Outagamie — L. Bostedo. 
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Portage and Marathon — Joseph Wood. 

Racine — ^P. Falvey, P. 0. Cheves, J. T. Palmer, E. Cram. 

Rock — Levi Alden, J. Child, If. J. Muray, Dr. J. M. Evans. 

Richland — Robert Aiken. 

Sheboygan — Wm. Wipperman, R. Brazleton. 

Walworth — A. W. Farr, B. T. Seymour, W. D. Ohapin, J. Lauderdide, 

S. Thomas, J. F. Potter. 
Waukesha — J. James, J. Weaver, C. S. Hawley, Jeremiah Noon. 
Winnebago — L. B. Townsend, J. Anunson. 
Washington — Thomas Hayes, John Tell. 
St. Croix— A. D. Gray. 

Democrats, 45; Republicans, 35; Independents, 1. 
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BLACK HAWK WAR. 



As the Black Hawk War formed a marked epodi in the history of the 
North West, it might not be deemed altogether inappropriate to the object 
of this volume, to give a short sketch of it; and, although Rock county was 
not the theater of any " glorious victories," or " defeats," yet it is certain that 
this county was one of the favorite resorts of the Indians, both previous to, 
and during that war, and consequently intimately connected with its history, 
and deeply interested in its subsequent results. 

The valley of the Rock river, was one of the choicest hunting grounds of 
the Potawattamies, Winnebagos, Sauk and Fox Indians, and their'^trail up 
and down the river is hardly obliterated at the present day. The disturban- 
ces among the Sauk and Fox Indians,{on the north-western frontier, commenced 
in the spring of 1831. The immediate procuring cause of the outbreak, 
was disaffection on the^ part of some of the Indians, with existing treaties 
for the sale of their lands in Illinois, dating sometime previous. It appears 
that a treaty had been made by Gen. Harrison, at St. Louis, in November, 
1804, with the chiefs of the Sauk and Fox nation of Indians, by which tho^e 
Indians had ceded to the United States all their lands on Rock river, and 
much more elsewhere ; this treaty was again confirmed by other portions 
of the tribe in 1815, and again in 1816. The lands lying at, and near the 
mouth of Rock river, were now surveyed, and sold by the United States 
government, and the larger part of the Indians removed across the Missis- 
sippi. These lands included the great town of their tribe, near the mouth 
of Rock river. The purchasers from government, moved on to their lands, 
built houses, made fences, cultivated fields, and thus took possession of the 
ancient metropolis of the Indian nation. This Indian town consisted of 
about three hundred lodges, and was situated near to the site of the present 
town of Rock Island. 

One old chief of the Sauks and Foxes, called Mucata Muhicatah, or Black 
Hawk, always denied the validity of these treaties, alledging that some In- 
dians had been imprisoned at St. Louis, that some chiefs were sent down txt 
provide for their defense, and, while there, without consent of the Nation, 
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sold the lands and came home drunk, and loaded with presents. Black 
Hawk was now an old man. He was an Indian patriot, a kind husband and 
father, and was noted for his integrity m all his dealings with his tribe and 
with the Indian^ traders. He was distinguished for courage iand clemency, 
and never was defeated in his life, although he had fought many a hard 
battle. 

Believing that the treaty was void, Black Hawk resisted the order of the 
government, for the removal of his tribe across and west of the Mississippi, 
though compelled to comply. In the spring of 1831 he recrosed the river 
with his women and cliildren, and three hundred warriors of his own tribe, 
together with some allies from the Potawattamios and Kickapoos, and estab- 
lished himself in his ancient hunting grounds. He ordered the whites away, 
threw down their fences, unroofed their houses, cut up their grain, dfove off 
and killed their cattle, and threatened the people with death if they did not 
leave. The settlers appealed to the Govemoi' of this State, who, in turn, 
called on General Gaines, of the United States army, and General Clark, 
the superintendant of Indian affaire, to procure the removal of the Indians, 
and protect the settlers in their rights. 

General Gaines repaired to Rock Island, with a few companies of regular 
troops, where, finding the Indians determined on war, he called on Governor 
Reynolds, of Ilhnois, for seven hundred mounted volunteers. The call was 
made on the northern counties, when one thousand and five hundred men 
soon responded. 

This force was organized and divided into two regiments, an odd battal- 
lion, and a spy regiment. The first was comraande 1 by Col. James D. Hen- 
ry — the second, by Col. Daniel Lieb — the odd battallion, by Maj. Nathaniel 
Buckmaster — the spy battallion, by Maj. Samuel Whiteside — and the whole 
Brigade by Maj. Joseph Duncan. 

Having been thus organized, the army marched to the Mississippi, about 
twelve miles below Rook Island, where they found Gen. Gaines, with a 
steamboat and provisions. Then a plan of operations was arranged, in ac- 
cordance with which, they ascended the river next day, expecting a battle ; 
but the Indians, in the meantime, had quietly crossed to the west side of 
the river, and disappeared. The army encamped at Rock Island, the site of 
the present town, several days, during which, the Indian town was burnt ; and 
lIiiLs in an hour perished that which had been the delightful home of six or 
seven thousand Indians, where generation after generation had been born 
had died, and been buried; where the old men taught wisdom to the young; 
from whence the Indian youth had gone forth in parties to hunt or to. war. 

General Gaines threatened to pm«ue the Indians aci-oss the river, which 
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brought Black Hawk, aad the chiefs and braves of the hostile band, to Fort 
Armstrong, which was situated on the lower point of the island, to sue for 
peace. A treaty was formed with them by which they agreed forever to re- 
main west of the Mississippi, and never to recross it without permission from 
the President, or the Governor of the state. Thus they ratified the treaty 
of 1804. This ended the campaign, and the troops were disbanded. 

Notwithstanding this treaty, in the spring of 1832, Black Hawk prepared 
to re-assert his claims to the disputed territory. 

The Sauks and Foxes were divided into a warlike party, led by Black Hawk, 
and a peace parly, led by Keokuk ; the latter being most numerous. Keo- 
kuk was bold, sage, eloquent; by means of which he succeeded in keeping this 
bettor and larger part of the tribe at peace with the whites, whose power he 
widely deemed it folly to resist. The turbulent, restless spirits followed his 
rival. Black Hawk commanded the chivalry of the nation, with which he 
re-crossed the Mississippi, in the spring of 1832. 

He marched up the Rock river into the country of the Potawattamies and 
Winnebagos, who inhabited the Rock river valley in northern Illinois and 
Rock county in Wisconsin, intending to make them his allies. 

Governor Reynolds, of Illinois, apprised of the movement, assembled a 
force of 1800 men at Beardstown, composed of four regiments ; Col. Dewit 
commanding the firat, Col. Fry the 2d, Col. Thomas the 3d, Col. Thomp- 
son the 4th, Co\ Henry the Spy Battaltion, and Gen. Whiteside the whole. 

On the 27th of April, Gen. Whiteside, accompanied by Gov. Reynolds, 
took up his line of march. The army proceeded by way of Oquawka, on the 
Mississippi, to the mouth of Rock river, and here it was agreed between (Jen. 
Whiteside and Gen. Atkinson, of the Regulars, that the volunteers -should 
march up Rock river about fifty miles, to the Prophet's town, and then encamp 
to feed and rest their horsas ; and await the arrival of the regular troops, in 
keel boats, with provisions. 

When Gen. Whiteside, with his forces, arrived at the Prophet's town, 
instead of awaiting as was agreed, set fire to the village and entirely con- 
sumed it; then marched on forty miles higher up the Rock river. 

At Dixon, G^n. Whiteside came to a halt to await a junction with Gen. 
Atkinson; and here parties were sent out to reconnoitre the enemy, and as- 
certain their position. Here they found two battallions of mounted volun- 
teers from Peoria, Fulton Tazweli and McLean counties, under command of 
Maj. Stillman. This force, begging to be put forward upon some dangerous 
service, were ordered up Rock river to spy out the Indians. Maj. Stillman 
began his march on the 12th of May, and pursuing his way up the south- 
east side, he came to " Old Man's creek," since called " Stillman's run," a 
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small stream which rises in White Rock Grove, in Qgle county, and falls into 
the Rock river near Bloomington. 

. Here he encamped just before night, and in a short time a party of Indi- 
ans on horse-back, were discovered about one mile distant from the eB- 
campment. A squad of StiOman's men mounted their horses without orders 
or commander, and were soon followed by others, stringing along for a quar- 
ter of a mile, to pursue the Indians and attack them. The Indians retreated 
after displaying a red flag, the emblem of defiance and war, but were over- 
taken and three of them slain. Black Hawk was near with his main force, 
and being prompt to repel an assault, soon ralUed his men, amounting to 
about 700 warriors, and moved down upon Maj. Stillman's camp, driving the 
disorderly rabble, the recent pursuere, before him. These valorous soldiers 
came back with their horses upon a full run, and in this manner broke through 
the camp of Maj. Stillman, spreading dismay and terror among the rest of 
the men, who immediately began to join in the flight, so that no effort to 
rally them could possibly succeed. The Indians pursued them thirty or 
forty miles. They continued their flight until they reached Dixon. The 
night after their arrival, the trumpet sounded a signal for the officers to as- 
semble at the tent of Gen. Whiteside. A council of war was held, in which 
it was agreed to march early the next morning to the field of battle. In con- 
sequence of the iU-advised and misjudged march from the Prophet's town, 
the wastefulness of the volunteers, and leaving the baggage wagons behind, 
without motive or necessity, there were no provisions in the camp, ex- 
cept in the messes of the most careful and experienced men. The majority 
had been living upon parched com and coffee for two or three days. Hav- 
ing obtained some beef from John Dixon, then the ordy white inhabitant on 
Rock river above its mouth, they started before daylight the next morning 
for the scene of the disaster of the night before. When the volunteers arrived 
the Indians were gone. They had scattered out all over the country, some 
of them as high up as Rock county, Wis. Gen. Whiteside, finding no Indi- 
ans, soon after returned to Dixon, where he met Gen. Atkinson with provis- 
ions and the regular force. The army now amounted to 2400 men, and had 
the men been willing to serve longer, the war njight have been ended in a 
short time ; but the volunteers were anxious to be discharged, which was 
done soon after by Gov. Reynolds, at Ottawa. Col. Fry's regiment, how- 
ever, volunteered to remain until a new force could be raised. The compa- 
nies of the regiment were so disposed as to guard the whole frontier. Capt. 
Adam W. Snyder was sent to range through what is now Winnebago coun- 
ty, in Illinois, and Rock county, Wisconsm, thence west to Galena; and while 
in this service, fell into an ambuscade of seventy Indians. The men mani- 
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fested a disposition to run; but by tho exertions of Gen. Whiteside, who 
was accompanying them in the capacity of a private soldier, they -were ral- 
lied and the enemy repulsed, with the loss of two of their number. Gen, 
Whitfeside, being himself a capital shot, in the commencement of the action 
Killed the Indian commander'; from which ' moment tlie Indians began to re- 
treat. In the mean time the Indians attacked several detached setfclernents 
in different quarters. Qn Indian creek, 1 5 miles from Ottawa, fifteen per- 
sons out of three families,' by the name of Hall, Davis and Pedigrew, were 
massacred, and two young ladies, Misses Sylvia and Rachel Hall, 1 5 and 1 7 
years of age, were carried into captivity. After a variety of hardships and 
adventures, they were ransomed for the sum of $2000, in horses, wampum, 
&c. This company of Indians, after this massacre, retreated up the Rock 
river, above the mouth of the Peckatonica, into Rock county, Wisconsin. In- 
dian wars are the same in all ages and all countries — a description of this mas- 
sacre is only a repetition of hundreds previously described. They approached 
the house in which these families resided, in the day time, and so suddenly 
did they appear that the occupants were not aware of their danger, until they 
were attacked. Some of the inmates were immediately shot down with 
rifles; others were pierced with spears or despatched with the toma- 
hawk. The Indians aftel-wards related with an infernal glee, how the wo- 
men squalked like geese when they were run through the body with spears, 
or felt the sharp tomahawk entering their heads. All the victims were care- 
fully scalped, their bodies mutilated and mangled ; the little children were 
chopped to pieces with axes, and the women were tied up by their heels to 
the walls of the house. On the 15th of June, the new levies, to the num- 
ber of three thousand two huiidred men, arrived at the rendezvous at Beards- 
town and Hennepin, and were fomied into three brigades. 

But before the new army cOuld be brought into the field, the Indians had 
committed several inurders. One man was killed on Bureau creek, another 
in Buffalo Grove, another between Fox river and the Illinois, and two more 
on the east side of Fox rivei", on the Chicago road, about six rniles north-west 
of Ottawa. 

Not long after the new forces were organized on the Illinois river. Black 
Hawk, with a hundred and fifty warriors, made an attack on Apple River 
Fort, situated within twelve miles of Galena, and defended by twenty-five 
men, under the Command of Capt. Stone. This fort was a stockade of logs 
set in the ground, with block houses at the corners of the square by way of 
towers and bastions. It was niade for the protection of a scattering village 
of miners who lived in their houses in the vicinity, duriiig the day, and re- 
tired into the fort for protection at night. The women and children, as usual 
2 
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in the day time, were abroad in the village, when three men on an express 
from Galena to Dixon, were fired on by the Indians, lurking m ambush with- 
in half a mile of the village. One of them was wounded ; his companions 
stood by him nobly, retreating behind him and keeping the Indians at bay. 
The alarm was heard at the fort in season to collect in the scattering in- 
habitants. Now cam« on a fearful struggle between the twenty-five men 
in the fort and six times their number of Indians, The Indians took pos- 
s-esiion of the log houses, knocked holes between the logs, through which 
to fire at the foi't with greater security. , Here was a desperate struggle for 
dear life. They well knew they had to, contend with an enemy who never 
made prisoners, and the result must be victojy or death to themselves and 
families. The women and children moulded bullets and loaded the guiis for 
their husbands, fathers and brothers, who kept up an unceasing fire for about 
fifteen hours, when the Indians retreated. What the Indian loss was never 
could be ascertained. The loss in the fort was one man kiUed and one woun- 
ded. One of the express men who first retreated into the fort, immediately 
passed on to Galena and gave the alarm. Col. Strode, of the militia, loit no 
time in marching to the assistance of the fort at Galena, and the Indian spies 
seeing no favorable opportunity made bi^t a feeble attack on the place, and 
finally raised the siege and withdrew. 

About this time a party of Indians, made an attack on three men near Fuit 
Hamilton, in the lead mines ; two, of the men were killed and the other es- 
caped. Gen. Dodge, of Wisconsin, who happened to arrive at the fort soon 
after, with twenty men under his coiiunandj made quick pui'suit after these 
Indians, who were chased to the Peckatonica, and there took shelter under 
the high bank of the river. Gen. Dodge and his party charged upon them 
in their place of concealment and shelter, and killed the whole party, eleven 
in number, with the loss of three men of his own party, mortally wounded. 
About this time Capt. James W. Stephenson, of Galena, with a part of his 
company, pursued a party of Indians into a dense thicket on the prairie.— 
He commenced an attack upon them from a distance, but the Indians haviiKi- 
the advantage, succeeded in killing three of his men, when he ordered a re- 
treat They, however, were unwilling to give up so, and cjvme to the reso- 
lution of returning to the fight and charging the enemy in their fastness. ■ 

The command was given to make the charge, the Captain himself leadino- 
the way; but they were repulsed by the Indians, who still had the advaii- 
tage of their covert. The charge was renewed a second and a third time 
witii no bettor success, but with the loss of three more of his men killed and 
himself wounded. It now became necessary for him to retreat, as he from 
the first had but a few men with him. This attack of Capt. Stephenson, 
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and, also that of Gen. Dodge, are uneqiialed in tkc bistory of modern warfare 
in daring and desperate courage. The Indians row had possession of the 
entire country from Chicago to Galena*,, occupying every grove, vaylaying 
every road, and attacking evoy party of white man that attempted to travel 
through the country. But their supremacy was of short duration. Near 
the last of June new forces assembled on the Illinois river, were put in motion 
by Gen. Atkinson of the regular army, who- now assumed the command, of 
the whole. Maj. John Dement, with a battallion of spies attached to the 
first brigade, pushed forward across Rock river into the heart of the Indian 
country. 

Maj. Dement, hearing that a trail of abo^t five hundred Indians had been 
discovered the day before, ordered his whole command to saddle their horses 
and remain prepared for battle, while he with twenty men rode out on to the 
prairie to reconnoitre and make discoveries. They soon saw seven Indian 
spies ; and some of his men gave chase, but their commander fearing an am- 
buscade endeavored to call them back. The main body of the Indians soon 
came down upon them^about three Jiundred in number — firing and yelling, 
and soon compelled them to retreat slowly to their camp, closely pursued by 
the Indians* Here his whole party took possession of some log houses, which 
answered for a fort, and resisted the attack of the Indians for nearly an hour ; 
when the Indians retreated with a loss of n,in.e killed — the loss of the whites 
were five killed^ 

WTien the news of the battle reached Gen. Atkinson, at Dixon, he at 
once ordered a brigade toward the Mississippi, below Galena, while he with 
the rest of the army marched farther up the Rock river. Black Hawk in the 
meantime with a large portion of his forces had been lying for more than 
two weeks near Rock river, and where Janesville now is. His camp was 
situated just out of the city limits, on lands now owned by Alderman Le- 
vi St. Johp, of the city of Janesville, and J. P. Wheeler, Esq., of LaPrairie. 
It has since been, known as Black Hawk Grove,and is rendered particularly 
interesting for visitors, from this historical reminiscence. The Misses Hall 
who were captured in Illinois, referred to above, were with the Indians at 
this place, and were ransomed while here. The tent poles, ashes and brands 
of the Indian camp fires, were to be seen here until within a very few yeare. 
General Atkinson having arrived at the mouth of the Pockatoruca river, and 
hearing that Black Hawk was farther up the Ikick river, determined to pur- 
sue him with the intention of deciding the fate of the war by, if possible, 
one general battle. Black Havyk judging of his intention from the report of 
his spies, hastily broke up his camp at Black Hawk Grove and moved still 
farther up the river to the foot of Lake Koshkpupng, where he again ca-.. 
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- c&knped on what is now tlie fairn of George W. Ogden, Esq., of Milton.— 
Here lie remained several weeks, when he again removed to an island in 
Lake Koshkong, and aftewards to the region" of the Four Lakes. The In- 
dians undouhtedly left this place in a huny, as 'they had reason to believe 
that Gen. Atkinson was after them, though very slowly. 

On the 30th of June, Gen. Atkinson passed thi'ough the Turtle village, a 
considerable town of the Winnebagoes, situated where Beloit now is — then 
deserted by its inhabitants — and encamped one mile above it, on the open 
prairie, hear Kock river, and near where Beloit coUfege gi-ounds now are. The 
Indians were prowling about his ciimp all night. The march was continued 
next day. Both his and the Indian tffiil are easily traceable across the farms 
of Col. 0. iGiiernsey aiid Hon. J. F. WiTlard, in Janesville, at the present 
time ; as they, instead of following the river, struck across the gi'eat bend in 
the town of Rock, approaching EoCk river again near Monterey bridge, iu 
Janesville. The march was contintied the next day, but nothing occurred 
until they arrived at Lake Koshkonong, except a variety of false alarms, and 
occasional sight of Indian spies. Having scoured the entire country around, 
and being. satisfied that no enemy was near, the aiiAj again moved forward 
on the eastern shore of L^e KOshkonong and Up Rock river to Burnt Vil- 
lage, at the mouth of the White Water river, another considerable town of 
the Winnebagoes, where it was joined by the- brigade of Gen. Pasey and a 
battalion from Wisconsin, commanded by the brave and indomitable General 
Dodge. 

During the iiiarch through the northern part cff Rock county, the scouts 
had captured an old blind Indian, nearly famished with hunger, who had 
been left behind by his friends, the Indians. Being, as he said, old, blind 
and helpless, he never was consulted by the other Indians, and could give no 
account of the movements of his party, except that they had gone farther 
up the riven It was Concluded, magnanimously by the army, not to kill the 
old man, but to give him food and leave him to die a natural death. He 
accordingly wias furnished with food and left; but before he had even satis- 
fied his natural hunger, Pasey's men fell in with him and murdered him 

another of those indellible stains on civilized life and Christian warfare. If 
as we are so ready to assume, such trefeitment of an inoffensive, helpless old 
man — prisoner of war — would have been an evidence of barbarism and 
bloodthirstiness-^oming from the Indians — ^ignorant and unenlightened as 
they are — how much more I'eprehensible, being perpetrated by their betters 
— their civilized and Christianized enemies ? How greatly were they under 
obligation to set them an ekample of mercy — where p&ih and cruelty were 
uncalled for and unnecossaryi While Atkinson was sloWy and tardily re- 
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connoitering around tho vicinity of Burnt Village, without discovering tlie 
whereabouts of the Indians, Black Hawk and his party lay encamped on 
what is now known as Black Hawk Island, in Lake Koshkonong. Tl\e Win- 
nebagoes subsequently informed the whites of their location, when prepar- 
ations were soon made to make an attack upon them. Black Hawk, through 
his spies, ascei'tained Atkinson's intention, and fled from the island. 

Atkinson having spent eight weeks, and accomplished nothing — ^less than 
that even — ^for he seemed farther from the attainment of his object than 
when he started — ^besides which, he was now running short of provisions, 
and detachments were sent out to procure supplies — Gen^ Dodge and oth- 
ers with their detachments were despatched to Fort Winnebago, situate at 
the Portage between Fox and Wisconsin river, while Gen. Atkinson thought 
best to lay by and build a fort, than which nothing would seem less neces- 
sary^as the whole ambition of the Indians consisted in their efforts to keep 
out of the way, and would in all probability have succeeded i'n doing so, but 
for the efficient operations of Gen. Dodge. He having arrived at Fort Win- 
nebago pm-suant to orders, was informed of the location of Black Hawk and 
party — ^by some Winnebago chiefs — immediately called a council of officers, 
when it was decided, although in disobedience of general orders from At- 
kinson to pursue the Indians at once, which was dons amidst great, hard- 
ship and fatigue, and the Indians were finally overtaken as they approached 
the broken "coast " of the Wisconsin river, about four o'clock in the afternoon. 
About this time the advanced guard was passing over some uneven ground, 
through the high gi-ass and low timber — they were suddenly fired upon by 
a body of Indians, who had here secreted themselves. They kept firing 
from behind fallen trees, and none could be discovered except by the flash 
and reports of their guns. The troops were formed in order of battle — an 
order was given to charge upon the enemy, which was so spiritedly obeyed 
that the Indians retreated a short distance, when they again made a stand, 
which they did repeatedly, only to take up a new position. The Indians 
contested the ground inch by inch — ^firing from the tall grass and bushes — 
until they were absolutely pushed out at the point of the bayonet, such was 
their desperation in this their last contest. They were finally driven into 
the tall grass on the Wisconsin bottom — so tall as to be above the heads of 
men on horeeback — and night now coming on, further pursuit was abandoned 
until morning. Next morning it was ascertained that the Indians had 
crossed the river during the night, and escaped. The total loss of the In- 
dians in this battle was nearly one hundred, while the whites only lost one 
killed and eight wounded. This was the final battle, which broke the spirit 
of the contending Indians who now were contented to cross the Mississinni 
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and remain there. Thus we perceive that much credit is due to the encrgv 
and perseverence of the gallant Gen. Dodge, in bringing this war to a close. 

Gen. Atkinson and the regulars were deeply chagrined at the success of 
the militia; and although Gen. Dodge acted contrary to orders, yet he ac- 
complished what the regulars never would have done. And he should ever be 
held in grateful remt^mbrance by the people of Wisconsin, who now so largely, 
enjoy the fruits of his noble daring and generous sacrifices upon that occasion. 

Black Hawk and son aad Prophet ^^■er6 soon after captured by somi 
friendly Winnebagoes and taken down the Mississippi river to Jeffei-son Bar- 
racks, where a treaty was made, by which the Sauks and Foxes ceded to the 
United States a largo tract of land bordering on the Mississippi from Des- 
moine to Turkey river, in Iowa. The prisoners were held as hostages for 
the performance of the treaty and peacable behavior of the hostile Indian-^. 
They were taken to Washington City where they had an interview with 
President Jackson. They were afterwards permitted to retui-n to their peo- 
ple. Thus ended the Black Hawk war. 
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ROCK COUNTY: 

Sl'rUATION; BOUjS"DS; EXTENT; AREA; FACE OF COUNTRY; SOIL; 
ANTIQUFTIES; CLIMATE; PRODUCTION'S; MANUFACTURES; EDU- 
TATION; PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS; HISTORY; MISCELLANEOUS; 
SETTLEMENTS-, 



Rock coimtj- is botitided, 'nortli by Dane and Jeflfei'son, east by Walwortli, 
south by the state of Illinois, and vrest by Gb-een. The city of Janesville is 
ihe county seat. Eock was set off from Milwaukee county, December Y, 
1836, and fully organized' Febraary 19, 1839. 

It is composed of twenty organized towns, of six miles square, each — 
720 square miles— '460,800 acres. 

NAMES OF TOWNS I 

Lima, Milton, Fulton, Poi-ter, IJnion, Magnolia, Center, Janesville, Har- 
mony, Johnstown, Bradford, La Prairie, Rock, Plymouth, Spring Valley, 
Avon, Newark, Beloit, Turtle, and Clinton, and the city of Janesville, or- 
ganized from portions of Janesville, Rock, LaPrairie, and Harmony. 

This county is about equally divided between prairie and oak openings, 
and a more uniformly rich, arable county of land, is not to be found in the 
state. There is hardly an afire of waste land in the entire county. 

Rock river runs through near the middle of this county from north to 
south, and those who are acquainted with the west well know that the val- 
ley of the Rock river is unsurpassed in the world beside-^takin^ all things 
into consideration. The rich and uniform fertility of its soil, its abundant 
crops, th6*iiealthfiilness and salubrity of its eliroate, its superior water pow- 
cra, as frequently as desirable for villages all along from the source to the 
mouth of the river ; the purity of its spring and well water, the admirable 
formation of the country for the construction of railroads at much less ex- 
pense than almost any other section of country, makes this not only one of 
the most desirable locations for the fanner, but the mechanic, the profession- 
al man, and manufacturer. Here the man of easy circumstances, who wish- 
es to retire from the turmoil of the busy world, can find a pleasaiit home, 
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and that, too, in tlie midst of a society composed of a great majority of 
eastern people of tlie most independent, intelligence, and entei-prising classes. 

The principal prairies are Rock, Jefferson, Du Lac, Ramsey's, Catfish, 
Morse's, and Turtle ; Rock prairie extends almost through the county from 
east to west, and varies in width from six to eighteen miles. 

On Rock river is a belt of timber and openings. Groves are interspersed 
through the prairie at intervals,, besides which, points of openings jut into 
the prairie at different places, thus rendering the outlines of the prairie une- 
qual, and at the same time bringing wood and timber within a short dis- 
tance of all its settlers ; in fact, few men on the prairie live more than three 
miles from timber. 

Jefferson prairie is mostly in the town of Clinton ; a small part also in 
Bradford and Turtle. Turtle prairie extends into Rock county — Du Lac 
prairie, in Milton and Lima, mostly in Milton — Ramsey's prairie in Fulton 
— and Catfish prairie lying in the towns of Fulton, Porter, and Union — also 
Morse's prairie in Fulton. These last are much smaller than Rock prairie, 
but not surpassed by it in beauty and richness of soil. In fact, a farm on 
one of these small prairies is more desirable, and more valuable, as in the 
division of the prairie into farms, most of them have more or less woodland 
in connection, or, at least, near by. 

There are also several fine small marshes, from which several streams — 
tributaries to Rock river — emanate. These mareh lands, affording pure sprin"- 
water, are no detriment to the health of persons living on their margins, 
even ; but have come to be considered the most valuable lands in the county, 
producing most abundant and luxurient gi-owth of grass, some even as high 
as three tons of hay to the acre. 

PKINCIPAL STREAMS. 

Rock river rises in Fond du Lac county, and runs south, through Dodge, 
Jefferson — the towns of Milton, Fulton, Janesville, Rock and Beloit, in Rock 
county, into Illinois; thence into the Mississippi at Rock Island. 

The Catfish is the outlet of four lakes, and empties into Rock river in the 
town of Fulton. 

Badfish rises in Rutland, Dane county, passes through Union, CookviUe 
and the town of Porter, emptying into the Catfish in the town of Fulton. 

Allen's Creek, a branch of Sugar river, rises in Union, runs south-west, 
and empties into Sugar river. 

Aftonor Bass creek, rises in Magnolia, and runs south-east through Mag- 
nolia Center and Rock, and empties into Rock river near the villaffe of Af- 
ton. s , 
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Valley Creek rises in Magnolia, runs through Spring Valley and Avon, 
emptying into Sugar river at Avon. 

Sugar River, which rises in the western central part of Dang county, pass- 
es through the whole length of Green county from north to south, thence 
bearing easterly, passes through the town of Avon, in Rock county, and 
empties into the Peckatonica, in Illinois. 

Coon Creek rises in Plymouth, and runs south through Newark into Su- 
gar river. 

Tui-tle Creek rises in Turtle lake, near the north-east corner of Richmond, 
"Walworth county, runs south-west, enters Rock county, passing through the 
towns of Bradford, LaPrairie, Turtle, and Beloit, into Rock river, almost ex- 
actly on the State line at Beloit. 

Pratt's Creek rises in Lima, and runs east, into Walworth county, empty- 
ing into Whitewater. 

Otter Creek rises in Lima, runs north-west into lake Koshkonong. 

LAKES. 

Lake Koshkonong is eight miles long and nearly three miles wide. Rock 
river runs through this lake. A part of the lake lies in Rock county, a 
small portion in Dane, but mostly in Jefferson county. 

VILLAGES. 

The principal villages are Beloit, Shopier, Afton, FootviUe, Evansville, 
Union, CookviUe, Waucoma, Fulton, Fulton Center, Johnstown, Edgerton^ 
Milton, Emerald Grove, Johnstown Center, and Janesville city, the county seat, 

POPULATION. 

Its population in 1840 was 1,'701 ; 1842,2,867; 1846, 12,405; 1847, 
14,720; 1850, 20,750; 1855,3^364. In 1850 it had 1,975 farms. Now, 
1855, it has 2,734 farmes. 

RAILROADS. 

The Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad passes through the town of Li- 
ma to Milton village ; here it branches, the north branch passing through 
Milton and Fulton, in this county, thence to Madison and the Mississippi at 
Prairie du Chien ; the south branch through Milton and Hai-mony to Janes- 
ville, to which place it was opened in January, 1852. From Janesville this 
road will Extend west through Janesville, Rock, and Spring Valley, thence 
through Green, Lafayette and Grant counties, to the Mississippi, at Du- 
buque. 

The Southern Wisconsin railroad company was chartered in 1852, extend- 
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ing from Milton to the Mississippi. Through the exertions of Joseph H. 
Budd and John P. Dickson, Esqs., principally, this road was projected, the 
company organized, route surveyed, and a large amount of stock subscribed ; 
when in 1854, by a mutual arrrangement, it was consolidated with, and 
made a part of, the Milwaukee and Mississippi railroad. At the present 
time it is under contract, and will be constmcted to Monroe, Green county, 
probably within the year. 

Chicago, Fond du Lac and St. Pauls railroad was for several years known 
as the Rock River Valley Uiiion Railroad; with a charter connecting with 
the Illinois and Wisconsin road frotn Chicago to the State line, thence from 
the connection on the State lino, in the town of Clinton, through Clinton, 
Turtle, LaPrairie, to the city of Jauesville. At this place it branches ; one 
leading up the valley of the Rock river to Watertown, thence to Fond du 
Lac, on lake Winnebago. This branch passes through Janesville, Harmony 
•and Milton, in this county — the other branch passing through Janesville and 
Porter, in this county, to Madison ; thence north-westerly to St. Pauls, in 
Minnesota. This company was chartered in 1848, and it is due mainly to 
the indefatigable exertions and perseverance of Hon. A. Hyatt Smith, the 
projector, and for several years its President, for accomplishing what it did 
during several of the most unprppitious seasons that we have ever experi" 
enced in the west ; and that, too, with very little cash capital, comparatively. 
About twenty miles were completed from Fond du Lac to Waupun ; all the 
heavy grading, culverts and peiTaanent mason work, from the State line to 
the city of Janesville, and much of the remainder of the gi'ading done through 
the intervening distance from Janesville to Waupun, also from Janesville to 
Madison. This company, however, at last was compelled to suspend work 
on the road, and finally went into bankruptcy. The present company hav- 
ing closed up and satisfactorily arranged the entire indebtedness of the old 
company, so as to clear it from all and every incumbrance, have now (the fall 
of 1855) commenced work on the road with every prospect of a speedy com- 
pletion of it to Janesville, where it will beyond a doubt be runnino- in the 
spring of 1856. 

This road will form a part of the main trunk of the great railroad thor- 
oughfare to the Pacific ocean, via. St. Pauls, on the northern route, surveyed 
by Gov. Stevens ; the most feasible and nearest route by several hundred 
miles by which the Pacific waters can be reached. 

The Racine, Janesville,- Beloit and Mississippi Railroad is another thor- 
oughfare passing through Rock county. This company was chartered in 
1852, with a capital of three millions of dollars. At first the charter au- 
thorized the construction of the road from Racine through Janesville to the 
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Mississippi; but in 1853 was so amended as to authorize the branching of 
the road at Delevan, so that the south trunk shall pass through Clinton, 
Turtle and Beloit, thence south-west to the Mississippi at Savannah. The 
other through Bradford, Johnstown, Harmony and Janesville, thence west to 
the Mississippi. It is already in running order to Delavan, Walworth coun- 
ty, and early in the seasonof 1856, will probably be completed to Beloit; the 
grading being already done, and the ties on the ground, and iron purchased. 

Beloit and Madison RailroadCo. was incorporated Febraary 18, 1852. By 
the charter the company are authorized to create a capital stock of $1,200,. 
000, and to locate, construct, and operate a single or double track railroad, 
from the village of Beloit to Madison, thence to the Wisconsin at Portage 
City, thence through the extensive pine regions of the north to lake Superi- 
or. This company have aiTanged, upon very favorable terms with the Chi- ' 
cago and Galena railroad company, to run in connection with, and operate 
this road as a branch of that already popular and profitable thoroughfare. 
This road has been completed to Footville for more than a year, and the 
heavy gi'ading, for most of the remaining distance to Madison, is done. . This 
road passes through the entire town of Beloit, following the Rock river to 
Afton, whence it bears west of north, through the towns of Rock, Plymouth, 
Center, Magnolia, and Union, in this county, from thence to Madison. 

The Kenosha and Mississippi Raiboadj aheady in process of construction j 
unites with the ChicagOj Fond du Lac and St. Pauls, and Racine, Janesville, 
Beloit and Mississippi roads at Clinton in this county. 

The reader will perceive that our county is so completely covered with a 
net work of railroads, either constructed or projected, that hardly a town has 
not at least one road running through it, and some with several. Janesville 
is the central point of eight railroads ; Beloit of six, affording the most am- 
ple facilities for transporting our lai-ge amount of surplus produce to the east- 
ern markets, and in return bringijig us the goods and manufactures from the 
east, besides affording great traveling and emigmting facilities. 

LIST OF OFFICERS OF ROCK COUNTY. 

The county at first was organized in 1839, on the county government prin- 
ciple. In 1842, that system was superseded by the present town govern- 
ment system. 

The following named gentlemen constituted the first board of county com- 
missioners : — Wm. S. Murray, Wm. Spaulding, E. J. Hazzard. 

The second b6ard consisted of t. Warren, N. G. Storrs, D. J. iBundy. 

The following is a list of the first board of county supervisors: Wm. 
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Holmes, N. G. Storrs, D. J. Bundy, W. H. H. Bailey, G. W. Brittain, Ira 

Jones. 

The following is a list of county oflScers froni the organization on the town 
government system, to the present time, in their proper order, with the dates 
when they each entered upon the duties of their respective oflices : 

JUDGES or PROBATE. 

Horace White, 1839; Israel C. Cheney, 1841; S. B. Cooper, 1842; A. 

C. Bailey, 1843 ; Wm. F. Tompkins, 1845 ; C. S. Jordan, 1846 ; D. I. Dan- 
iels, 1847; Jas. Armstrong, 1849; M. S. Prichard, 1853. 

EBGISTERS OF DEEDS. 

Wm. H, H. Bailey, 1840 ; George H. Williston, 1842 ; Royal Wood, 1847 ; 
Volney Atwood, 1848; C. C. Townsend, 1849; B. F. Kent, 1851; Sam- 
uel A. Martin, 1853; Charles B. Gibbs, 1855. ^ 

CLERKS OF COURT. 

Dr. Guy Stoughton, 1839; D. F. Kimball, 1840; J. L. Kimball, 1841;, 

D. F. Kimball, 1842; C. R. Hallenbeck, 1846; John Nichols, 1847; Geo. 
W. Crabb, 1853; E. P. King, 1865. 

SHERIFFS. 

L. G. Fisher, 1839; Volney Atwood, 1845; H. W. Cator, 1847; R. R. 
Cowan, 1849; H. W. Cator, 1851; W. H.Howard, 1853; Alfred Hosk ins, 
1855. 

CLERKS OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 

W. H.H.Bailey, 1840; G. H. Williston, 1842; I. Woodlel847; G. H. 
Williston, 1846; Frank Wheeler, 1847; D.I. Daniels, 1848; H.O.Wilson, 
1849; Chancy P. King, 1851; John L. V. Thomas, 1855. 

TREASURERS. 

I. C. Cheney, 1840; L. E. Stone, 1844; 0. B. Lapham, 1846; Isaac 
Noyes, 1846; Wm. A. Lawrence, 1847; F. A. Humphrey, 1851; Robert 
F. Frazer, 1853; Moses T. Walker, 1855. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. 

Isaac Woodle, 1845; John M. Keep, 1847; Hiram Taylor, 1849; M. H. 
Carpenter, 1851; Wm. S. Rockwell, 1853; M. H. Carpenter. 

Note. — At the election of 1854, the county canvassers gave the certificate 
of election to G. B. Ely, for District Attorney, on account of an informality 
in the returns from the town of Turtle, which they rejected, and which being 
counted would give the election to M. H. Carpenter. Mr. Carpenter ap- 
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pealed from their decision to the Supreme Court, which has recently de- 
cided that they have a right to go behind the certificate of election, and have 
decided in favor of Carpenter's claim. Mr. Ely held the offiee for more than 
x>ne year. 



FIRST SiElTTLfiMENT OF THE COUNTY. 

On the i4th day of July, 1835, Mr. John Inman, of Lucerne county, Penn- 
"sylvania, and William Holrnes, of Ohio, started from Milwaukee on an ex- 
ploring tour for the interior of Wisconsin', and having heard the glowing re- 
ports of the returned soldiers of the " Black Hawk war,'' concerning the Rock 
river country, they determined to see it and judge for themselves. Having 
obtained a couple of ponies from the Indians, upon which they packed their 
provisions, and lifle in hand, took Up their line of march ; and in two days 
anived at Fort Atkinson, on the Rock river, which had just been evacuated 
by Gen. Atkinson and his army. Here they encamped for the night. The 
next day they traveled west to the mouth of the Catfish river, and camped 
within the present site of Fulton village. During the night their ponies left 
quite unceremoniously, compelling their toasters to " pack their traps " as 
they best could ; accordingly, iii the mornii^, shoulderitig their luggage, they 
went dowfi the riVer to the present location of Janesville, and after prospect- 
ing about during the day, they encamped on the point of the high bluftj on 
the Racine road, a little north of the present residence of Mr. Levi St., John. 
Frorii this point Rock prairie is seen stretching away in the distance to the 
east and south, until bounded by the horizon. The view, to them, was en- 
chanting. They saw before them an ocean of waving grass and blooming 
flowers, and realized the idea of having found the real " Canaan " — the real 
Paradise of the world ! After dispatching a hasty " camp breakfast," they 
strolled over to the beautiful grove about half a mile east of their encamp- 
ment, and finding there the late head-quarters of the illustrious Black Hawk 
chief and his army, but juSt deserted, they named the grove " Black Hawk," 
which cognorflen it still bears. From thence they went south across the 
prairie to the mouth of Turtle creekj the present site of Beloit; and here soli- 
tude reigned-^not a cheerful countenance to greet them ; not even old "Tebo," 
with his two Indian wives, was here. (Tebo made his claim, however, at 
Beloit, soon after.) 

From thence they returned to camp, but durbg their wanderings this day, 
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they came acro-ss their truaat ponies, and secured them. They now decided 
to return to Milwaukee, fully satisfied with the results of their discoveries, 
and determined to make the Eock river valley their future home. On the 
20th of July, 1835, they left camp, and on the 23d arrived at Milwaukee. — 
At that time there were but two white families in Milwaukee, and but one 
betwixt that place and Janesville, and that was the family of Mr. McMillen, 
who lived at what is now known as Waukesha. He subsequently settled on 
McMillen's prairie in Rock county. 

On the 15th day of Nov., 1835, John Inman, Thos. Holmes, Wm. Holmes, 
Joshua Holmes, Milo Jones and George Follmer, started from Milwaukee, 
with an ox team and wagon, containing provisions, tools, &c., and on the 18th 
day of the same month arrived opposite the " big rock "at Monterey. Here 
they built a log cabin, and made preparations for winter. 

This was the first settlement of Rock county, and it may almost be said to 
have been the firet permanent settlement of the State. From these small 
beginnings, made only twenty years ago, a gigantic State of 600,000 inhab- 
itants has sprung into existence, as if by a magician's wand. Where twenty 
years ago no traces of civilization could be found, now large cities, towns,'and a 
teeming population are everywhere^ seen. Truly it may be said of Wisconsin, 
that a " nation has been horn in a day^ Go where you will, its parallel can- 
not be found. 

About the 20th of Dec, Mr. Samuel St. John, with his wife, arrived at 
the "big rook" settlement; Mrs. St. John being the fii-st white woman set- 
tler of the county. On the 15th day of January, 1836, Dr. James Heath and 
wife joined the little colony. AH these wintered in the loff cabin together. 

During the winter and spring of 1836, settlements' began to be made along 
the river. A commencement was made at Bcloit in the spring of 1836, by 
Mr. Caleb Blodgett and associates, who purchased Thiebeau's (Tebo) claim. 
I &2e Beloit history, in another portion of this book. j 

Fulton was settled in the spring or summer of 1836, by Robert Stone and 
Daniel Stonci At Milton, the first settlement was made by Isaac T. Smith, in 
the spring of 1836. In the fall of 1836, Geo. W- Ogden, Alfred Walker and 
Aaron Walker moved into the town. Mr. Janes commenced at Janesville in 
the winter of 1836; and A. W. and V. Pope arrived the same year. Har- 
mony was settled in 1836, by Wm. and J., Spaulding, and G. H. Williston. 
Rock, by J. Inman and othera, in the fall of 1855;. Turtle, by Wm. Smith 
Horace Rice and Hudson Case, in 1836. Lima, by James M. Burgess, in 
the summer of 183,6. Johnstown, by Norman Smith, 1837. Clinton, 
April 2d, 1837, by W. S. Murray and others. . For more detailed accounts of 
the first settlement of this county, the reader is referred to the history of the 
respective towns of the county, in apother part of this work.. 



31 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

The following communication was received from Rev. G. W. Lawrence, of 
JanesviUe : 
0. Guernsey, Esq. — Dear Sir: 

I was apprised, some time since, of the design of the " Rook County Ag- 
ricultural Society," to issue a book, embracing, in connection with records of 
the transactions of the society, from its infancy, as full and accurate a history 
of the county, as could be compiled from stich early incidents and facts as 
might be drawn upon for that purpose. I was pleased to loam that you ."md 
others had entered vigorously upon the task of collecting information, histor- 
ical, statistical, &c., for the pages of the volimie in question. 

Records of the olden time are interesting ; and they are not without their 
lessons of instruction. By the light of the past, we follow in the footprints 
of the adventurous and enterprising pioneer; we see him, as it were, amid 
the labors and struggles necessary to convert the wilderness into a fruitful 
iield ; we sit by his cabin fire, partaking his homely and cheerfully granted 
fare, and listen to the accounts which he is pleased to give us of frontier life, 
and of the dangers, trials, bar Iships and sufferings of himself and others, in 
their efforts to make for themselves horhes in regions remote from civilization, 
and unexplored hitherto, save by the wandering Indian tribes, and the beasts 
of the forest and the prairie. Through these ancient records we make our 
way along to the present. From small beginnings we come to the mighty 
acihevements of industry, the complex results of daring enterprise, subduing 
and creative energy, and untiring perseverance ! Following on in the path 
of progress and improvement, we see once waste places rejoicing under the 
kindly care of the husbandman ; beautiful farms with all the fixtures and 
appurtenances necessaiy to make the tillers of the soil and their families 
contented and happy, are spread out before us ; villages and cities have aris- 
en, as if by magic, and by hundreds, thousands, and tens of thousands, hu- 
man souls are congregated within their precincts; in this human hive the hum 
of business is increasing; the mart of trade and trafiic, and the workshop of 
the artisan, are thronged; common schools, academies and colleges have 
sprung up ; young and ardent minds, children of the rich and poor, may press 
forward together in the acquisition of science; churches are built, and axhris- 
tian ministry is sustained, for the inculcation of religious sentiments, and 
the promotion of piety, virtue and moral goodness ; and lajt, though not 
least, the press is established, whence floods of light and glory may etnanato 
for the instruction and benefit of all. Let tJie records of the olden time bo, 
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preserved. In after years, our children and our children's children will look 
them over with pleasure and profit. 

I had at first a thought of putting together, in compliance with your re- 
quest, a carefully prepared communication, embracing some of my early rec- 
ollections of the county of Rock; but owing to the pressing duties of my 
position as a clergyman, with rather an extensive field of labor, in connec- 
tion with the supervision of my home affairs, and attention to other matters, 
I have neglected to arrange thesp reminiscences ; and now, it being well on 
toward publication day, I have not time to ransacTi my poor brain foi- the 
purpose of drawing out and compiling the facts of "long ago." But some 
how or other, when I take my pen in hand, it will run on ; and " long yarns'' 
are sometimes the result. I will be careful, however, not to tire your pa- 
tience. A few thoughts are all I can present, and these will, through haste, 
bo desultory in their character. You can use or reject all, or any part of 
them, as you may think proper. 

My father, William Lawrence, formerly a resident of northern Pennsylva- 
nia, visited Wisconsin, on a tour of observation, in the fall of 1836, Caleb 
Blodget, then of Beloit, and since deceased, claimed at that time probably thou- 
sands of acres in the town of Beloit, and in various other portions in the 
county of Rock, particulaiy along the 'Turtle creek. Of him my father pur- 
chased a couple of " claims," one very near the village of Beloit, the other 
a few miles out. Passing the ensuing winter in Pennsylvania, he returned 
to make some improvements on his claims in the spring of 1837, accompan- 
ied by my brother and brother-in4aw, G.W. Lawrence, and P. Bostwick. But 
liis most valuable claim, the one bordering on the village, was out of his 
reach. It had been re-sold, 1 think ; at all events, it was occupied, hence 
his right and title were extinguished; the occupant had decidedly the ad- 
vantage over him. Speculation was rife in those days in the matter of mak- 
ing and selUng claims. I came into the county in Jul}', 1838. Previ- 
ous to this, various persons had made claims extensively, some for settlement 
and cultivation, and Others for purposes of speculation, on and in the vicinity 
of Turtle Creek, and in other places where it was thought farms could be 
jnade. The central portions of Rock prairie were considered at that time 
unavailable for farming purposes. Turning a furrow round an eighty acie 
lot, for instance, was the simple process of maJcing a claim. The man who 
had thus enclosed this piece of land with a plow mark, would then sell his 
" claim," perhaps, to some new comer for as much as he could get. My 
father was not the only one who was " taken in" somewhat in buying claims ; 
there were many who lost ill this way what they bargained for, and the 
money which they expended in the fictitious purchase. This plan of money- 
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making, or gouging, did not succeed very well after tlic public laud sale of 
1839. In the period of whicli I speak, a man who desired to make 
a honio in the country, would make or buy a claim ; while on his trip oast for 
his fomily and effects, some interloper would come along and take possession, 
in the most deliberate manner, of the absentee's contemplated property. 
This was called yMmpi/i^r a,. claim. And unless the original claimant had 
made some improvement, such as throwing up a few logs, poles, or boards in 
the i^hape of a shanty, plowing or fencing a few acres, he had no remedy, and 
could only obtain possession by turning off the intnider forcibly, without the 
aid or interventipn of law. In ease he had made slight improvements, and 
was designing to become an actual settler, it was thought he had a right to 
the premises ; and the sympathies of the people, if they did not prevent the 
■jumping of his claim, were frequently of great service in assisting him to re- 
cover it. Thus much in relation to making, selling, buying and jumping 
claims, in the early settlement of Rock covmty. 

Beloit was my first stopping place. The harvest of 1838 coming on, I 
went into a wheat field near Beloit, owned by Caleb Blodget, the largest I 
have ever seen, embracing, I should think, from 80 to 160 acres. Here I 
t<x>k my first lessons in faking and binding wheat; J. Hacket, Esq. who was 
the worthy postmaster at Beloit in those days, was in the habit of exercis- 
ing himself in a similar manner. In the lapse of eighteen or twenty years 
he has become rich, I suppose ; but I presume he is not ashamed of his early 
history as a worker. D. Nogglo, Esq., I think, tilled mother earth for a liv- 
ing, during the iirst years of his residence in the west. He left the plow for 
the bar. During the period to which I refer it vt as fashionable to work — I 
mean with the grain cradle, the mowing scythe, the ax, the shovel and the 
hoe. The farmers' and mechanics' tools in those days were handled without 
gloves. 

The inhabitants of Rock county, in July, 1838, wore not numerous — prob- 
ably somewhere from three to four hundred, perhaps a ti'ifle over the last fig- 
ure. At all events, persons living from five to ten miles. apart, considered 
themselves neighbors. And there was a good deal of sympathy and kind 
regard for each other. 

The first death occuning, to my recollection, after I came to Beloit, was 
that of a brother, Amos Lawrence, who died in August, 1838. His attend- 
ing physicians were Drs. White apd Bicknell, the former now deceased, tho 
latter still a resident of Beloit. My brother's remains werei among the fii-st 
deposited in the Beloit burying ground. The funerftl service was conducted 
by a Rev. Mr. Adams, a Congregational or Presbyterian clergyman, living at 
the mouth of the Pecatonica, now Rocktdn. About a year afterwards, if I 
3 
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am not mistakeii, I was present at the funeral of a Mr. Picket, near Johns 
town, where Mr. Adams also officiated. On funeral occasions then, peopl 
would assemble from far and near, thus indicating their sympathy for bereaved 
and sorrowing hearts. 

The first numerously attended public meeting, at w-hich I was present, was 
held on Jeiferson-prairie, to make arrangements in reference to the approach- 
ing land sale of 1839. The objects of the meeting were to fix upon the 
amount of land which each settler might be allowed to claim; and in the ef- 
fort to secure this quantity (whether it was a quarter or a half section, I will 
Hot pretend to say), they agreed to protect each other on the day of Sale, 
should any attempts be made to overbid them. Another object of the 
meeting was to appoint bidders for certain districts, who were to bid for the 
specified lands in the names of their real or contemplated occupants. The 
sale was held in Milwaukee. There was but very little overbidding. 

In the spring of 1838, the village of Beloit was mostly made up of inhab- 
itants who were dwelling in shanties, erected merely for temporary occu- 
pation. Aside from these, three of four regular frame buildings, and 
perhaps as many more log houses, and we have Beloit before us as it was 
then. But the year 1838 was one of enterprise- and activity. Before its 
termination quite a village was under way here, and Beloit gave promise of a 
brilliant future. It is but just to say^ it has made steady progress ever since. 

At that day; Janesville had scarcely a name to live. And indeed there were 
very few persons in the place, or out of it, who believed it ever would amount 
to much. It had very few attractions I assure you at that time. But from 
the lips of John P. Dickson, W. H, H. Bailey, Charles Stevens, and other 
early residents of the place, I presume you have obtained very full particu- 
lars in regard to its rise and progress. But an item or two in reference to 
Janesville, touching its early educational history, and I am ilone. 

The first public school, I think, was opened in the summer of 1840. The 
first teacher was Miss Cornelia Sheldon, daughter of Gen. Sheldon, now Mrs. 
Woodle. The wi'iter of this, followed her, as instructor, through the ensu- 
ing winter. The school-house was a log building, situated in the woods, 
near Main street, and some three or four streets north of Milwaukee street. 
Here I let patience have its perfect work for the space of four months. The 
first debating club of Janesville was organized during this winter. The 
meetings for discussion and mental improvement were held in ray school 
room. Pormineut among those who participated regularly in our debates 
was one James..H. Knowlton, who I think was just about that time under- 
going the initiative of public speaking. He was a good debater and con- 
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tnbuted largely towards malting our meetings interesting and profitable. 
He is now not unknown to fame. 

Harrison StebLins, now of the town of Porter, I tliink opened the first 
select school in Janesville, cither in the latter part of the year 184Z, orjii the 
beginning of 1842. Youts truly, 

G, W, LAWRENCE. 

Janesville, March, 15th, 1836. 



Extract from the Journal of I, T. Smith, Esq. 

I arrived' in Wisconsin on the 26th day of November, 1835. The weath- 
er was extremely cold, and one foot of snow upon the ground. 

I was in company with some families, consisting of women and small 
children, some of the latter but a few months old. As we were compelled 
to camp out upon the ground, our first lesson of Wisconsin pioneering was 
not the most agreeable. However, we made the best of it. I made a 
claim two miles north of Skunk Grove, in Racine county, and there spent 
the winter. During my residence at that place, I became acquainted with 
Henry F. Janes. And as his name is so intimately connected with the 
early as well as the subsequent history of Janesville, a brief description of 
the man and his history, might not be entirely tiniirteresting. 

Mr. Janes was a man full six feet and two inches in height, and well pro- 
portioned, of rather dark complexion, good natured, free and easy jn conver- 
sation, fond of company, especially of a political chum, and an old pioneer, 
He never tired in hearing or telling a good Story, and had a fund of inci- 
dents connected with the first settlements and late wars. He was among 
the fii-st settlers of Racine county, and made his claijn theve before the land 
was surveyed, and found afterwards that a part of his claim was on school 
section, No. 16; and fearing he might be troubled to get a title, he oonclur 
ded to go farther west. He was of a roving disposition, and liked the ex- 
citement incident to a new country, and not tnuph incline^:! to work himself, 
but to plan for others, he never was veanting for a good exotisp to change his 
locations. 

Accordingly, he determined to do so now, Fitting oni a horse team, he 
and his party started *est, for the Rook river. On arriving at Muskego 
Lake they found the crossing at the outlet frozen over, and in attempting to 
cross, the ice broke, letting in the teams and cutting the' lip of one of 
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the horses very badly, so that it was paralyzed and hung- down. From this 
circumstance, trivial as it might scorn, they called the outlet of Muskego 
lake, " Lip Creek," which name it retained for a long time. This , accident 
and other discouraging circumstances, caused the party to return. 

The next time they started, they concluded not to take a team, but J»nes 
and a man by the name of Harness, commenced their journey to the Rock 
river, and as they were told by the Indian traders it was but sixty miles, 
they would pack through with a single horse. 

The weather was extremely cold, and, there being no track to follow, it was 
very fatiguing traveling. And when they arrived at what is now called 
Mount Zion, and seeing the prairie stretching away to the west until bound- 
ed by the horizon, and supposing that the Rock river was still west of that, 
and their provisions like to fail, they became discouraged and returned back 
for a supply of provisions. Again they started with full supplies and reached 
the river in safety. 

Janes traveled abopt for some time, and in consequence of cold weather, 
and expofeed as one must be in camping out, and the glare of the snow af- 
fected his eyes so that he could scarcely see at all. But on the 1 5th day of 
January, 1836, he made his claim, where the city of Janesville now stands. 
Many have given him great credit for foresight in making his locations, but 
in the absence of any sight it was probably " more by hit than good wit." 

The winter of 1836 was very cold, and ttie spring late and backward, so 
that it was not until the middle of May that cattle could, obtain grass enough 
to live upon — on which day Mr. Janes and family started for the present 
'*' ( of Janesville. 

The company consisted of Janes and family, Richard Miller, Levi Harness, 
a Mr. Beasley and myself. As many of your readers are unacquainted with 
traveling in a new country, .1 will give some of the incidents connected with 
a jottjney from Racine to Janesville, in May, 1836. 

The iStreams were high and the ground very wet, and for the first twenty 
miles a grasat.many swamps to cross. The first day there came a squall of 
wind, accompanied by rain and hail, of such force that we were obliged to 
drive thecoverea. wagons to the leeward of the heavy loaded ones, contain- 
ing the iprovi^ns Jvud farming tools, to prevent them from being blown over. 
In this way we roda out the storm, Avhich continued for half an hour or 
more, wlien *e iproeeedsii on our journey. 

The firet night vw« sejeoted our camping ground among a few scattering 
trees, and, flattered ou,rselvies t.hat we should enjoy a good night's rest after 
t\S fatigues of o'lr days' .jouriiej. But in this we were sadly disappointed — 
for iti -the night WO were visited by another shower, which drowned from 
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tboir bods tliose who were on the ground. The family had a bed in one of 
the wagons, in which they succeeded in remaining; but those whom the 
shower had driven from their ground beds, had to shift for themselves a? 
they best could — some around and some under the wagons. I located my- 
self in a wagon load^ed with furniture, but covered; and by sitting and stoop- 
ing over, could keep tolerably dry, but if my hat happened to touch the 
t-anvass, the wata- would pour through in streams. In the morning I found 
the wetting had gi\eri me a cold, and my stooping had set my nock in such 
a position that I could not be cohsidorod an "upright man" for the next 
few days, how-much-sOever I might have Coveted such an appellation. 

The s'econd day- we forded the Fox river at Rochottsr, when we were 
gladdened by the sight of a man and small house^t being the only one on 
our route. His name was Godfrey,' and seemed as much pleased to see us 
;i3 we were to meet him ; and although we were going to settle on Rock riv- 
er, ha was very gla^ that he should'have neighbors so near him. 

We had up to this place found a' few wagon tracks to guide us on our 
route, but from Godfiey'swest, no wagons had ever yet been. We followed 
a " section line "and camped where it crossed Honey Creek. Our camp was 
on section 1, town 3 north, range 18 oast. The creek was at full banks and 
cold. The sides were steep, which mad(J fording very diflficult, but we took 
our spades and removed some of the turf and put all the oxen before one 
wagon and started to ford. Our oxen were strong enough, but when the 
leaders drew, as the wagon struck the opposite bank it brought the wheel 
cattle down flat, arid the rest pulled them out, wagon- and all. By repeat- 
ing the operation, we finally got all safely over arid continued our course 
west, until noon. Then taking a turn to the left, wo came to a creek which 
Janes said the Indians called Pac-achc-woe, but I thmk it is now called Su- 
gar Cl-eek. 

On starting in the afternoon we had to climb a very steep hill to gain the 
tableland — ^in going iip which one of the oxen refused to draw, and after 
some delay, Janes took the "sucker pole "himself and'tho way he made the 
" fur fly " was a caution to all horned cattle, especially to the balkjr ox 
himself. Our route lay south of where West Troy now is, and came to the 
large marsh, southwest of Troy, where it is abOut one mile wide, and as we 
wore on "the straight go-ahead principle" did' not think it best to turn to 
the right or to the left, arid the result in this instatico proved that a man can 
go so .straight that he will run into the ground. To illusti-ate how it is done, 
I will give a description of crossing a marsh. All went well, until we were 
within forty rods of the west side, when a mare on which Janes' oldest boy 
was riding, T^egan to flounce and show signs of sticking fast in the mud, the 
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mother of.tte boy called to liim to dismount, but the father said no, stay 
on — which latter he did — ^but down went mare, boy and all — the boy had 
no trouble in getting off, as the mare's back was nearly even with the svu'- 
rounding marsh. A halt was called — all the teams stopped, and a council 
of war was held, examination made, and we determined to " go ahead." The 
first thing to be done was to contrive ways and moans to extricate the old 
mare from her perilous situation, and bringing to our aid a " motive power," 
inherent in the matcr.ial constitution, known as instinct, with which wo, after 
applying much of our own strength, brought to boar in relieving her from 
her muddy position. I took a young colt of hers, and carrying it a couple of 
rods ahead, held il. While the men lifted and she struggled to get to her colt, 
she would make some progress towards the shore. Tlus operation repeated 
some dozen of times brought Old Betty upon terra firma. Old Short Horns, 
of " sucker pole " memoi'y, were unyoked and left to get through as thej 
best could. The other oxen were hitched before one wagon, and all hands 
lifting and tugging at'the wheels, we finally succeeded in getting across ; but 
during the process all the oxen, in turn, sometimes one and then anothei-, 
would be down in the mire. "When there were but one or two down at a, 
time, we could possibly draw them put and keep going; if too many were 
down at a time, to do so, we had to unyokeor unhitch and let them up. We 
had unloaded before, all the barrels from the wagons, and when we had com- 
pleted the business of getting the wagons across, we placed the side boards 
of the wagon boxes along upon the mud, and rolled the barrels upon them, 
one at a time, carrying our side boards as occasion required, and in that way 
were our baiTels of pork and flour taken forty rods over the mire, to hard 
ground. Here wo camped for the night, and I have since learned that Othni 
and Alexander Beardsley were encamped in hearing of our cattle bells. — 
They were in search of "claims," and at that time marked theirs at West 
Troy. 

About noon the next day we came to Turtle Lake, and let ,the cattle feed 
and drink. We had been told this was the last place at which water could 
be had before arriving at the Kock river. In order to prepare ourselves for 
such an emergency, we took a look at our loads to find a barrel for cariying 
water, as we should be obliged to remain here all the afternoon and night, 
and take an early start next morning, unless we could find something to take 
along some water. After a long search, all the water tub we could afford 
to empty was a keg, containing about twenty gallons of maple sugar vine- 
gar. We concluded to sacrifice the vinegar under the circumstances for the 
sake of taking the water and commencing our journey immediately. Ac- 
cordingly the vinegar was poured' upon the sandy shore of Turtle Lake, and 
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the keg re-filled with water, and we took up our line of march that afternoon. 
Our road was good and we went on merrily, and camped that night on the 
prairie, near the present residence of John A. Fletcher, Esq., of Johnstown. 

The prairie grass was now green and largdy intei-spersed with flowers — its 
appearance was that of a beautiful flower garden, and in fact I have never 
seen it look more delightful than at that time — ^not the mark of a plow to be 
seen, nor a house, nor a fence, nor anything to show that civilized man had 
ever been there. The country was alone in its glorious grandeur. 

The weather was now growing warm, and vegetation considerably more 
advanced than at Racine. In the morning we started on our last stagfe for 
Rock river. The cattle were very thirsty. One hog we had along was al- 
most tij-ed out, and when we were within two miles of the river we poured 
out the remainiug contents of our keg to furnish a wallowing place for him, 
which served greatly to revive him. When the cattle came in sight of the 
river they made a break for it, and some pushing others in, where they miist 
swim or drown, when all satisfied their thirst. We arrived at the house of 
Samuel St. John about noon, and after feeding our teams started for the 
house of Mr. Jaiies, which he had previously built upon his claim. Mr. St. 
John went with us as pilot, to show us the way, as the creek, or " Spring 
Brook " as it is now called, between his house and Janes' was very much 
swollen by rain, and in many places it was eight or ten feet deep, which, if 
we should drive into, would probably drown some of our teaim. We went 
up the creek towards Black Hawk Grove — crossed and ascended the hill the 
other side, and after that found no difiiGulty. On arriving at the house of 
Mr. Janes, we soon took out the geods and deposited them inside as quickly 
as possible, as there were sti'ong indications of a storm. 

We an'ived here on the 19th day of May, 1836, and on the 20th started 
the " breaking plow." 

All the families I heard of as living in the vicinity of Janes' then, were 
Wm. Holmes, Sen., on the west side of the river; John Holmes had a cabin 
near where the old brick yard was, above the steam mill ; Samuel St. 
John, south of the present city; and Dr. James Heath just above the Monte- 
rey stone quarry. 

I stopped a few days with Janes, and made a claim on the farm now 
owned by Mrs. Strunk and children, and built a cabin to secure it in my 
absence. 

On the 25th of May I started in company with.Breesley to go back to 
Racine. We provided ourselves with food for dinner, but not for supper, as 
we expected to reach Rochester by night. We filled a pint flask with water, 
and put it in our pocket, thinking it would last us' to Turtle Lake, 20 miles ; 
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but with fast walking we soon grew thirsty aiul drank it, and after that al- 
layed our thirst with the waterwe found in the cattle tracks along our 
route. We were not able to reach our 'neighbor'a' house, at. Fox Elver, and 
consequently were compelled to camp out, without food, fire, or blankets. 
We had one. overcoat. We were awake in the morning without being sum- 
moned by that modern contrivance called a gong ; and before sunrise forded 
Honey Creek, waist deep, and in good time for breakfast arrived at neighbor 
Godfrey's, where avc discussed his hospitalities in a manner to flatter the am- 
bition of the most fastidious cook in the country. At this place we met the 
families of Major Meacham, Mr. Spoor, and two others, on their way to Troy. 
After breakfast, and a short chat with the new comers, we started on. As 
there was no boat, we were obliged to ford the river, which was much deeper 
than when we crossed it on our way out. It was our only chance. I placed 
my journal in my hat to keep it dry, (I was not troubled with money with 
which to take the same precatition,) and with my overcoat rolled up and 
placed upon my shoulders, taking a long stick with which to keep steady, 
we took to the water, like tnie believers in hydropathy. Breesley was a man 
above the usual size ; he succeeded well, but I not being well built for wading, 
should certainly have been compelled to swim if I had not .takes the precau- 
tion to provide myself with the stick. Our transit across the river was 
watched by our new acquaintances with deep interest; and I cannot say but 
the thought that they were watching us with anxiety inspired us with cour- 
age, and a sort of pride to stem the angry current; and aided us much in 
making a safe passage. At least, it gave us great pleasure to know that wo 
were watcl.cd with interest by those strangei's. I have since renewed the 
acquaintance I then made, with some of them, and found them such people 
as one would choose for neighbors and friends. 

At the time of taking the precaution of securing my journal in the top of 
my hat, I little thought of ever being called upon for an extract like this. 

Towards evening of the same day, I arrived at my home, having traveled 
through some of the best, and certainly some of the most delightful and 
beautiful country I had ever before seen. In sixty-five miles I passed but 
one house. At that time I did not know of a family residing in- what is now 
Walworth county ; if .there were any, they must have lived on the extreme 
south side. 

A CHAPTEK ON NAMES. 

The first settler at Beloit was Thiebeau, but the people called him Tebo. 
After he sold his claim" at Beloit, he moved to the foot of Lake-Koshkonong, 
where I was acquainted with him. He told me that the name, Koshkonono-. 
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was a Winnebago nam«, and means "the place where we shave;" as when 
he and another kvadej: first came into the. country, they left- thoir razors at 
the lake, and would ti'avel around ainong the Indians trading for furs ; but 
when they wanted to shave, they -returaed to their head-quarters at the4ake. 
The Pottawattamies had a village on the oast side, and their name signified : 
The lake we live an^ Emerald Grova was named by Dr.- James Heath. 
Mount ZionvraS fii-st so called by James AVood and Erastus Goddington. 
Johnstown took its name ft-om J. A. Fletcher, Esq. ; Prairie du Lac, from the 
small lakes on the north-east side of the:pl'airi'e ; but our letters, being fre- 
quently miscamedto Prairie du Sac, or as we generally called it SaoPrairie» 
north-west of the Wisconsin river, in order to prevfent that, we met and named 
the town Milton. Otter Creek took its name from the number of slides 
along its banks at the time of surveying. 



Narrative of (reorge W. Ogden, Esq., of Milton, neo-r the foot of Lalce 
Koshhonong. 

In company with Dwight Foster; F. A. Jewett, Gilbert MeNaught, and 
my brother, wo left Milwaukee in the month of September, 1836, with an 
ox teanij wending our way' westward for the Rock river valley^ for the pur- 
pose of finding homes m this,'then/ar Northwest, so recently the theatre of 
tlie severe and protracted conflict between Black Hawk and' his savage 
hordes, and the " pale facesf in which ■the." Indians had the worst of the 
conflict, not to say of the cause, and in which they' wore completely subdued 
and driven beyond the Mississippi, and a perrrianent peace established a 
few years previous. We took aboard a bag of -flour, some pdrk, and a very 
few cooking utensils— ^sufficient for " baching it " on the frontier. After 
leaving Waukesha, we found but one settler before reaching what is now 
the city of Janesvilie. Here Mr. Janes kept a small log tavern. This was 
the only building in the " city." We .stayed here' all night, sleeping on some 
deer skins, thrown on the floor ; and this, indeed, we- thought to be very gobd 
lodging, we were so fatigtied with our travel. The next morning we started 
on Atkinson's trail, a little east of north, and ti-aveled across Rock and Du- 
Lac prairies, until wo ai'rived at Otter creek, in the north part of the county ; 
from this point we traveled duo west until we reached Rock river, at the foot 
of lake Koshkonong, where the village of Milton "is now situated, with its 
two giant irou- arms diverging and reaching out already to Madison arid Janes- 
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ville, and yet in a short time to grnsp the "father of waters" at Dubuque and 
Prairie du Chien, the hand of civilization had not made a mark. Here we 
concluded to stop and commence our future homes. My brother, a few 
months previous, had been here and built a small log cabin, in which we at 
once commenced " housekeeping." My claim included the camp ground of 
Black Hawk, and from indications, the Indians must have remained several 
weeks, living on clams, fish, wild rice and game. We found heaps ,of clam 
shells, three or four feet across, and a foot deep ; and even at the present day 
I frequently run my plow through these heaps of shells. This old camp 
ground covered nearly two aci'es ; the tent poles were then standing together, 
with his flag-stag painted in a fantastic manner. These poles remained 
standing severaJ years. Here were several recent graves, also one skeleton, 
placed in a wood trough, with another turned over it, inside of a small pen, 
laid up of poles, all on the surface of the ground. I have plowed out at va- 
rious times, large shells, at least a foot and a half in length, shaped like the 
periwinkle — undoubtedly sea shells — but how they came here is the ques- 
tion. A large number of ancient mounds are here ; I have, however, leveled 
sevei'fil of them with my plow, and turned out various rehcts, such as human 
bones, beads, pieces of wampum, stone battle axes, &c. 

Thiebeau, (pro. Tebo,) a Canadian, the former and earliest proprietor of 
Beloit,, with his two Indian wives, resided near my claim, on what is now 
known as Thiebeau's point. He with his family — he had three or four chil- 
dren — remained here until the winter of 1837-38, when he was murdered, 
no doubt by his son Francis and his mother, one of his wives. This resulted 
fronj a family quarrel;- he wishing to remain here and cultivate the land, 
they were anxious to follow the Indians west of the Mississippi. 

The Indians in considerable numbers remained around in this vicinity for 
several years, and even until very recently, they have made annual visits to 
fish and gather rice, which formerly grew m great abundance on the borders 
of the lake. I was in the habit of traificking with them ; selhng them 
"quashagon," bread ; " coocoosh," pork ; "wahbumbra," melons and squashes, 
and received in payment, buckskins, venison, moccasins, buckskin coats, <fec. 

At one time I came near having trouble with a company of six Indians. 
I had a grindstone, the only one perhaps in Rock county, and I allowed the 
Indians to grind their knives and tomahawks whenever 'they wished to. This 
was in the latter part of the winter, when these Indians came to my shanty 
and asked the privilege of grinding, which I readily granted them as usual. 
After grinding, they came into my shanty — I was alone ; the only white per- 
son in the settlement — they asked for food. I had been in the habit of giv- 
ing it them frequently, but at this time I was almost out myself, and did not 
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know when I could get moie from Milwaukee. I ktiew they were nearly 
famished — Shaving consumed their winter's stock of rice and muskrats — and 
pitied them ; but was obliged to refuse them. They then offered me mon- 
ey, even to a handful of half dollars, for a small piece of bread; but I told 
them how little I had, and that 1 knew not when I could get more. I could 
talk Indian considerably then. Still they insisted on having something to 
eat, and one of them stepped to my pork barrel and took off the cover and 
looked iu, where I had a few small pieces of pork swimming in the brine, 
and manifested a dispositiou to take jt, when, I took my ax and resolutely 
stepped towards him, told him to " puckach^e," clear out. I was fully de- 
termined to split him down if he, had not desisted, and he undoubtedly 
thought so; for he stepped back, and after some consultation they left rnc 
unmolested. I almost tremble eyen at this l3,te day, when I consider. the 
risk that I run, and my fortunate escape from my probable and almost inev- 
itable fate, had I sti-uck the Indian down, with such odds against me ; and 
the probable effect that would have been produced on the others, under the 
circumstances. 

GEORGE W. OGDEN. 
0. GuEENssY, Cor. Secretary, dc. 



HISTORY AND STATISTICAL VIEW OF THE SEVERAL 

TOWNS IN THE COUNTY, ALPHABETICALLY 

ARRANGED. 



Avosr. 



This is town 1, range 10, east. It is divided into eleven school districts, 
and has eight school houses. Number of soholaig, 314. It rece:ives the 
present year from the State school fund, $236,88. I'here are in this town 
89 fai-ms. We cannot better describe the town than to use the language of 
the following communication from J. L. V. Thomas, Esq., our worthy and 
gentlemanly Clerk of the Board of Supervisors ; he also gives a history and 
description of the Norwegian settlement situated in part in this town. 

AVON, AND THE NORWEGIAN SETTLEMENT. 

Col. 0. Gtjeknset — Sir: 
The town of Avon is the most south-westerly town of the county; the 
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south lino of the town being the Stats lino bet^veen Illinois and Wisconsin ; 
and the west line being the eotinty line botween'Roclc and Green couBties. 

Avon is-a well-wateved and well-timbered township ; about one quarter be- 
ing prairie and the balance burr oak and white oak openings, and rich bot- 
tomland along the Sugar river, a small but fine stream running through the 
south-west part of the town. From these fcottom lands a large quantity of 
wild grass is annufllly cut.' The village of Avon is on Sand prairie ; la very 
level, beautiful,' but sandy ]3rairie, which extends along the Sugar river for 
many miles. It is near the river — where there is a giist mill and saw mill, 
two steres, blacksmith shop, (fee. 

The township'Was settled in 1844. Among the names of the early set- 
tlors are Jos. Kinney, Jr., Mr. Northrop, ■ Jos. Huntley, Wm. Crippin, H. 
Scales, W. F. Thompson, Wm. Grimes and Jos. Watson. The town was 
not bi'gatiizcd until 1B46, previous to' which' it was apartof the town of New- 
ark. Its population in 1860 was 579, and in 1855 it was 758. 

The town officers in 1855 were: Supervisors, A. N. Randall, chairman; 
Alvin Randall and Hiram Howard. Town Clerk, Anson Sherwood. Town 
Treasurer, Wm. Grimes. Town Superintendent, Lafayette Odell. Assessor, 
Walter 0. Pearl. The completion of the Milwaukee' & Mississippi Railroad 
from JanOsville west to the Sugar river, about two miles north of the north 
line of the town, will develop the resources of this town, and make Avon 
better known and appreciated. 

THE N0H,W,EGI.4.N SETTLEMENT. 

Some of the early pioneers of Rock county were Norwegians, many of 
whom have resided here since 1,836. A nucleus was early formed in the 
town of Newark, near where the town corners with the towns of Plymouth, 
Avon and Spiing Valley, in a beautiful valley, christened by the eai-ly Nor- 
wegian settlers, Luther Valley. A church was built in the year 1847, and 
a few years after a village laid out callad Bornitz, which, however, is not a 
place of any considerable importance; the majority of the Norwegians being 
agriculturists. There is, however, a printing office there, from which is pub- 
lished the Emigrantcn, a respectable newspaper, which has until lately been 
the only permanent Scandinavian newspaper in the United States. It is 
published by a society, at the head of which is the Rov.' Diedrichtson, the 
much esteemed pastor of the Norwegian Lutheran society there. Mr. P. I. 
Pflcischer is the edil®- of the Emigranten. 

Rev. Claud Lars Clausou was the first pastor and leader of the Norwe- 
gians in this neighborhood ; and although now a resident of Mitchell county, 
Iowa, deserves an honorable place among the early settlers of this county. 
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us an honest man and a gentleman. Cleophus Holverson, Lars Siraonson, 
Inbred Ingerbretson, Gunder Holver, Gens Enudson, Peter Holverson and 
Andrew AriTiundgon are among the early Norwegian pioneers. From an ac- 
quaintance of eight years with- the Norwegians within the influence of the 
settlement above described, I can say that, as a class, they are an honest, 
industi'ious, entei-prising and moral population. They assume the habits 
(except office seeking) of the American people faster than any European 
population with which I am acquainted. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN L. V. THOMAS.. 



THE FOLLOWING ARE AMONG THE LARGEST FARMERS IN AVON i 



NAMES. 



John Kennada, 
Wm. C. Seals, 
I. O. Barr, 
Patrick Finney^ 
H. W. Diteon, 
James Barnes, 
Alvin Randall, 
Easton Johnson, 
Rufus Breed, 
Seyraore Chamberlain, 
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HISTORY OF BELOIT. 



By KEV. H. LTMAN. 



Beloit is otte of the south tier of towns in Rook County, and in the gov- 
ernmental survey is known as town one, range 12, E. It is, therefore, con- 
termirious with territory belonging to the State of Illinois. The Rock river 



46 

runs from Borth to south through its -whole extent ; cherishing the verdure 
on its margin ; aflbrding sites of beauty on its bluftSj and imparting power 
to the busy mill wheels in its course. Of the aboriginal condition of the 
town, Mttle is known. Its smface, indeed, beai's various marks impressed by 
the hand of its former lords, but; these exist in charactei-s so illegible, that 
they reveal no important certainty to the inquirer. The old graves found at 
distant intervals, tell us that Death has befen doing his work in the past ages ; 
the choice of picturesque bluffs as the 'place of sepulture, speaks of respect 
for the dead, and witnesses for the extinct race that a sense of the beautiful 
and gi'and actuated them as it does their more polished successors, to select 
as a final resting place Mount Hopes and Mount Aubums. 

Other ancient works of human hands are found in the mounds scattered 
here and there, but chiefly aggregated within what is now the College in- 
closure; but what these signify-^whether they speak of war or of worehip, 
is a matter of conjecture merely, and the best conjecture we may suppose has 
occurred to him. who has with most painstaking and research, applied him- 
self to the investigation of this general subject. See a paper published by 
Professor Lapham, of Milwaukee, 

The name, Beloit, originated with a committee appointed by a conven- 
tion of citizens who were not satisfied with Kew Albany, the name which 
for a few months the town wore. The story is as follows: The committee 
having the matter in charge, being in consultation, one of its members was 
at labor to, shape a French word to an English termination, 'when another 
jnember, Mr. L. G. Fisher, Catching by the ear a sound somewhat analogous, 
pronounc(id the word Beloit, which was agreed upon in committee and 
adopted by the convention. Such was the origin of the distinctive and eu- 
phoneous name, Beloit. ,^. 

The story of the first settlement of this town, is parcel of that pertaining 
to the State generally. No stories remain among our legends like those 
which make memorable the mor« romantic and perilous beginnings in New 
England or even Ohio. No wild foes lay in ambush about our corn fields, 
nor beset our home-path. 

The moral lesson whose last teachings were uttered in 1833, at the dis- 
persion of the Black Hawk array, were then so recent that the Indians were 
fain to give a wide berth to the pale faces, or to put on their blandest man- 
ners when tliey ventured among them. We know nothing of the stern dif- 
ficulties of settlement encountered by those who carried their com so far to 
mill, that the meal became exhausted in feeding -the carrier before he could 
reach home. The steamboat connecting our market by lake navigatiomvith 
older States, and the prairie wagou-road lying between us apd market, held 
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out facilities to this ' to>vn in common with tliis region, such as have favored 
the beginnings of no previous settlements since the migration of Abraham 
from Ur of the Ghaldees. Instead of the sad and sanguinaiy incidents gen- 
erally inwoven with the beginnings of population, those relating to the 
first settlement of Beloit, which are best remembered, are so coipipounded of - 
th« earnest and the ludicrous, that the rehearaal of, them inflicts no wound 
upon the tenderest sensibilities. Let the following be taken as examples : 

Tlie year 1835 marks the flist step towards the settlement of this town. 
The settlement began at the site of the present village of Beloit, at which 
place all the, settlers were domiciled until after the land sale, which took place 
in February, 1S38 or '9i . 

Caleb Blodgett was the first of the settlers. He found at his first visit 
to this place in, 1835, Thiebeau, a Frenchman, who had taken an Indian 
wife, wlio pretended to claim a territory somewhat indefiijite in extent. 
This equivocal claim it was the fii-st care of Blodgett to quiet, and in this he 
epsily succeeded. TJje consideration paid to Tiebeau was $250. The next 
object to wMch he bent his energies^ was to fortify his own claim so that it 
would appear respectable in the eyes of succeeding adventurers, and stand 
the test of border law. Th© mode of establishing a claim' was to make-soma^ 
improvement upon the ground, and to effect this, th« readiest plan was to 
plow a furrow on the prairie. But as the amount of land which can be so 
claimed by one individual in his own name, was by general consent limited 
to 320 acres; and as such an amount of land boro no propoi-tion to the en- 
terprise of Blodgett, nor to the unbounded claim which he'had acquired fi'om 
Thiebeau, it became necessary to extemporize men for the exigency. Men 
of straw wore accordingly found. Greenings^ loafers, and those whose-young- ■ 
ness incapacitated them from seeing that they might just as well caiTe a 
portion for themselves, all, were hired into the employment of Blodgett. 
They prospected and made claims in their own names, but really on Im ac- 
count. Thus, while in the transaction all the glory came to the,m, all tl>e 
^ro/?i finally inured to him. In this way the.olairii ef Blodgett was made' 
to extend to four miles square, or in the descriptive phrsjso of the times "to 
all the land adjoining him." 

An incident of -these stirring times is preserved, which may claim an jn- 
sertionhere. In consequence of the unlooked-for increase of the number of 
eaters which the expedient just related had collected around the board, the 
department pf supplies wasted, apace. This state of facts was duly.reportod 
by Mrs. Blodgett to her lord, who was just then absorbed by cares so numer- 
ous and weighty as to have no time to bestow upon a matter so inconsider- 
able. Through this neglect the case soon swelled up to an e;x%ency. There 
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were twenty who liad supped at that table the night before, and who were 
then sleeping in the undisturbsd confidence that they should find the morn- 
ing repast at the same board, when Mr. Blodgett was posed by a testwhidh 
made an occasion to display the resources of his generalship. The end had 
come — there was nothing in the bag and nothing in the- barrel; one hour 
would bring the breakfast time, and the material basis of that ceremony was 
yet to bo found. But he rose with the occasion; his expedients were prompt 
and equal to the emergency; and, marching oat to the yard where the steers 
were resting fi'ora the toil of plowing yesterday's claims, he planted a blow 
upon the head of old Bright which operated as a final discharge frdm the re- 
newal of similar toil, and in a few minutes he reappeared, bearing a full sup- 
ply of steak for the occaMon. 

Another incident, illustrative of the spirit of those early times, requires a 
brief notice. The lands on the west of Rock river were surveyed, and ear- 
lier in the market than those on the eastern bank; and yet,- with a seeming 
fatuity, or for reasons which no man can now see, the men in search of laiid, 
with great uniformity, came to buy rights under the Blodgett claim, in pref- 
erence to taking up land equally fertile over the rivei', which was already in 
market. Ti'adition relates .that such a land seeker arrived at Beloit in the 
afternoon with a span of horses which were fpr sale. Blodgett liked the 
horses, and made no objection to the price ; indeed he would purchase them 
and give for them a clHim to a quarter-section of land. This offer the own- 
er concluded to accept. As soon as the bargain was made, Blodgett had- the 
horeos harnessed to a plow, and with his new team drove out and plowed, in 
three hours, the furrow which perfected the claim which the mornino' fol- 
lowing he gave in payment for the horses. 

The year 1837 constitutes- an era in the history of this town, from which 
•dates the rising of its social community, its schools, its religipus institutions 
— ^all that now characterizes it. 

In February, of that year, came Dr. Horace White, asan agent of "The 
New England Company," and purchased of Blodgett one-third of his claim. 
A company known in annals the of this town as the "New England Company" 
was formed in New England for tlje purpose of facilitating the work of emi- 
gration, and to constitute a congenial, social community where they shoi^d 
locate. Although ho . articles stipulated for such an object, it was under- 
stood that whercver-they should locate, they would unite in sustaining the 
institutions of science and of religion, and all those adjuncts which contrib- 
ute to the happiness, thrift and elevation of society. 

This implied pledge has been realized. The names of individuals com- 
prising that company were David J. Bundy, Horace White, Horace Hobart, 
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John W. Bicknell and liis sons, George W. and Otis P. Bicknell, Israel Pho- 
ney, A. L. Field, R. P. Crane, A. B. Howe, Mrs. Lucy Dyer and two sons, 
Israel Cheney, Ira Young, L. C. Beech, and Leonard Hatch. 

In the previous year, 1837, came Charles F. H. Goodhue, who had before 
resided in Sherbroolc, Canada, and who had just before made a claim and a 
beginnning at Watertown, Wisconsin. By his attorney, Tyler Moore, he 
bought of Blodgett one-fourth part of his whole claim, and immediately set 
about building a saw-mill, which the wants of the people and the danger of 
coming frost drove on night and day to completion. Mr. John Hacket came 
also in May, 1836. At a later day he became the firet post master, first 
legislator, and now, in middle life, is among our first citizens. The same 
year came also L. G. Fisher. He had started from Milwaukee -with his face 
set toward the mineral region. Following a trail, he had proceeded to Wa- 
tertown, where, meeting with Goodhue, a former acquaintance, his course 
was deflected by the glowing representations of Goodhue, touching the beau- 
ties of the lower Kpck, and finally both came together in a dug-out down to New 
Albany, now Beloit. As they were completing the arrangements for their 
voyage, three passengers presented themselves who wished to go with them. 
They were accepted on the condition that they should work the craft and 
so pay their passage. The river was uncommonly high, and they were with- 
out a chart. No material incident of the voyage is preserved, except that 
iu passing the rocks and rapids at Monterey, their progress became so rapid 
that they were impressed with their first ileas of railroad speed, and of the 
consequences of a collision. Fisher gave in to the representations of Good- 
hue, and speedily bought of him one-fourth part of his purchase, which was 
equal to one-sixteenth of the whole Blodgett claim. About this time a 
grist-mill was erected on the Turtle creek, which has an especial interest, be- 
cause it is believed to be the first similar mill in the state. Customers came to 
mill from a distance of one hundred and five milQS. This mill was built by 
Charles F. H. Goodhue, iind is still working in the possession of William T. 
Goodhue, his son. 

The same year, Maj, Charles Johnson, and' John Doolittle, bought two- 
twelfths of the Blodgett claim. In this way the site of the present village 
and much of the adjacent land was parcelled out. That we may have the 
original division before us at one view, we will here recapitulate : 

Blodgett, in 1835 and'6, bought the somewhat nebulous claim of Thiebeau, 
for the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars. 

In 1837, Dr. White bought of Blodgett four-twelfths of the same claim in 
behalf of "The New England Company," paying three thousand dollars 

therefor. 

4 
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Goodhue, in 1837, bought of Blodgett three-twelfths of the claim, at the 
price of two thousfiud dollars. 

Fisher bought one-fourth part of Goodhue's purchase for five hundred dol- 
lars. 

Doolittlo and Maj. Johnson bought two-twelfths of Blodgett's claim, pay- 
ing therefor fifteen hundred dollars. 

Blodgett retained one-fourth of his original interest. According to the 
ratio here indicated, the original proprietors divided the village and the sur- 
rounding lands. 

After the settlement of the town had thus fully commenced, it continued 
at so rapid a rate that for a short time the supplies which the industry of tho 
farmers could f umisli, could not keep pace with the demand. Some minds, 
however, began to forecast the necessity of a market which might receive tho 
anticipated overflow of agricultural affluence. The question was raised in a 
public meeting " Whore shall we find a future market for our produce ?" 

Dr. White being present, was of the opinion that the incoming popula- 
tion would demand all that could be produced for a long time, and that no 
surplus would be found within twenty years. 

The fallibility of uninspired men in regard to things in the future was nev- 
er more clearly illustrated than in this instance. Three years after the date 
of that utterance, there was a surplus of all kinds of produce; wheat was 
worth only twenty-five cents and corn ten cents. A bushel of wheat was 
offered and refused in exchange for a pound of salaratus. 

To conclude, however, that the price of agricultural produce was uniformly 
low, or even moderate, would lead us into a fallacy. Owing sometimes to 
improvidence, but more frequently to the badness of the roads, the market 
became bare, and the citizens had to make their wits serve as a committee on 
ways and means. At first, flour came from Ohio and from New .York. 
The ports at which Beloit ti'aded were Southport, Milwaukee and Chicago. 
One week was the time consumed in a round trip. The state of the roads 
might easily double that time. 

When from any cause supplies ran short, report was had to the river. 
Goodhue's race was made to ovei-fiow its banks, and no small portion of tho 
soUd matter left upon the flats after such an occurrence consisted of sucker?. 
Whoever can recall the events of 1838-40 will not fail to find suckers and 
hoccake in the grouping. In the spring of 1838 the member representing 
the commissariat of each of the few families then in Beloit might be seen 
with baskets on the flats gathering suckers for breakfast. The modern citi- 
zen can but poorly sympathise in the gusto of the joke when some aboriginal 
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citizen now directs a boy, peddling suckers, to "cjirry them to Mr. Bundy, or 
Mr. Colley, who is very fond of them and will surely buy the lot." 

It should be borne in mind that while all this claiming had been going on, 
while there had been divisions and fractional divisions, and while fortunes al- 
ready began to be inflated and to confer consequence, the land, the very sub- 
stratum of all, had not been bought. The United States owned it, and 
should they conclude to use it themselves, all these transactions and their 
consequences would prove " like the baseless fabric of a vision." And yet, 
as an antitype of squatter sovereignty, the men on the ground had inaugu- 
rated a complete system. They had made an officer to register claims, had 
appointed a committee on contested rights, and, in short, done all those things 
that would have been becoming had they been invested w ith the soil in fee 
and the rights of jurisdiction. 

The effects of this irregular proceeding, however, was so to fkcilitate fU- 
ture operations, that when the land sale in March, 1838, occurred, one man 
was sufficient to represent the many interests. That duty was devolved 
upon Mr. L. O. Fisher, who, attending in Milwaukee, discharged it to the 
satisfaction of the parties concerned. 

The new accession of IBS'? to the population, began to manifest its power 
in the erection of those institutions which at this day constitute the glory 
and strength of Beloit, 

At the first meeting of the temtorial legislature, following the apportion- 
ment of the Blodgett claim to the New England Company and others, Maj. 
Johnson and Cyrus Ames were sent as lobby membei-s to Burlington, in 
Iowa, where the representatatives of the large -territory now constituting the 
two states of Wisconsin and Iowa were assembled, They went down the 
river in a dug-out to Bock Island, subsisting on smoked suckers and other 
primitive ship stores. From that point they took a steamer up the Missis- 
sippi to Burlington, the place of assembly, 

A prominent object of this trip, and one in which they succeeded, was to 
obtain an act of incorporation for a seminary. Thus early and earnestly 
did the people of this town initiate a system which ever since they have pur- 
sued with dilligence, to provide for the youthful generation the highest class 
of scholastic training. 

It wiU assist us to understand the ease with which this county w^ subi 
dued, if we compare our history with that of regions where tall forests had 
to be removed, and where, for many years, undecayed roots obstructed the 
plow, In such countries, feUing, cutting, log-rolling, burning, picking up 
and f«ncing, are but the beginning of sorrows. The stumps and stubborn 
roots remain from year to year stumbling blocks and ej'e-sores, deflecting 
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furrows and prccludiog the use of tlio mower, the cultivator, and other eco- 
nomical implements by which the muscular labor of the farmer has been re- 
lieved, and the productiveness of the soil increased. When the first set- 
tlers came here the broad plain was ready for the plow ; and thousands of 
acres were covered with grass, and other thousands were outspread around 
without a root to obstruct or a stump to mar the scene. The crops were 
put in and matured without the protection of fences, during the first two 
ygars. 

Although as appears in the foregoing recital, immigration did much for 
this place in the first days of its history, it was judged neither safe nor desi- 
rable to neglect other means whereby population might be increased and its 
perpetual succession insured. 

Recoui-se was had the expedient of ord iuary generation. To this peren» 
nial fountain of popula,tion are we indebted for scool-houses full of slips and 
rudiments of humanity, whose names are yet to be made and whose parts 
are all to be acted in time to come. 

The first accession through this channel to the population of Beloit, was 
gained on the 29th day of March, 1838, in the person of Lucian Dwight 
Mears, who has smce grown into a college freshman. 

The record which preserves and verifies this fact is found in manuscript, 
in the Bible of the elder Mr. Mears. 

All the people regarded this birth as an event-^the women were proud and 
jubilant — the news ran through the whole circuit of New Albany-^the fa- 
thers of the settlement were tickled ; they cotigi-atulated the parents, sug- 
gested an illumination, talked more at large of giving a lot to bless the boy 
and encourage the parents, (the lot was even designated); but the week 
passed, the excitement subsided, they became first prudent, then oblivious, 
and like many genial promptings, the benevolent thought blasted, in blossom- 
ing, and perished from memories on the spot where it sprang. The rights 
under it are now bared by the statute of limitations, but the lot remaineth 
unto this very day ; on Broad street it may be seen. 

A school-house was built in 1839, and the expense was defrayed by the 
voluntary offering of the settlers. 

The first sermon was preached in a shanty building, by Rev. Professor 
Whitman, a Baptist. ' 

ORGANIZATION AND LIMITS OF TOWN. 

The town of Beloit was constituted by an act of the territorial legislature, 
approved l7th February, 1842i , At its organization the town embraced an 
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area equal to about four townships wliicb is described as follows: 

Townships number one of range 10, 11, 12, and 13, ' except that the two 
eastern tiers of sections, and also the north section of the third tier from 
town one, range thirteen, were given to Clinton, and sections 19, 20, 21, 28, 
29, 31, 32, and 33, of town two, range thiiieen, wove taken into Beloit. 

Without the addition of the sections on the north, the town would have 
been in a regular form, twentyrtwo miles from east to west, by six miles 
from north to south. The addition of those sections made the line irreg- 
ular. 

The first town meeting was held at the sphpoi-house, in Beloit, and for 
purposes of organization. Hazen Cheney was made chairman, and Edward 
Bicknell, clerk. 

The following extracts from the recoi-ds of this fii-st meeting wUl engage 
a moment's notice : 

" Voted to set the office of Collector up at auction and the one that will 
give the most to the town out of the five per cent, allowed by law, shall 
have the office." " Bid off by Henry Meara at four per cent." " Voted 
that this meeting stand pledged to support the man for chairman of the 
board of supervisors who will pay the most to the town out of the two dol- 
lars per day allowed him by law for services in said office." " Bid off by 
Sehy Kidder at one dollar per day." 

Alas, for public pledges ! Republics are ungi'ateful. This young democ- 
racy having solicited a bribe and pledged to accept it, after all elected anoth- 
er man. Mr. Kidder put himself at half price and so had the pledge, while 
a full priced man, David J. Bundy, obtained the votes. Political aspirants, 
take note ! 

The officers elected at this first town meeting were David J. Bundy, Jo- 
seph CoUey, and John P. Houstin, supei-visors ; Israel C. Cheney,, town 
clerk; Asael B. Howe, assessor; Edwin Bicknell, treasurer; Henry Mears, 
collector; S. G. CoUye, Chas. M. Messer, and Alex Douglass, commissioners 
of highway ; Leonard Humphrey, Milo Goodrich, , and Jesse Moore, commis- 
sioners of schools ; Otis Bicknell, constable ; Ira Hearsey, sealer of meas- 
ures ; Thos. Crosby, John Reed, and Richard Dole, fence viewers. 

When the newly elected ofiScers came to be sworn in, the record indicates 
that the oath was strengthened to correspond to the weighty interests which 
were to be affected by the respective functionaries. Thus a fence viewer 
was sworn only to support the constitution of the United States ; a com- 
missioner of highways to support the constitution and to be a good officer ; 
but the chairman of supervisors, in addition to takin? care of the c^nstitu- 
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lion and doing tlie duties of his office, was sworn that he " would do equal 
right and justice by all men ;" and it is believed that he did. 

The first organization of churches in Beloit, dates from 1838. From the 
day of the arrival of the New England company in 1837, public religious 
worship on the Sabbath was instituted by Congregationalists, and never 
afterwards omitted. Before the arrival of Rev. Mr. Adams, woi-ship was con^ 
ducted by laymen, atid consisted of singing, prayer, and reading a printed 
sermon. In December of that year, the Congregationalists, who were sup- 
plied by the stated ministrations of Uev. Wm. M. Adams, and the Metho- 
dists, supplied by the occasional ministrations of Rev. Mr. Tuttle, of Roscoe, 
111., organized churches of their respective denominations. 

The former consisted of twonty^oUr, and the latter of five members. At 
that time the whole population numbered one hundred and fifteen. TIio 
following brief statements will indicate the origin and growth of the several 
churches existing in this town : 

tHE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Was organized 27th of Dec, 1838. They hstve been supplied as follows; 
Rev. Tuttle, 1838 to 1840; Rev. Milton Bourne, Sept., 1840 to 1842; Rev. 
Alpha Warren, Sept., 1842 to 1843; Rev. ,0. W. Munger, Sept., 1843 to 
1845; Rev. Zadock Hall, Sept., 1845 to 1846. 

A house of worship was built in 1847, at a cost of $4,300. Rev. John 
Nolan, 1855-56. Original membership, 5; present membership, 201, 
Sabbath school, 125. Volumes in librar}-, 350. 

CONGKEGATIONAL CHUKCII. 

This church was organized 30th of Dec, 1838. Rev. Wm. M. Adams 
assisted at the organization of the church, and continued preaching half the 
time to them, and half the time at Rockton, for two years. Mr. Adams was 
succeeded in Nov., 1840, by Rev. Dexter C. Clary, who continued to labor 
with this people for ten years. He was installed in Feb., 1844, and dis- 
missed in the autumn of 1850. For three years after Mr. Clary's dismis- 
sion the church was without a pastor, but was supplied by Rev. Dr. Chapin, 
Rev. Professor Emmerson, Rev. Professor Porter, officers of the college, and 
also by Rev. Messrs. Huggins, Randall and Blodgett. In the autumn of 
1853 their present pastor, Rev. H. N. Brindsmade, D. D., commenced his 
labors among them. This church received missionary aid durino- the first 
year of its existence, and since that period has been self-sustaining. 

This church has enjoyed several extensive revivals, and has been in a pros- 
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erected by this society, and dedicated in January, 1844. It cost four thou- 
sand dollars, and was the third church edifice erected in Wisconsin. A 
church at Green Bay, and the 1st Presbyterian church at Milwaukee, alone 
had preceded it. The church building was much enlarged in 1853. , It will 
now accommodate six hundred and fifty persons. But again, in 1856, it is 
found too small for the congregation, and measures are now matured for the 
immediate erection of one that can contain fifteen hundred, and that is ex- 
pected to cost $28,000. 

On the 6th day of Feb., 1856, by a vofe of the society, the site for this 
new church -was determined. Its location' is fifty rods north-east of the pres- 
ent site. 

1)1 the spring of 1840, at their o\yn request, forty-six members were dis- 
missed for the purpose of constitwtfng a new body. In continuance of this 
puipose they were constituted a Presbyterian church. 

The number of members is 338. Number in Sabbath school, 148. Vol- 
umes in Sabbath school library, 950. 

A committee of inquiry on Missions exists in this church, which collects 
and presents monthly to the congregation, the state of Missions throughout 
the world. 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

In 1840,came Rev. Aaron Humphrey ,from New York, and established wor- 
sliip. His labors were divided and shared by this place in connection with 
Belvidere and Janesville. Mr. Humphrey organized in his own house the 
little band of Episcopalians on the 26th of Feb., 1841. Finding, in 1845, 
that the burden of years superadded to the burden of the parish were be- 
coming too weighty, he gave place in that year to Rev. S. C. Millett, who 
continued ministrations in this society until 1853. Rev. I. E. C. Smedes, 
in deacon's orders, succeeded 30th July, 1854, and continues (1856) the 
pastor of this people. 

A new and beautiful church edifice has been completed by this society, 
which is the only one on the west side of the river. The site was given by 
John Hackett, Esq. The comer stone was laid in the spring of 1848. It 
was occupied in Dec, 1851. The building is of stone, in the gothic style, 
and is capable of seating three hundred persons. Cost, $5,700. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

In 1842 worship was instituted according to the rites of the Roman Cath- 
olic church. Beloit, being too weak to maintain an independent existence, 
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was appended a^ a mission to the Parish of Janesville. Having no building 
in whicli to celebrate their worship, they were kindly invited by Capt. T. A. 
Power to occupy rooms in his dwelling. Such prosperity was given to their 
society that it soon swelled beyond the capacity of their acoommpdations, and 
they consequently removed to a bam. These now quarters were furnished 
them by Capt. Power, who finally gave the barn to the society, which being 
accepted by them, was fitted up for more permanent use. Capt. Power con- 
tinued, while he hved, a liberal patronage to this society ; and his kindness 
has since been continued by his widow, who has given the Catholic church 
on School street, at a central location, two lots, on which there is now erected 
a substantial stone edifice, one hundred and three by forty-seven feet. The 
society now embraces more than one hundred families. 

BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The Baptist church was constituted on the first day of May, 1841, and 
had originally fomteen members. Kev. A. Burgess officiated. This church 
has been blessed with a large measure of spiritual prosperity. Revivals, at- 
tended with great power, have been enjoyed. Between three and four hun- 
dred have been received to its communion; two colonies proceeding fi:om 
it have become independent churches — one having its center at Rock and 
the other at Newark. The following pastors have labored among this peo- 
ple: — 

Rev. A. B. Winchell preached at Turtle and at Beloit. In 1844, Rev. J. 

Trowbridge was called. Rev. Harris succeeded in 184 — . In 1844, 

Rev. Niles Kinney. Rev. Daniel Eldiidge succeeded and suppUed at Beloit 
half of the time. Rev. Thomas Holmes became pastor in January, 1866. 

The infancy of this society was cherished by Miss Moore, who, when the 
members were few, expended labor and money most bountifully to promote 
the interest of the scattered sheep. The church located on School street 
cost $5000. Number in Sabbath school, 65. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

This church, as is seen fr6m the foregoing history, was formed from mate- 
rials supplied from the Congregational church. From that body forty-six 
members were dismissed, who, on the 21st day of March, 1849, were, Rev. 
L. H. Ross, of Rockford, officiating, assisted by Rev. Messrs. Clary, Bush- 
nell and L. Benedict, constituted the first Presbyterian church of Beloit. 

Rev. A. Eddy having been called to the pastorate of this church, com- 
menced to labor in it on the 24th of July and continued in their service un- 
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til the spring of 1855, when ill health required a release. The present 
house of worship was erected in 1849, and dedicated 23d July) 1850. It 
cost $6000. A bell, manufactured by Menely, weighing 1600 pounds, has 
since been added to it. 

Rev. Luman Hawes, late of Carroll College, Waukesha, was called to 
the pastoral office and commenced labors with this society in December, 
1855. 

Its Sabbath school numbers 103 scholars. Its S. g- library has in it 350 
volumes. Its membership is 151 ; average attendance, 400. The session 
#f this church consists of a pastor and a bench of seven elders, 

UNION SCHOOLS. 

An eft'ort has been made to sustain at Beloit public or common schools of 
a high giade. The schools are constituted in three grades. Teachers are 
liberally paid. The wages of principal of the character required is eight 
hundred dollars for an academic year ; assistants are hberally paid. A school 
house which cost six thousand dollars, stands on the east side of the river, 
and one to cost twelve thousand is in progress on the west side, and will be 
completed about the firet of July next. 

FEMALE SEMINARy. 

A new Female Seminary was established here late in 1854. A board of 
trustees was organized, and Ladies Isabella McQueen and Almira White 
who had gained experience and reputation as teachers in the State of New 
York, were engaged as associate principals. The success of the school ex- 
ceeded the expectation of its founders. Sixty-eight pupils were immediately 
collected in the Seminaiy, and the number has since been, increased to near 
one hundred. The proficiency exhibited by the pupils in successive examin- 
ations has justified the high expectations of the patrons. 

The seminary is located on the eastern bank of the river. 

POST OFFICE. 

When postal facilities began to be enjoyed by this people, their post office 
was at Chicago, ninety miles distant. When any one was going that way, 
an order on the post master was made out and signed by all the settlers. — 
Next, Belvidere became a post town, and the distance to the post office was 
reduced to twenty miles. Next an office was established at Eoscoe in 111., 
six miles fi-om Beloit, and a boy and horse were sent there weekly after the 
lettei-s. Next, in 1839, a post route from Belvidere to Janesville, passing 
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through Beloit, was granted, when John Hackett, Esq., was appointed P. M. 

The post masters who have successively served at Beloit, with their times 
of appointment are as follows: 

John Hackett, 1839; Selvy Kidder, 1840; Alfred L. Field, 1841; David 
toggle, 1845; W. C. Spaulding, 1847; Washington Bastiati, 1849; Allen 
Warden, 1853. 

As the returns of the post office are almost the best possible indices of the 
commerce and intelligence of a given locality, it has seemed good to present 
t]ie receipts of the post office so far as known. It is believed that the fol- 
lowing particulars relating to the increase of business in the post office will 
testify favorably for the intelligence and business of the town and compare 
advantageously with any office in the county, supplying an equal population. 

The total receipts for the first quarter after the establishment of the office 
in 1839, amounted to $60. 

The total receipts for the last quarter, under Mr. Bastian, amounted to 
$450 in the year 1853. 

The receipts of the post office for the last official quarter ending Dec. 30th, 
1855, amounted to $950. Showing an increase since three years ago, of 
$500 per quarter. The number of boxes required during Mr. Bastian's term 
was 300 ; since which the increase of the office business has demanded a 
larger building, and the establishment of 600 boxes and 25 drawei-s, which 
are all in constant use, and still the demand remains unsupplied. 

The present post office building is the largest, and affords the best accom- 
modation to the public — and its interaal arrangements for the transaction of 
the regular post office business is not surpassed byany office in the Stite. 

There are now 10 mail routes having their termini at Beloit — 5 dailies 
3 tri-weeklies and 2 weeklies^making the mail arrivals and departures 
amount to 1006. for each quarter. 

There are 150 dailies, 1163 weeklies, 400 monthlies, making in the ag- 
gregate, for each quarter, 29,719 papore and magazines received at this office. 

BELOIT COLLEGE. 

This institution is so interwoven with the social history and prosperity 
of Beloit that, in giving the chronicles of the town, those of the institution 
are necessarily comprehended. So far as we know, the idea of Beloit col- 
lege originated with three ministers, returning on a steamboat from a clerical 
convention held at Cleveland in June, 1844. They were Revds. Stephen 
Peet, Aaron L. Chapin and Theron Baldwin. 

On their way it was agreed that the time had come to lay the foun- 
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dations of a College. Their plati embraced the State of Illinoia, together 
with the territories of Wisconsin and Iowa. At a convention held at Beloit, 
on the 6th of August of the same year, wo find Iowa represnted by four 
ministers ; Illinois by 13 ministers and 14 laymen; Wisconsin by 16 ministers 
and 10 laymen. Soon, however, Iowa fell out of the scheme, and finally 
the lines were narrowed to embrace Wisconsin and Northern Illinois. For 
this region was contemplated providing collegiate education for youth of both 
sexes; and in order to unite the two political divisions in one enterprise, it 
was resolved to erect an institution for males a little north and for females a 
little south of the line of the two States, The institutions at Beloit and at 
Rockford are the realization of this idea. 

Other conventions were held in succession, at which it was agreed that the 
moral interests of the institution would be best secured by choosing for it a 
location away fi'om the commercial towns of the coast. The pretensions of 
Whitewater and of Waukesha were canvassed in connection with those of 
Beloit. -It was thought that a careful consideration was required before de- 
ciding to attempt uniting Wisconsin and Northern Illinois in a work of this 
kind. 

After a session of two days, they agreed upon a resolution expressing their 
own concuiTeuce in the plan, but recommending " that more time be allowed 
and further measures taken in order to ascertain the views of all the minis- 
ters and churches in this region, prior to final action.'' A circular was ac- 
cordingly sent to all the ministers and churches, inviting them to meet at 
Beloit and consider the question on the 27th of May, 1845. 

At that convention there were present representatives from all the Pres- 
byterian and Congregational bodies in this region as follows U 

Ottowa Presbytery, 4 ministers, 1 delegate ; Galena, 4 ministers, 2 dele- 
gates ; Fox River Union, 3 ministeis, 2 delegates ; Rock River Association, 
4 ministers, 2 delegates; Milwaukee Con., 8 ministers, 9 delegates; Beloit 
Convention, 15 ministers, 10 delegates; Mineral Point Con. 4 ministers, 1 
delegate. 

When the question asserting the expediency of establishing a college for 
the region before mentioned came to the vote, it was affirmatively decided 
by a vote of 63 to 1. 

On the 24th of June, 1847, the cornerstone of the first college edifice 
was laid with appropriate rehgious exercises. 

In November a small Freshman class was organized, and provision made 
for their instniction under the tuition of 8. T. Merall, A. M. 

In May, 1848, the trustees elected Rev. Jackson J. Bushnell, A. M.. Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, and Rev. Joseph Emmer- 
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son, A. M., Professor of Languages, and those gentlemen entered upon their 
duties. 

The citizens of Bcloit made a donation to the college in the building and 
site of 112,000. Hon. Thomas W. Williams, of New London, Conn., made 
a donation to the college, of land, worth $10,000. Uav. Heniy Barber, of 
Dutchess county, K Y., gave land worth $1000. 

The college was still without a President. The friends and patrons of 
the college had been inquiring for one suitable to fill that office. At the 
convention in 1845, a committee had been raised, of which Rev. Aaron L. 
Chapin, pastor of the FretPresbyterian church of Milwaukee, was chairman, 
whose functions required them to institute a wise and judicious lookout for 
a President, and other officers for the nascent institution. In the prosecu- 
tion of their delicate duties, this committee addressed a missive to Savans 
in New England, (where else could they look ?) setting forth their wants 
and begging said Savans to nominate a man for President, possessed of 
learning, piety, industry, wisdom, patience, versatility, firmness, affability, 
experience, commanding presence and a willing mind, who might be made 
head of the college. 

After time for deliberation, the Savans addressed, returned a kind answer 
to the committee through their chairman, Mr. Chapin, that they had delibe- 
rated upon the weighty matter respecting which their counsel was required, 
and that they harmonized in the nomination of the pastor of the 1st Pres- 
byterian church of Milwaukee, to the high station. The Spaniards have 
a proverb, " He went for wool, and lost his own fleece," which was realized 
in this case. This nomination proved acceptable to the trastees, and in due 
order Mr. Chapin was installed President in Feb., 1850, and has continued 
in that office, discharging additional duties as Professor of History and Civ- 
il Polity, and preacher in the college chapel, with great ability and to general 
acceptance. 

Among the students of the college, societies are maintained, which, in 
addition to the mutual improvement which results to their members, contri- 
bute not a little to the literary enjoyments of the community. 

A monthly paper, sustained by an editorial committee of students, is is- 
sued, which is devoted to Essays, Reviews, Archaology, Poetry, Criticism, 
Belles-lettres and general Science. 

To the enterprise of the Archaean Society the town is indebted for the 
oom«e of lectures, in the composition of which, the best talent of the U. S. 
has been employed. The Archaean Society and the Missionary Society have 
libraries numbering more than five hundred volumes, of which the members 
of those societies have the benefiti 
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The Cabinet contains specimens of most of the minerals and rock forma- 
tions of our country ; it is especially rich in fossils from the Silurian rocks of 
the northwest. 

By, the liberaUty of different friends, the Institution has been furnished 
with a large collection of marine and fr^sl) wat^r shells, and a valuable bo- 
tanical collection, which embraces more than fifteen hundred species of 
plants, many of them foreign to to this country. 

The departments of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy are illustrated by 
some valuable apparatus, - 

In addition to the gentleman before nanied, tiere have been asisociated 
with him as teachers in the professprships of the (VJllege, the folloiving, in 
addition to the professors elected in 1847 : 

Dr. Sf Pearl Latbrop, Prof, of Chemistry and Natural Science; Franklin 
W. Fisk, A. M., Prof, of Ehetoric and English Literature ; Rev. William 
Porter, Associate Pjpf. of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. 

The first class graduated in July, 1851. 

The library contains 2,453 volumes. 

The college possesses a cabinet which begins to attract attention. It has 
also a ^philosophical apparatus. 

The following is a list of the present Board of Trustees and Faculty : 

TRUSTEES AND FACULTY. 

Rev. Aaron L. Chapin, D. D., President ; Rev. Dexter Clary, Secretary, 
Beloit; Rev. Aratus Kent, Galena, Illinois; Rev. Jedediah D. Stevens, Elk- 
horn ; Rev. Reuel M. Pearson, Byron, 111. ; Geii. George W. Hickcox, Iowa 
county ; Ephram H. Potter, Esq., Rockford, 111. ; Lucius G. Fisher, Esq., 
Beloit; Wait Talcott, Esq., Rockton, 111.; Samuel Hinman, Esq., Beloit ; 
Horatio _Newhall, M. D., Galena, III; Eliphalet Cramer, Esq., Milwaukee; 
Rev. G. S. F. Savage, St. Charles, 111. ; Rev. H. Curtis, Chicago, 111. ; B. 
W. Raymond, Esq., Chicago, 111. ; Rev. John Lewis, Platteville ; and Prof. 
J. J. Bushnell, Treasurer. 

RAILED ADS. 

The-termini of four different railroads are found at this town. In Novem- 
ber, 1853, the first raih-oad reached us from Chicago, by way of Belvidere, 
which was built by the Chicago and Galena company. Another company, 
called the Beloit and Madison company, are engaged in the construction of a 
road to Madison, which is now open to Footeville. The Racine and Missis- 
sippi company, on their way to Beloit, have reached it with their grading. 
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and have completed the road fiom Racine to Delevan, nnd in July next, ex- 
istinjr contracts being fulfilled, will have laid the iron as far as the state lino 
at this town. Other companies existing under laws of Illinois, are building 
.1 road which is virtually an extension of the Racine and Mississippi road, 
from the state line at Beloit, by way of Freeport, to the Mississippi river, at 
Savannah. . Ten miles of this line leading south-west ft-om Beloit are under 
contract. 

The Chicago, St. Paul and Fond du Lac railroad will open to the people 
of this town another commercial avenue in which they feel a deep interest. 
This road will be completed early in the coming season to Janesville, and 
by a junction at Clinton with the Racine and Beloit road, will open to this 
town a direct and speedy route to Chicago. 

The influence of railroads has shown itself friendly to good morals, and 
has been most auspicious to the commercial interests of the place. Railroads 
cxjnjointly with the college have raised the value of real estate one hundred 
and fifty per cent, in this town. 

The citizens of Beloit have taken stooli in these several roads to a large 
amount, as follows : 

KVMBEIt or 8UBSCEIIBGB8, 

230 
73 
88 
95 



Baoine & Mississippi, 
Beloit & Madison, 
Chicago & St. Paul, 
Galena tfe Chicago, 



Town of Beloit on Racine & Mississippi road, 



AMOCMT or STOCK. 

$300,000 

12,500 

15,000 

80,150 

100,000 



CENSUS STATISTICS. 



The population of this town at the beginning of 1838 ; 



TILLAGK. 
115 



Towrf. 
115 



1838 was 

1840 " ■ . 

1845 " ■ , 

1850' " 2,753 , 

1853 " 3,017 

1855 " 4,241 .._ 

From the census of 1855^ taken by Mr. James W. Strong, it appears that 
there were in the village of Beloit : 

East of Rock River. West of Rock River, 

Male.0, 1155 Males, 1052 

Female.^, 1080 Females, 954 
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Of this population 22 were colored persons, and 899 werq of forcie-n 
birth. 

The dwelling-houses numbered 583, and were classified as follows : 

Built of wood, 400; of brick, 55; of stone 108; and of cobble stone 20. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND MANUFACTORIES. 

Churches, 6; College Buildings, 2; Hotels, 5; Banks, 4; Female Semi- 
nary, 1; Flouring Mills, 3; Foundries, 2; Steam Planing Mills, 2;- Steam 
Engine Manufactory, 1 ; Scale Factory, 1 ; Woolen Factory, 1 ; Paper Mill 1 . 

The value of manufactured wares for one year, from June, 1854, to June, 
1855, was $418,812. 

OCCUPATIONS OF CITIZENS, 

Farmers, 230; Carpenters, 125; Masons, 35; Blacksmiths, 30; Machin- 
ists, 36; Painters, 24; Tailors, 25; Shoemakers, 20; Wagon Makers, 22; 
Ministers, 20; Physicians, 15; Lawyers, 12; Merchants, 28. 

COMPANIES FOR OBJECTS OF UTILITY, 

Water company, 1; Gas do., 1; Coal do., 1, 

SOCIETIES. 

Masonic Lodges, 1 ; Odd Fellows, 2 ; Know Nothings, nothing; known ; 
Sons of Temperance, 1. 

WATER POWER. 

The water-power at Beloit is supplied from tw^o sources — the Rock and 
the Turtle rivers. The power used at this place derived from Turtle river, 
gives a head of twenty-four feet, which is equally divided into four powers, 
each of which can turn six runs of mill stones. 

That derived from the Rock has four-and-a-half feet head, and will dri\ e 
sixty-three runs of slopes, 

PAPER MANUFACTORY. 

The only paper manufactory in our county is at Beloit, owned by Messrs. 
Wright, Merrill & Co. It was built in 1851 — first paper made October 1st, 
of the same year, and exhibited at oar county fair, for which a diploma was 
awarded accompanied with commendatory remarks from the committee. 

They employ sixteen hands. 
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The quantity of material used the present year — 1855 — is as follows: 
Rags, 331, 483 lbs; Old Rope, 10,000 lbs; Straw, 120,000 lbs; Wood, 

350. 

The quantity of paper manufactured the past year, 1855, is as follows: 
Printing paper, 190,000 lbs., at 12 cents per pound— $22,800; Wrapping 

paper, 85,000 at 5 cents per pound — $4,250. Total value, $27,050. 

They have also commenced new mills, which will be finished in June of 

the present year, and will cost about $25,000. 

BELOIT STEAM PLANING MILL, AND SASH, DOOR AND BLIND FACTORY. 

M. A. Northrop & Co., Proprietors. 

Building, 40 by 60 feet — 3 stories above the basement — and worked by a 
steam engine of 30 horse power. 

First floor — ^Woodworth's matching machine. Everts' & Butler's shingle 
machine, and one circular saw. • , 

Second Floor — One tennoning machine, one sash machine, one morticing 
machine, one scroll saw, and one circular saw. 

Third floor is for putting the work together. 

The shingle machine will cut 8000 shingles per day. 

They employ 1 2 men. 

PUBLIC MEN. 

Beloit has furnished quite her share of county oflScers. The following is 
a list of them : 

Judges of Probate — Horace White, Israel C. Cheney, S. B. Cooper. 

Registera of Deeds — C. C. Townsend, B. F. Kent. 

Clerks of the Court— E. P. King. ' 

Sheriffs^L. G. Fisher, H. W. Cator, W. H. Howard. 

District Attorneys — John M. Keej}, W. S. Rockwell, and M. H. Car- 
penter. 

Delegates to form a State Constitution from Beloit — ^David Noggle, and 
.John Hackett, Esqs., to the firet, and Joseph CoUeyj Esq., to the second con- 
vention. 

S. G. Colley and John Hacket, Esqs.. have also been members of the as- 
sembly from this district. 

BUSHNELL HOUSE. 

The importance of a first'class hotel to the respectability and business of 
the town which had long been felt, became at length so pressing that Mr. 
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Bushnell, at a sacrifice of his own ehorisliod pursuits, yielded to much solici- 
tation and the promptings of public spirit, and in 1853 undertook to build 
the fine hotel which was completed in 1854, and has since been known as 
the Bushnell House. 

As this hotel is one of the glories of the placQ, a brief description of it is in 
place here: 

It occupies the site of the old Eock Eiver House, and is separated from 
E«ck river by the street. It cost twenty-seven thousand dollars. It is built 
so as to form three sides of a square, enclosiug a court. It is four stories 
high above the basement, and fronts ninety-eight feet on Turtle street, by 
ninety-seven feet on School street. The end and rear walls are of stone, 
but the whole front of one hundred and ninety-five feet, is faced with the 
beautiful Milwaukee brick, a material which is now iised so extensively for 
fronts, that we hardly need say that it is durable and pleasing to the eye. 

The fii'st story is occupied by two banking offices and five stores, with the 
kitchen arrangements of the hotel. The remaining three stories are occu- 
pied exclusively by the hotel. The whole front of the middle story is divi- 
ded into parlors, with bed-rooms attached, designed for the accommodation 
of famihes. This hotel is situated near to all the business of the town, and 
convenient to the several railroad depots. From the roof of the house the 
eye has an extended and most delightful range. The windings of the river, 
where its silver thread can no longer be seen, is still traced by the belt of 
timber upon its margin ; a hundred rural homes amid surrounding grass and 
corn are seen dotting the near landscape. Rock prairie, stretching without 
apparent limit to the north and east, contrasts happily with the Grampian 
bluffs, which variegate and adorn, though they interrupt the prospect south- 
ward. The eye cast downward conveys to the mind a sense of contact with 
the bustle of busy life ; elevated, it suddenly transports one to the solitude 
of the prairie, or the charms of a leafy retreat. 

This hotel has contributed not a little to the attractions of the place, and 
in the public benefit it has conferred, it has not disappointed its enterprising 
projector. 

BA.MKS AND OFFICERS. 

Rock River Bank— L. Q-. Fisher, president, A. L. Field, cashier. 
Beloit Bank— George B. Sanderson, president, Lewis Hyde, cashier. 
Exchange Bank — Cai-penter <fe Wright. 
Southern Wisconsin Bank— J. D. Skeene, president, Isidore Talfair, cash. 



FIRE COMPANY. 



J. Battin, Captain. 
5 
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MINISTERS. 

Presbyterian and Congregational — Rev. Dexter Clary ; Rev. N. H. Brins- 
made, D. D.; Rev. Aaron L. Chapin, D. D.; Rev. William Porter; R«v. J. 
J. Buslinell; Rev. Huntington Lyman; Rev. Joseph Emmorson; Rev. Mol- 
zar Montague; Rev. F. W. Fisk, Licentiate; Rev. L. D. Chapin. 

Presbyterian Ministers — Rev. Luman Hawes; Rev. Alexander Montgom- 
ery; Rev. Miles P. Squier, D. D.; Rev. Derrick C. Lansing, D. D., has pur- 
chased with a view to make a home at Boloit ; Rev, R. G. Thompson. 

Catholic— J. W. Norris, D. D. 

Congregational Ministers — Rev. B. E. Hale ; Rev. B. B. Brown. 

Baptist Ministers — Rev. Henry Billings ; Rev. Thomas Holman ; Rev. Ja- 
cob Bailey. 

Episcopal Ministers — Rev. J. E. C. Smeads; Rev. 8. C. Millett; Rev. A. 
Humphrey. 

Methodist Ministers — ^Rev. John Chamberlain; Rev. Stephen Adams; 
Rev, J, Trbbals; Rev. Mr. Scott. 

LAWYERS. 

8. J. Todd, R. H. Mills, N. D. Parker, J. M. Keep, M. H. Carpenter, Ha- 
zen Cheeney, D. W. Castle, Wm. 8. Rockwell, S. B. Cooper, M. N. Pasco, 
W. T. Clarke, E. P. King, G, A. Gardiner, Esquires, 

PHYSICIANS. 

Allopathic — 8. Spencer, G. W. Bicknell, George A. Carey, E. J. Taggart, 
A. Clark, E. M. Clark, Jesse Moore, H. P. Strong, J. M. Tillepaugh, H. 
Smith, Dr. Richards, A. J. Bennett, Jesse Gage. 

Homeopathic — J. W. Evans, J. M. Merriman. 

Botanical Doctor — Aaron Teale. 

Dentists — J. Craig, M. W. Sherwood, Pelton. 

Dry goods stores, 11; groceries, 13; eating houses, 4; shoe stores, 2; 
saw mill, 1 ; tin shops, 3 ; meat markets, 2 ; hardware stores, 3 ; steam milla, 
2 ; foundries, 2 ; reaper factory, 1 ; scale factoiy, 1 ; blind and sash factorx", 
1 ; harness shops, 3 ; wagon shops, 5 ; blacksmith shops, 8 ; other shops, 1 2. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1854-5. 

Supervisors, Benj. Durham, chairman, A. B. Carpenter, Harson Northrop ; 
town clerk, S. L. James; assessors, Chas. Peck, J. Carpenter; treasurer 
J. N. Reynolds; town superintendent, T. L. Wright; justices, 8. J. Todd, 
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8. 0. Humphry; sealer weights and measures, X. B. Gaston; constables, 
D. C. Patten, N. D. Colby. 

TOWN OrFICBKS FOR 1855-6. 

Supervisors, S. G. Colloy, chairman, D. W. C. Castle, Geo. W. Bicknell; 
town clerk, Jas. W. Strong; town treasurer, T. C. DeMary; superintendent 
schools, A. J. Battin; justices, E. P. King, S- L. James; assessoi-s, J. H. 
Hanchett, S. K. Blodgett, Benjamin Butler; sealer weights and measures, 
T. Edgar; constables, D. C. Patten, A. V. Tilbaan. 

HISTORY OT NEWSPAPERS. 

Beloit Messenger, by Cooley & Cirer; commenced Sept. 4th, 1846. It 
was a five column newspaper ; just half the size of the Beloit Journal. Neu- 
tral in politics. 

Beloit Journal, commenced by Stokes &Brigg3, June 22d, 1848. J. R. 
Briggs, jr., bought out his partner's interest, in the fall of 1848, and contin- 
ued the publication alone until Sept., 1849, when he formed a partnership 
with C. G. Foster, of Troy, N. Y. The Journal was published from this 
time until May, 1854, by Briggs & Foster; when Mr. Foster bought Mr. 
Brigg's interest, and continued the publication of the paper until August,1865. 
At this time Mr. Foster sold the establishment to Messra. A. Paine, J. J. 
Bushnell and L. G. Fisher, and the publication was continued but a few 
weeks by A. Paine & Co. The last named firm sold to H. L. Devereux, who 
continued the Journal until January, 1856, when he formed a partnership 
with B. E. Hale. 

Western Prohibitionist — Mr. B. E. Halo is now contemplating the publi- 
cation of a temperance paper with the above title. 

CONCLUDING KKMARK3. 

It is interesting to trace the relation between the present condition of this 
town, •■md the first acts of its first settlors. It is not more certain that th& 
affluent beauty of our streets in June, proceeds from the taste of our ladies 
in the arrangement of shrubbery, than that the general prosperity of Beloit 
has its seminal principle in the events of the first years of settlement. 

The voluntary self-assessment of the poor settlers, by which the means t&. 
build th3 old school house were realized, was a fit prelude to that zeal for 
the Union School, which has sinco adorned both banks of the river, with 
tlioso convenient and costly structures within which the Union School is stilj 
cherished. 
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The persistence of laymen under difficulties in maintaining public relig- 
ious services, was tlie germ whose ripe fruit now appears in those churches, 
material and spiritual, which adorn the town, and which has made itself a 
record upon the public morals and order. 

Maj. Johnson's romantic voyage down the Rock and up the Mississippi 
rivers, when he obtained of the Territorial Legislature, at Burlington, a char- 
ter for a Seminary, had a significance, which, when we look upon the Col- 
lege and upon the Female Seminary, we can appreciate as he could not. 

Who can doubt that these acts severally and conjoined, have determined 
the character of the accretions which have since been made to this popula- 
tion ? It is not an accident that educated parents, desiring to secure the high- 
est educational advantages for their children, resort to Beloit and make there 
their homes. 

The moral prominently taught in the history of this town, is, that a gen* 
erous patronage of improvements of real utility, results in the production of 
material wealth, and that the maintenance of religion and learning, while 
it also contributes to the same end, has this higher advantage, that it pro= 
motes the individual thrift, refinement and religion of the population. 
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KAMES OF A FEW OF THE LARGEST FARMERS IN THE TOWN OF BELOIT, WITH 
THE AMOUNT OF PRODUCE RAISED, AND ALSO THE AMOUNT OF STOCK : 



s? 



NAMES. 






H- tlj 3 



Simou Ruble, 
George S. Ruble, 
Wm. S. Yost, 
G. R. Malloiy, 
I. G. Washburn, 
J. &. S. A. Burcbard, 
A. Teale, 
Wm. Wasbburn, 
Jeremiah Roberts, 
E. N. Baldwin, 
Isaac Gilman, 
T. Hoagland, 
Richard Barry, 
J. G. Winslow, 
J. Southard, 
A. Clark, 
Henry Knid, 
Clark Nye, 
J. Chamberlain, 
T. Cutts, 
Perry Bostwick, 
Wm. Lawrence, 
R. G. Thompson, 
Torgas Sabereon, 
A. Henderson, 
Daniel Blodgett, 
John Eddy, 
J. Gesley, 
E. G. Bement, 
M. A. Holmes, 
Wm. Cochran, 

E. G. Bement has manufactured the past year, 75 pounds of peppermint 
oil, worth $.4 per pound. T. Cutts keeps 275 fowls. 
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The following note was received from the town clerk of Beloit, in reference 
to the statistics of that town, collected by him : 
0. Guernsey, Esq., Cor. Sbc'y <fec. : 
Dear Sir: — It is but justice to the farmers of Beloit to state that the 
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ngricultural statistics obtaiaed by myself, agreeable to your rcquebt, fall fa,r 
short of representing the actual amount ofproJuco raised in Beloit. In al- 
most all cases, I found it impossible to obtain statements knoion to be ct>r- 
roct ; as the fanners had either forgotten the amount of grain raised, or neg- 
lected to measure it ; and when estimates were made, I am convinced they 
were oftener too low than too high. Besides this, the products of some 
fai-ms are not reported at all, as tlie producers had removed from the prem- 
ises, and estimates c\-en tolerably correct could not be made. 'These faeti 
need to be considcn-d in judging from the statistics of Beloit as an agricul- 
tural town. ypure Truly, 

JAMES W. STRONG. 

The whole number of Farms in the town of Beloit is 103; number of 
School Districts, 8 ; School Houses, 4, one of which cost $5,500 ; Scholars, 
1385. They receive f7'om the State School fund the present year 1968 41 . 



CLINTO^^ 



This is town 1, range 14 ea.it, and is situated in the southeast corner of 
the county. Its histoiy and description cannot be better told than in the 
words of the following communication from A. C. Resscguie, Esq., of that 
town: 

0. Guernsey, Esq. — Dear Sir: 

In compliance with your request to aid you in the work of getting up 
a history of Rock count}', a few recollections of events connected with the 
early history and settlement of the town of Clinton, are furnished you, with 
permission to reject, amend or publish entire as you may deem proper. Ma- 
ny incidents in the early settlement of a town, attracting little or no obser- 
vation at the time of transpiring, ai'o looked back upon by its inhabitants 
with a degree of interest proportionate to the lapse of time since their oc- 
currence ; and as this is a history for the future as well as the present inhabit- 
ants of the to'KTi, some things may with propriety be recorded, which would 
strike the present reader as trifling and unworthy of a place in such a work. 
On the 2d day of April, 1837, under the guidance of Deacon Chauncey 
Tuttle, (who had visited this section of country the fall previous,) accom- 
panied by " Aunt Amy's '' prayers and receipts for making broad, Dr. Den- 
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nis Mills, Milton S> Warner, Charles Tuttle and Wm. S. Murray, started 
from Meacliam's Grove in Illinois, for some place on or near Rock river in 
Wisconsin. The main object in view was to secure some good farms. 

The journey to " Blodget's place," now Beloit was accomplished after five 
days of hard toiling through mud, sloughs and unbridged rivers and creeks. 
It was necessary many times in the course of each day for one or more of 
the company to wade into the sloughs nearly waist deep and lift at the 
wheels, to enable the horses to draw the load through. The river at Belvi- 
dcre, and Turtle creek at Beloit, from rrcent rains and melting snows, were 
up to high water mark and had to be crossed in a " dug out," or canoe, 
carrying oyer a wagon wheel, or ba.rrel of pork, or barrel of flour at a time, 
consuming several hours' time at each placQ in crossing. The day of awival 
at Beloit was rainy and cold and, the place presented any thiijg but an in- 
viting appearance to the stranger. The soft side of a bun-oak puncheon 
Was the best sleeping or lodging accommodations the place afforded ; that, 
at California prices, was obtainable at the house of Caleb Blodget, the enter^ 
prising founder of Beloit. This, with the exception of Monsieur Tebo's 
shanty, occupied by himself and two Squaw toives, was the only house in 
the place. This was a roughly built, commodious, " double yolked " log 
house, or, in other words, two stories on the ground. A part of the first saw 
mill frame was raised, and the digging of the race commenced. On the 
8th, the company, piloted by Mr. Blodget, visited Jefferson praiiio, and de- 
termined upon locating there. On the 9th, with the aid of Tebo and his 
little canoe, re-crossed Turtle creek with their efiects, and commenced a set- 
tlement on the west side of Jefferson prairie, within the present limits of the 
town of Clinton. They arrived there about sun down, and began the first 
improvement, a very frail stracture. It received no name, was a mere thing 
to sift sunshine and moonlight through, and rain, if it chanced to come, 
though it did serve all the purposes of a house for eight days and nights. — 
It consisted of four crotches set in the ground, on which were placed cross 
poles, and a brush heap for roof; sided up on three sides with Indian blank- 
ets, and fronting on a log heap fire, by which was cooked the first settlers' 
supper in the town of Clinton, and which was probably eaten with as keen 
a relish as any subsequent suppers, though served up in a much better or 
very different style. The floor was made of a wagon box taken to pieces 
and laid down as evenly as the suiface of the ground would admit of. The 
establishment was amply furnished with " Straw beds, all but the tick," 
and like an omnibus, could accommodate as many as could conveniently get in. 

The next day was employed in a further examination of the prairie and 
timber surrounding. The land had not then been in market. A few sec- 
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tions were marked and taken possession of in the name of the JeflFerson 
Prairie Companj^ 

All feed for the horses being exhausted, it was necessary to use them at 
once in collecting together materials for a more penmanent house. Accord- 
ingly, the logs were cut and drawn, and the body of a house 12 by 16 raised 
by the middle of the afternoon, when Charles Tuttle started with the team 
for Rockford, the nearest point where grain could be procured. The horses 
were exchanged for oxen and a breaking plow, and about one hundred acres 
broken up that season, most of which was put under crops of com, potatoes, 
oats, buckwheat, turnips, &c. 

The house was completed without using one foot of sawed lumber, and 
served as a shelter for many a new comer into town, after the owners had 
vacated it for better ones. There was a feeling of almost veneration for the 
old habitation, which should have protected it from the hands of the destroy- 
er. But a family of Da es, who were sent annually to scourge some lo- 
cality different from the one they had infested the year before, came along 
and demolished it. 

Daniel Mills joined the company about the middle of June following. 

Stephen E. Downer, Daniel Tasker, and their wives, visited the prairie 
about the same time. Those two were probably the first white ladies who 
had ever honored the prairie with their presence. They seleeted claims on 
the southeast side of the prairie. In July, Oscar H. Pratt and Franklin 
Mitchell, from Joliet, Illinois, came on and made claims at Summer\all6 
and aiTanged to have some breaking done. In October they built a log 
house, which was occupied that fall and following winter by Stacy L. Pratt, 
three of his sisters and father. They were joined in the winter by Ai and 
Reuben P. Willard. Humphrey and Ezekiel Brownell settled near Summer- 
ville that winter. Humphrey had a family, and Ezekiel wishing to set a 
good example for his tjrother bachelors, soon after took to himself a rib. — 
They were the first couple launched upon the Matrimonial Ocean from Jef- 
ferson prairie, or Clinton ; Joseph S. Pierce, Esq., had the honor of pronounc- 
ing them one. 

The same fall and winter, Stephen E. Downer, Daniel Tasker, Martin 
Moore and Henry Wheeler and their families moved on to the claims that 
Downer and Tasker had made in the summer. 

In October, '37, Henry L. Warner, Henry Tuttle, Albert Tuttle, Griswold 
Weaver, Mi-s. Milton S. Warner, Mrs. Daniel Mills and Miss Harriet War- 
ner joined the settlement on the west side of the prairie. 

Milton S. Warner finished his log house in December, and Daniel Mills 
his in Januar)', to the gi'eat accommodation of boarders and travelers. Chi- 
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cago was tlien the nearest provision market where settlers could get supplies. 
The price of flour then at Chicago was about $10 to $12 per barrel, and 
pork $6 to $8 and $9 in the hog. The price varied according to the 
running qualities of the animal. Wo frequently got those that were said to 
have been " inside of two-forty on the plankl" They had countenances much 
resembhng, in longitude, those of disappointed pohticians. 

The first load of grain, consisting of buckwheat and Corn, sent to mill 
from this town, was taken by Griswold Weaver to a mill on the Piskasaw 
river, somewhere below Belvidere, 111., in the month of January, 1838. The 
miller, as was customary at that time, returned the toll instead of the grist. 
The nearest post office during the winter of '38 was at Roscoe. 

In '38-9 considerable additions were made to the settlement, and the time 
of the settler was heavily taxed in being so frequently called out to log house 
raisings ; though the work was always cheerfully done. 

According to the best recollections of the ■wi'iter, the first political speech 
publicly made in town, was at a political meeting at the house of Chas. 
Tuttle, in the summer of '39, by a prominent aspirant, (not now a resident 
of this town,) to the honors of a seat as member in the Territorial legisla- 
ture. As a model speech, admirable at least in point of brevity, it should 
not be lost to the world. The orator was elevated by his admirers into a 
lumber wagon, standing in front of the house, and with a becoming degree 
of diffidence began thus : " Gentlemen, to begin with, I am rough shod ; 
fourteen ribs on a side, and, am hard to handle. If I go to Madison, I ex- 
pect to go on my own hook and get back the best way I can. I have no 
hobby upon which to ride into office. My hobby horse's head and tail is 
down. Some men will promise you a canal, fitted up in every little ravine 
and rivulet for steamboats to ply on, with a glibness. Some one thing and 
some another; but gentlemen, I can 't say what I shall do when I 'm elected." 

The speaker here closed, stepped down from the wagon, and whispered to a 
friend that he should have said more, but he did n't want to offend them 

d d locofocos. Other aspirants to office were present from adjoining 

precincts, and it was understood that they intended' to make speeches, but 
were unwilling to hazard a comparison of their oratorical powers with what 
they had just listened to, and left the field without making an efibrt. 

The first religious service in town was conducted in 1838, by Elder Top- 
pin, then a resident of Walworth county, at the house of Chas. Tuttle. Min- 
isters' visits were at that day few and far between, and always called out the 
whole population to listen to their religious teachings. The Rev. Albert 
Tuttle, of Roscoe, at the earnest solicitation of Wm. Hildreth, preached 
several Sabbath evenings at Ephraim Hildreth's house. Mrs. S. E. Downer, 
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in the year '38, gave birth to the firet ^"hite child born in t&wn; Mre. M. S. 
Wamor, the second child. Thoiv example was sanctioned by all good mar- 
ried ladies, and the settlements began to prosper. 

The 2d wedding in town took place on the open prairie, all parties being 
on horseback. The couple, (names- not remembered,) desiring to bo united 
under the holy bonds of marri%e, wore in search of a magistrate, and met 
Joseph S. Pierce, Esq., on his return from his saw mill, where he' had been 
at work. They were " in something of a hurry," and the generosity of the 
'Squire could not deny their request. Dispensing with the little formalities 
of license and certificate, ho pronounced them husband and wife, and they 
rode off across the prairies, galloping on their way rejoicing. 

Tliis town was organized in 1842, under its present name, embracing nine 
miles square; it now contains but six miles square. 

The first town meeting held, was on the 5th day of April, 1842, at the 
house of Chas. Tuttle. 

The following natiied persons were elected for the different offices, for the 
ensuing year: 

Col. Wm. Stewart, Chairman Supervisors; Heman Murray, Ass't do; Ja- 
rod H. Randall, do. do. Lovell R. Gilbert, Assessor; Henry Tuttle, Town 
Clerk; Griswold Weaver, Treasurer; Reuben P. Willard, Collector. James 
Chamberlain, Henry Tuttle, Horatio J. Murray, Commissioners Highways. 
David M. Piatt, Charles Tuttle, W. S. Murray, Commissioners Common 
Schools. 

Second town meeting held on the 4th day of April, 1843, at the house 
of Samuel Case. Officers elected for the ensuing year, were, Heman Mur- 
ray, ChaiiTQan Supervisors ; James Chamberlain, Assistant do ; Joseph S. 
Pieroe, do. do. Benjamiti F. Mun-ay, Assessor; F. Rice, Town Clerk; 
James Mendenhall, Treasurer; C. M. Baldwin, Collector. W. W. Carey, 
Chas. Randall, Samuel Case, Commissioners Highways. B. C. Baker, D. 
M. Piatt, Henry Tuttle, Commissioners Common Schools. 

For want of space, the names of those holding office under the town, from 
the year 1843 to the beginning of 1854, are not given. 

The following named persons were elected for the year 1854 : 

Charles Tuttley Chairman Supervisors; Francis Carey, Assistant do; Ole 
OUouson, do. do. Stewart Lake, Town Clerk. ; L. R. Gilbert, Treasurer ; 
Henry Tuttle, Town Superintendent. Torry Holgerson, Stiles S. Northrop, 
John Perrine, Justices of the Peace. 

At the last town meeting, held on the 3d day of April, A. D. 1855, the 
following named persons were elected : 

Stewart Lake, Chaii-man Supervisors ; Stiles S. Northrop, Assistant do ; 
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Edwin Anunson, do. do. A. C. Resseguie, Town Cleric; Judd P. Wells, 
Treasurer; C. L. Hartshorn, Town Superintendent. Thos. Tuttle, D. B. 
Colyer, S. S. Northrop, Torre lielgerson, Justices of the Peace. Cyms 6. 
Barker, Henry Tuttle, Assessore. 

In the years '40 and '41, many settlers were added to the -numbers already 
in town. Among them were Messrs. Reuben, Samuel and Alexander Case ; 
Oliver and. Alonzo Richardson; Mr. Ingraham, Mr. Bower, Mr. Allard Mr. 
Phelps, Mr. Amasa Wells, James 0. Case, Daniel C. Baker, Mr. Yorty, Col. 
Stewart, Dr. Wheeler, and many others. Ole Knidson was the first Nor- 
wegian settler in Clinton. 

The first school taught in town was by Miss Eliza Baker in the year '43, 
at Willis' Comers — 20 scholars. 

The town has now 4 whole and 7 joint school districts, 1 school houses ; 
whole number of children between the ages of four and twenty, 513, and 
receives the present year from the State School Fund, $329 24. Accord- 
ing to census returns of Juno 1st, 1855, the town has under improvement 
10,500 acres of land. Population in 1850, 1,116; in 1855, 1,359. Four 
churches — one Baptist, two Lutheran, one Catholic. The Methodists are 
now engaged in obtaining funds to erect a meeting house near Clinton Sta- 
tion, the crossing of the Chicago & St. Paul, and the Racine, Beloit & Mis- 
sissippi railroads, which will soon be m running order. 

There are two post offices and two stores in town, and to the great credit 
of its inhabitants be it said, there is no place where whiskey is sold. 

The agricultural productions of this year were, 50,000 bushels of wheat, 
62,000 bu. corn, 62,500 bu. oats, 2,500 bu. rye, 6,225 bu. barley, 7,300 bu. 
potatoes, 1,150 bu. grass seed. 

Fkuit. — 500 bushels apples in 1854. Very little this year, in conse- 
quence of frost in May. 

No. of horses in town, 625; cattle, 3,200; sheep, 850; hogs, 1,200. 

Considerable attention is being paid to the cultivation of fruit. Estima- 
ted No. of apple trees in town, 30,000. Dr. John Tinker has 25 acres of 
ground planted to fruit trees, besides a nursery of several acres, embracing a 
great variety of the best selections known at the present day. The general 
healthiness of this town has invariably suggested removal, or some new 
employment to physicians, who have settled here with the expectation of 
living by their profession. 

Within the town are 15 miles of railroad, already gi-aded, and when com- 
pleted, will afibrd its inhabitants the be.st facilities for reaching the differ- 
ent markets. 

It is traversed by many beautiful little spring brooks, which in their 
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crooked courses, water a gi'eat many farms. Lime stone quarries, furnishing 
good building stone, are abundant, and as an agi-icultural town it is not sur- 
passed by any in tbe State. 

Yours, &c., A. C. RESSEGUIE. 

Wm. S. Murray, Esq., to whom reference is made in the above communi- 
cation, yet resides on the " Old place," one of the finest farms in the country. 
He was one of the fii-st Boai-d of County Commissioners, and has held oth- 
er responsible trusts from his fellow citizens. 



LIST OF A FEW OF THE LARGEST FABMEHS IN THE TOWN OF CLINTON. 



NAMES. 
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G. N. Willis, 
John Pemue, 
Oliver Richardson, 
H. W. Wood, 
Alexander Case, 
Arick Gilbeitson, 
Job. T. Irish, 
Mrs. Sarah Snyder, 
Edward Anunson, 
Charles D. Wooster, 
A. G. Murray, 
W. S. Murray, 
Torry Holgerson, 
A. C. Resseguie, 



92 


700 


900 


600 














100 


2300 


1400 


650 




200 


300 




47 


50 


105 


500 


900 


660 




400 


200 


2 


16 




100 


550 


600 


500 




200 


100 


8 


13 




80 


600 


450 


550 














180 


1400 


900 


900 


95 


160 


50 




30 


15 


180 


1350 


1200 


600 






200 




25 


70 


110 


700 


600 


650 




125 


60 


10 


30 




200 


950 


450 


550 




200 


60 








60 


540 


700 


500 






60 


4 


40 




150 


515 


2550 


1200 




600 


100 


2 


2 




112 


535 


700 


10.00 






100 


14 


67 




100 


600 


250 


500 


200 


90 


70 


2 


20 




60 


600 


1000 


200 






100 


2 


10 





10 

20 

30 

75 
20 

10 
80 
16 

7 
4 



CENTER 

Lies west of the town of JanesVille, being town 3 north, rano-e 11 east. 
Andrew Stevens was the first settler in this town, at a beautiful grove called 
Black Oak grove. He settled here in October, 1843. At that time he had 
no neighbors within ten miles west or five iTiiles north. Here is a beautiful 
creek and several fine springs. Such fine and eligible situations for conven- 
ient farms as are found around this grove, are hardly equalled in the countj-. 



I'liis town is situated on the west side of Rock prairie, and is mostly prairie 
land— the northern part oak openings and some very iine mareh for cutting 
grass-. Tiie following named pei-sons settled in this town soon after Stevens : 
David Davis, Philander Davis, William Webb, William Wan-en^ Elijah 
Wood. 

The town of Center, 18 miles east and west, nine miles nortb and south, 
including the present towns of Center, Plymouth, Spring Valley, south half 
of Magnolia, and that part of Janesville west of the river, was organized in 
1842 ; and in 1846 was divided into Center, Spring Valley, Plymoulhj Mag- 
nolia, &c., according to the government survey of townships. 

The population in 1650 was 625; in 1855, 1,165. 

It has ten school districts, and 375 scholare. 

This town this year receives $275,31 from state school fundi 

Number of farms in 1855, 120. 

The following communication, from E. A. Foote, Esq., gives a brief Iii.s- 
tory of the town : 

Oerin Guernsey, Esq. — Sir: 

In answer to your request to give you a sketch of the early history of 
the town of Center, pei-mit me to say that at this late day, time will hardly 
allow me to do justice to myself, to the town, or to the history you are about 
to publish. The sketch, under the circumstances, must be a hasty one, and 
of course, subjedt to imperfections. By reference to the acts of the territori- 
al legislature in 1842, it will be found that this town was organized in that 
year, and embraced the territory now included in the whole tovnis of Ply- 
mouth and Spring Valley, the south half of Magnolia, and the present towii 
of Center, fractional sections one and two, lying north and west of Rock riv- 
er, in town two, range twelve, and all that part of the present city and town 
of Janesville which lie in the south half of town three, range twelve. 

The first election was held at the house of James H. Knowlton. The 
town at that time must have embraced about three-and-a-half townships — 
about nine miles wide from north to south, and running from rock river on 
the east, to Green county line on the west, nearly eighteen miles. 

In 1836, James T. Watson, of the city of New York, bought from the 
government about eleven hundred acres of land, including the beautiful 
groves of timber near the corners of the present towns of Centerj Plymouth, 
Spring Valley and Magnolia. Mr. Watson having hved in " bhssful celiba- 
cy," these groves took the name of " Bachelors Grove." Among the early 
settlers of this early town were Wm. Holmes, Esq,, and &mily, near the 
present city of Janesville ; Wm. WaiTcn, Esq., in the town of Center, on the 
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present stage road from jTanesville via. Union to Madison ; David Douglass, 
and 8. F. Chipinaij, Esqs., and Caleb Inman and families, in the present 
town of Plymouth; John Crall, Robert Taylor and others in Spring Valley. 

My first visit to this town was in the spring of 1843. At this early day 
pohtical excitement ran high. In the spring of 1 844 the whole tenitory 
within the town was thoroughly canvassed and every voter brought on the 
ground, except one; thirty-two in all. It being known how every man had 
voted, there was found to be a tie vote for every office in town. The last one 
was then sent for, Anthony Partridge, who came, and voted, selecting from 
the two tickets, electing eveiy man for whom he voted. Those were indeed 
exciting times, and town offices above par. At this election George Ayres 
was elected chairman of supervisors; Wm. Holmes had been the former 
chairman. The neit spring Caleb Inman was elected to that office ; the 
next five successive years, E. A. Foot; in 1851, Wm. A. Webster; 1862 
and 1853, E. A. Foot; 1854 and 1855, Wm. A. Norton. The magistrates 
in the present town of Center, have been E. A. Foot, ten years; Lewis Da- 
vis, one; Wm. R. Warren, one; John Wallihan, seven; Jonathan Cory, six; 
Wm. A. Norton, six. 

But to return to the present limits of the town. In 1843 there was a Ic^ 
shanty on the south line of section twenty-seven, but who was its builder or 
occupant I am not informed. In October, of the same year, Andrew Ste- 
vens, from Chatauque county, N. Y., moved into this shanty. There may 
have been other families in the north part of the town, at this time, but I 
know of none except that of Esq. Warren, on the stage road. In the fall 
of 1844, Elijah Wood, from Oneida county, N. Y., and David Lyon, from 
Michigan, settled on the south line of the town, on section 35; Mr. Wood, 
where he now lives, and Mr. Lyon, on the farm now occupied by Mr. Wood- 
bridge ; Kennedy McOlure, on the s. e. qr. of 36, where he now resides ; and 
Julius Gilbert and Francis Smith " shantied" on the s. e. qr. of 34, during the 
winter of 1844-5. Thoy were young men and single. In the spring, A. E. 
Foot and E-. F. Richards, from Connecticut, commenced on the s. e. qr. of sec- 
tion 32. At this time we found near the center' of the town, John Warren, 
Wendnl Fockler, and, I think. Dr. Fisher and Seth Fisher. The same sea- 
F«n came in John N. Smith, James Holms, Abraham Caufman, and others. 
The next summer, 1846, the lands within the town were mostly taken up 
and settled by emigrants fi'om New England and Now York. And hers let 
me remark, to the honor of the inhabitants of this town, and to the instruc- 
tions of their for.'fathoi's, that tliere has never been sold any ardent spirits, 
lawfully, with'n the town ; and not a dollar has been expended by the town 
for the support of paupers. 
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Tlie first church was organized in 1846, by the Episcopal Methodista. The 
first members -were E. A. Foot, F. A. Beach, E. F. Richards and wife, Abel 
Avery and wife, six — now about forty members, and in progress of building 
chapel 36 by 50 feet, with a basement intended for a district school. The 
next church organization was the Close Communion Baptist. Number of 
communicants not known. Shortly after a Congregational church was or- 
ganized, and in 1854 built a small chapel, on section 34. There is also, 
near the center of the town, a Free Will Baptist and a Campbellite church 
organization. 

The only store in the town is that of W. Beach, on section 82. The only 
tavern that of A. Caufman, on section 22. One post-oiEce on section 23; 
John Wallihan post-master. 

The north half of the town, with the exception of a marsh running across 
it from west to east, is covered with " Bun- oak" timber ; rather level, but 
good for plowing. The south half mostly beautiful rolling prairie, and is an 
excellent agricultural town. 

The village of Footville is in part situate in this town and partly in Ply- 
mouth, embracing portions of section 32 in Center, and sections 4 and 5 in 
Plymouth. Was surveyed and platted in the fall of 1854, and is the pres- 
ent terminus of the Beloit and Madison railroad, and contains the station- 
house and fixtures, two warehouses, two lumber yards, two taverns, three 
stores, one gi-ocery, two blacksmith shops, one wagon shop, one harness and 
shoe shop, one steam saw-mill unfinished, one post ofiice, one physician, one 
chapel unfinished, one school-house, and probably sixty families. In the 
fall of 1853 there were seven families only. 

Thus have I given a hasty and imperfect sketch, regretting seriously that 
I have not time to extend and perfect it, trusting that you will abridge or 
extend to suit your purpose, I subscribe myself, 

Yours very respectfully, E. A. FOOT. 

Footeville, March 4th, 1856. 

E. A. Foot, Esq., now a resident of Footeville, in this town, was a dele- 
gate from this county to foi-m the present constitution of the stat?. 

TOWN OFFICERS IN THE TOV/N OF CENTER FOR 1854. 

Supervisors — W. A. Norton, chairman, Andrew Stevens, Gabriel Crist; 
Ira Farmleo, Town Clerk;, Charles K. Bennett, Superintendent; E. A. 
Foot, Jonathan Cory, John Wallihan, W. A. Norton, Justices of the Peace. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1855. 

Supervisors — ^W. A. Norton, chairman, D. A. Fitch, Jonathan Cory; 



80 

Ira Pai-mlee, Town Clerk; John Wallihan, Treasurer; Calvin Fitch, Su- 
perintendent ; John Wallihan, E. A. Foot, Jonathan Cory, W. A. Nor- 
ton, Justices of the Peace. 



THE FOLLOWING ARE THE NAMES OF A FEW OF THE LABGEST FARMERS I.V 

CBSTER. 



NAMES. 



p p 



Andrew Stevens, 100 700 2000 1100 200 7 60 200 10 

Wm. Bemis, 70 500 1500 800 200 2 7 10 

Incl-ease Owen, 150 1000 4500 2000 100 24 4 

David W. Davis, 90 500 1500 500 200 6 10 50 10 

J. & W. Wiggins, 80 500 2000 800 100 4 4 200 5 

L. D. Thompson, 80 400 1300 1000 200|12 18 75 20 

Ira Parmlee, 70 2400, averao-ina; 33 bushels per acre. 

Elijah Wood, 
.Jonathan Cory^ 
Ward Witham, 
James Cleeland, 
(reorge Cleeland, 
John Crall, 
Zimti Campbell, 

Augustus Parker raised, on fifty acres of land, 25 tons of broom corn, the 
present season, for which he w.as offered $100 per ton. Andrew Stovons 
raised 100 tons of hay. 



HARMONY. 

Contiguous to, and east of Janesville, is the town of Harmony ; beins; 
township 3 N.-, of I'iange 13 E. The south half of this town lies on the 
north side of Rock prairie, and contains some of the best farms in the coun- 
ty. There is, however, a lack of water^ except from weUs, as no streams, and 
very few springs are found within the limits of the town. In the openings 
in the northern part, however, is a small lake, which affords stock Water for 
a considerable distance around. The north half of the town is quite heavily 
wooded with bur oak; furnishing not only an -ample supply of vrood am) 
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fencing stuff for the rest of the town, tut also' for the prairie farms of the 
towns of LaPrairie and Bradford*. Most of the farmers ot'thesO prairie towns 
nianage to secure wood lots as near as possible, froni which, at least, they 
can get their. fire-wood. Very few, however, at the present day, think of 
cutting their thnher for rails to fence with, preferring rather to preserve it 
for wood, and buy pine lumber for fencing. 

Mount Zion, in the east part of the town, is a beautiful elevation, com- 
manding a view of the country for many miles around. No place in the en- 
tire west, probably, presents a more enchanting prospect to the stranger than 
this. To the west, as the traveler ascends the moiint, along the old Territo- 
rial road from Chicago and Milwaukee to Madison, which passes over it, a 
view of Janesville city burets upon his vision, with the country beyond ; to 
the south, abroad expanse' of prairie spreads out, bounded only by the hori- 
zon. North of this, and extending east and west as far as the eye can reach, 
is a long belt of timber. East is an extension of the same Rock prairie couur . 
try, a distance of some eight miles, to where it is bounded by the extensive 
oak openings of Walworth county. All along this road, and others, is a con- 
tinuous succession of the most beautiful farms, among the first that were set- 
tled in the county. Conspicuous among the rest, are the farms of Elder 
Babcock, Joseph Spaulding and Wm. Spaulding. , 

Joseph SpauUling, Esq., who represented his a3sem"hly district in 1853, 
resides in this town. There are 128 farms in the town. It formerly con- 
. stituted a part of Jaiiesvillc, but in 1850 it waS, organized into a town by 
itself. The population in 1850 was 840; in 1855, 805. l^ight school dis- 
tricts — 291 scholars over four.aad under twenty years of age. It has seven 
school houses; This town receives the present year the sum of $284,16 from 
the State School Fund. 

This town was first settled in the year 1'836. The following are the 
names of some of the early settlers: JosepTi Spaiildiug, Wm. Spaulding, 
G. H. Williston, John Turner, Harvey Holmes and AnsSl' Dickinson. 

The early history of this town is so identified with that of Janesville, that 
a separate notice of it seems superfluous. 

There are three railroads, either construqted or projected, that pass through 

this town. Thft; Milwaukee & Mississippi, Chicago, St. Pauls & Fond du 

Lac, running nearly parallel to, and but a few rods from each other, until 

they reach Milton, where they diverge, the former with its two arms uniting 

the "Father of Waters" with lake Michigan; the latter extending north to 

Fond du Lac, uniting Chicago and lake Winnebago. Also the north trunk 

of the Racine, Janesville & Mississippi road passes throng the south part of 

the town. 

6 
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Book Prairie Post Office is in Harmony; Joseph M, Deans, Post Master. 

The Congregationalists have a church here, near Mount Zion. There is 
a Free Will Baptist church in this town; Revs. P. W. Belknap and James R. 
Pope, ministers. The Universalists also have preaching here occasionally, 
and their preacher is Rev. George W. Lawrence, from JanesvUle. 

Number of farms in the town, 128. 

The only church building over erected in this town, as well as the society, 
was mainly built up through the agency and influence of Ansel Dickinson, 
vho did more for the intellectual and religious cultivation of the children of 
the town than any other man during his life. His death was a serious loss. 
The church building has been converted into a school house, and the mem- 
bers are scattered abroad. The fact that the town of Harmony is so near 
Janesville, (forming, indeed, a part of the city,) will explain the absence of 
any villages or churches. 

, Harmony was organized as a separate town in 1850. The following is a 
list of the first officers elected : 

Supervisors— Win. Spaulding, chairman, John Winn, Isreal Young. 

Justio^ of the Peace — Arvah Cole, 2 years ; Lucius Bingham, 1 year ; 
Nathaniel Pond, 1 year; Cornelius Miller, 2 years. 

Town Clerk— John Gibbs. 

Treasurer — David Z. Leake, 

Assessor— Samuel H. Cole, 

Superintendent of Common Schools — Ansel Dickinson. 

Constables — Orient Pond, William S. Cole, Jacob D. Smith. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1854. 

Supervisors— Charles R. Gibbs, chairman, D, B. Wood, D. L, Crosby. 
Peter Schmitz, Town Clerk; Artemas Smith, Treasurer; E. W. Stevens, 
Superintendent; J.J. Vankirk, .Assessor; R. C. Wright, Joseph M. Beans, 
Justices of the Peace. 

TOWlf OFFICERS FOK 1855. 

Supervisors — Erastus Green, chairman, D. L. Crosby, R. C. Wright; Jo- 
seph M. Deans, Town Clerk; James R. Pope, Treasurer; E. W. Steveiis, 
Superintendent; Abial H. Stevens, Assessor; J, M, Deans, W.W. Stillwell, 
Justices of the Peace. 
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THB HAHES OF A FKW OF THE PMWTPAL FAHSIER3 IN HARMONY, 





No. 
No.- 
No. 
No. 
Bus 

Bus 

Bus 

Bus 

Bus 

Bus 

No. 
cull 




NAMES. 


fi 1 f f 1 1 1 p 1 1 t 


Willijan Spaulding, 


280 


1500 


2500 


2100 


200 


300 


75 


15 ^Si 


440 


11 


Joseph SpaiUding, 


375 


2300 


4350 


1400 


300 


280 


250 


9 


79 


80 


70 


John Menzie, 


280 


1500 


400 


800 




300 


200 




3 




13 


Timothy Jackman, 


820 


800 


1400 


500 






100 


2 


9 




5 


John Turner,, 


200 


900 


1100 


1800 




800 


2Q0 


2 


11 


150 


11 


L S. DiekinsoUj 


200 


900 


820 


900 






80 


2 


5 




5 


Andrew Barlas, ' 


260 


2000 


900 


1300 






28 




3 




8 


John N. Deans, 


200 


900 


675 


900 




256 




50 


8 






Andrew T. Hart, 


135 


60Q 


1000 


1000 










4 




7 


J. M. Learned, 


165 


2300 


2200 


650 






400 


15 


30 






Gurdon Leonard, 


220 


1550 


900 


700 






150 


2 


14 


66 


IP 


Norton B. Royce, 


210 


800 


800 


1200 






100 










Ray Jenkins, 


110 


• 500 


500 


1600 




200 


76 


•a 


16: 




8 


Freeman Bacon, 


175 


1600 


400 


600 






20 


2 


4 


8 


2 


Godfrey Bishop, 


90 


800 


500 


600 






60 


9 


19 




4 


George Wilbur, 


140 


850 


5oa 


900 


76 


371 


130 


6 


26 




6 


J. J. Vankirk, 


110 


950 


600 


500 










3 




1 


John ,G. J<enkin% 


: im 


550 


1100 


2100 




- 


m 


. ■-■. 


-" 






George H. Williston, 


130 


600 


soo 


•900 






40 




4 




3 


Edward Aiken, 


115 


525 


700 


750 








2 


2 




2 


John E. Youngs, 


80 


460 


660 


1000 




350 


60 


5 


10 




4 


David Welsh, 


100 


600 


700 


7O0 




300 


100 


2 






13 


David Smith, 


120 


1200 


800 


550 






75 


6 


25 




50 


Absolom Williams, 


140 


1000 


700 


575 






150 


4 


10 




2 


Erastus Green, 


75 


700 


350 


600 








1 


9 




2 


H.H. DiUenback, 


100 


400 


700 


700 




100 


40 


2 


7 




5 


George B. Jones, 


100 


620 


1000 


1500 




250 


130 




6 




2 


Lueias Bingham, 


140 


700 


600 


400 




300 


30 


2 


17 


2 


30 


A. W. Smith, 


76 


800 


400 


400 








2 


1 






Maleolm Monat, 


190 


900 


460 


500 








2 


1 




2 


Wid. Abby Holmes, 


80 


600 


600 


800 




170 


350 


3 


15 


22 


10 


William Nicholson, 


85 


800 


700 


600 




250 


25 


2 


29 


60 


22 


B. C. Wright, 


90 


550 


700 


400 










1 




8 


G. H. Miller, 


64 


500 


500 


400 




300 


900 










Thomas Hu^ns, 


®5 


750 


400 


500 


24 


57 


100 


3 


6 




3 


G. W. Leake, 


47 


350 


560 


450 








1 


,5 




3 


B, H. Moon, 


86 


600 


600 


416 




1 












A. J. Bennett, 


65 


400 


300 


900 








3 


2 






Aaron White, 


120 


900 


500 


400 






61 










Thomas Jamison, 


1301 760 


500 


600 








15 


5 






T. P. Davis, 


110 


|]150 


1500 


800 






600 


5 


40 


100 


10 
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NAMES. 



a 



Joseph Grundy, 
Lewis D. Gage, 
E. C. Dickinson, 
Arvah Cole, 
Isaac Bidleman, 
David Z. Leake, 
Peter Neyhart, 
Noyes Jackman, 
John Ross, 
Chancy Osborn, 
David B. Wood, 



116 


750 


1200 


465 






151 


8 


31 


100 


600 


500 


600 




200 


100 


1 


8 


80 


500 


250 


600 


150 


200 


60 


8 


65 


60 


400 


100 


600 




600 


4» 


6 


20 


60 


450 


700 


550 






120 


2 


22 


80 


450 


300 


500 






lOO 


2 


10 


50 


394 


500 


500 




90 


20 


2'ill 


80 


340 


500 


400 






150 


11 4 


80 


800 


400 


350 




400 


200 


2 


4 


55 


500 


850 


2Q0 




800 


70 


4 


9 


180 


800 


1300 


1500 




800 


50 


I 


3 



30 



19 
15 
16 

16 
1 
1 

11 
1 



13 

30| 20 



Alfred Zimmerman, 141 acres, crops on the sod. 

Joseph Spaulding, raised 15 tons of Timothy hay; John Turner, 80 tons { 
Qurdon Leonard, 16 tons; Godfrey Bishopj 8 tons'; Lewis D, Gage, 20 tons; 
David B. Wood, 21 tons. 

J. M. Learned, 500 bush, of Turnips, 200hush. Carrots, 7 tons Millet; 
T. P. Davis, 30 tons Millet. 

G«orge Wilbur raised 22 bush, timothy seed — E, C. Dickinson cut 200 
acres of hayi 



JOHNSTOWN. 

'We give the history ^nd description of Johnstown, from the pen of t>> 
R. Spooner, Esq.^ one of her most estimable citizens : 

SITUATION. 

Town three N., range fourteen E. Bounded on the north by LimOi 
east by Rithndond, in the county of Walworth, south by Brfidford, and west 
by Harmohy. 

Sections 30 to S6 inclusive and the average half of Sections 19 to 24 also 
inclusive, are situated on Rock Prairie near the N. E. comer of it, and the 
remaining sections are tod were Oak Opeings. 

The land is mostly under cultivation. The difference in soil between the 
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two portions, is so strongly marked that it can readily be observed in pass- 
ing. The openings are better adapted to the raising of good wheat, while 
the prairie is better for corn and oats and not easily affected by drought. — 
The latter also has a decided preference in regard to health, ague not being 
prevalent and fevers rare. 

There is a commendable degree of contentment manifested by the inhab- 
itants of both sections, in not being willing to exchange situations with each 
other. 

The inhabitants are principally from the eastern states. There are how- 
ever several Scotch families who are enterprising farmers and among our 
best citizens. 

SETTLEMENT. 

The first settlement was made in 1837. the first family was that of 
.Konnan Smith who claimed on the present site of the " Johnstown Center 
House" owned by Henry B. Johnson, and afterwards sold his claim to Noah 
Newell. The second family was that of Capt. Caleb D. Hill, who is still a 
resident. The other early settlers were Elisha Newhall and his sons Wright 
and Elbridge G., Noah Newell, John. A. Fleteher, Daniel Phelps, Daniel 
McKillip, John Putnam, John A. Pickett and William Virgin. The first 
framed house was built by Daniel McKillip, and is now owned by Slmbael 
Farr. 

CHURCHES, 

The Free Will Baptist Church, in the N. W. part of the town, organized 
Jnnuary 22d 1843. Present number of raembei-s 53. Worship in a con- 
venient Stone School House. Rev. E. D. Lewis, Pastor. 

A Methodist Society was organized previously but is now extinct. 

The 1st Congregational Church at Johnstown Village organized July 6th, 
1845, by Rev. Stephen Peet, then agent of the Am. Home Mis. Society, 
have a Meeting House 30 by 52 feet and a Bell from Meneely's Foundry.— 
Present number of members 60. Rev. S. S. Bicknell, stated supply. 

The Baptist Church organized in the fall of 1845 have a Meeting House 
at Johnstown Center, but it is now in disuse. The church enfeebled and 
nearly extinct. 

The Scotch families are members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
but have no place of worsbin. in this town at present. 
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EDtrCATIOK. 

There are 8 Scljool Houses in this town, and parts of three districts 
whose School Houses are in adjoining towns. The formel- are all supplied 
with Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. 

Amount of public money received in 1855j - $754,44 

" of Tax collected for School purposes, - 599,39 

No of children between 4 and 30 years : 

Boys 236 ; Girls 235. Total, ^ 4^^ 

tOPUiATION. 

Population in 1850—1271 ; in 1853—1213. 
Decrease since 1850 — 58. 

PBOlBABLB CAUSE OF DECIlEtEASKi 

In 1850 and previously, there was comparatively a large floating prtpula- 
tion, immigrants fi'om the Eastern States and Eastern world to the Great 
West, who stopped here temporarily until they could procure homes eko- 
\vhere, one house containing 1 2 families, and thfoe of these families num- 
bered 24 children. In 1849 there were 157 who voted^ and' of that number 
only 58 are now residents in town, 99 having died or left, chiefly the latter. 
The present population is more peroianent. ' 

« FRUITS. 

The early cultivation of fruit has been too much neglected. The feiv ap- 
ple. Plum and Cherry trees planted at an early day, give evidence that those 
fruits can be grown successfully, while with Peaches it is more probablemaU 
ical. With Pears the experiment has not been sufBciontly tried to deter- 
mine. Peaches have been raised to a limited extent in the openings, but 
the prairies are too cold in winter to admit of it unless well and faithfully 
guarded from the wind. 

ORGANIZATION, 

Organized in 1843, having before that time been a part of Janesville. 

TOWN OFFICERS. 

Lucius Boldin, Ellis F. Whiting, Daniel C. Babcock, John Spalding, Jr., 
Daniel Babcock, Tinman T. Pattnlee, Daniel P. Fanlhain, Cyrus A. Hall, 
Hiram Cramer and John Clark, Cliairmen Supervisors. 
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Daniel Babcock, Ephraim Gary, Ellis F. Whiting, John F. Berbcck, Lew- 
is Tucker, Stephen Newbury, John A. Fletcher, Floras B. Cook, Henry J. 
Benson, Henry Cheney, William Galbrsiith, NeUon Eldred, John McLay, 
David McLay, John Zuill, Samuel Hull and Robert Barlass, Jr., Supervisors. 

Nelson Eldred, Ephraim Gary, John A. Segar, A. M. Carter, William T. 
Wade and Edward C. Ainsworth, Town Clerks. 

Lucius Beldin, Phineas S. Stearns, Phineas Stevens, Daniel P. Famham, 
John Cliark, Jarvis Leonard, Oliver T. Fox, Lester Hulse, George C. Bab- 
cock, Frederic S. Eldred, Benjamin F. Gary, D. R. Spooner, Edward C. 
Ainsworth and James McFarlane, Justices of the Peace. 

William H. Redfield, Samuel W. Eaton, Hiram Cramer, Lester Hulse 
and Daniel R. Spooner, Town Superintendeota of Schools. 

John Adams Fletcher, Lucius Beldin, Henry Sayrs, , Henry Jtoel Benson 
and Daniel Rubles Spooner, Post Masters at Johnstown P. 0. 

E. G. Mathews, Emstus S. Johflson and Henry B. Johnson, Post Masters 
at Johnstown Center P. O. 

PROFESSIONAL MKH. 

Rev. S. S. Bicknell, Eld. E. d! Lewis, Eld. Daniel Babcock, Eld. R. M. 
Cary and Rev. Hiram H. Dixon, Ministers of the Gospel. 

John B. Fleming, Daniel M. Bond, Daniel C. Babcock and Lewis C. Bick- 
nell, Physicians. 

Lawyers, none. 

The County Poor House and Farm is located iti this town. 

D. R. SPOONER. 

CoL. 0. GnEBNBET, Cor. Sec'y &c. 
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Note. — In consequence of the Town Clerk of Johnstown having neglected 
to gather the statistics of his town as we requested, we are unable to give so 
full a list of the largo farmei-s of that town as we do of others. The follow- 
ing are a very few. Johnstown has a large number of the very best farm- 
ers in the county. 
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, Swine- — 

. Sheep 

. Cattle 

. Horses 

sh. Potatoes.... 

sh. Bartey 

sh. Rye 

sh. Oats , 

sh. Corn 

sh. Wheat. 

. acres nhder 
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NAMES. 


Wm. Galbraith, 


120 1500 


200 










7126 


17 


15 


John McGi-ath & Bros. 


117 lOOO 


800 


800 




650 


200 


7 


10 




22 


Eobert Barlass, 


240 2000 


800 


1500 




80 


100 


10 


32 


100 


13 


John & Wm. Zuill, 


170 


2600 


1000 


800 




576 


200 


8 


37 




48 


JohnWynn, 


200 


1000 


150 


1500 






800 


6 


10 




5 


David & John McLay,^ 


330 


,69" 


960 


16" 




500 


6" 


8. 


4" 




20 



John Wynn raised one hundred tons of timothy hay. 



JANESVILLE TOWN, 

Is town 3 north, of range 1 2 east. The city of Janesville was mostly ta- 
ken from the southeast corner of this town. The remainder of the town is 
very superior farming land — both prairie and openings — and well wooded 
and watered. The Eock river runs through the eastern part of the town. 
The first bridge built across Rock river, in the county, was built by A. W. 
Pope and others, in the northern part, on the Milwaukee and Madison Ter- 
ritorial road. This road, until within a few years, in fact until the opening 
of the M. & M. railroad to Janesville, was the greatest thoroughfare in the 
county, or in the State even, as far from the Lake shore. 

Near this bridge is a tavern, the Rock River House ; and a few miles far- 
ther west, on the road, is the celebrated farm, owned by General J. C. John- 
ston. 



GEN. Johnston's farm. 

This farm consists of about three thousand acres in a body; 840 acres 
under improvement; 600 to crops, and 240 into timothy meadow. Gen. 
Johnston, the past year, raised 360 tons of timothy hay, 5,000 bushels 



89 

wheat, 10,000 bushels com, 1,500 bushels oats, 800 bushels rye, 500 bush- 
els potatoes. He has 6 horses, 2 mules, and 260 head of cattle, of which 
125 are cows, and eleven yoke of oxen; and employs from 15 to 30 men. 
He cuts all of his grain and hay by machinery, of reapers and mowers. He 
has one of the largest and most commodious brick farm houses, with 
convenient barns and out-buildings, which, together with laud of superior 
quality, renders his situation one of the most desirable, not to say the larg- 
est farming establishments in the State. The General has only been in the 
Slate about two years, and intends to break 400 acres more the present sea- 
son — making altogether, under improvement, 1,240 acres; and we may rea- 
sonably anticipate that when he " gets the hang of the country," he will 
be considerable of a farmer. 

POPULATION. 

The population in 1855 was 770; 10 school districts and 6 school houses, 
and 283 scholars. It receives the present year from the State School fund, 
$225 40. 

NUMBER OF FARMS. 

Number of farms in the town, 90. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOB 1854. 

Supervisors, Z. P. Burdick, Chairman; A. W. Pope, John Russell J. 
A. Blount, Town Clerk; Virgii Pope, Treasurer; Dr. John Stacy, Superin- 
tendent; N. P. Bump, Assessor. I. S. Scofield, James Lawrence, Justices of 
the Peace. 

The town officers for 1855 were the same as for 1854, with the exception 
of Treasurer. Jerry S. Dayton, Treasurer for 1865. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

The early settlement of the town and city of Janesville are identical, and 
hence the |)ai'ticular3 are giveh in the history of the lattpr. 
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KAMES OF A I'EW Of THE LARGEST FARMERS IN THE TOWK OF JANBSVILLE, 
WITS THE AMOUNT OF CROPS AND STOCK RAISED BY EACH4 
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NAMES. 



% P. Burdick) 
Chas. TerwillegBr, 
Thomas Welch, 
E. Stmnk, 
Gideon Chapin, 
E. W. Barker, 
M. P. Culver, 
Henry Search, 
Janies Carl, 
Robert Shaw, 
David Jeffers, 
H. H. Simonds, 
John B. Carl, 
George Johnston, 
John Holmes, 
William Brace, 
J. A. Blount, 
John Stacy, 
N. P. Bump, 
Jaiaes Bear, 
Wm. R. Hall, 
H, W. Cator, 
James O'Brien, 
W. S. Follansby, 
Hiram Bishop, 
Jesse Burnham, 
D. F. Chapin, 
R. K. Prichard, 
Ira Pratt, 
J. G. Hecock, 
L. M. Thayer, 
Hezekiah Kimball, 
Albert Warner, 
Z. P. Burdick raised 



100 
170 
1^6 
2S0 
100 
250 
147 
120 



172|' 800 



100. 

160 

110 

132 

106 

130 

115 

70 

75 

60 

60 

1^0 

90 

70 

80 

80 

50 

45 

74 

75 

70, 

70 

60 

55 



500 
1500 

500 
1500 

900 
1500 

500 

500 



470 
8S0 
318 
700 
3^00 
600 
300 
626 
900 
200 
8D0 
400 

400 
460 
400 
376 
400 
375 
600 
600 
400 
500 
660 



1100 


500 




30 


150 


2 


16 




1000 


1500 






100 


7 


28 


60 


600 


600 






400 


6 


37 




15Q0 


800 






50 


6 


40 


200 


1000 


600 




100 


150 


48 


50 




2500 


1500 




150 


150 


7 


30 




1100 


1200 






160 


4 


50 


600 


800 


250 






50 


10 


30 




600 


600 






160 


11 


30 


200 


500 


,400 




100 


100 


2 


16 


105 


1100 


iboo 






150 


2 


11 




1800 


700 




200 


300 


4 


30 


105 


1200 


300 






400 


2 


18 




96b 


Voo 




100 


60 


4 


9 




1100 


700 






200 


, 3 


30 




300 


300 






100 


7 


* 


180 


900 


550 






100 


4 


15 


60 


800 


806 






200 


1 


9 




500 


600 






150 


7 


20 


17 


500 


900 




200 


100 


2 


13 




1000 


1000 






60 


8 


8 


72 


600 


600 






200 


2 


12 




900 


400 






100 


1 


8 




600 


600 






160 


4 


12 




600 


8d0 




100 


200 


3 


40 




700 


400 


40 




76 


3 


18 


46 


600 


4oO 








2 


10 




200 


600 






100 


2 


2 


6 


600 


350 






100 


3 


3 




.400 


600 






60 


3 


16 




600 


400 








4 


13 


5 


4O0 


300 






200 


3 


6 


50 


400 


300 






30 


2 


11 


7 



20 

50 

18 

30 

15 

40 

17 

20 

6 

4 

30 

l6 

9 

4 

41 

7 

5 

7 

17 
25 
15 
80 

10 
7 

14 

23 
5 
2 
4 

20 
8 

30 



20 tons timothy hay. 
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LA PRAIRIE 



Is town 2, range 13 east. This town is almost entirely opoii, unbroken 
|»t-aitie. Its euphonious name is at tlie same time very significant. It is 
from the Fren«ii, and simply means "the meadow, or the pasture." It-w 
southeast from the city of Janesville, on which it comers, a small portion of 
■which Was severed by the Corporation act, to help constitute the city. The 
early settlers in tliis county, although they thought highly of prairie lands, 
carefully avoided the middle portions of Rock prairie, because of the grcfat 
lack of wood and water ; but subsequently, public opinion changed in that 
matter, and now L&Prairie contains some of the largest and most successfel 
farmers itt the county. This tovmship, on the first division of the county 
into towtts, was divided'— Beloit including the south half and Janesville the 
north half. At a subsequent date, when Turtle and Harmony were consti- 
tuted, the south half became a part of Turtle, the north half a part of Har- 
taony. After being divided and sub-divided, and bandied about, it at last 
became an independent town, with corpoi'ative poWers in 1849. 

The popBlation of this town in 1850 was 3lB\ in 185S, 602. It has 9 
school districts and 5 school houses. The present number of scholars is 198, 
and received the present year from the State School Fund,'$152 14. 

Number of farms, 79. 

The following communication from J. P. Wheeler, Esq., gives a brief, but 
Very comprehensive view of the town. 

LA PBAIRIB, 

So named, at the suggestion of S. Porter Wheeler, by the inhabitants 
of town 2, range 13, convened for the purpose of petitioning the legislature, 
then in session, to pass a law organizing the south of Harmony and the north 
part of Turtle, as a legal town. The law was passed, and approved March 
2eth, 1849, by Gov. Dewey, making it the duty of the electors of said town 
to hold their first town meeting at the house of Justus P. Wheeler. The 
first town meeting was held at the place appointed, on the 3d day of April, 

1849. By a vote of a majority of the electors of the town, the meeting for 

1850, and the election for 1849 and 1850, was held at the house of Mr. 
Samuel L. Halstead, on the east line of the northwest quarter of section 15, 
From thence removed to the house of Freeman Hitehcock, on the west line 
of section 28, and is for the present held at the house of Hiram Finch, on 
the east line of the northeast quarter of section 14. The whole number of 
votes cast at the first town meeting, was 56. The names of town oflBcers 
elected, were Justus P. Wheeler, HoOry Cheesebro and James Chamberlain, 
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for Supervisors. Guy Wheeler, Town Clork; Charles C. Cheney, Treasurer, 
and Levi St. John, Assessor. 

The number of inhabitants, as by United States census for 1850, was 
835. The first State tax was $300 37. County tax, $339 16. School 
tax, $361. Town tax, $290. The population of the town, as by State 
census for 1855, was 602. The whole number of votes cast, April, 1855, 
78. The State tex, $666 88) County tax, $1,234 98. School tax, $305,- 
83; Town tax, $320. The assessed valuation of the town for 1850, was 
$66,830. The assessment for 1855, $194,061. 

This town is a rolling praiyie, of deep soil, with an underlay of sand 
and gravel in the west and northwest part. There is plenty of lime rock in 
the bluffs of the central and eastern part of the town. The only surface 
water we can boast of, is Turtle ereek, which rises in Walworth county, wa- 
tering and fertilizing the town of Bradford from side to side— enters this 
town on the east line of section 36 and passes out on the south line of 35, 
into the town of Turtle. Running within the limits of this town less than two 
miles, it passes through the town of Turtle nearly from corner to corner, and 
falls into Book river near the State line at Beloit. This stream rose during 
the night of June, 1851, 10 or 12 feet above its usual level, carrying off 
mill dams, bridges, fences, .sheep, hogs and other property, to a great amount. 
The water was the highest about day light, reaching as high as Mr. Clark 
W. Lawrence's door step; leaving a tree in the upper casement of the school 
house window, and filling Mr. Chamberlain's house above the window stools. 

The only timber now standing in town, is on sections 5, 6, 35 and 36, 
amounting to less than a quarter section. The inhabitants are supplied with 
good water, in gi-eat abundance, by digging wells from 15 to 85 feet deep; 
and with wood, by hauling it from the neighboring towns, a distance of from 
3 to 10 miles. The mail route from: Racine and Chicago passes through 
this town. The Chicago, Fond du Lac & St. Paul R. R. enters, the town on 
the south line of section 35, and passes out on the west line of the sonth- 
west quarter of section 7. Some, of the early settlers of this county made 
their first "pitch" in this town. Samuel St. John and family were among 
the first who made a permanent settlement on the Rock river. He wintered 
with the first seven or eight, who built the log shanty on the east side of the 
river, at the rapids. His was the first claim made in town. He and his 
brother, Levi St. John, claimed and entered at the laiid sale at Milwaukee, 
the whole of section 6. He built, a good log house on the west half of the 
section, now standing within the chartered limits of the city of Janesville. 
William Mertrom, about the sanie tijne, made a claim on section 5, and built 
a lo^ house, which ^N^ehemiah St. John pui-chased and occupied for several 
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years. ' Natian Allyne, in 1835 or '36, made a claim on section 35, broke 
several acres, put in and raised crops without fence, except dogs. Lucius 
Burnham ihadff a claim on section 36, in the spring of 183*7, and made his 
first iniprovenlent in 1838, built the fii-st frame bam, now standing in this 
town. Clart W. Lawrence came into this cotmtry with his father and fam- 
ily, Mr. William Lawrence, of Beloit, in 1836, made a claim on section 36, 
and built the first frame house. Mr. Wateiman, James Chamberlain and 
L. B. AUyno located on section 35, in 1837 or 1838. 

These early settlers, although located in a beautiful prairie country, where 
wheel carriages could tse driven in almost all directions, had many hardships 
to endure. They were charmed with the country. When they found the 
unclaimed place that suited, they pitched their tent, and built their shanty, 
not reflecting that it was seven days' journey to the nearest place where pro- 
visions could be obtained. Poor flour and rusty pork were great luxuries, 
at $30 and $40 per barrel, transported with ox teams from Chicago, Ottowa, 
Gfelena or Milwaukee, over the prairie, without places of entertainment, or 
bridges to cross the streams ; having to cook their provisions, camping on the 
ground, under the wagon; frequently seven days onJhe road between this 
place and the nearest point where they could get supplies. Potatoes and 
other sauce could not be got at any price for seed. Rutabagas stood high 
in the market. After the mill was built at Beloit, and grinding done with- 
out bolting, many of the inhabitants lived on buckwheat cakeS) with such 
game as they could catch. Their hardships were small during warm weath- 
er, to what they wera in the winter, when streams had to be forded, or the 
family sufier for want of provisions at home. After the land sale at Mil- 
waukee, the settlement in this town remained stationary for several years. — 
The town being all prairie, with a small quantity of timber in the northwest 
and southeast comers of it, other towns in the county filled up rapidly with 
settlers, while LaPrairie remained stationary with but one school house, lo- 
cated on section 36, built by Mr. James Chamberlain. Justus P. Wheeler 
made big purchase in the faU of 1840. Eliakim Thatcher,^ in 1843. A 
man by the name of Hocura made a claim on section 3 ; afterwa,rds sold to 
Mr. Covil. Cliaries C. Cheney, Henry Cbesebro, William Loyd, Adelmon 
Sherman and Ephraim Leach, Jr., made their purchases in the years 1844 
and 1845. Almerin Sherman, Peter Shufek, James I. Hoyt, Wm. G. East- 
erly and Mr. Ford, in 1846. Jefferson Sinclair made his large purchase on 
the prairie, and William Reed made improvements on it about the same 
time. Ralph W. Schenck, William Schenck and William H. Stark came 
into town soon after Sinclair made his purchase. 

The second school house built, stands on town lino road, on section 32. — 



94 

The third is located near the comer of seotions 1, 2, 1 1 »nd 12. The- fourth 
is near the oomer of sections 13, 14, 23 and 24. The fifth, is now building, 
near the quarter stake, on the oast line of section 5. We have no other 
public buildings; no store, grocery, or tavern. In fact we have to go to the 
neighboring towns for wood, lumber, all kinds of merchandise, and mechan- 
ism of every kipd. For many years we have had but one mechanic in town 
— Mr. James Chamberlain. He built the court house at Janesville anid, the 
first bridge across the Rock river in this county. It was a toll bridge, built 
for Mr. Charles Stevens and others, on Milwaukee street, where the new 
bridge, now stands, in the city. He a:lso built the first bridge at Beloit, and 
the bridge at Bocktop. 

The progress of this town has been slow in comparison with other towns 
in the county, Almost all its inhabitants are farmers. No lawyers or pet- 
tifoggers, and but one man who bears the title of Doctor, and he is one of 
our largest farmers. The Eev, Mr. Curtiss, the Congregational; minister at 
Emerald Grove, resides within the limits of LaPrairje ; so that we can say, 
that we have one minister of the gospel. 

Yours, &0., 

J, P, WHEEliSR. 

COU O. GuERNSET, 

Corresponding Secretary, <tc. 



TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1854, 

The town officers for the year 1854, were, Alfred Haskios, Chairman Suv 
pervisors, Frank Wheeler, Town Clerk. 

OFFICERS FOR 1855. 

Supervisors — Adelmon, Sherman Chairman ; Loren Finch, T. W. Van 
Balder. Jamos I, Hoyt, Assessor ;^Frank Wheeler, Town CleA; Eiiaktm 
Thatcher, Treasurer; James A. Chamberlain, Superintendent. 
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AMONG THK LARQE8T FARMERS IN LA PRAIRIE, MAT BE HENTIONKD THE FOL- 
LOWING, WITH THE AMOUNT OF EACH ARTICLE OP PRODDCE BAIBKD. 





saj'ts H Bluatdiiieel?. 


NAMES, 


:o. Swine 

0. Sheep— • 

o. Cattle -.... 

0. Horses. 

ush. Potatoes-.. 

ush. Barley 

ush. Bye 

ash. Oats 

iisb. Corn 

luh. Wheat 

0. acres under 
iltlvatlon- 


Freeman Hitchcock, 


350 


3000 


1650 


4000 




1200 


500 


20 


80 




120 


Alfred Haskins, 


300 


lOOO 


1500 


800 




600 


300 


5 


22 




40 


Amaziah Sherman, 


240 


1200 


1500 


1400 




1300 


200 


2 


23 




20 


Jacob Van Gtelder, 


250 


200Ci 


1600 


1200 




1200 


500 


6 


8 




20 


Wm. H. Read, 


240 


700 


3000 


1400 


500 




200 


14 


10 




34 


R. W, Schenk, 


228 


1800 


1600 


2000 




700 


150 


4 


20 




60 


Hiram Finch, 


160 


800 


1000 


1000 




400 


150 


6 


26 




29 


James Charabcrlain, 


90 


1200 


300 


600 


125 


400 


50 


2 


30 


100 


20 


Harvey Sessions, 


125 


800 


500 


500 




40 


100 


2 


4 




2 


S. L. Halstead, 


120 


800 


950 


1000 




105 


100 


7 


14 


68 


36 


E. Chesbro, 


100 


240 


1100 


900 




500 


500 


4 


35 


5 


25 


Henry Chesbro, 


100 


800 


100 


800 




800 


300 


7 


10 


25 


40 


Thomas Auld, 


70 


1200 


600 


160 


, 


70 


2 


2 


7 




9 


Harvey Hart, 


100 


800 


300 


100 




200 


50 


6 


5 




9 


E. W. Blish, 


160 


1400 


7D0 


1500 




200 


100 


2 


22 




4 


James V. Beltings, 


200 


1800 


1000 


800 






100 


4 


6 




200 


J. P. Wheeler, 


130 


1000 1500 


1000 


400 




50 


6 


18 




16 


Wm. H. Stark, 


110 


noo 1600 


1100 






75 


5 


14 


460 


100 


Guy Wheeler, 


110 


88011400 


1400 


400 




60 


2 


22 




10 


C. W. LaijTenco, 


100 


, 4001 900 


1200 




450 


75 


4 


25 


200 


30 


George Rhodes, 


110| 800] 900 


2200 








9 






5 


William Schenk, 


IOC 


>1 80C 


)' 950 


6O0 




500 


200 


2 


15 




36 



George Rhodes raised 1250 bushels of potatoes. 



LfflA. 

This is the most North-eastern town in the County, was organised in 
1846. It is divided into thirteen School Districts, ten of which are .joint 
districts ; eleven school houses and 353 scholars. In the year 1854 the, town 
received from the State School Fund $244,80 ; in 1855 $284,16. Paul Cran- 
dall, Esq., one of the Delegatgs from this County to form the present State 
Constitution, was a citizen of this town. Azel Kinney, Esq., member^of As- 
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sembly forhis district in 1854," also t"he present ihcuinbent of that office for 
1856, John Child, Esq., are citizens of Lima. 

The population in 1850 was 839 ; in 1855, 1054. 

No. of farms in town 161. 

The principal religious denominations in town, are Congregational in the 
N. E. part, the Calvinistic, Free-will and Seventh-day Baptist in the 
South and Western part, 

CHILDS STATIOIf, 

on the Milwaukee and Mississippi Rail Road, is the only village in the town. 
Here is Lima Post OflBce, also two Groceries, a Blacksmith shop, a Ware 
house for storing produce and sever.il dwelling houses. It receives its name 
from being situated on the farm of John Child, Esq." 

The following Communication received from Azel Kinney, Esq., gives a 
brief description &c. of the town : 

Lima, March 6, 1856. 
CoL. 0. QuBRNSBY, — CoT. Sec. of the Hock Co. Agricultural Society. 

The township of Lima, town 4, range 14 East, is the North-east comer 
town of the County, has Whitewater, Walworth Co. on the East, Koshkp- 
nong, Jeff. Co., on the North, Milton on the West, and Johnstown on the 
South. 

The surface is gently rolling, covered mainly with Bur and White Oak 
openings, the bur oak greatly predominating. Ncarl}' one-sixth of the 
area is mareh ; the largest is that which is known as the " Qtter Creek'' 
marsh, commencing at the centre and extending nearly to the line west, and 
in which rises the stream of that name. One mile East of the head of " Ot- 
ter Creek marsh," one of the branches of the Whitewater has its source, and 
on which two miles below its head was built the saw mill,, known as 
" Harrington's Mill." The town embraces the Western border of Whitewa- 
ter Prairie on the North-east, and the Eastern border of Prairie du Lac on 
the South-west. The first claim made was by James M. Burgess, on Sec- 
tion 17, in the summer of 1836, who, with a partner, were the only persons 
as near as I can leani, that made any stay in the town during that season. — 
After staying through the seasoti, and making some improvements, they re- 
tumeJto the East and have not been residents here since that time. 

In the summer of 1837, Messrs. Thomas Vaii Horn and Solomon L. Har- 
rington came into the town, and in the fall put up a saw mill on sec. 24, apd 
near the line East. During the same season Messrs. Joseph Nichols, Sam- 
uel Hall, Major Phillips, Geo. B. Hall. Giblct and Grover made 
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claims and becamo residents. When the county was organized into towns, 
for town purposes, this township was included with Milton, By an act ap- 
proved Feb. 24th, 1845, this was set oflFintoa separate town. The first 
town meeting was held April 1st., succeeding, when the folloyfing named 
persons were elected as officers of the town. 

Supervisors. — Prosper Cravath, Chairman ; John Child, Abram Allen, 
Paul CrandaU, Town Clerk. Wm. P. Stillman, Treasurer. John H. Twin- 
ing, Collector. Bryce Hall, Abrnm Allen, Nelson Salisbury, Commissioners 
of Highways. Ebenezer Rider, Paul Crandall, Azel Kinney, Com. of Com. 
Schools. Prosper Cravath, Sealer of Weights and Measures. John H. 
Twining, Giles Kinney, Constables. John Child, Horace G-. Hamilton, Jus- 
tices of the Peace. 

OFFICEKS FOB 1854. 

Supervisors. — Azel Kinney, Chairman ; John Child, Vohiey Wood. James 
Knapp, Treasurer. H. J. Wilkinson, Town Clerk. O. L. Hall, Superinten- 
dent. B/ensselaer Child, Joshua Cobb, E. L. Burdick, Assessors. Boraco 
G. Hamilton, John Truman, Justices. John B. Lewis, Edmund Eobmson, 
Wm. Haggadom, Constables. 

OFftCEBS FOR 1855» 

Supervisors.— ^ohn Child, Chairman ; James Hall, Leander Allen, Azel 
Kinney, Town Clerk. Mark A. Child, Superintendent. Mark A. Child, 
Treasurer. Joshua Cobb, Rensselaer Child, E. L. Burdick, Assessors. Le- 
vi Kinney, Harry Weed, Alpha Warren, Wm. Hassenger, Justices of the 
Peace. Yours, &o., 

AZEL KINNEY. 
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NAMES OF A FEW OF THE LARGEST TAKMERS IH LIMA. 



a 
I 



NAMES. 



? S 



John Austin, 
Abel Slocum, 
Wm. Forrest, 
William Janes, 
Orris Bacon, 
S. Burroughs, 
Fitch Brown, 
C. F. Sax, 
Gardiner Hall, 
Roley Godfrey, . 
C> Stacey, ^ 

Alpha WaiTen, * 
Wm. S. Benton, 
M G. Cravath, 
Wm. C. Patterson, 
John Child, 
G. 8. Burdiok, 

John Austin sheared 
76 lbs. ; Gardiner HaJl, 
210 lbs. 

No of farms in 1856, 



460 


2800 


1600 


3800 






200 


17 


40 


125 


186 


1600 


1600 


1000 






200 


8 


36 


10 


115 


666 


1100 


600 






65 


10 


10 


42 


80 


650 


650 


900 






50 


3 


16 


30 


108 


1400 


600 


600 






100 


2 


8 


43 


80 


1300 


900 


338 




20 


100 


4 


12 


266 


120 


700 


1000 


650 




200 


150 


8 


18 


80 


110 


900 


,660 


600 






100 


2 


20 


30 


10 


600 


,600 


600 






100 


1 


26 


175 


100 


750 


1000 


600 






200 


6 


18 


22 


86 


550 


&00 


650 




50 


100 


4 


3 




90 


300 


500 


400 




70 


60 


2 


8 




80 


900 


110,0 


300 






200 


8 


35 


10 


65 


550 


500 


600 




60 


250 


5 


7 


140 


92 


700 


500 


500 








3 


11 




52 


600 


1200 


350 


^, 




200 


4 


22 


66 


94 


600. 


600 


500 






80 









500 lbs. of wool; 
300 lbs.; M. G, 

161. 



S. BuiToughs, 
Crayath, 292 



60 
90 
14 
20 
23 
28 
53 
12 
4 
20 
16 

9 

12 

3 

27 



830lbs.;C. F. Sax, 
lbs., and John Child, 



MILTON, 

Is town 4, North of Range 1 3 E. and N. E. from Janesville. Prairie du LaCj 
(Lake Prairie,) is mostly in this town and is one of the richest and most 
beautiful varied and picturesque in the western country. Timber is contig- 
uous and frequently jutting out into the prairie, making the farms conven- 
iently supplied with wood in connection with prairie, or near by. Here are 
several veiy fine small lakes on this prairie, hence its name. The soil on 
this prairie is alluvial, deep, rich and productive. Otter Creek runs through 
the North part, and Lake Koshkonong extends into the North-western part 
near George W. Ogderi's farm. A small section of Rock River is in this town 
also ; these together with springs, small streams and small marshes, furnish 



99 

a good supply of water for all fanning purposes. The northern part of the 
town is mostly openings and quite roUiiig. Southern part ptairio and open- 
ings. The population in 1850 was 1032, in 1655, 1324. It has H 
School districts and 6 school houses. The number of scholars is 495, This 
town receives the present year from the State School Fund $335,68. Last 
year 318,24. Number of Farms in 1835 in this town is 104. This 
town was organized in 1842, includiug Lima, The first board of oflBcers 
were: Supervisors, N. ©.Stan's, Chairman; P, A. Cravath, G. W. Ogden, 
O. W. Norton, Town Clerk. 

The village is situated at the forks of the M. & M. Railroad. The inhab- 
itants are noted for their industry, peaoeableness and temperate habits, there 
not being a place in the township where ardent spirits are sold. Here are 
five stores, one grocery, two public houses, one saloon, two cabinet shops, 
two joiner shops, two blacksmith shops, one wagon shop with steam pOwer, 
five carpenters, three masons, three shoemakers, one shoo shop, one saddle 
and harness maker, one tinman, one daguorreian gallery, one surveyor, one 
lumber merchant, one livery stable, five wheat buyers, several warehouses 
for storing produce, three churches and tour ministers. The Congregational 
church was organized in 1838, and now numbers 38 membei-s. 

The Seventh-day-baptist church was organiaed in 1849 and now numbers 
180 members. 

The. Methodist church, org^Qizedin 1849, now numbers 36 members. 

Here is a new, beautiful and commodious Academy, on an eminence over- 
looking the village, under the management of Prof. A. C. Spicer, prin., one of 
the most superior teachers in the western country. This school is in a very 
flourishing condition, having four teachers and 130 students. Besides this 
there is a district school in the village. 

The Milton Post Office here was established in 1839. The present post 
master is W. T. Morgan, Esq. Teotsa Post Office near the foot of lake 
Koshkonong, is within the limits of this town. 

PROFESSIONAL MEN. 

MiNisTERB.---«Ilev. A. Warren, Congregatiosnalist. Rev. Stillman Coon^ 
Rev. Varnum Hull, and Rev. Richard Bond, Seventh-day-baptists. 
PHYSioiANs.-^Dr. Bordefl, Dr. Collins, Dr. C. W. Stillman. 

Hon. Joseph Goodrich resides and keeps a public house at this place. To. 
the, enterprise, energy and indomitable perseverance of whom Milton owe* 
much of her present prosperity. It was mainly through his tact and sup<s-. 
rior managcmept thet the M. & M. R.R. was located through the place, th,e 
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itnportancQ of which can hardly be reaUzed. Mr. G. is one of those men who 
is a/ways ready for every good work and reform. This assembly district 
last year did themselves the honor of sending him to the legislature, an 
office in which he did credit to himself and his constituents. Here, also, re- 
sides our present county treasurer, M. T. Walker, Esq., and his immediate 
predecessor, E. F. Eraser. Col. J. E. Culver, also post master next pre- 
vious to the present incumbent, is one of the most enterprising and enlight^ 
ened citizens of our county. 

The following communication in relation to the first settlement of Miltott, 
was received from I. T. Smith, Esq., of that town ; 

On the fourth day of March, 1837, a company of us took a team and sleigh 
and started for Otter Creek, to make claims. D. F. Smith made his claim 
where the Mil. and Mineral Point Eoad crosses the creek, on the lot where 
I new reside. It was at that time considered valuable as a waterpower ; was 
selected for the purpose of building mills, as well as to make a farm. I made 
a claim on Prairie du Lac, on what is now occupied as a farm by Joseph 
Goodrich and John Alexander. The 27th of the same month I hired a 
team and some men to come here and help mo put up a cabin for a family to 
move into. The weather was cold, and as we had to camp on the ground, 
we worked lively to make as short a job as possible. In our haste in pre- 
paring our camp equipage and eatables we forgot the article to raise our hoe- 
cake and were obliged to eat it in an unleavened state. That would have 
satisfied the most rigid Jew of old, 

We put up two cabins, each fourteen feet square, and covered them with 
shakes as long shingles were then called, the gable ends being finished with 
logsj and the shingles held to their places by weight poles on top instead of 
nails. That style of building is fast going out of practice, and if we do not 
preserve a description of these primitive cabins on paper, the people will soon 
forget the style of western pioneer cabins. I took up my residence hero the 
tenth of April in company with a man named Lyman C. Smith, but in one 
week's time ho tired of our way of living, and I bought him out. My near- 
est neighbor south was Daniel Smiley, where Col. H. P. Culver now resides, 
and on the North was John Allen, above Lake Koshkonong. I lived by 
myself until D. F. Smith moved his family here, about the 25th of May the 
the same Spring. Like all early settlers, I was pleased to have those seek- 
ing locations, call, and if I could show them a place that suited them for a 
farm, to do so. Sometimes my family was large for a house of this size, as I had 
no chamber room, and the cabin but /owcieera feet square, and to show you 
how many can stay in a small house I will give the names of my family. — 
On one occasion for a couple of nights it consisted of the following persons; 
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D. F. Smith, L. C. Smith, Simon Smiley, Franklin Griffeth, William Voice, 
John B. Babcoct and three others. There came up a severe thunderstorm. 
D. F. Smith had a small Indian pony, that he paid a high price for, said it 
■was too bad for the pony to stay out in such a storm, so I moved my dishes 
and it was led in and tied to my cupboard, or rather a pin in the log, that 
was part of my cupboard. Eastern housekeepers will be curious to know 
how we slept, as I had but one bedstead and that, but one post, (wont our 
friends Morse & Martin laugh,) the logs of the house answering instead of 
the other three posts. Three of us lay on the bed, and as many under it, 
while the rest ranged around the fire in one comer, and the pony in the oth- 
er. The flour that I used was made at Adamsville, in Cass county, Michi- 
gan, and hauled on wagons by the way of Chicago and Racine to this place 
and was current at twenty dollars per baiTel. Pork was worth forty-five 
dollars per barrel ; Potatoes four dollars per bushel. 

One day while I was gone to my former boarding place, where I still had 
my washing done, a neighbor some eight miles distant, came near my cab- 
in looking for his horses, that had-strayed, and being very hungry, called to 
get some thing to eat, but finding the door fastened on the inside, (a pre- 
cautiop that I had taken to keep the Indians from taking my eatables) he 
looked for another place to enter, thinking if I got out he could get m, so 
climbing to the top of the house and taking off some shingles, was soonmak- 
inga fire to cook supper for himself, which with what I had on hand and 
some prairie chickens' eggs that he had found, made a rare supper for a new 
country. On leaving, he went out as he came in and the next time I saw 
him, he told me he had helped himself, and of course, it was all right. 

I think Jason Walker was the next one that came to this town, and soon 
after that G. B. Hall, and J. Giblet, settled above us on the creek. N. G. 
Ston-s, S. D. Butz and G. Tl Mackey came in soon after, but I am unable to 
say which one first, or at what time. G. W. Ogden was one of the first 
in the west part of this town. 

After our first supply of flour gave out, we were obliged to go to mill, 
down to Aurora, on Fox river, in what is now Kane Co., or in some cases, 
to Green's Mills at what is now called Dayton, within three miles of Ottawa, 
La Salle Co., 111. 

When we could get grinding done at Beloit, it was quite a relief, as it 
took but two days to go to mill, and I have done it in one. 

Our breaking plow, was made by Mr. Stevens of Pleasant Prairie, near 
Kenosha, and when worn until it needed a new lay, it could not be had 
short of Racine, and D. F. Smith took two yoke of oxen and started with it 
for the shop, sixty-five miles offi The people, at and around Rochester had 
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raised a bridge at that place across Fox River and got one track planked, 
and when he drove his team on, the leaders were afraid, and seeing the dan- 
ger of their falling Off he unhooked the chain just in time, for one ox pushed 
his mate over and he held him by the neck, his mate hanging down toward 
the water. Smith put his shoulder to the other and tumbled him off too. 
Both cattle strWk the wAter with their backs down. Then he jumped in, 
and succeeded in unyoking them and getting both out. After getting the 
plow fixed he started at noon from Racine, and it was dark when he came to 
the river, and not liking the bridge thought best to ford it, and found when 
too late, that the rivef had raised sO' as to make fording dangerous. The 
cattle had to swiin some and the wagon box was like to leave, but by 
holding the stakes he kept it on, but the groceries were worse for water that 
lay in the box. 

While thinking over those times, it brings to mind a case of one of Janes' 
hands and shows the consequences of 

GETTING ON A BUST, 

Janes sent a man to Racine with three yoke of oxen and wagon and when 
there, he met several of his old acquaintances who had not the practical im- 
portance of the Maine Law before their eyes, and after drinking awhile it 
occurred to the said driver, that it would be wisdom in him to look out well 
for the cattle, least they should stray while he was drinking with his party. 
He put a bell on one ox, and to make sure, chained him to a tree, thinking 
the others would not leave the bell. When he went to yoke his team the 
bell ox was all that could be foimd. This vexed him much, and he started 
for the old place where they had been kept before moving to Rock River, and 
being somewhat cast down with his eiTor he passed a yard in which a man 
had turned the cattle (as they had started back) but not seeing them he 
went eight miles to the old place and then to Janesville, thinking they had gone 
home. He footed it to Janesville and then back, and finally found his team 
after several days' delay. . A few more of such snaps would make an advo- 
cate of the Maine Law, of almost any man. 

As many people often enquire if the Indians were not troublesome, I 

would say that they never stole a dollar's worth from us, and we felt as secure 

when they were about as while gone, and always allowed them to sleep in 

the house if they wished. I never slept at home with the door fastened yet. 

Respectfully Yours, 

0. GuKENSEY, Esq., _ ISAAC T. SMITH. 

Corresponding Sec'y. dec. 
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HISTOKY OF MILTQN. 



BY A. W. BALDWIN, ESQ. 



, In giving a brief record of the early settlement,- progress and present con- 
<dition of this township, I shall be unable to give such an account as will cre- 
ate any great sensation in the historical world, for a number of reasons : first, 
my own inability ; second, the brief time allotted me to collect such desira- 
ble information ao would be necessary ; third, that this portion of the coun- 
try was settled so recently, that those scenes of savage cruelty and foreign 
interference, which have lent such thrilling interest to the pages of history 
in other states, had all passed fi-om its borders. Yet as late as the years 
1832-34, the Indian tribes made a few feeble and ineffectual attempts to 
regain their lost territory. But the campaign of that time, entitled the Sauk 
war, clearly effaced all their hopes of reclaiming it. At this time this por- 
tion of the country was unsettled, then shining forth in all its pristine beauty. 
It inspired the soldiery with its beauty and fertility, and from their glowing 
and romantic descriptions of Wisconsin, and in fact of this very township, our 
first settlers inspired the " malaria " incipient to the true " Wisconsin Fever." 

This township began to attract the attention of settlers in the year 1836, 
during which year its first settler located in its borders. 

- Milton is located in the Northern tier of Townships in Rock County,, be- 
ing eight miles North of the City of JanesviUe, thirty-six miles South-east 
of Madison, the Capitol of the, State, thirteen miles South of Fort Atkinson 
on Rock River, and sixty miles West of Lake Michigan. 

It contains about 2,3000 acres of territory, but owing to a number of small 
lakes scattered throughout its borders, and a portion of Kpshkonong Lake 
occupying a portion of sections 5, 6 and 7, about 1000 acres is rendered use- 
less. And still another 1000 acres is marsh land, which reduces the arable 
land to a little less than 21000 acres. Koshkonong Lake is formed by the 
expansion of Rock River, being about nine miles in length and three miles 
in width, and lying principally in Jefferson County ; a small portion only in- 
cluding its outlet being in this township. The mai-sh land above referred to 
lies principally around this lake. Another lake called Deer Lake (clear, lake) 
is situated on Section Twenty, and is a beautiful sheet of pure water, of 
nearly circular form, averaging about half a mile in diameter. Its bed and 
shore is composed of gravel and white sand, and being clear and deep with 
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dry bluffy shore, it is indeed beautiful as well as of utility to the farming 
community near it. Other small lakes furnishing water for farming pur- 
poses are situated on sections 25 and 26. 

The only stream of water of which this town can boast, is a small stream 
called " Otter Creek." This creek rises in the Township east of this and 
running through this town in a North-westerly direction, empties into the 
the above mentioned Koshkonong lake. In consequence of the levelness of 
the country through which it flows, and generally having low banks, no 
very valuable water power is obtained. Yet Daniel F. Smith, who by the 
way was the first settler who brought his family into this town, constructed 
a dam with a ditch or race, by which means a tolerable water power was 
obtained, whereupon he built a saw mill, which was of great service and con- 
venience to the first settlers in this part of the country. But from scarcity of 
suitable timber, and also from opposition by other mills of later origin and of 
greater pretensions, this has been neglected and is now silent; yet many re- 
member the " old mUV with pleasure, even if supplanted by fast growing 
" Yo'ing America." 

Along the southern boundary of this town lies a small prairie called "Du 
Lac prairie." This is about five miles in length and ranging from ^ mile 
to \\ miles in width. Near the centre of this prairie and near the village 
of Milton is a table land of nearly circular form, of about a mile in diameter, 
"rising about 75 or 80 feet. The top of this table land is level, and like the 
rest of this prairie has a rich, black loamy soil, fertile and productive. 

The timber in this part, like the most of the Southern portion of this State, 
is bur-oak, white-oak and black-oak, with an occasional bass, poplar and 
soft-maple, in and about the low lands. Koshkonong lake together with 
some of the smaller lakes, produces an abundance of wild-rice, (Zizania Aqua- 
tica) vthich although formerly used as an article of food by the Natives, now 
only furnishes food for wild Geese and Ducks, which frequent these lakes 
in great numbers. 

As I have hetofore stated, the first settlers came to this town in 1836 • 
among whom, were D. F. Smith, Stephen D. Butz, Aaron T. Walker, Alfred 
"Walker, Peter McEwan, Geo. W. Ogden, Elias Ogden, I. T. Smith and E. 
Hazzard. Although some of those came in the years 1 837-'38. These men 
nevertheless were the first settlers, the pioneers of this settlement. At that 
time the now city of JanesviUe was only occupied by two cabins. Samuel 
St. John occupied one, and the other was occupied by H. F. Janes from 
whom that town took or derived its name. Their place of market was Chi- 
cago. Even Milwaukee was of but humble pretensions, and none only 
those who have tried its realities, can appreciate the pleasures of packmg 
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provisions even in scanty supplies from the frontier settlements, fqr an hun- 
dred miles back into a wilderness country, there to gladden the hearts of 
friends who had frequently felt conscious of other demands of human nature 
than beautiful country and a clear shy, and before the country itself could 
support human life, trees had to be felled, cabins reared, and the soil had to 
be " broken" and prepared, and crops sown ; and even then the laborer had 
to await the harvest. Many were the days of toil and anxiety attended 
with deprivations of every kind tending to ease and comfort, that the first 
settlei-s endured, and they were only rendered tolerahle,\>j smiling Hope as 
she whispered of comfortable homes and plenty in future. And indeed at 
this day they have all been realized; The pereon who can claim the honor 
of having done the first " breaking" (plowing) in this town, is Stephen D. 
Butz. He, with his sister, constituted the second family in this town. This 
" breaking" was done in 1836, on section 28. Peter McEwan made the 
first rail fence in this town, but to the Messrs. Walkers can be ascribed the 
honor of enclosing the fii'st field, raising the first crop of wheat and potatoes. 
The wheat was from 2 bushels sowing. The first potatoes were bought by 
A. T. Walker, from an old miner on Sugar River, and " packed" home on 
horseback. While on his way home he was offered $5 for, his bushel, by Mr. 
Janes, of Janesville; but money was no object in comparison to the much 
coveted potatoes. 

I think in the year 1838, the few settlers were favored with that valua- 
ble acquisition to all neighborhoods, a blacksmith. Onin Sprague, during 
that year established a blacksmith shop on Prairie du Lac, near where Mr. 
Fraser's warehouse now stands. He, being a man of ingenuity and mechanical 
skill, was just such a man as the times required. He could mend a plow or 
make one ; or do any other work in his line which was required by the far- 
mer. He made many plows, and made them so faultless that he acquired 
the reputation of being the only man in this section who could make a "break- 
ing plow'' that would " run to a charm." And without giving him any- 
thing more than his due, I can say from personal knowledge, that he fair- 
ly and faithfully won <Aa< reputation. About the year 1839, quite a num- 
ber of families came into this town from Alleghany county, N. Y. Among 
them was Joseph Goodrich, H. B. Crandall, James Pierce and Ebenezer 
Phelps. And as Joseph Goodrich has been, and is quite a prominent man 
in town, it may not be out of place to give a few thoughts to him ptrsonally. 
He is a man of a bold, energetic character, free and benevolent when occa- 
sion demands assistance, and actuated by a high senseof moral integrity and 
rectitude. Yet he understands about as well how to turn his pennies, to win, 
as any other man. 
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He came to this part, with the iirst stock of goods that ever graced this 
town, although it was not such a stock as the glaring hand-bills of the pres- 
ent day exhibit, yet, it met the wants of the few settlers who then lived 
here. He also kept the fii'st public House or tavern, and many can testify 
of his generous hospitality to the poor emigrant as he tendered to them his 
" substance" free of charge. He is a man of great eccentricity, and for many 
years clMmed the euphonious title of " mule man" ; in consequence of his 
great partiality to the use of mules for farming purposes in opposition to 
horses. But as this novelty wore away, he commenced the construction of 
" gravel buildings" ; the success of which experiment can now be seen in 
this tovra, by what is now known as the " GraVel Block" ; also by a number 
of other buildings in and around the village of Milton. For this reason he 
acquired the still more novel cognomen of " Oravel Man" ; (perhaps it 
would be improper to attribute these different titles to the fact of any such 
personal qualifications^ 

And as he is noted for his pubho spirit; when Rail Roads began to claim 
the attention of the public in this vicinity, he at once entered into the sub- 
ject with energy ; and has since worked in that cause with a hearty good 
will. And to-day he would claim no higher title than " Railroad Man" — 
Whether this is the ultimatum of this chain of " odd titles," the future only 
can reveal. And in conclusion I will say, that almost the entire success of 
the present village of Milton can be attributed to his efforts and liberality. 

This township was not organized until the year 1842, when with many 
other towns it organized under an act of our territorial Legislature. At that 
time, this township and the now town of Lima were both united under the 
name of Milton. Lima was organized separately as a town in 1845. 

A post office was established in this town in 1839, and Joseph Goodrich 
was the first post master. 

As early as 1838, the settlers without regard to sectarianism, united and 
supported religioiis meetings. They gave to their minister such of their sub- 
stance as they could spare, and their subscriptions for the support of minis- 
terial labors were duly paid in " labor, produce, (wheat, com and oats then be- 
ing an acceded legal tender) and cash" ; the last of which articles, so scanty, 
that when it touched the palm of the extended hand of the official, it felt 
truly spiritual. 

But at the present time, with the increase of population and wealth, we 
are blessed with the salutary influence of 3 organized churches, eaoh hav- 
ing a separate edifice for their devotions. The " Seventh-day-baptist" church 
(a sect who observe the seventh instead of the first day of the week as the 
Sabbath) numbers 180 members. The Presbyterian church, numbera about 
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36 members f and the Methodist numbers about the same as the Presby- 
terian. 

An Academy was established in this village in the year 1844, by Jos. 
Gioodrich, its founder and patron, and commenced its work of educating the 
youth, under the care and guidance of Rev. Betheal C. Church, a man of 
most exemplary character, and a truly efficient teacher. This institution, 
though of but humble pretensions, was in fact a great accession and benefit 
to this town. In the year 1848, it was chartered under the name of Du 
Lac Academy^ by which name it was known until the year 1854 ; the char- 
ter was then renewed under the name of " The Milton Academy," by which 
name it is now known. A large, spacious and substantial building was 
erected in the year 1855 ; and it is now in a flourishing condition, and un- 
der the guidance of Prof. A. C. Spicer. It can with safety be said, to be sec- 
07idto none in the State. 

This town now numbers between 1,300 and 1,400 inhabitants, of which 
between 300 and 400 reside in the so-called village of Milton. We are now 
.benefited by the " Milwaukee & Mississippi railroad," and also this village 
being the junction of the " Janesville branch," alias Southern Wis. railroad, 
with the above mentioned railroad. The benefits of a speedy market, and 
ready communication with the East and South, are apparent. Property has 
increased rapidly in value ; money more plenty, and consequently business 
is brisk; and every branch of industry is on the progressive principle. 

This town has ever been noted for its health, and even its morals have 
not been overlooked. Its fii-st settlers having a tincture of the blood of our 
Pilgrim Fathers coursing in their veins, have studiously and piously en- 
deavored to keep those hot-beds of sin and iniquity — grog-shops — out of this 
town. And until the present they have succeeded; and yet they feel like 
waging war upon the infernal traffic, until not even a solitary jug shall be 
seen to wend its way to Janesville, there to be filled with the genuine K G., 
and then return to its bloated-visaged devotee, and through him render an 
innocent family miserable and unhappy. 

Politically, this town has heretofore seen many hard-fought battles be- 
tween the Whig and Democratic parties, which have been quite equally bal- 
anced. But at present, Milton can tell a tale, which though it causes " pet- 
ty tyrants " to jeer, yet its moral, causes them to quake with apprehensions 
of danger. 

And now in conclusion, considering the steady advancement of this town 
in wealth and general prosperity, and its success in those few years it has 
been settled, what may we not expect when another eighteen years shall 
have rolled away ? Her now many broad acres of uncultivated soil, rich and 
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fertile by nature, then yielding their abundance ;■ her many orchards, bending^ 
under the delicious fruits of this climate; her statalj farm-houses, sending 
forth the hum of happy families, supplied with every comfort and luxury ; 
capacious barns and granaries, filled with the fruits of honest toil; herds of 
fine cattle, and fleet horses, whoso glossy coats bespeak no drouths or fast- 
ings; contented porkers, snoring in happy concert over their abundant sup- 
ply of golden meal; and even voracious Shanghais, standing in moody si- 
lence, that their capacious crops can hold no more ; while the industrious 
farmer, even then, with well-filled purse, can count them aJl mine. And the 
busy mechanics, actively beating time to the tune of three dollars per day, 
making our village ring with the chimos of hammer, saw, maWet and plane, 
while the machine shops are daily changing the rough ore into useful tools 
and machinery, and the log is metamorphosed into houses, furniture &c., 
and finally everything bespeaking the blessings of God, and the powers of 
Man. A. W. BALDWIN, 



TOWN OFFICERS IN MILTON FOR 1854i 

Supervisors— ^Daniel Babcock, Chairman; Allen Holmes, Joel Wood; 
Henry Colman, Town Clerk; Joel Wood and James McCuin, Assessors; 
M. T. Walker, Phillip Marquart, James Pierce and Abel D. Bond, Justices of 
the Peace. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1855. 

Supervisors — Allen Holmes, Chairman; Phillip Marquart, S. D. Butts; 
A. W. Baldwin, Town Clerk; Silas W. Crandall, Treasurer; Milo Smith and 
Alfred Walker, Assessoi-s ; H. G. Greenman, Asa Weaver, Phillip Marquart 
and James Pierce, Justices of the Peace, 
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NAMES 01" SOME OF THE LARQEST FARMERS IN THE TOWN OF MILTON, 
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Joseph Goodrich, 100 

Peter McE wan, 120 

James Stockman, 140 

James Craig, 120 

Isaac T. Smith, 130 

N. MaxsoD, 100 

J. E. Culver, 100 

John Alexander, 192 

Stephen D. Butts, 160 : 

H. B. Crandall, 100 

John Livingston, 120 

M. T. Walker, 100 

Alfred Walker, 100 

Ezra Hazzard, 108 

Levi H. Bond, 120 

D. T. Hudson, 120 

Jeremiah Dennett^ 100 

Wm. Paul, 80 

G. T. Mackey, 100 

Joel Wood, 130 

James Howe, 75 

J. Bunnell, 100 

George W. OgdeB> 32 

Luke Holmes, 20 

Wm. S. McNitt, 80 

Wm. McEwan, 44 

Volney Wood, 10 

Wm. T. Morgan, 67 

Robert F. Eraser, 50 

Henry Green, 40 
Hezckiah Watermany 84 

Wid. Jane Vincent, 95 

James Sowle, SO 

George Waterman, 40 

Christopher Vincent) 60 

James L. Quirk 70 

Cyrus Yeomans, 65 

Lewis Reynolds, 35 

0. M. Crandallj Vo 

8. S. Green, 60 

Thomas Hall, 60 
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Wm. L. N. CrandaU, 
Amos S. Crandal], 
D,D. Sowie, 

Isaac T, Smith raised 50 bush, apples and 100 tons of hay; J. E. Culver 
raised 10 bush, apples and 6 bush, plums; George W. Ogden raised 40 bush, 
apples; Luke Holmes raised 130 bush, apples and 100 tons hay; Henry 
Green made 2300 lbs, cheese and 300 lbs. butter, also raised 30 bush, apples. 



MAGNOLIA, 

Is about fifteen miles west from JanesviUe, The face of the oountry most- 
ly undulating, bur oak openings, with a mixture of some prairie ; making 
many very desirable farms. It is well watered by springs of the purest qual- 
ity ; here is also a fine creek and considerable first quahty marsh, inexhaust- 
ible iu richness, producing heavy crops of gi'ass. The soil is a sandy loam, 
on a sub-soil of clay, producing abundant crops. This town is somewhat 
noted for its grass seed, which it produces in considerable quantities, and is 
shipped east. Here are some of the best stock farms in the State. The 
settlers were mostly from New York foi-rnerly. It has a good water power 
— six feet head; and one grist mill and one saw mill. 

There are at present in this town, 139 farms. 

The Beloit & Madison railroad passes through this town, with a depot 
three-fourths of a mile east of the village. 

The first settlement made here, was in 1840, 

The first settlers were John N. Palmer, Joseph Prentice, Andrew Cotter, 
Washington Adams, Wendall Fockler, Abram Fox, Jonathan Cook, Ed- 
mund Basy, Ambrose Moore, George McKenzie, Widow Hines and her son 
Wm. L. Hines, and, Sanford P. Hammond. 

It has one tavern, a very good house, kept by A. U. Thomas, Esq. ; oa& 
store ; four mechanic shops, 

The population in 1850, was 630; in. 1855, 989. It has nine school dis-. 
tricts, and seven good stone and-frame school houses; 446 scholara, and re- 
ceives the present year from the State School Fund, $296, 
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CHURCHES. 

One CoBgregational church, Rev. J. J, Jameson, pastor; one Free- Will 
Baptist church, organized in this town and Spring Valleys Rev. James E. 
Pope, preacher. The Methodists also have meetings here ; Elders Butler 
and Webster, preachers. The UniversaUsts have regular meetings ; Rev. 
G. W. Lavfrence, preacher. 

The Congregationalists only have a church edifice ; in the building of 
which, they were assisted by the Baptists, Methodists and Universalists, It 
was constructed in 1854. 

One Post oflBee. One Physician, Charles Wilson. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1854. 

Supervisor* — Joseph Doohttle, Chairman ; A. U. Thomas, James A. Rob- 
son. Joshua Dunbar, Town Clerk. Andrew Cotter, Ambrose Spenser, 
Frederic Barrett, Assessors. James Jones, Treasurer; Arba Townsend, Su- 
perintendent. John Howe, N. B. Howard, Seth J. Cain and George Patch-, 
en, Justices of the Peace. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1865, 

Supervisors — Joseph Doohttle, Chairman; N. B..Howard, James A. Rob- 
son. Joshua Dunbar, Town Clerk ; C. N, Moon, Treasurer; Arba Towns- 
end, Superintendenti N. B. Howard, Geo, Patchen, John S. Niles, Justices, 
of the Peace. 

N. B. Howard, Esq., member of the Assembly from his district, in 1 854, 
resides in this town. Col. Ezra Miller, also a member of the Senate fronoi 
the I7th district, for the years 1853 and 1854, resides in this town, and has 
a very fine, well regulated farm. 

Sanford P. Hammond, Esq., a delegate to the first State Convention 
to form a Constitution, was then and still is a citizen of this town. 
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THE FOIXOWINO ABE AMONG THE FIRST FARMERS IN MAGNOLIA. 
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N. B. Howard, 
James A. Robson, 
Wm. P. Hammond, 
A. K. Barrett, 
Jopthati Laitcn, 
T. M. Lockwood, 
James M. Smith, 
Wm. Huyke, 
Col. Ezra Miller, 
Charles S. Dunbar, 
Hiram Barr, 
Edmirad Barge, 
Frederic Barrett, 
Seth J. Cain, 
Joshua Dunbar, 
John Andrew, 
T. T. Ash, 
Thomas Conat, 
Joseph Doolittle, 
James F. Jones, 
George Patchen, 
John N. Palmer, 

N. B. Howard raised 110 bush, grass seed; James 
A. K. Barrett, lOO bush.; Col. Ezra Miller, 280 bush, 
20 bush. 

Col. Ezra Miller also raised 200 tons hay. 
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A. Robson, 85 bush. ; 
., and Joshoa Dunbar, 



NEWARK. 

This town adjoins Beloit, and is town one north, of range 11 cast, and 
thirteen miles southwest from JanesvUle. It was organized in the spring of 
1846. The population in 1850 was 798; now, 1855, 1,117. It has nine 
school districts and seven school houses. The present number of scholai-s is 
415, and receives the present year from the State School fund, $314 75. — 
Newark Post Office is in this town. 
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The following commuiiication from F. Curtice, Esq., of Newark, gives a 
brief, but very good sketeb of the early history and present state of the 
town: 

Dear Sir: — Yours of the 1st of Januar}-, requesting the early history,' 
&c., of this town, was received; but-not havinghad an opportunity, I have 
aeglected to attend to it, and consider myself now wholly unqualified to- 
furnish such an article as you desire. , But if the following statement, or any 
part of it, will be of any service to you, it is at your disposal. 

In the; year 1842, Mrs. Gunale, a Norwegian widow lady, made the first 
location- made in this town. To her belongs the honor of having erected 
the fii-st log cabin in the town of Newark. , In the year 1843, she was fol- 
lowed by several of her countrymen, whose names I have not been able to 
ascertain." In the year 1844, Nathaniel Strong, , J. B. Smyth, John Ste- 
phens, Peter Me Vain, A. Gr^ Fblt, P. P. Chase, and others, made purchases, 
and erected houses, all of whom are among the most prominent citizens at 
this. present time. Since the year 1844 the town has increased steadily in 
population until it numbers at the present timo about 1,100 inhabitants. 

Three religious societies have at different times been organized within the 
limits of this town. :A,Ba,ptist organization in -184 9; a Congregational in 
1845, and a Lutheran in 1844. The last mentioned, have a, ve?y ijespectable 
_.house of worship, and regular preaching. This society includes the Norwe- 
gian population, which constitute about one fourth of the whole population, 
of '.the town. , ; '■ . ■ . 

The town of Newark Was organized. and elected her first set of "ofBCers on 
the- 1st of April, in the year 1846. Prior to that time, I believe it had 
been included in the town of Beloit. Wo have a good- supply of good me- 
chanics in lOur town, but no professional men whatever. 

No mills or manufswturing establishments of any kind ; the entire pop- 
ulation being engaged in agricultural pureuits, the profits of which are per- 
fectly satisfactory at present 

The soil is what is Usually termed a sandy loam. The principal and the 
only stream of any iconsequence is Coon creek, running nearly through the 
center of the tx)wn, on which is a superior water power — fonnerly used to 
run a distillery, but now unoccupied, the distillery having been burned some 
three- years since-^-the property of Goodhue & Co. The town is, however, 
well watered by numerous springs and smaller streams. 

About four-fifths of the surface is what is tei-med bur oak openings. The 
balance consists of about equal portions of prairie and marsh, including n 



U4 

small portion of what is usually called Gould Smith prairie, in the southwest 
bomer; also a small neck of Rock prairie, in the northeast. Surface of the 
town is very slightly undulating"."- I think about one-fourth, or nearly, is 
at present under cultivation — cultivated in small parcels — no person cultiva- 
ting over one hundred and fifty acres, and only two or three over eighty. — 
The majority of settlers coming here with very limited means, or none at all, 
were not able to purchase very large tracts of land. Principal articles pro- 
duced are wheat and com, the former of very superior quality.. Most farm- 
era have planted fruit trees and are beginning to produce some fruit, &c. (fee.. 
The following is a list of officers, elected in Newai'k> for the years 1854 
and 1855, 

TOWN OFFICERS FOB 1854. 

Supervisors — E. L. Carpenter, Chairman; Jerry Felt, H. P. Teagiie.^-^ 
Clerk — FraiJc Curtice. Treasurer^^H. G. Morgan. Superintendent-^A- 
Gt. Felt. Justices — E. L. Carpenter, Peter McVain. Assessor — Zcbulon 
Sargeant, 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1855. 

Supervisors — Nathaniel Warren, Chairman ; P. P. Chas©^ S. P. Gage. — 
Clerk — Frank Curtice, Treasurer — H. G. Morgan. Superintendent — A. 
G. Felf. Justicos-:-Weston Miller, Christian Haroldson. Assessor — Wes- 
ton- Miller. 

Youre, &c., F. CURTICE. 

Col. O. Guernsey, 

Cowesponding Secretary, dc. 

P. S. — The above is all that occurs to my mind at this time. There ar» 
older settleis in this town, better qualified to furnish you with what you 
want I know pf no incidents in the history of the town very peculiar or 
Interesting, F. C^ 
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NAMS8 0» A FEW OF THE LARGEST FARMERS IN THE TOWN OP NEWARK, 
WITH THE AMOUNT OF CROPS AND STOCK RAISED BY EACH. 
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Peter McVaiB, 130 '^OO llOOf 800 125 200 8 38 60 12 

Samuel Birge, 120 621 1600 800 100 6 27 18 

John Nekon, 140 100 1600 .550 100 400 2 8 1 

Elijah Fisher, lOO 625 1000 15Q 300 2 18 13 14 

S. C. Grant, 150 850 1400 670 200 2 28 ,8 

N. Strong, 80 150 700 200 130 50 3 24 10 8 

P. P. Chase, 80 505 700 257 100 4 18 20 

G. W. Lambert, 80 380 630 400 250 6 22 21 11 

Wm. Deeshammar, 80 525 1200 270 150 4 20 10 41 

Abram Shoemaker, 80 636 800 400 22 250 2 12 6 18 

Henck Bartlett, 60 350 800 440 200 2 25 8 

G. W. Merrill, 44 250 800 300 60 4 7 7 

Lewis YouDgi 44 320 1000 150 200 3 22 14 13 

Wm. Polly, 65 500 350 600 100 2 21 14 

Weston Miller, 60 180 500 700 150 38 16 11 

Philip Mead, 40 100 1000 250 60 3 14 14 

Martin Johnsou, 30 250 800 140 20 20 2 8 12 

John Stevens, 60 100 650 600 300 3 27 7 13 

J. B. Smith, 60 375 500 200 150 6 19 8 

A, G, Felt, 60 260 640 160 120 4 10 10 

Hiram Brown, 40 240 800 190 26 2 

Peter Kethline, 62 268 350 240 100 2 16 28 

Wm. Moore, 67 600 400 200 30 2 7 12 

Samuel Morrison, 60 260 600 250 76 1 5 7 

Cyrus Curtice, 60 200 200 176 50 2 4 9 

John Nelson raised 20 acres timothy grass ; S. C. Grant, 26 acres; Henck 
Bartlett, 8 acres; G. W. Merrill, 10 acres, and Cyrus Curtice 18 acres. Pfr» 
ter McVain raised 30 bush, buckwheat, 

No, of farms in 1855—178, 



POKTER 

Was at first included in the organization at, and constituted a part of 
Union. In 1846-^by Legislative ^t it ws»s orgsnijsed into a separate towu 
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corporation by llie name of Oak. By that organic act Cookville, the only 
village in the Township, was reserved and still continued a part of Union. — ' 
This was unsatisfactory k) the people of the town, who considered that they 
were unjustly treated in having their township dismembered. The repre- 
sentative from that Assembly District, who resided in Union, was .accused 
of being mainly instrumental in, that matter. They however organized, and 
the next Legislature amended the act, granting them the whole township, 
and changed the name to Porter, in honor of one of the principal land pro' 
prietors in the town — Dr. John Porter. This town is North-west from Janes- 
vijle about twelve miles. 

The first Settlers were Joshua Webb, Wm. Webb, John Rhinchart, John 
Winston, Joseph. Osborn, Robinson B'ent, Charles Stokes, Solomon Griggs, 
John R. Bpyce, John Cook, and Daniel. Cooki 

The smface of this- town is about equally divided between prairie and the 
finest kind of oak openings — Catfish Prairie is the principal prairie — Cat- 
fish River, the outlet of the Pour Lakes passes through this town — 'onw hich 
are some good water-powers. Harrison Stebbins, Esq., has recently pur'- 
chased a very fine water-power on this stream, which he is making an-ange^ 
ments to improve next season. The Messrs. Sayre also have a sawmill oii 
this river. 

Han'ison Stebbins, Esq., who represented his Assembly District in the 
Legislature a few yeare since, resides in this town, and has one of the most 
desirable, situations in the county. 

COOKVILLE, or WAUCOMA. : 

Cookville,; (Wiaucoma Village,) is situated on the Badfish— a small streani 
which passes thi'oijgli this town, afibrding thxee good watep-powers, on© e.-^* 
pecially at Cookville, which is improved. Here is a sawmill and gi-istmill 
owned by Mr. Longbonie — ^built by Messrs. Chambers ^ Lovejoy. This 
village is very pleasantly located on the edge of a broad and gei>tly slopino- 
prairie. 

Waucoma Academy is located at this place, and is a flourishing Institu- 
tion, although it has but recently gone into operation. 

Here is a Congregational Society^-but no church — ^but a very fine stone 
school house in which they hold religious meetings. 

Physicians— Dr. W. W. Blackman. 

Minister — Rev. Francis Lawson — Congregational. 

One Tavern, three Stores, one Sash and Door Factory, one Wagon Shop, 
one Harness Shop, two Shoe Shops, one Blacksmith Shop, one Tailor Shop, 
one Cabinet Shop, one Post Office-^John B. Collins, Post Master. The 
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early settlers were Jolm Shepherd, John Cook, John Curtis, - Daniel Cook, 
and J. D. Chambers. 

There is a Catholic Church in this town, and a large settlement of for- 
eigners who woi-ship there. 

The Methodists also have regular meetings at several places, and quite a 
large number of members. 

Thepopulationinl8£0 was 881, in 195S, 1165. It has 10 school dis- 
tricts, 8 school bouses and 452 scholare. This town receives this year 
$^359 school money from State Fund, 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1854. 

Supervisors — ^John Winston, Chairman ; Horace Fessend«n, Thomas Van 
Patten ; Harrison Stebbins, Town Clerk ; John R. Boyce, Treasurer ; Ed- 
ward GiUey, Assessor; W. W. Blackman, Superintendent ; Benjamin Hoxie 
and John R. Boyoe, Justices of the Peace. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1855. 

Supervisors — Harrison Stebbins, Chairman ; Elliot Barnard, Rodman Ide ; 
J. E. P. Porter, Town Clerk ; Horace Fessenden, Treasurer ; Jason B. Mil- 
ler, Superintendent ; John Stevens, Assessor ; John W. Fisher and Benja- 
min Hoxie, Justices of the Peace, 
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THB POLLOWINQ ARE AiiONO THB LARGEST FARMERS Of PORTER. 



NAMES. 



in 
eg 



i" i 



I I 






Daniel Lovejoy, 
Horaee Fessenden, 
Samuel Pound, 
Jerome Vaughan, 
Harrison Stebbins, 
John Winston, 
Samuel Raymond, 
John White, 
Earle Woodbuty, 
Levi Sanires^ 

C. Vaughan, 

D. F. Sayro, 
S. L. Miller, 
Robert Mervin> 
J. P. Miller, 
Wm. Duxbury, 
Ezra N. Mann, 
Wm. Webb, 
Zenas Gibbs, 
Thomas Stevens, 
J. Pound, 
Roger shepherd, 
Rodman Ide, 
John Scofield, 

E. D. Baraard, 
W. W. Blackman, ■ 
J. D. Seaver, 
Dennis McCarthy, 
Stephen Allen, 
Joseph K. P. Porter, 

N* of farms in 1855,182. 
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PLYMOUTH, 

Is town 2 North of range 11 East; about 11 miles South-west from Janes' 
ville, and is well and truly described by the following communication from 
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S. F. Chipnran, Sisq., one of the earliest and most estimable citizens of the 
"town : 

Dear Sir :: — The town of Plymotith was first settled in the Spring of 
'41. David Dou^ass, Stephen C. Douglass, and Samuel Colby arrived with 
their families from Michigan on the 3 1st day of May, and pitched their tent 
near the centei"of section 2, on the bank of a branch of Bass Creek. 

They mad(i use of, their tent and covered wagons, of which they had three, 
for a habitatioij, until they were enabled to build a house for the elder Doug- 
lass, which was but partially roofed when they removed into it with all of their 
oflFects. It was destitute of doors, windows and chinking. On my arrival 
on the eighth day" of July, {(Movrmg, I found them as above stated, and 
though the population was rather dense, room was made; and we domiciled 
with them. Our nearest neighbors east, were Jasper P. Sears, Esq., on 
Rock Kiver, and Judge Hdmes and family, wHo lived on the farm now owned 
by David Noggle, Esq. We^t was John Crall, Abraham Fox, John D. 
Holmes, ' Alanson Clawson, Wendel Fockler and George W. Adams, and 
old Mr. Adams his father, and their families, some nine miles distant. Souths 
I believe it was eleven miles to a settler, and north, seven miles to Lem- ' 
uel Warren, Esq. Over this area of country embracing some six or eight 
townships the beast's of the forest, the wild-cat and wolf, held undisputed 
sway. I speak of them because the saucy rascals have more than once 
taken my fat pigs from my door,and were unwilling to give them up even, when 
followed up in hot pursuit. The first civil office in the town of Center, (or 
that part of old Center now called Plymouth, for in those days we had no 
town government) was held by appointment from the Governor and Coun- 
cil in winter of 1841-'2 ; the incumbent was the writer. The winter of 1842- 
''43 was extremely severe. The first snow fell on the night of the eighth of 
November, and continued until the 7th of April, a period of five months with 
uninterrupted good sleighingi Much of the time was severely cold, with 
strong winds and drifting snow ; which continued to increase until it had at- 
tained to a depth of nearly two feet. Koiid tracks across the prairies would 
catch the drifting snow until they attained to an elevation of two to four feet, 
which veiy much endangered the safety of meeting teams, as in turning out, 
the horse that stepped from the path would often sink and plunge so deep, 
that the mate would fall on to, or over him and both be floundering for life 
in the deep snow, with more or less icy crusts to cut and maim them. Free- 
port lay some forty miles South-west of us, to which place we used to go to 
get our corn and oats to feed, plant and sow. In a snow storm it was rath- 
er a hazardous route to travel. I may as well speak here of one of the many 
little incidents of that winter. 



122 

^ipon them as the petitioning party to find the name, Ihey presented the name 
of Plymouth, and her prayer was granted accordingly. 

So that it will be seen that the pioneers of Plymouth are the old pioneers 
of Center. The first town meeting of Plymouth was held on the twenty- 
eighth day of August, 1848. The names of those elected to hold the offices 
of the town, at that election were as follows : 

Supervisors. — Caleb Inman, Ch'n., George Ayres, Samuel Smiley, Ki^ 
ron W. Bemis, Town Clerk. Daniel Bemis, Treasurer. Caleb Coriell, 
James Whitehead, Samuel F. Chipman, Justices. Harrison C. Inman, Hen- 
ry Waterhouse, David Douglass, Assessors. Luke Coriell, Collector. Ghas. 
F. Cook, Ole GuleksoB, Jacob Fisher, Com. of Highways. Kiron W. Bemis, 
Archibald Smiley, David P. Douglass, Com. Com. Schools. Alfonzo C 
Stuart, Luke Coriell, Elisha C. Taylor, Constables. David Douglass,, distv 
No. 1 ; Joseph Hohenshelt, dist. No. 2 ; Neals Auckson, dist. No. 3, Over- 
seers of Highways. John Pence, Sealer of Weights and Measures. 
, The town at that meeting polled 71 votes. 

The names of the present ofiicers of the town of Plymouth are respective^ 
iy as follows, to wit : 

Supervisors. — Kiron W. Bemis, Ch*n ; Ebenezer Hathorn, Nathan Thomp 
son. Charles F. Cook, Town Clerk. F. H. Crisman, Treasurer. Julius 
Gilbert, Superintendent. Harrison C. Inman, Julius Gilbert, K. J. Fleischer, 
Charles F. Cook, Justices. Samuel F. Chipman, Assessor. 

Plymouth at the last annual town meeting, polled one hundred and fifteen 
votes, the largest ever polled in the town, as will be seen by reference to 
its poll books. At the general election in 1850, it polled 107 votes; in 
1852, it polled 110; in 1853, it polled 71; in 1854, it polled 78; and 
in 1855, ic polled 74 votes. This town is now capable of polling two 
hundred and fifty votes. 

Li the brief space of thirteen years, what a change has come over the 
country. That portion of the county that cotnprised the town of Center, is 
now divided off into three or four towns, each numbering its hundreds of in^ 
habitants, and some of them their hundreds of voters. Five or six villages 
and one-half of the city of Janesville, numbering its thousands, have sprung 
up within its borders. And its entire area is inhabited by as intelligent, in- 
dustrious and enterprising and prosperous community as can be found any 
where in the west. They are all on the high road to wealth. Perhaps there 
is no other portion of Eook county equal in extent, combining so many ad' 
vantages for growing gi-ain and stock, and for carrying on all other branches 
of husbandry peculiar to the west, as that portion which constituted the 
town of Center as it was first oi^anized. 
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The town of Plymouth is well adapted to the raising of wheat. It haa 
a very suitable share of rich and rolling prairi&, is well supplied with fine 
gi-oves of timber, and as well watered perhaps with durable streams and 
beautiful springs as any town in the county, while its extensive meadows 
yield an inexhaustible supply of the best of native grass for stock. 

It has two Railroads passing through it, crossing each other at a point 
on Bass creek, called Bass Creek, nearly in its geographical center, on sec- 
tion fourteen, where there is a water power capable of driving two run 
of stone. A grist mill is already erected, and is expected to be doing busi^ 
negs early in the coming season^ It is expected a large business will be 
done here as soon as the two roads are completed and in active operation, 
as each will build a depot at this point. They are not to run on each other's 
track; consequently more or less re-shipping will be done here. 

Plymouth contains three villages, Bass Creek, Footville and Bornitz. — 
They are all yet in their infancy. Bass Creek, at the junction mentioned 
above, is situated on Bass creek. The site for the village, which is now laid 
off into lots, five to the acre, is owned by John L> V. Thomas, Esq., the 
present incumbent of the office of Clerk of Board of Supervisors for Rock 
county. There are now some ten faiuilies in the village of Bass Creek, with 
a fan: prospect of a speedy and rapid increase, as the Milwaukee & Missis- 
sippi railroad is to be completed to that point early in the coming season. 

Footville is a th^^g place, situated upon a beautiful slope of land in the 
valley of, and near, Bass creek. It is the present terminus of the Beloit & 
Madison railroad. It contains some 40 families. It has two stores, two gro- 
ceries,, two taverns, a post pflSce, one blacksmith shop, one shoemaker's 
shop, one Odd Fellows' hall and one meeting house. A steam saw miU is 
about being built there by one of the old and enterprising settlers, Juli- 
us Gilbert, Esq. There are many large and commodious dwelling houses in 
the place. It has every appearance of enterprise and thrift. Bornits is a 
village lying on the south line of the town, in section thirty-three. It is 
settled by some very gentlemanly citizens from Norway. It comprises a few 
commodious stone dwellings, a printing office with a power press, a parson- 
age, &C. <fec. It lies in the heart of a splendid farming country on section 
thirty-three. Here rich and beautifully undulating prairies and abundant 
groves are marked with innumerable perennial springs, whoso waters form 
beautiful rivulets that discharge themselves into Coon Creek, one of the 
tributaries of Sugar River. 

Plymouth has perhaps as little waste land as any town in the State.— 
Every acre — the poorest Of its surface — has long since been sold at one dol- 
lar and twenty-five cents per acre. Its most extensive marshes that are 
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rather low and wet, are, and are to be, drained by the excavation incident 
, to the building of railroads tliat pass over iliem. 

Unfortunately, however, for its inhabitants, quite a lai^e tract of its sur- 
face is in the hands of Wall Street speculators, who refuse to sell. It em^ 
braces, I think, some five to seven sections of the very best portion of the 
toTivn. 

I have yet to learn that there ever has been the first acre of arable land 
brought into a state of cultivation in the town of Plymouth, that has not, 
by thorough cultivation, proved itself to be very productive. And in short, 
when its resources shall be fully developed, it will be fiiUy entitled to the ap' 
pellation of town No. 1, in Rock county. 

Respectfully yours, &c., SAMUEL F. CHIPMAN. 

Ormn Guernsey, Esq., 

Corresponding Secretary, de. 

POPULATION. 

The population in 1 850 was 511 ;now, in 1855, it is953. 

It has 8 school distribts, 6 school houses and 363 scholars over 4 and un- 
der 20 years of age, and receives $207,69 from the State School Fund 
the present year. 

NUHTBER OF FARMS. ) 

This town has 109 Farms. 

A NORWEGIAN PAPER, 

The JSmigranten, a Norv^egian Newspaper,, is published in this town at a 
Norwegian village, called Boroits. 
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iJAMBS 'OF A FEW OF THE LARGEST FARMERS IN THE TOWN OF PLYMOUTH. 
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NAMES; 



Samuel Smiley-, 
Caleb Imna,n, 
J. Fisher, 
A. Smiley, 
James Whitehead, 
•J. G. Scofield, 
A. C. Douglas, 
S. F. Chipman, 
Daniel Bemis, 
John Arnold, 

Smiley, 

H. C. Inman, 
A. Spoon, 
•Joel Barlow, 
A.'Coddingtoo, 
D. P. Douglass, 
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SPRING VALLEY. 



This town contains very little prairie. Its surface is gently undulatiug 
and covered with a scattering growth of large bur oaks, with more or less 
hickory, and altogether a vety good agricultural town, well watered, well 
wooded, a good productive soil with a reasonable portion of good, natural 
meadow for cutting hay, making it altogether a very desirable location for 
a farmer who wishes the conveniences for a farm — rather than to have an ex- 
tensive one. The Southern Wisconsin Railroad will pass through this town, 
and will have a station here. They havein this town one Store, [one Tav- 
ern, kept by Col. E. Clapp and' Dr. S. W. Abbott. A Post Office, 

Post Master. 

The population of ttis town in 1850 was T66 ; in 1856 it was 1,006. It 
has ten School Districts and six School Houses. The number of scholars 
is 361. This town receives the sum of $2T5 from the State School Fund 
the present year. 
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The first settlers in this town were James Kirkpatrick, Erastus C. Smith, 
Robert Taylor, Roderick M. Smith, James Bradshaw, Almerin Sprague, Amos 
Remington, Allen Hurlbnt, S. G. Milk, and Solomon Rose. 

Erastus C. Smith, Esq., and Dr. S, W. Abljott, who have eaeh represent-- 
ed their District in the Legislature, reside in this town. 

Col. Ezekiel Clapp — who did service for his country in the war of 1 81 2 — 
was one of the early settlers in our county, also lives there. 

Physicians — S. W. Abbott and Jeremiah Wilcox. 

Minister-— Dennison Alcott — Baptist. 

Churches — ^A Free Will Baptist — a Primitive Methodist and a Presbyte- 
rian— -have been oj'ganized and each have stated preaching, although neither 
have a churph building. Quite a portion of this town is settled by Norwe- 
gians, who make very good citizens. Many of them are quite large farm- 
ers. They are uniformly Lutherans in their religion. 

TOWN OFFICERS FQE 1854. 

Supervisors— James Kirkpatrick, Chairman ; Amos Remington, Sylves- 
ter Northrop; Roderick M. Smith, Town Clerk; T. M. Purdy, Treasurer; 
William Hudson, Superintendent ; George W. Stetson, Assessor;. Almeriij 
Spragup, S. W. Abbott, John J. Cook, and C. C. Coon, Justices of the 
Peace, 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1855t 

Supervisors— James Kirkpatrick, Chairman; Amos Remington, Sylves- 
ter Northrop; Roderick M. Smith, Town Clerk; T. M. Purdy, Treasurer; 
E. C. Smith, Assessor; Wm. Hudson, Superintendent; S. W. Abbott, John 
J. Cook, C. C. Coon, Almerin Sprague, Justioes of the Peace. 
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THB FOLLOWING ARB AHOHQ THE FIRST FARMICRS IK SFRINO VALLBT. 
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James Eirkpatriok, 
Norman Cole, 
Robert Taylor, 
E. C. Smith, 
H. M. Balis, 
8. W. Abbott, 
Amos Remington, 
Thomas Hplmbolt, 
Benjamin Grover, 
T. M. Purdy, 
Isaac Wright, 
W. F. Clark, 
Jacob Beek, 
Stephen C. Pierce, 
Phillip Workman, 
Elijah Waid, 
Andrew Smith, 
Robert Harper, 
Walter Smith, 
Seth T. Green, 
Willard Bowles, 
Bela Hungerford, 
Number of farms in 
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TURTLE. 

This town is South-east from Janesville and east-T-adjoining Beloit — is 
one of the finest townships in the county, possessing in her own limits a plen- 
ty of wood, timber, limestone, clay for bricks, creeks, water-power, and 
ftQ excellent soil, properly proportioned between timber and openings, all 
well watered. Turtle Creek passes through this town from North-east to 
South-west. There are several very fine water-powers on this stream, two 
or three already improved. Mr. Daniel Bennett has a very good water- 
power on his farnt, near the west line of the town. 

Spring Brook is, also a fine stream, rising in Clinton, passitg through tho 
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town and empties into the Turtle. The Kaeine and Beloit Eailroad passes 
down the valley of this creek. , Egery Creek receives its name from Dan- 
iel B. Egeiy, Esq., from Vermont, who first settled on this creek in 1838 — 
where ho now resides. This creek rises in Milton and runs about South-west 
through a portion of this town into Illinois and thence emptying into Rock 
River. Otter Creek also rises in the east part of Clinton, runs west and 
unites with Egery Creek in Sec. 34. There is a fine water-power on this 
creek, with a fall of 21 feet in a race of 200 rods, owned by D. B. Egery 
& Son. Some very fine quarries a^e found on these streams. Mr. John 
Benedict has a quarry of very fine building stone on his farm, also a lime- 
kiln, in which he manufactures annually about one thousand bushels lime. 
The first settlers in this town were D. B. Egery, Daniel Bennett,- Chancy 
Tuttle, John Lewis, Abel Lewis, Samuel G. Colley, Richard Dole, and John 
Hopkins. 

SHOPIERE. 

Is a beautiful village in this town on Section 3. It is 9 miles 
South-east from Janesville, on Turtle jCreek, which gives.a water-power here 
of 9 feet head and fall, and is'. a very reliable' stream for supply of water. 
Here is a stone flouring mil), 4 stories high, running three pairs of burrs, 
and is completely finished throughout; cost $18,000i and built and owned 
by Hon, L. P. Harv6y and J. H. Randall. This mill grinds SOiOOO btish- 
els of grain annually. A saw mill af this place, also, owned by the same; 
cuts annually'! 50,000 feet of oak lumber ; cdst $'2,000. Turtleville flouring 
mill is one mile below on the same stream. North of this village stretches 
Rock Prairie. South an extensive tract of timbered land, extending 7 
miles. Abundance of excellent lime Stone is found in this vicinity, from 
whict the village' receives its name — a corruption of the French Chaux, 
(Sho,) signifying lime — pierre, signifying stone. Lime is made here of 
very expellerit quality. The Chicago, St. Pauls aud Fond du Lac Railroad 
passes through this place, crossing the Turtle on a fine, substantial bridge 
constructed by Hon. L. P. Harvey. The first settlers of this village were 
Caleb E. Culver, John Hopkins, J. H. Randall, A. W. Allyn, James Cham- 
berlain and John Spencer. At aa early day, while Wis. was in its transi- 
tion state from savage to civilized life, a distillery was established here, but wa.s 
discontinued after a few years, through the exertions and sacrifice of John 
Hopkins, Esq. ; to his credit be it said. 

Churches — A Congregational Church was organized here in 1843 — 
which has recently erected a stone edifice for worship, at an expense of 
$2,00(*. Rev. Mr. Wel'lsj Congregational Minister. The Universalists also 
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have contracted for tbe building of a Church here. Here is one Tavern' 
one Store, one Grocery two Blacksmith Shops, one Wheelwright Shop, two 
Shoemaker's Shops, and one Tailor Shop. 

Physician — Dr. Belding. 

A Post Office was established here in 1850. Andrew Cromwell, pres- 
ent Post Master. 

Hon. L. P. Harvey — State Senator from 18th Senatorial District — resides 
here. Mr. Harvey has served the public in various capacities — Shaving been 
a Delegate from this county to form the present State Constitution — repre- 
sented his district in the Assembly— and one term of two years in the 
Senate — has recently been re-elected to the Senate. He is held in high es- 
teem bj" the people, and was a candidate in the last Legislature for U. S. 
Senator. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOK 1854. 

Supervisors — R F. Murray, Chairman ; Samuel Gardiner, A. W. AUyn ; 
J. H. Rogers, Town Clerk ; H. J. Murray, Superintendent Com. Schools ; Ja- 
cob Dunn, Treasurer; P. M. HinmSn, J. A. Harris, M. P. Cogswell, Justices 
of the Peace. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1855. 

Supervisors — Ellek Bruce, Chairman; L. G. Calkins, E. H. Treat; G. 
W. Backer, Town Clerk; J. W^ Randall, Treasurer; L. P. Harvey, Super- 
intendent Com-. Schools ; Charles Randall, Chancy Tuttle," Justices of the 
Peace. 

Turtle was organizedln '46, previous to which it constituted a part of Beloit. 
The population in 1850 was 1005, in 1855, 1271. It has eleven School 
Districts and 470 scholars over four and under twenty years of age. This 
town has eight School Houses. It receives $367 88 from the State School 
Fund the present year. 

No. of farms, I38i, 

The following communication was received from B. E. Mack Esq., of Tur- 
tle, giving an amusing sketch of the early history of Shopiere : 

Sir : — Having received a hne from you requesting me to write the early 
history of the town of Turtle — although this call from you was quite un- 
expected, yet I will endeavor to give a few historical facts, more particular- 
ly of tbe notthertt part of the town, including Shopiere and Turtleville. The 
first settlers) it setenls, were a colony from Beloit " For up the Turtle," and 
9 
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consisted of William Smith, Horace Bice, and Hudson Case. This was in 
1836, The first Grove on the south side of the Turtle — known as Cross's 
Grove — was by a mutual agreement claimed by Mr. Smith. Mr. Rice 
claimed the next Grove on the north side of the Turtle, now owned by 
Mack and others. Mr. Case claimed the next Grove on the north side of 
the stream now owned by Stark and others. They, as was usual at that 
time, each claimed all the land adjoining their several claims. Soon after 
this settlement was commenced, Mr. Smith had a son born, which was the 
first child born in this section of Rook County. At, or about this time, a 
family from Penn., /ormeWy, by the name of Meeks, claimed where Sho- 
piere now is situated, and built a shanty near where Eacher's store now 
stands. This family, which consisted of Father, Mother, five Sons and five 
Daughters, was rather remarkable for size — the whole number averaging 
about 200 lbs each. They belonged to that class, in the western country, 
that keeps a little ahead of civilization — known as " Borderers," a sort of con- 
necting link between civilization and barbarism. They first stopped in Oliio, 
then moved to Ind., then to 111., and at this time hauled up here in Wis., on 
the Turtle, only to again remove — when "neighbors got within 40 miles of 
them." This class of people can never do too many kindnesses for their fiiends 
nor too many injuries to their enemies. About this time a company was 
formed in Connecticut, and claimed on the north side of the Turtle, oppo- 
site Shopiere, This colony was composed of people of an entirely different 
character and disposition, having brought along with them many of those 
peculiar notions, for which that State is noted. The reader can readily im- 
agine the consequences resulting from the proximity of two such settlements 
and of such contrasting characters. The Meekers soon dubbed the Conn, 
people with two quaint sobriquets— " Pussy " and "Whale," — the former 
from the fact that they brought in a lot of cats and gold to the settlers ; and 
the other from the fact that some of them had been engaged in a whale"- 
fishery, and were great at "spinning yams." Things went on without any 
open rupture until the latter part of the summer of 1837, when both par- 
ties commenced cutting hay on the bottoms on the north side of the stream. 
The yankees proving to be the smartest workers, were like to monopolize 
all the hay, and thus rob old Brindle — the only stuck possessed by the 
Meekevs — of her rights, and subject her to a winter of browsing. This 
was too much for a generous nature to bear, with any degree of equanimity. 
Uncle John, from his cabin door discovered the true state of things, and 
sounded the bugle for a general parade of the colony. They got together 
all the fire-arms about the premises — charged them heavily — and a log, ex- 
tending Irom one corner of their cabin eight or tan feet, served as a resting 
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place for their muskets and rifles — all ready for a discharge upon the offend- 
ing yankees — while he, with stentorian voice, worthy of a general officer, 
ordered them to disperse and leave the hay, or in case they neglected to 
obey, he would discharge a broadside into them; but the yankees, reckless of 
consequences, did not heed the threat ; but continued the work of raking 
and carting off the hay. Matters were now coming to an " awful " crisis. 
It was thought best to hold a council of war at the "' Meeker fort," when it was 
thought best to ditipatch a detachment consisting of the old lady and her 
five daughters to attempt to drive the marauders from the ground, while 
Uncle John and the five sons were to keep possession of the " fort." The 
old Lady, armed with a long-tined' pitch fork, the daughters each with a fish 
speer, actuated by the strongest sympathy for " poor old Brindle," presented 
no mean battle array on the south bank of the Turtle, each one lull ' six 
feet in their shoes. Having arrived at the stream theAeroine thus addreas- 
her daughters: "The infernal yankees are the j)est of our lives. We left 
Penn. for Ohio to get away from them; again we left Ohio for Ind., and 
then to 111., and at last have arrived at this place, and here they are ; and 
now I am determined to make a stand and fight, for I will not go any fur- 
ther." " Go it, mother, we will follow you," was the unanimous response ; 
when, brandishing their weapons, they started to ford the stream. The yan- 
kees, observing the warlike movements on the opposite side, had not been 
idle ; but heroically acting up to the exigency of the circumstances, made 
choice of " Whale " to command the defense. He at once ordered the hay 
wagons to be arranged for a breast-work, and thus addressed his compeers : 
" I sincerely thank you for the honor conferred, in making choice of me for 
your commander — you who in old Connecticut have been brought up to 
clam digging and wooden-nutmeg manufacture-^who came all the way 
from " away down east," to claim the little Territory of Wisconsin — now 
prepare yourselves to defend your rights; to fight the Meekers mtfwtcZuaWy 
and collectively — males and females. If in this fearful contest I should be 
slain, 0, fail not to bear the mournful tidings to my disconsolate widow and 
fatherless children, and assure them that I fell nobly, defending my rights 
and those of my fellow citizens," By this time the assailants had approach- 
ed the breast-works. The old lady ordered her valiant daughters to charge 
upon the company, while she made an individual onset upon the Captain , 
which she did, approaching him with the long-tined fork. The Captain 
drew a pistol and ordered ber to stand — to advance at the peril of her life ; 
but she was well aware of her safety under cover of the guns as the " fort ; " 
— 80, rwthing daunted, she pricked him out from behind the raraparte — he 
continuing to step backwards as she a,dvanced — still threatening to fire if 
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ste advanced " another inch," until ere he was aWare, he backed off the 
bank of a bayou of the stream, with eight feet of water. She, observing 
her advantage, gave him a severe thrust as he went down the bank, when 
he dove and swam beyond the reach of her forki The rest of the compa- 
ny — assailed by the girls-^-stood their ground, courageously defending 
themselves, until they saw their Captain fall ; and supposing^ that he was 
killed,; hastily retreated, and left the field to the undisputed victors. They 
hurrif^d to the settlement to break the sad news to the widow, who, being 
just in the act of fainting, was joyfully relieved by the presence of the 
Capt., all dripping with mud and water. 

The trophies consisted of three rakes, one fork, one pail of rations, : con- 
taining four yankee johnnyeakes, eight cold pota.toes, one jug of w;hisky, 
&c. From the above mentioned battle the place was ever after known as 
Waterloo, until changed: — on the establislynent of a Post OflBce — to the 
present name of Shopiere. 

Sometime in the year IBS'? Blodgett purchased the Meeker claim, and 
soon built a saw mill. The first importation was a distillery. First exports 
from this place, a load of whisky, sent to Janesville, 

About the same time, A. F. Lewis commenced another village, about one 
mile below on the same stream. Built a saw mill and opened a store; the 
first one within the present limits of Turtle. These were ever rival towns, and 
much strife existed between them : Turtleville claiming all the religion and 
morality; — Waterloo possessing all the whisky, drunkenness and swearings 
At a meeting of thirty citizens, to agree upon a name for the town, prepar- 
atory to an act of incorporation j and separate organization from Beloit, 29 
voted for Waterloo* and only one, — B. E. Mack; — voted for the name of 
Turtle. When the matter went to the Legislature it was found that there 
was already one town in the State by that name, (Waterloo,) so it was in- 
corporated by its present name. Such are a few early reminiscences of the 
early times in the history of this town. I am, &c., 

B. E. MACK. 
Obein Gusbnbet, Esq., Corresponding Stc^y. 

Horatio MmTay, Esq. — the member of his Assembly District the pres- 
ent year — ^resides in this town. 
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THE FOLLOWING ARS A. FEW OF THE FRINCPAL FARMERS IN TURTLB, 



S & 



Daniel Bennett, 160 350 400 300 | 150 6 70 125 7 

Chancy Tuttle, 160 1000 600 600 200 8 30 20 

Thomas Crosby, 70 200 2000 500 150 7 30 35 9, 

J. M. Everett, 60 200 1000 400 180 8 14 8 

John Faber, 70 300 1600 250 150 6 15 10 

Daniel B. Egery, 100 220 1200 1000 100 4 18 24 27 

Dwight B. Egery, 120 150 2000 500 50 4 29 140 85 

Horatio Murray, 80 200 1500 700 50 3 24 35 

B.F.Murray, 40 150 2500 300 .200 7 14 31 

Sylvester Murray, 75 300 2000 1000 600 ' 2 16 25 

Henry Smith, ' 50 lOO 2000 400 lOO . 2 14 23 

Elek Bruce, , 150 350 400 1100 , 40 40 4 21 140 26 

John, Hopkins, 75 700 500 300 350 5 12 25 

B. E. Maek, 
J. F. Dockstader, 
A. W. Allyn, 
P. J. Erckenbrack, 
Richard Dole, 
Dr. A. J. Bennett, . 
Johnson Dole, 
M. P. Cogswefl, 

Daniel Bennett raised 130 tons of hay, made 4000 Bos. cheese, sind 600 fts, 
butter; Daniel B. Egery raised 150 bushels apples, and 70 tons hay; 
Dwight B. Kgery raised 70 tons hay; B. F. Murray raised 50 bushels ap- 
ples; Sylvester Murray raised 50 bushels apples; Henry Smith made 400 
lbs. butter, and 400 Sis. cheese; Elek Bruce rMsed 47 tons hay. 

Mr. D. Bennett also sold about $2000 worth of stock during the winter 
of 1855-6. 



UNION, 

Is the most North-western town in the County, and 16 miles North- w«st 
from Janesville. ' The face of country is similar to that of Magnolia, except 
that it has less prairio; and the land generally iiot so rolling. ' The earliest 
settlers were Ira Jones, Stephen Jones, Boyd Phelps, Charles McMilleB, Hi- 
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i-am Griffith, John Sayles, Erastus Quivoy, "Washington Higday, Samuel 
Lenis, Jacob West, John T. Baker, Levi Leonard, Willis T. Bunton. This 
town was organized in 1842, and at that time included what is now Union, 
Porter, and north half each of Center and Magnolia. 

POPULATION. 

The population in 1850 was 1050; in 1855, 1377. 

The number of School Districts is Twelve, and Scholars 598. Amount 
wcived from the State School Fund for the year 1855, $413,00. 

There are two villages in this town, Evansville and Union, which should 
be described sepsrately. 

fiVAUaVILLE, 

Is situated on Allen's Creek, ahd has a very good water powef with a saw- 
mill and grist-mill, owned by Wm. Campbell. The site for the village is 
very beautiful, being on the border of a small prairie and in one of the tinost 
groves adjoining, that can be found in the County. This place received its 
name from Dr. 3. M. Evaas, the first physician whio settled there, and who 
is the present Representative from that Assemby District, having been elect- 
ed by almost a unanimous vote — a very flattering testimonial of tie re- 
gard of his fellow citizen in these exciting political times. Here is a com- 
modious Methodist church, and a very nice Free-will Baptist church, which 
cost $2,500, on which is a very good bell. Nelson Butler, 0. F. Comfort 
and Hiram Griffiths, Methodist preachers. J, W. Lawton, Universalist 
preacher. 

The principal original proprietors of the village, are Henry Spencer, G. H. 
Spencer and Hiram Griffith. 

Merchants .-^ohn Rhinehart, and Howe & West. 

Lawtbb, — David L. Mills, who formerly resided in Fulton, and who was 
one of the delegates from Rock County to form the first State Constitution. 

Physician. — W. M. Quivey. 

Two Blacksmith shops, one Wheelwright shop, one Livery Stable, one 
Tavern, two Stores, one Grocery, one Clothing Stoi«, Evansville Post Office, 
• ■ ' Howe, Postmaster. 

Ira Jones, Esq., a gentleman, held in very high esteem by his fellow cit- 
izens, resided in this town. He represented his district in Assembly of tha 
Legislature a few years since, and has for several years been chairman of the 
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Board of Supervisors, besides holding other offices of trust. Mr. J., during 
tie past winter, while drawing wood, fell from the load and the wheel of 
the loaded wagon passed over his body, injuring him so severely, that he died 
in a few hours. 

UNION VILLAGE, 

Is situated on the stage road from Janesville to Madison and equi-distant 
from each. Here are two large commodious Churches, a Calvanistic Bap- 
tist and Methodist. 

MiNisTBKs. — C. L. Webster, Methodist; D» L. Starr, Baptist. 

PnysiciAN.-^Thomas Armstrong. 

Merchants .—H. L, Smith, A. K. Warren, Pedigrew, and Smith. 

One Cabinet shop, two Blackshith shops, one Wagon shop, one Tailor 
shop, two Shoemak<;r shops. 

One Tavern, by Dan Pond. 

Union Post Office, located in this village. 

Union has 185 farms. 

The Madison & Beloit Bailroad passes through this town, with a station 
between the two villages. 

TOWN OFFICEKS FOR 1854. 

Sftpervisors.-^Ira Jones, Ch'n., Daniel Johnson, Peter Aller. P. D. 
Vaughn, Town Clerk. Hiram Burdick, Assessor, Allen Miner, Treasurer. 
R S. Kingman, Superintendent Jacob West, John Dawson, W. C. Love- 
joy, Justices of the Peace. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1865. 

Supervisors.^'Ira Jones, Ch'n., Peter Aller, Daniel Johnson. H. L. 

Smith, Town Clerk. Stillman Bullard, John Dawson, Assessors. 

Treasurer. E. B. Harvey, Superintendent W. C. Lovejoy, John Dawsou, 
Jacob West, Asa Pierce, Justices of the Peace. 
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THE FOLLOWING ARE AMONG THE LARGEST FAEMEKS IN UNION. 



p p 



NAMES. 



Charles Miller, 270 

Sylvester Howard, 120 

H. L. Smith, 100 

James Montgomery, 100 

Anson Loomis, 200 

Aaron Rowley, 100 

Wm. Berry, 100 

Cyrus Searls, 100 

DanielJohnson, 115 
E. Devereaux, , 140 

Josiah Howard, .100 

Wm. C. Lovejoy, 100 

Thomas P. Chapin, lOO 

David Johnson, 125 

Stephen Gore, 90 

Ira Jones, ' 1 20 

John Dawson, 70 

Nathaniel Blakesliae, 80 

Samuel Dudley, 80 

Reuben Slawson, 70 

H. Burdick, -75 

Dennis Nicholas, 90 

Washington Higday, 80 

Levi Leona,rd, 60 

Henry Boyce, ., 80 

S. F. Randall, 60 

Sarah Jones, 80 

Albert Janes, 86 

Warren Foster, 76 

M. A. Rowley, 70 

Hiratn C&mpbell, 64 

Le^d Taggart, 55 

Harvey Frost, 60 

Hiram Bullard, 60 

John Tupper, 65 

Jedediah Hubbard, 62 

Daniel Crandall, 110 

Peter Aller, 55 

Waldo C. Clark, 70 

John T. Baker, 45 
No. of farms in 1856, 185. 
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FULTON, 

Is the next town north of Janesville, being Town 4 Norths Range 12 E, 
It is divided into 10 school districts-^8 school houses-^nd has 491 schol- 
ars. It receives from the State School Fund the present year, $332,46. 

Population ii) 1850, 858; in 1855, 1290. No. of farms in 1855, 129. 

Within the, hmits.of this town, are fom- villages. ^'■Indian Ford" or 
Fulton Center, (from the fact of its having been a crossing place for the Indi- 
ans in their travels up and down the valley of Rock river,) Newville, Fulton 
and Edgerton. 

This town possesses natural advantages hardly excelled in the county 
elsewhere. It has several small and very beautiful .prairies, with a soil of 
the most superior quality. The timber is of large growth, suitable for saw- 
ing and building purposes. Rock river, which enters this town near the N. 
E. corner, makes a circuit south-west near the west line, thence bearing east, 
passes into Janesville in Section 32. 

PULTON CBNTKR. 

There is a good water power on Rpck river at what was at an early day, 
and even at the present, known as "Indian Ford." Thip water power is 
owned and improved by Dr. Guy. Stoughton and Wm. T. Hall, Esq. A 
bridge spans the river at this place. This little village is the most central 
of any in town, and has a saw mill, a tavern, 3 stores and groceries, 2 black- 
smith shops, 2 shoemakers' shops, and a very large school house, which serves 
for schools and also for holding public meetmgs. 



George R. Ramsey, Esq., first setfled on this prairie about the same time 
that the Messrs. Stone located on the river; hence its name. Mr. R. was a 
member of Assembly from his district.afpw years since, in the Legislature. 
He still resides at the same plaw where he made his first claim. 

STOJfE's BRIDGE, 

Is thrown across the Rock near the residence of Robert Stone, who, with 
his brother Daniel, were the two earliest settlers, and among the first in the 
county. Mr. Stone is one of the largest farmers in the county. They were 
here in the summer of 1836. 
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FULToK Village, 

(Formerly known as Catfish village,) is near the^west line of the township, 
on Section 7, and situated on the Catfish river near its junction with the 
Rock river. Here is a very superior water power, well improved, and a large 
flouring mill and a saw mill in operation. 

There are three stores, two groceries, one tavern, two blacksmith shops, 
oiiQ tailor shop, two shoemaker shops, and the Fulton Post office. 

ItEWVILLB. 

Tliis is a small village in the north-east comer of the town of Fulton. It 
has a steam saw mill in successful operation, one tavern, one grocery, two 
blacksmith shops, and eight dwelling houses. Goodrich's bridge crosses 
Rock river at this place. 

BDOEKTONi 

The village of Edgerton is located in the town of Fulton, one mile west 
of Rock river, on the line of the M. & M. R. R. A little over 2 years since, 
tlio Raili'oad reached this point; since which time has grown up a flourishing 
little town of 100 dwellings and 500 inhabitants. 

There are three public houses, four stores, three groceries, one tin shop, 
one wagon shop, two blacksmith shops, two shoe shops, one tailor shop, one 
paint shop, one sash, door and blind factory, one saw-mill, one steam mill, 
and one grist mill, all under successful operation. There are also two church-i 
es in contemplation of erection. 

There are extensive preparations being made for building, the present 
geason. 

The manufacture of bricks is also extensively carried on. The bricks pro- 
duced are of a milky whiteness, and for beauty and durability, cannot be ex- 
celled in the State. The clay from which they are manufactured is very 
abundant, easily obtained^ and convenient to the Railroad ; afibrding the man- 
ufacturer a rare opportunity of transporting them at pleasure. 

There are five substantial and commodious ware houses, and more in oon- 
tomplation of erection, which speaks well of its agricultural resources. 

Considering the advantages by which it is surrounded, and judging tho 
future by the past, Edgerton must, not many j'ears hence, rank favorably 
with tho first villages in Rock or adjoining counties, 
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TOWN orriCKRa for 1855. 
Supervisors — Asa Root, Chairman, Charles Coon, James S. Hopkins ; S. 
Si Williftliisj Town Clerk; R. T. liawtoti, Deputy do; Erastus Hopkibs, 
Treasurer; R. T. Lawtoh, Superintendent of schools; R. T. Lawton, Thad^ 
deus Bowman, Justices of the Peace. 

THE FOLLOWING ARK AMONG THE FIRST FARMERS IN FULTON. 



NAMES. 



Sherman Stone, 

Henry Whittaker, 

Orson CoK, 

Daniel Miles, 

Silas Hurd, 

Robert Stone, 

L. H. Page, 

Wm. Cowell, 

Fred True, 

A. Root, 

Geo. E. Cowan, 

Chas. Bowerman, .; 

David Kelley, '' 

O. E. Davis, 

J. S. &.S. H. Hopkins, 

E. T. & F. M. Hopkins, 

K T. Powell, 

— — ' Townsend, 

Ephraim Stillman, 

Orrin Buton, 

J.,S. Shaler, 

Isaac Miles, 

John Hutson, 

Barry Turner, 

K E. Taylor, 

8. G. WilliamB, 

Wm. Pomeroy, 

Elias Downing, 

John Arthur, 

Robert Wixom, 

L. S, Peck, 

Theodore Butts, 

William Nagglc, 

J. H. Roberts, 

H. A. Heacock, 

David McCuUock, 
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BRADFORD. 

This is Township 2, North of Range 14 East, and is bounded North by 
Johnstown, East by Walworth County, South by Clinton and West by La 
Prairie. 

It is a superior township of land, and in point of productions, is surpassed 
by but few in the county. 

Although the gi-eater part of its surface is prairie, yet the Turtle which 
passes through the southern part of the town is skirted by fine bur and white 
oak openings. Also a small oak grove is situated on the West line, mostly 
in this town, on sections 18 and 19. In addition to the above is that gem of 
the prairie, " Emerald Grove," situated on section 7 and 8, 

Bradford is quite well watered for a prairie town, in fact more than 3-4 of 
the sections have living water — either the Turtle, its bianches, or springs. 

The Turtle enters the town about the center-east line of section 13, runs 
west of South, through that and section 24, through the comer of section 26 
into 35, then takes a turn back into 26, thence pursues a Westerly couree, 
passing through sections 26, 21, 28, 29, 32 and 31. 

Several stoall creeks run into the Turtle on either side watering: the con-- 
tiguous sections. 

At emerald Grov« are several fine springs and a beautiful creek about 1|- 
miles in length, when it sinks into the prairie. 

The first settlement was made in this town by Erastus Dean in the year 
1836. 

The other early settlers were Andrew McC.ullagh, Wm. C. Chase, James 
Winnegar, Joseph Maxon, Wm. B. Aldrich, C, Dykeman, Wm. Wyman, L, 
8. Blaekman and Alva Blackman. 

On the first division of this County into ioiras, the South half of this 
township was included ivith Clinton, and the North half in the town of Janes- 
ville, but in 1846 it was organized into a separate township. 

The firet Chairman of the board of Supervisors was L. S. Blackman. 

There are two small villages and two post offices within the limits of the 
town. 

EMEKALD GROVE, 

On the South part of section 6, contains 1 post office, 1 tavern, 1 church 1 
blacksmith shop, 1 store, 1 grocery, 1 school house and 15 dwellings. 
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FAIRFIELD, 



ts another small village on the east line of the town and county also — the 
Water power on which MaxOn's mill is situated on the Turtle, being in Wal- 
worth County, whereas the village is mainly in Rock. Here is a post ofiBce, 
tavern, 2 stores, 1 blacksmith shop, a shoe shop and quite a number of 
■dwelUngSv 

POPtTLATION. 

The population in 1850, was 703; in 185S, it was 1,002, 
There are 12 school districts, 11 school houses, and 356 scholars; They 
receive this year from the state school fund $266,45. 
There are one hundred and eigth-one farms in town. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1855, « 

Supervisors.-^Thomas W. Williams, Ch'n., Peter D. Wemple, Stephen 
Scott, Jr. Wm. C. Scott, Town Clerk. Jacob Fowle, Treasurer. Norman 
Densmore, Supt. of Schools. Beri Cook, Merrit Case, Wm. A. Wood, Jus- 
tices of the Peace* 
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NAMES OF SOME OF THB LARGBBT FARMERS IN THE TOWN OF BRADFORD, 
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Peter D. Wemple raised 13 tons broom corn aBd 30 bushels timothy seed; 
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Frederic Frydendall, 4^ tons broom corn; John A- Fletcher, 100 bu. timothy 
seed; Daniel Woodman, 5 tons broom com ; Alva Blackman, 1 ton; Cor- 
nelius Dykemai), 15 tons; Wm. T. DooHttle, 4 tons; Henry" Dykeman, 4 
tons; L. S. Blackman, fths of a ton; Norman Densmore, 140 bu. timothy 
seed ; Russell Oheney, 100 bushels ; Aaron Briggs, 50 bu, ; Levi Davis, 85 bn. ; 
Warren Courfewright & John Cummings, 50 bu. ; E. Livingston, 66 bu. ; Ja- 
cob Fowle, 110 bu. timothy seed and 20 bu. beans; Stephen Scott, Jr., 40 bu. 
timothy seed; Lucius Van Allen, 84 bu. timothy seed and 25 bu. beans; 
David McNair, 5 bu. beans ; John Teachout, 5 bu, do. 
Number of Farms in 1855, 192. 



ROCK. 

Township 2, north of Range 12 east. This town is situated on both sides 
of Rock River, which divides it into two nearly equal portions. That part 
upon the East side of the river is nearly all prairie, but that upon the West 
side is mostly timber, some of it being Very good, though the greater part 
being " oak openings." The soil of the entire town is of excellent quality. 
It is well watered, especially that part West of the river. Springs and "run- 
ning brooks," of New England memory, are abundant.. Bass, or Afton 
creek, enters the town towards its North-west comer and empties itself into 
Rock River at Afton, not far fi'om its South-easi; corner. Along its margin 
are extensive meadows of unrivalled luxuriance, affording abundance of that 
great " Western Staple," " Marsh Hay." For variety and richness of soil, 
good water, and a plentiful supply; timber properly disposed, and prairie just 
as it should be, and every other desirable accompaniment to an agricultural 
town, this town is inferior to none in Rock County, or in the State of Wiscon- 
sin. It was oi'ganized in 1842, and contained only its standard limits; six miles 
square, and was the only town in the County which at that time com- 
prised only its legitimate territory, and ' consequently obtaiifed the 
" sobriquet" of the "little town of Rock." As to its " ancient history," 
little is known, but from the "remains" of its fortifications it is judged to 
have been once the theatre of war, and the " play gi-ound" of the hero ; and 
subsequently to have been no less the favorite dwelling place of the Horti- 
culturist, the farmer and mechanic, as the "remains" of gardens and fields, 
tmd specimens of mechanical skill unmistakably indicate; and that this town 
sustained a vastly larger population in " olden times" than at present, no 



144 

person who is conversant with antiquarian resources will dispute> Its more 
modern history is not so enigmatical. 

The Pottawatamies, Wiimebagos, ahd other tribes of Indians, long had 
made their home amid its gardens and shady groves, beside its purling 
brooks and bubbling springs^ beside its noble river, and no where did the 
hunter find his game more plenty ; for beast and bird, as well as man^ seek 
their home where nature in her kindest mood, showers most profiisely her be^ 
•quests to all. 

Black Hawk and his wanior band were last to leave, from which period 
the history of the white man commences. On the 15th day of Nov., 1836, 
Mr. John Inmau, Thomas Holmes, William Holmes, Joshua Holmes, George 
S'oUmer and Milo Jones, started from Milwaukee with an Ox team and Wag- 
on containing provisions and farming tools. On the 18th day of the same 
month, they arrived at what was subsequently , known as the town of Rock, 
at the point on Rock river opposite the " big rock" on section number one ; 
there they camped in their wagon until they built a log cabin, and com^ 
menced keeping house. This was the first settlement of the town, and in 
fact, the first in the eountyi Mr. Inman and Mr. Holmes had visited the 
■country previously, in July. 

Arriving at so late a peiiod in "the season, with but little provisions for 
winter, and no preparations for keeping their team, the first business after 
erecting the houSe, was to prepare for wiilter. Some went in pursuit of game, 
Vhile the others went to work to procure forage for the oxen. The grounds 
Upon the opposite side of the river, which are now nearly covered with wa- 
ter, and which were known as the " Newbury bottoms," presented an " invit- 
ing field " for cutting hay. Availing themselves of the hint, they cut and 
put up, on the very last days of Nov., a number of tons of fine green hay. 
The " hunt " proving rather successful, they felt quite well stocked with pro- 
visions and forage. 

On the 18th day of Dec, this little colony was augmented by the arrival 
of Mr. Samuel St. John and wife — -Mrs. St. John being the first white wo- 
man in the county. On the 15th of January, 1836, Dr. James Heath and 
wife, from the State of Vermont, moved into the already " overflowing " cab- 
in. Here, in a room scarcely sixteen feet square, wintered a family of some 
ten or a dozen grown up persons. Under any ordinary circumstances, the in- 
conveniences attending such a state of things would seem unbearable ; but 
they enjoyed the winter much. The excitement always attending any great 
enterprizes, causes " mountains to dwindle to mole hills," and one is so in- 
spired with hope and life and energy, that he becomes blind to everything 
except the anticipation of the " wonderful future." There is a trite saying 
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that " no house is wide enough for two families" ; but here we have, dwelling 
in a Yery narroto house quite a nvmber of families, aiid that, too, upon the 
most friendly and agi-eeable terms. These met as friends, and parted as 
such; and we presume that ties were formed there much more endur- 
ing than those under ordinary circumstances. During the winter their oxen ' 
died. In putting up the hay, it being late in the fall and but little " sun- 
shine " in which to make it, they supplied the deficiency by apjslying salt 
pretty freely ; the cattle eating " salt hay '' became thirsty, and drinking too 
much water, was supposed to cause the death of the oxen. 

In the month of September, 1836, Mr. Hiram Brown and family arrived 
at the " cabin " ; others having moved out, made room for him. Dr. James 
Heath built a house 16 by 16, one and a half miles down the river, on Sec. 
2, at East Wisconsin City in the spring, where he opened a store and 
tavern, which were the first in town. Here the " customer " was served, the 
" travelers and boarders " lodged, while the family and servants found am- 
ple room besides. Travelers were laid upon tiers of shelves up the sides of 
the house like dry goods, while " commoners " took the floor. Business in- 
creasing, and the Doctor thinking his house too small for the accommoda- 
tion of his store and tavern, entered into partnership with Mr. Sexton, (now 
of SextonvUle,) and removed his goods into another house, which had been 
erected about eighty rods from the " tavern,'' which afforded more room for 
the replenished stock of the new fii-m. During this year, (1836,) John In- 
man & Co. started the first stage. It made its regular trips from Racine to 
" East Wiscofisin City" during the summer; Dr. Heath keeping the " Stage 
House." Any person curious in such matters can now be shown that iden- 
tical " tavern " ; the augur holes into which the pins were put to sustain the 
" traveler's shelves," and also the " remains " of Heath & Sexton's store, by 
calling about one half mile west from the Institute of the Blind. True, the 
landlord will not be there to greet them, n6r will they see, probably, the 
stages from Racine unloading their passengers, nor the impatient customeiB 
inquiring for " dry goods and gi-oceries," but they will see the house, empty 
though it be, and the oak trees, which stood there as faithful sentinels, will 
now be seen keeping their vigils and sighing over the ruins and desolations 
of Wisconsin City. While speaking of the commercial interests of this town, 
we would not forget to mention a store opened by Thomas Holmes, and kept 
for some time in the house now owned by Judge Bailey, near the " ferry." 

This town claims some " maratime honors." The first ferry across Rock 

river, established by white men, was in this town just above the "big rock," 

by Judge Holmes. D. Hume built a very respectable boat, at what was 

known as "Hume's wharf," on Sec. 10, now the farm of J. F. Willard, and 

10 
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launched it for the purpose of establishing a ferry at his placo, but subse- 
quently it was taken up the river to " Hunie's ferry," and there used as a 
ferryboat. 

In Juno, 1836, the iii'st steamboat from the Mississippi made the passage 
up Rock river. This was an " event " to the settlers along the river, and 
availing themselves of the opportunity of a steamboat ride, it was found by 
the time she arrived at Wisconsin City her decks were pretty well crowded 
with passengers ; but " rounding to " at East Wisconsin City, she took on 
Dr. Heath and family, and other gentlemen stopping with him, and made 
her way up the river. It was thought by many that her engines had not 
sufScient power to overcome the " St. George Rapids,'' and that it would 
be best not to attempt their passage, but a majority thinking otherwise, it 
was determined to make the attempt. The boat succeeded admirably, and 
went on beyond the present site of , Janesville, where it spent some time, and 
then returned to the Mississippi. In 1839 there was another steamboat trip. 
On this occasion, the boat tpo^ on passengers at the different "points," and 
pushed her v/ay up as far as Jefferson. In 1840 there was a small steamer 
built at Jefferson, which, after plying on the river for a short time, in July, 
1841, wgnt down to the "father of waters." Again in 1844 a steam boat 
130 feet in length, from St. Louis, passed up the Rock to Jefferson, stopping at 
various towns along its banks — taking on and discharging passengers at the 
several villages — many of the inhabitants improving this, their last oppor- 
tunity of steam boat riding excursions on Rock River. 

Thus closed forever, probably, the steam boat navigation of Rook R-iver. 
Mill-dams and bridges, the sure appendages of progress and improvement, 
haye so obstructed the stream that it is quite doubtful if its navigation is 
ever resumed. Dr. Heath, although a tavern keeper, merchant, and farmer, 
w!is by profession a physician — -and a man, too, skilled in his calling — and in 
addition to his vjiried and multiplied duties, he was often called upon to 
administer to the relief of the sick. Being palled upon one very dark night 
ia the spring of the year, to visit a patient upon the west side of the ri\'er, 
ho supposing that he could " ford," mounted his horse and plunged into the 
"surging waters." Soon, his horse was swimming with the current, and by 
some means the Doctor lost his balance and found himself " afloat " upon 
the river. His cries for help soon brought his wife to the bank, who was 
unable to render any assistance, except by encouraging him to try to hold out 
till help could be procured. Thus matters stood, the Dr. floating down tho 
river, his wife tearing herself through brushwood and water holes along tho 
b^uk to keep up with her husband, for nearly two miles, when help was 
procured and the Doctor rescued, though very much exhausted and chilled, 
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and greatly to the relief of his almost distracted wife. His saddfe-ba^ 
with the medicine, followed suit in the melee, but held up, near the mouth 
of Sears' Creek, where they were found some years afterwards, riflfed of their 
contents, no doubt, by the fishes. 

Not far from the time of the Doctor's accident, there was a irian drown- 
etl at Holmes' Ferry, by the name of Connad. This was probably the first 
death in town. 

From this time settlements steadily^^increased until nearly the entire town- 
ship was in the hands of an industrious and intelligent population. In Nov. 

1836, Mr. Rich'd Inman arrived with his family and entered the land upon which 
he now lives, in Sec. 2V. Mr. Clauson settled on the " Youngs' Farm " in 

1837. The farm formerly known as the Delano farm and now as the Eath- 
eram farm, was settled by Jeremiah Roberts in 1 837. The faiin upon which 
the village of Afton is situated was settled in 1837 by Hiram Brown. — 
In the year 1838 the first settlements were made on the west side of the 
river, by Rufns and Ira Washburn, and J. P. Sears. The same year the farm 
of Maj. Inman was settled by Mr. Fox. G. W. Brittain, Esq., settled in town 
in 1838. Brestol made first claim upon D. W. Inmans' farm in 1838. In 

' 1841, Israel Inman, John Daugherty, and Mr. Burt arrived. In the year 
1 840 Col. Ezekiel Clapp, and Prosper A. Pierce, from the State of Vermont, 
settled on Sec. 2, where the latter now resides. Col. Clapp now lives in 
Spring Valley of this county. A large part of their purchase is now includ- 
ed within the city limits. About this time Mr. Elijah Noursc settled near 
" that first log cabin," where he still resides. , 

In 1842, Mr. Van Antwerp. In 1841 J. F. AVillard bought Mr. War- 
ren's claim in Sec. 10, where he now resides. The Messrs. Antisdells Cora- 
stocks and Newtons came about the years 1843-44. In 1850 a colony 
from Rensselaer Co. New York, settled in the N. W. part of the town.— 
Among them were Col. Z. P. Burdick and M. L. Burdick, his brotherr— 
Adam Hayner, A. P. Hayner, Israel Smith, and subsequently Mr. 
J. P. J. Hayner, which has added not a little to our agricultural reputation 
as a town, they pursuing the " Eastern mode " of farming, which con- 
trasts vei-y favorably with our loose Wisconsin method. The fir^t "breaking ' 
done in town or in the county, was on the N. W. qr. of Sec. 11, upon the 
farm of J. F. Willard, by Mr. John Inman, in' the spring of 1836. It wa<? 
" cropped " with buckwheat, and produced a fair yield. He \vas COUijJfelled to 
go to Rockford to get his plow sharpened, it taking-two days to make the 
trip. The first house erected on the west side of the river' was by Mr. Ira 
Washburn, near the present residence of R. Washburn, Esq., in I83S. Tlio 
first wedding in towutook plaee at the house of Richard Inirsan, March SO, 
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1840, the parties being Mr. George W. Brittain and Miss Sylvania Inman. 

The first town meeting was held Apr. 5, 1842. The following named ofR- 
cera were elected : 

Supervisors— Geo. W. Brittain, Ch'n; James Hedth, J. P. Sears; Iw 
Washbilrn, Town Clerk; Rufus Washbura, Assessor; Richard S^ Inman. 
Treasurer; J. Wesley Inman, Collector ; Clark Classen, Prosper A. Pierce, 
William Youngs, Commissioners of Highway; Ira F. Washburn, Geo. W; 
Brittain,' John Inman, Com. of Common Schools ; Richard 8. Inman, Sealer 
of Weights and Measures. 

CITIES AND PLOTTED TOWKS. 

If the opinion of speculators, and large real estate operators from the East, 
is entitled to consideration and I'espect, the town of Rock stsinds number owe, 
if not inore, in regard to superioi' locations and natural advantages for build- 
ing up Cities and towns ; for surely no town in the county has figured so 
largely in this depstrtment as this. " Its Corner and water lots" have mado 
no smaU figure in "Wall Street"; its lithographed city plats have been hon- 
ored with a Conspicuous place in all the great land agency offices of the 
country. At one time this town could boast of as tnany as four laid out 
platted recorded towris, viz : Wisconsin city, Koshkonong city, Rockport, and 
Monterey, and subsequently the town of Afton has been added. 

Rockport was laid out by Thomas Holmes in Dec. 1835, the first survey- 
ed town in the county. Wisconsin City, by John Inman, Breese and Shep- 
herd, in 1836. City of Khoshkonong, in the summer of 1836, by Kenzio 
Hunter and Booby. Monterey, by Ira Miltimore, in 1850. By an act of 
the Legislature of Wisconsin, approved by Gov. Farwell, March 19, 1853, 
the city of Janesville was incorporated, and by that charter, sections one and 
two of the town of Rock were incoi-porated into the city limits. Consequent- 
ly Monterey and Rockport are now a part of the tenitory belonging to 
Janesville; and, with sections one and two, pass from the town of Rock 
many of the localities where the scenes herein described transpired. 

VILLAGE OF ArTONj 

The village ot Aftoti is situated upon the Beloit & Madison R. R., near 
the junction of Bass or Afton creek, with the Rock river. It was laid out 
in July 1854, by S; A. Hudson, John Pi Hoyt, and N. W. Tripp, proprie- 
torSi The location is dry and admirably adapted to the building of a town; 
Two years ago there was scarcely an inhabitant upon the site ; now it prob- 
ably contains 200 inhabitants, including those in its immediate vicinity. — * 
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Here for the present the stages from Janesville intersect with the R. R., and 
take the passengers to that city, and soon the place will be in direct connec- 
tion, by rail with Janesville, making the point one of no ordinary importance 
iu respect to its Railroad facilities, Bass creek affords a good water power 
for a Saw mill and other machinery, while the Rock River is available to 
its whole extent, as a water power, under a head and fall of seven feet. A 
company is formed for the imp7X)vement of this power known as the " Afton 
Manufacturing Company," who intend to commence operations as soon as 
the details of their arrangements can be perfected. Afton is 6 miles from 
Janesville and 1 from Beloit. It has a R. R. Depot, 2 PubUc Houses, 2 
Store Houses, 4 Stores and Groceries, 2 Shoe Shops, 2 Blacksmiths Shops, 
5 Carpenters, 1 Post Office, C. Pulker, P. M. It has now about 50 build- 
ings with a prospect of a large increase the coming season. It is in contem^ 
plation to erect a church soon, which with educational and other privileges 
will make Afton a desirable place to locate. 

CHURCHES AND EELIGIOUS PRIVILEGES. 

The inhabitants of the towns adjoining Janesville, and especially those 
parts contiguous to it; have united with the people there, and established 
churches; and genemlly attend worship at that place. This fact will ex- 
plain to those unacquainted, the apparent want of church privileges in those, 
as seen from their " history." The town of Rock, however, aside from the 
facilities offered by Janesville and Beloit, for church worship, has had two 
regular church oi^anizations for some years. In 1846, the Episcopal Meth- 
odist had an organization of a small class, at Mr. Youngs', which has been 
supplied with preaching more or less up to the present time, and with some 
success. In 1850, the Baptist denomination organized a church in Mr. An- 
tisdel's neighborhood, now Afton. This church has had a regular supply 
of pulpit services to the present, with very great success, embracing 
now a large number of communicants; and anticipate building a church edi- 
fice the coming summer. 

BDUCATION". 

The first settlers, although immersed in business and cares, were not un- 
mindful of the importance of providing for the education of their children. — 
The first school taught in town, the firat also in the county, was kept in a 
little log cabin, which is now standing on the bank of the river in front of 
the present residence of Judge Bailey. The school was taught by the Hon. 
Hiram Brown, at present a resident of Monroe, Green Co. The first school 
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house built in tQwn was that known as tho " Rad school house" on section 1 , 
near D. W. Cobb's. , Subsequent to ,1846, there had been built addition- 
al two small log school hmiaes; one, in Mr. Washburn's district, the other in 
Mr. Gomstopk's diistrict, but the, town was divided into somo six or seven 
school dis.triots, where scliooU had baon kopt in private houses, &c. At pres- 
ent there are eight good permanent school houses ; 2 of brick, one of stone, 
and the bg,Vine6 well finished wooden structures. In all of them, good 
,sQhQols are -kept summer and winter. 

RAILROADS. 

This town is largely supplied with Railroad facilities, even with those al- 
ready built, aud in, or about to be in operation. Four distinct independent 
lines cross the territory of the town. First the Beloit and Madi.3on, now iu 
operation, which passes through diagonally from South-east to North- 
west, with a depot established, afibrding accommodation to all the South-west 
portion of the town. Second, the Chicago, St. Paul & Fond du Lac, R. R. 
passing through the North-eastern portion ; and third, th3 Southern Wiscon- 
sin passing through the North-western portion, intersecting ^the Beloit and 
Madison but a short distance from the west line of the town, where will be 
depots and considerable of a town, of which Hon. J. L. V. Thomas, and C . 
F. Chipman, Esq., are proprietors. Another road from Afton to Janesville, 
on the west side of the river, will soon be built. Fifth; the Fulton, Janes- 
ville, and Beloit Railroad company have a charter up the valley of Rook Riv- 
er, from Beloit, intersecting the M. & M. R. R. near Edgerton. This road 
connecting with a contemplated road, chartered by the Illinois Legislature, 
from Mendot?,, in that state, to Beloit, is thoai__ht to be a feajible enterprise 
and probably will be built soon. 

Situated as the town of Rock is, in regard to R. R. accommodations of its 
own — ^and those afforded by its proximity to the flourishing towns of Janes- 
ville and Beloit, one cannot fail to appreciate at a glance its superior posi- 
tion. 

POPULATION. 

On the organization of the city of Janesville, in 1853, sections 1 and 2, in- 
cluding the village of Monterey, the only village then in the town, were sev- 
ered from Rock, and constituted a part of the city. The population of the 
entire township in 1850 was 553, in 1855 the population, not including that 
portion included in Janesville, was 1041, showing a greater increase than any 
other town in the county during the same period. 
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EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS. 

The town is divided into 10 school districts, and lias 8 school houses. It 
Las 354: scholars over 4 and under 20 years of age, and receives the present 
year from the State School Fund $260,82. 

KUMBER OP FARMS. 

The nunsber of farms in this town is 105. 

Hon. J. F. Willard, resides in this town. ' He represented his Assembly 
district in the Legislature in 1849. Israel Inmap, Jr., Esq., who was one of 
the delegates from Rock Co., to form the first State Constitution, resided in 
this town. He died on the plains on his way to California. G. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1854. 

Supervisors. — Joseph Giffin, Ch'n. Truman L. HoUister, Town Clerk. — 
Wm. Conklin, Treasurer. J. F. Willard, Superintendent. Jifoses L. !Bur- 
dick, James Church, C. F. Hoyt, Justices of the Peace. C. F. Hoyt, J. F. 
Antisdell, Assessors. 

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1855. 

Supervisors. — David W. Inman, Ch'n., W. H. Hayner, Wm. H. H. Eddy. 
Hiram Bowen, Town Clerk. Wm. Conklin, Treasurer. J. F. Willard, Su- 
perintendent. Orrin Guernsey, W. H. Hayner, Assessors. Orrin Guern- 
sey, Harvey H. Inman, Charles F. Hoyt, Justices of the Peace. 
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THE FOLLOWING ARB AMONG THB LARGEST FARMERS IN ROCK. 
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HISTORY OF THE CITY OF JANESVILLE. 



BT BBV. H. FOOTK, 



Janesville is the County Seat of Rock County. The city is beautifully 
located on the Rock River, nearly in the center of the county, twelve miles 
north of the Illinois State line, sixty-five miles west of Racine, the same 
distance from Milwaukee, and forty miles S. E. of Madison. Its history, so 
far as known, like most of the towns of the west, is comprised within a 
compass of twenty years. A silence rests upon the early history of this 
spot which the antiquarian in vain attempts to break. There are no an- 
cient records of primeval times, no traditionary legends which carry us back 
to' the dreamy past, not even a national ballad to commemorate the deeds 
<rf the s;reat and good who here lived and died. 

Scattered in clusters on some of the beautiful eminences near town, are 
to be seen numbers of those mysterious mounds so common at the west, 
whose very silence points us to a former race who here dwelt, but who have 
left no other memorials than these hieroglyphics of their existence. 

And scarcely more intelligible are the traces left by the Aboriginees 
which preceded us. It is true the foot-prints of a numerous and powerful 
people were seen by the early settlers upon this river, and their trails, and 
burial places, and even fields of agriculture are still visible. But no rec- 
ord hands down to us the names of those who here lived and journeyed 
and died. No aged chieftain comes back from beyond the " Father of Wa- 
ters '' to tell us the incidents of the last half century defore the " pale faces" 
came, or even to give us the name of the Indian village which lay spread 
out on the bottom land south of the bend in the river. The archives of 
the past contain little that is intelligible. Here and there a strange charac- 
ter or a mutilated line appears, but like the inscription on some ancient 
tomb-stone which time has been wearing away, all is indistinct and uncer- 
tain. 

Our observations, then, must be confined within the limits above desig- 
nated. 

This portion of the Rock River Valley was first brought distinctly to 
the notice of the eastern emigrant by those engaged in the Black Hawk 
war. Volunteers who returned from pursuing the Indians, gave glowing 
descriptions of the beauty and fertility of the country. As soon as the em- 
igrant could be assured of safety and protection, he was found pushing his 
way westward from Lake Michigan. 
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Certain points on tliis. river Lad. secured a prominence and iraportanco 
first to the Indian from time immemorial, then to the fur-trader as places of 
rendezvous, and as points where the river could be conveniently forded du- 
ring most portions of the year. Oneof those points was at the Indian village 
above referred to in the lower part of oiir town, and the " Big Rook" on the 
opposite, or north bank of the river, was for years the land-mark to guide 
the doubting traveller to the spot where he might ford the river in safety. — 
A I that time, this rock is said to have been one third higher than it is now, 
and the top covered with a tuft of noble cedaM, which, strange to say, the 
hand of man destroyed. 
For some years this point bore the names alternately of 'Holmes' Rapids,' 'St. 
George's flanidx',' and the " Big Rock ford." The last name was discontin- 
ued after bequeathing its geological Mb to our county, from the fact that a 
town in Illinois thirty miles below upon this river, had assumed the name 
of Rockford ; while the two former names fell into disuse, after the name 
■was adopted by which this town has since been known. 

All the lands- in -Rook Go. upon the west side of the river were brought 
into market by U. S.- Government during the summer of 183'5, and all that 
■ port'on of the town up'oQ that side of the river was " entered "by non-res- 
idents. Among the purchasers were Thomas A.. Holmes, G. R Page, H. 
I'ennoyer, Morgan L. Martin, Wm. Holmes, and W. L. Newbury. Hence those 
who (irst settled upon the river at this point, were obliged to locate their 
claims upon the east side, and upon Government land. 

And here a remark may be made with reference to the pecuniary oir- 
oumstances of the firet settlers, and the motives which influenced them in 
coming hither. 

Few or none of them p&ssesBed wealth; some of them were poor. Spec- 
ulation in the public lands did not enter into the creed of those who first came 
here to settle. Much less did they suppose it possible that in less than 
twenty years a flourishing city of about eight thousand inhabitants would 
spread itself over the claims they then made and the farms they then culti- 
vated. They came to this spot to secure homes for themselves and families, 
to till the soil and engage in the various branches of industry. 

It is true the non-residents who entered land on the west side of the riv- 
er early laid out to aus, sold " corner lots " and " water lots," but those who 
settled on the east side of the river, where commercial business has since 
centered, were too much absorbed in the stern realities of pioneer life to plot 
and survey towns, or send agents east to dispose of " steam-boat-dochs " or 
" mUl-sites." 

To narrate incidents familiar to the early settlers might be interesting, some 
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painful, btlieirs amuskig ; but they would swell this sketeh to too great length 
for this volume. The privations and hardships which fell to their lot -were 
small compared with those which the early settlers in other portions of the 
west endured. They came to occupy beautiful and healthful lands already 
cleared by the band of nature for the plow, and ready to yield abundant 
harvests. It is true their cabins admitted the winds of Heaven, and through 
their shalce roofs the stars could be seen, yet they slept soundly, and ate 
heartily of venison and fish, Hoosier bacon and hot cakes; and dreamed 
that in "fifty years, when Rock Prairie should all he bought up," their 
children would see a large nnd flourishing village at this point. 

Sometimes those earliest settlers experienced SiA\^i inconvenience in not 
finding in their pockets sufficient to pay twenty dollars a barrel for flour, 
or from thirty to forty doHcirs for u barrel of pork. But they never 
hungered) or went to bed supperless. 

There was often a greater dilBculty in "hauling in " their provisions, than 
in consuming them. 

There were streams to be forded, sometimes swollen by rains, and the "camp- 
ing out," and the prairie storm without a foot print as a guide to some dis- 
tant cabin — all these, and many other difficulties to be encountered and' over- 
come, required wisdom and tact, and perseverence, known only to early set- 
tlers at the west. 

There were, however, trials of a somewhat different nature, which must be 
experienced to be fully realized. 

There were the trials of leaving an educated and refined society at the 
east, for frontier life; trials which parents experienced in having no first 
class schools and seminaries for their children; trials which the young bride 
and mother met in being compelled to bend their energies to the humblest 
labors of the kitchen with scarcely a convenience, and much less a servant 
to aid them in the duties of their log home; and trials which the christian 
experienced, deprived of the sanctuary and the sound of the church going 
bell. 

And yet all these were met with a fortitude and cheerfulness, which did 
honor to the character of those first pilgrims to the Rock River Valley. 

Many things might be mentioned which illustrate their prudence and 
wisdom and fore-thought. The following judicious and precautionary meas- 
tires were taken by the early settlers, which deserve a record here. 

An association was formed for the mutual adjustment of disputes which 
might arise between conflicting claimants to the same portions of the public 
lands, and also to guard the settlers against the aggression of speculators. 

The officers of this association constituted a Board of Referees, to whom 
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all such disputes were referred, and whose judgment was final. They also 
attended the land sales, and there guarded the rights of each settler. The 
consequence was that those unhappy animosities and collisions which often 
occur among settlers on Government land, were prevented. Each one felt 
measurably as safe on his claim, as upon deeded land, and was sure of 
obtaining a title ere long from Government. 

FIRST PERMANENT SETTLEMENT, 

In the month of October, 1835, a company started from Milwaukee con- 
sisting of John Inman, George Follmer, William Holmes, Jr., and Joshua 
Holmes. Milo Jones, Esq. accompanied them to this spot, but soon left for 
Fort Atkinson, where he made a claim and where he still resides. 

The four individuals named above, erected a small cabin upon the south 
bank of the river opposite the "Big Eock," the remains of which are still 
to be seen. 

During the next month, (Nov.) Samuel St. John arrived from Vermont 
with his wife and three children, this being the first family which came to 
reside at this spot. 

There were now nine persons, constituting one family, all residing under 
one roof. Thus the winter of 1835-36 commenced. In the month of Jan- 
uary our little company was increased by the addition of an infant son to 
the family of Mr. St. John, who is supposed to be the first white child born 
in the upper Rock River Valley. His name is Seth B. St. John, and he is 
BtiU living at Columbus in this state. 

In the month of January, 1836, Doct. James Heath arrived with his wife, 
and took up their abode under the same roof with our first settlers. We 
have now eleven persons constituting one family in a cabin about eighteen 
feet long by sixteen wide. 

During the winter Judge Wm. Holmes, of Michigan city, visited his sons 

here, and in the month of March following, moved his family to this place 

by the way of Chicago, Kishwaukee^— now Belvidere, — and the mouth of the 

'Turtle — now Beloit, — then only inhabited by a Frenchman, (old Teabo,) 

and his Indian wives. 

John Holmes and wife, and Joshua Clark accompanied the family of Judge 
H. and settled here. 

Other families came on to this river about the same time, and settled above 
and below what are now the city limits. 

In the spring of the same year, Robert and Daniel Stone came to this 
settlement and remained a few years. 
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The spfing and autumn of 1836 witnessed the advent of other emigrants 
to this spot, anlong the most prominent of whom we find the names of 
Henry F. Janes and family, his brother Edward Janes, John P. Dickson and 
wife, W. H. H. Bailey and wife, Levi Harness, Curtis Davis, Levi St. John 
and family. v 

Mr. Janes arrived from Racine in the month of June, and made a claim 
to about half a section ot Government land, embracing the quarter section 
upon which the county seat was afterwards located. 

Mr. Dickson arrived in the month of August from Vermont, and in the 
month of October Mr. Bailey, from the same state, followed hira. Their 
first claim was made on the bottom land south of the bend in the river, but 
subsequently it embraced that portion of the town known as "Dickson's 
and Bailey's addition." 

Mr. St. John came the same fall, and located where he still resides^ The 
other individuals remained in the settlement but a short time. 

During the same season the following persons located in the vicinity of 
the settlement, and became more or less identified with it. Anson W. Pope, 
Virgil Pope, Daniel Smiley, Marcus Fenton, Jason Walker, Aaron Walker; 
Alfred Walker, David Hume, George W. Ogden and S. D. Butz. 

Soon after the arrival of Mr. Janes he erected a cabin sixteen feet square, 
upon the spot where " Lappin's Block " now stands. This became the stop- 
ping place for travellers crossing the river at this point, and when the addi- 
tion of a " second and third story upon the ground" (as the early settlers 
called the lengthening out of the original cabin,) was completed, a most 
commodious Public House was to be found at "Janes' Ferry,'' 

This house was first kept by Mr. Janes, who was succeeded by Mr. Chas. 
Stevens, who also took charge of the ferry, which, in the mean time, had 
been established by Mn Janes and Aaron Walker. Mr. J. P. Dickson af- 
terwards took charge of the public house and ferry, in which place he continu- 
ed until the " Janesville Stage House ''was erected, in the fall of 1838, by Mr. 
Stevens, who was duly installed landlord of one of the first class public houses 
west of Lake MichigaUi That original building was 30 by 40 feet on the 
ground, and two stories in perpendicular height. 

Previous to the existence of any ferry boat at this point, teams forded the 
river at the " Big rock)" when the water was at a sufficiently low stage to 
permit it. But when this could not be done, the team swam the river 
while the wagon was taken over upon two canoes. 

Judge Holmes, however) sawed out lumber with a " whip saw," and soon 
manufactured a substantial scow, or ferry boat, for crossing the river just 
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below the large bend, and some distance above the " Big Rock." A 
few months afterward Messrs. Janes and Walker built their boat from lum- 
ber sawed in the same manner as above, a charter was obtained, and this 
ferry was kept in existence until the bridge was built upon the same spot 
by Messrs. Bailey, Stevens, and Lappin, in 1842, at a cost of 82000. 

FIRST DEATHS AMONG THE SETTLERS. 

Before passing from the records of 1836 we are called upon to chronicle 
two events of the same nature which carried sorrow and sadness into two 
family circles and cast a gloom over the little settlement. 

It was the death, first of Mrs. St. John, in June, who was the first white 
woman that came here to settle, and the first to find a grave. In the month 
of August George Holmes, a son of Judge H., also died. 

Yet neither of these deaths resulted from the unhealthitiess of the cli- 
mate or location. George died in a fit, while the death of Mrs. St. John 
was caused by a decline of some month's' contiiiuance, induced by the wirit 
of medical attendance the previous winter, and the shelter and care so nec- 
essary to the mother of an infant babe. The spot where her remains were 
deposited is marked by a tomb-stone upon an eminence near the road lead- 
ing to Beloit. 

These were the only deaths which occurred in the settlement until the 
year 1840! 

This freedom from fatal disease is the best comment that can be given of 
the healtbfulness of this locality; and the same has been confirmed by the 
experience of subsequent years. 

All but four or five of those who came here to reside during the years 
1836 and '36 are still alive, and not one of those who remained here have 
yet died. 

Mr. Samuel St John died a few years since while on a vin't to his brother's 
near town, and his remains were deposited on the eminence beside those of 
his wife. 

Doct. Heath and wife emigrated to California, where both have since died. 

The oldest settler now (March '56) residing within the city limits is Judge 
Wm. Holmes, who, with a portion of his family, has continued to reside here 
for the last twenty years. 

He erected the first frame dwelling at this point, built the first ferry boat, 
was the first individual to settle in the county west of Rock River, the first to 
cultivate a farm there, and he with his family are believed to have been the 
only individuals who resided within what are now the city limits for five 
years. 
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SETTLERS OF 1887. 

Some of the most prominent individuals that settled here and in the im- 
mediate neighborhood during the year 1837 may be named, and are as fol- 
lows: 

Hon. E. V. Whiton, Volney Atwood, Chas. Stevens and family, Doct. 
G. Stoughton and family, Seymour Stoughton, Theodore Kendall and wife, 
Harvey Story, Wm. and Joseph Spaulding, Geo. H. Williston, E. J. Haa- 
sard, Geo. R. Ramsey, Daniel A. Richardson and family. 

,We now come to note the origin of the village site, the name given to it, 
and the location of the county seat at this point. 

We have found the lands west of the river principally owned by non- 
residents. St. George's Rapids was considered by many more desirable for 
a town than the point where Mr. Janes located. As early as the fall of 
1835, Thomas Holmes, of Milwaukee, one of the purchasers on the west 
side of the river, laid out the town of Roekport, now embraced within the 
limits of this city. 

During, the year following, Mr. John Inman, one of the first settlers at 
the rapid--, in connection with Sidney Breese, Esq,, of Chicago, laid out a 
town on the west bank of the river, one mile below Roekport, and gave it 
tlie name of '' Wisconsin City." 

These embryo towns, together with Beloit, became in after years formid- 
able rivals for pre-eminence and for the County Seat. 

The former, as already stated, is now a portion of our city. The second 
is stiJl in the state of nature with only a small farm house, near the " steam 
boat dock," which appeared on Inman's and Breese's chart of their city, and 
the latter is a large and flourishing village upon the south line of our coun- 
ty, ne.xt to Janesville in population. 

LOCATION OF COUNTY SEAT. 

The county of Rock was set oif from Milwaukee county in 1836, but con- 
tinued with Walworth, a constituent part of Racine Co., until the Spring of 
1 839, when it was fally organized. At the session of the Legislature at Bel- 
mont in winter of 1836-7, the location of the county seat was estabhshed 
upon the same fractional quarter section on which Mr. Janes had located. 

Much praise was awarded to Mr. Janes for his diplomatic tact in overcom- 
ing the obstacles which other local interests had cast in his way. All was 
however done honorably and fairly, and as a compliment to Mr. Janes, thd 
new and undeveloped town was christened Janesville, 

Gens. Dodge and Sheldon, and Capt. Knapp, share the honor of giving ua 
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our name, wHcli is at once significant and euplionions, although if they had 
been gifted with prophetic vision, they might appropriately liavo swelled it« 
modest termination " ville" into that of city. 

THE VILLAGE OF JANES VILLE . 

At this period commences the history of our place as a town or ■village. — 
The land on the east side of the river contiguous to the fen-y, was first sur- 
veyed and platted in the spring of 1837, by Mr. Janes, and subsequently re- 
platted by the county commissioners in May 1840, about eight months a^ 
ter the land was brought into market by general Government. 

By a law of Congress, the county could secure a pre-emption to any quar- 
ter section Upon which a county seat should be located. Of the existence of 
this law Mr. Janes was not apprised until he found himself a tenant upon 
lands belonging to the county. A compromise was however easily made by 
which the county agreed for a nominal sum to deed back portions of the 
land to the original claimants and settlers. 

The first regular circuit court was held in 1839, Judge Irving presiding. — 
Doct. G. Stoughton was appointed clerk of the court. The court assembled 
in the Janesville Stage House, using as the grand jury room, the small frame 
building, still in existence, standing on a prominent pile of masonry, one 
door north of the residence of C. G. Gillett, having been removed from its 
former location to permit its more prominent and substantial successor, the 
" Commercial Block," to stand in its room. 

The first county ofBoers elected were Lucius G. Fisher, as sheriff, W. H. 
H. Bailey, Register of Deeds, and clerk of the board of county commission- 
ci-s', W. S. Murray, Wm. Spaulding and E. J. Hazzard, board of county com- 
missioners. At a much earlier period than this, Daniel Smiley, and Hiram 
H. Brown were appointed first justices of the peace at this place. 

LAND SALES. 

All the lands in Range 12, west of the river, were brought into market in 
1835. Range 13 embracing Milton, Harmony, and other towns south, were 
brought into market in the month of Feb. 1839, while the fractional portion 
of Range 12 east of the river, embracing the county seat, and the adjacent 
claims, was not brought into market until the month of Sept. of the same year. 

In the mean time several of the claimants on the east side of the river 
had sold out their interests, so that those lands lying within the city limits 
were entered by J. P. Dickson, W, H. Hi Bailey, the board of County com- 
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missioners, W. B. Sheldon, J. J. R. Pease, James Bemis, S. P. Stougliton, 
Guy Stoughiton, Charles Stevens, Volney Atwood, aB,<i Theodore Kendall. 

ERECTIOIT or COUNTY BUILDINGS. 

In the month of Feb. 1841, the county eommissionei-s in accordance with 
B petition from a large number in the county, took measures for the erection 
of a court house. D. A. Richardson became the contractor, and in January 
1 842 the building was raised and cohered ; and in Eieeember of the same 
year, agreeably to contract, the building was so far completed that it could 
be used for county puiposes. It was subsequently fully completed by James 
Chamberlain. 

The care bestowed upon the new, and eminently exalted court house may 
be leaiTied from the Honofahle a,gw.i employed to repair and furnish it. — 
In the proceedings of the board oif commissioners, under date of Sept. 1843, 
is found this minute : " Ordered that James H. Knowlton be authorized to 
put and keep the court house in repair, and make shutters to the windows of 
the Register's office, and the oflBoe of the clerk of the district court, to pur- 
chase an armed chair for the Judge, and arrange the jury seats in proper or- 
der, and also to dear the public square of any rubbish or improper thing 
that may be found thereon, and also to pnt a railing of posts and scantling, 
(one;rail) around the front of the court house." 

POST OFFICE. 

The early settlers at this place received their letters at the post offices in 
Racihe and Milwaukee. They were not long, however^ in securing an office 
at their own settlement. Much credit is due Gen. Wm. B. Sheldon, a prom- 
inent member of the Territorial legislature, not only for securing the location 
of the county seat here, but for obtaining, at so early a day, those postal 
facilities for which Janesville has been noted. At the close of the Territo- 
rial legislature, which held its session at Belmont, and at which the county 
seat was located hero. Gen. S. proceeded to Washington, and immediately 
secured the establishment of several post routes, centering at Janesville. — 
The post office bore was then established, and Henry F. Janes was appointed 
post master. Before his commission arrived, however, the mail was on its 
way to this place, carried by Joseph Payne. 

On the 23d day of April, 1837, a single horseman appeared on the west 

bank of the Rock river, from Mineral Point, bearing the U. S. mail via of 

Janesville to Racine. Doct. B. B. Carey, the veteran post master at Racine, 

had arrived, prepared to induct the newly appointed P. M. into the, myste- 

11 
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ries of his office. The doctor had taken the precaution to bring one of Un- 
cle Sam's keys, and with it he opened the mail in presence of the rejoicing 
citizens. It is true no heavy maiU awaited the lookers on, one letter only 
being detained by Mr. Janes, the claimant, but it was greeted as that avenue 
now opened with distant friends, and they were not long in being informed 
that they were " henceforth to direct their letters to Janesville, Sock coun- 
ity, Wisconsin," And here, at the new post office, anxious expectants of let- 
ters came from ten and even twenty miles distant, and yet the mails were 
never over-burdened. No long tiers of letter boxes, numbering 500 as now, 
or drawers of business men, too impatient to wait at pigeon holes for their 
mail. Instead thereof, post master Janes fastened a ciffar box upon a log in 
his bar, and in that for some months were deposited the mails of Rock Co. 
And yet that unpretending receptacle of letters paid to the P. O. depart- 
ment the first year, ninety dollars. This, it will be remembered, was while 
the high tariff ruled in postal affaii's, and most of the letters to our settlers 
were marked " 25 cents," mi-paid. And yet who ever grudged the " quar- 
ter" (even when obtained for two bushels of com or potatoes,) when it 
secured the long looked for letter from parents, brothers, or that loved one 
afar. 

The following are the gentlemen who have ofiiciated as post masters at 
Janesville, and the income of the oflace for the last three or four years : 

H. F. Janes resigned in 1838, and D. F. Kimball was appointed, who al- 
so resigned in 1840, and J. L. Kimball received the appointment, who held 
the office until Jan., 1849, when, through a change in the administration, he 
was removed, and C. S. Jordan was appointed, who, in June of the same 
year was superceded by Samuel H. Alden, and in the spring of 1 853, he 
was succeeded by E. H. Strong, the present incumbent. 

It was during Mr. Aldcn's term that the second great reduction of postage 
took place, the law taking effect July 1, 1852. The last quarter precediiitr 
this date, the gross amount received at the post office was $500. The first 
quarter after the reduction, the amount only reached $335, and this being the 
first quarter imder the present rates of postage, is the basis from which the 
reader will see the rapid growth and prosperity of Janesville. 

For the quarter commencing April, 1853, the gross receipts were $461.— 
The increase since that time has been rapid, especially in tho letter depart- 
ment of the oflBoe, showing, for the quarter ending Dec. 31, 1855, $1248, 
with an estimated receipt for the present fiscal year, ending July 1, 1856, 
of over $5000, this being an increase of about 400 per cent, in less than 
four years. 
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EDUCATIONAL AND LITERARY INSTITTJTIONa. 

The early settlers of Janesville brought with them thftt strong love for 
schools and educational privileges vphich characterises the American people. 
They had scarcely made their families comfortable in their log cabin, before 
they opened a school for their children. The first teacher was Hiram H. 
Brown, Esq., now of Green county in this State, From that time to the 
present, it has been the effort of our citizens to provide facilities for the edu- 
cation of the rising generation. Two brick school houses were erected years 
ago, and an Academy was chartered in 1848, and a large stone edifice 
erected during the following year; since which schools of a high order 
have been maintained there, and at the other Seminaries and Schools in the 
place. 

Janesville has at present a •' Free Academy," or " Central High School," 
a " Female Seminary," three " Select Schools," eight " Primary Scools," ha- 
ving at their head competent teachers, and the " State Institution for the 
Blind." There is also the " Janesville Lyceum" and the " Mechanics' Institute," 
the former designed for literary improvement, embracing in their design the 
opening of a Reading Room and the founding of a Library ; the latter meet- 
ing for mutual improvement in the arts and sciences and general intelligence. 

The Public Schools of the city deserve more than a passing notice, and 
yet this brief sketch will only permit a word in detail. All the districts 
within the city limits are so far consolidated as to be placed under a board of 
school commissioners, appointed by the Common Council. All the pupils 
residing in the city, who attend these schools, are taught free of charge. — 
The eight " Primary or Ward Schools," are located in different portions of 
the city, to which all the younger pupils have access. When they sh»ll have 
attained a sufficient standing of scholarship, they are transferred to the Cen- 
tral School. In this buildipg are several departments, in each of which suck 
studies are pursued as are usually taught in our best Academies and higher 
Seminaries. 

Pupils will be able to graduate at this school with a thorough English and 
elassical education, or they may be fitted to enter upon a more extended 
course of study at College, or in our Higher Female Seminaries. The whole 
system is modeled after the best and most approved Public Schools st the 
East, 

MORAL AND BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. 

There are in Janesville two Lodges of Free Masons, one Chapter of Royal 
.Arch Masons, one Odd Fellows' Lodge md ofle Encampment, There 3,n 
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also organizations for assisting tlw ,poor and unfortunate, for promoting the 
cause of Temperance and kindred objects. A Cemetery Association was 
chartered some yeftTs since, iand extensive and delightfril grounds purchased 
and laid out, one mile north of the present city linlits, called " Oak Hill 
Cometery." 

RELIOIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 

In the early gettloji^ent of western communities, amid the difficulties and 
self-denial experienced, the Institutions of religion are too often neglected. 
T^isto some extent was the case in Janesville. Yet ministers of the gospel 
were early fpund visiting the infant settlement and proclainjing the words of 
salvation to attentive and interested hearers. Even before any house of 
sufficient capacity to hold the congregation was erected, religious meetings 
were held. The first meeting of the kind was convene^ under some beauti- 
ful oak trees, a little east of where the Janesville Stage Hou?e was after- 
wards erected. The Methodists, those zealous pioneers in the raai'ch of civ- 
ilization, have the honor of first establishing permanent preaching at this 
point. Clergymen of other denominations soon shared, in these labors, all 
exemplifying the spirit of harmony and love, which should ever characterize 
those engaged in the same great and glorious cause. In process of time the 
institutions of religion assumed a more organized but equally harmonious 
fonri. 

There are now eight organized societies of Christiaps in the city. The 
following statistic3, taken from their records, will give a brief view of the 
period of their organization, the number of original mera'bers, the minister!! 
who have labored with them, the present number of communicants, the size 
and value of their house of worship, (fee. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

As early as the spring of 1841, a small " Methodist Class" was formed 
by Rev. Mr. McKane, preacher on this circuit, and placed under the care of 
Mr. J. P. Wheeler, as leader. During the winter following, all the mem- 
bers of the class removed from the place. The next preacher upon the cir- 
cuit was Rev. Alpha Warren, who was succeeded by Rev Boyd Phelps.— ^ 
During his ministry, in the spring of 1843, the fii-st^erma»ieni class was 
formed, consisting of nine or ten members, and Mr. John Wynn was ap- 
pointed its leader. 

The following preachers have supplied the pulpit of this Society, from 
1844 to the present time: Rev. Messrs. Catlin, Adams-, Lucock, Latin^ 
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Snow, Comfort, Stansbury, Mason, Wood and Requa. The prosperity of 
the Methodist Society in Janesville, may be dated from about the year 1847, 
when Rev. Wesley Latin became preacher in charge. It was during his la- 
bors in 1848, that a small house of worship was erected, of wood, 25 by 35 
feet; and about the same time a parsonage was built. These were subse- 
quently disposed of, and the grounds upon which their present bouse, of 
worship is built, purchased. 

This building was commenced in 1 852^ and in July of the following year, 
so far completed as to be dedicated and used for divine service. It has since 
been fully completed, and reflects much credit upon those who erected it. — 
The entire cost, exclusive of the lot, was about $5,500. Its dimensions are 
45 by T5 feet. 

The present number of communicauts in the church is 204. , A flourish- 
ing Sunday School is connected with the society, having a library of 250 
volumes. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Clergymen of this church had visited Janesville at-stated periods for some 
time before any orgasiization was effected. Among them, we recognize the 
name of Bishop Kemper, who here oiBciated and administered the. sacra- 
ments. 

It was during the ministry of Rev. Thomas J. Ruger, on the 18th day of 
September, 1844, that Trinity Church, Janesville, was organized. There 
were then six communicants. 

Rev. Mr. Ruger continued Rector of the Parish from its organization until 
the 9th of April, 1855, and in September of the same year. Rev. James W. 
Coe became its Rector, which oflBce he still holds. The present^ number of 
communicants is eighty. There is a flourishing Sunday School connected 
with this church, having a library of 200 volumes. 

Their-house of worship was built in 1847-48, and consecrated on the 
14th of June, 1848. It is built of brick, and its dimensions are 42 by 70 
feet. Its cost, exclusive of the grounds, was $4000. It ias a good sized 
bell in the tower, which cost $450. 

BAPTIST CHURCH. 

At an early period of the settlement of this place, ministers of this de- 
nomination occasionally preached here. 

During the ministiy of Rev. Jeremiah Murphy, on the 13th day of Oct., 
1844, the 1st Baptist Church of Janesville was organized with thirteen 
members. 
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Rav. Jeremiah Murphy and Rev. J. D. Eldredge, supplied the desk during 
the years 1846 and '47. In Dec, 1847, Rev. Otis Hacket was called to 
the pastorate of the church, which office he filled until July, 1849. In the 
month of Feb., 1850, Mr. O. J. Dearborn commenced preaching, and in 
December of the same year was ordained and became their pastor. He 
closed his labors with the church in the month of May, 1854, and in Juno 
of the same year, was succeeded by Rev. Wm. H. Douglass, who is the pres- 
ent pastor of the church. The present number of members is o«e hvndred 
and thirty-seven. 

There is a flourishing Sunday Sch'^ol connected wiih this church, having a 
library of 300 volumes. 

During the summer of 1851, their house of worship was built, costing, ex- 
clusive of the lot, $^4728. It was dedicated in Dec. of that year. Its sIm 
i J 44 by 70 feet, built of brick. In the tower is a fine toned bell, which 
cast $350. 

CONGRBGATIOITAL CHURCH. 

Occasional preaching, by ministere of this denomination, had been enjoyed 
for several years previous to the organization of the church. Rev. C. H. A. 
Bulkley commenced stated preaching here in the spring of 1844. On the 
11th of Feb., 1845, assisted by Rev. S. Peet, he organized the First Con- 
gregational Church of Janesville. 

The number entering into covenant on that occasion was fifteen. Rev. 
Mr. Bulkley continued to supply the pulpit of this church until the summer 
of 1846. In the month of November of the same year. Rev. Hiram Foote 
commenced his labors with this church, and is its present pastor. The pres- 
ent number of members is one hundred and ninety. There is an interesting 
and efficient Sunday School connected with the congregation, having a libra- 
ry of 250 volumes. 

A house of worship, built of brick, was erected during the years 1849 
and 1850. It was dedicated in the month of Oct., 1860. During the fol- 
lowing year an addition was made to its length. Its present dimensions are 
40 by 75 feet, and its cost, exclusive of the lot, $4500. 

PKIMITIVB METHODIST CHURCH. 

Rev. Joseph Hewitt commenced preaching as the first minister of this de- 
nomination. The origin of this church was commenced in the formation of 
a class in 1849. 

A house of worship was erected in 1851, at a cost of nearly $800. Mr. 
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Hewitt -was succeeded by Rev. James Alderson in the spring of 1 852. Kev. 
Henry Buss commenced Ws labors in the spring of 1853, and was succeeded 
by Rev Wm. Tompkios the next year, and in June, 1855, the present minis- 
ter in charge. Rev. Reuben If orth, began his labors. 

The present number of members is thirty. A small, but efficient Sunday 
3chool, is connected -with the congregation, having a library of about 100 
volumes. 

CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

Regular and stated services in accordance with the rites and forms of this 
church were established in 1850 by Rev. Patrick Kernan. Prior to this 
period, the Catholics in Janesvillo were occasionally visited by him from 
Geneva, Walworth county. He was succeeded by the present pastor. Rev. 
Michael McFaul, in 1852. 

The present house of worship is built of brick, 30 by 52 feet. A new 
stone church has been commenced, which when completed, will be 56 by 
110 feet, and will cost 110,000. 

UIJIVERSALIST SOCIETT. 

Clergymen of this denomination visited Janesville and occasionally preach- 
ed here as early as 1842. Among them we find the names of Rev. S. 
Barnes and Rev. Q. W. Lawrence. During the year 1845, Rev. C. F. 
LeFevre, of Milwaukee, delivered a series of discourses in Janesville, and 
the following year Rev. F. Whittaker took charge of the congregation, preach- 
ing alternatively in Janesville and Beloit. In the spring of 1850, Rev. J. 
Baker commenced preaching here, and soon organized the " First Universa- 
list Society of Janesville." He continued his labors with the society about 
two yeare, and was soon after succeeded by Rev. C. F. Dodge, of Palmyra, 
who preached here one year. 

The Society have no house of worship, and are at present destitute of 
stated preaching. 

PRESBYTEEIAN CHUECH. 

In the month of March, 1855, Rev. M. W. Staples visited Janesville and 
organized a congregation. 

On the 6th of May following, he, assisted by Rev. Messrs. Savage, Park 
and Gardiner, organized the " First Presbyterian Church of the city of Janes- 
ville," with twelve members. 
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Rev. Mr. Staples became their pastor, and is still upplying their pulpit 
The present number of members is thiiiy. 

A well organized and interesting Sunday School is maintained, having 
160 volumes in the libraiy. During the summer of 1855 their house of 
worship was erected, and on the 15th day of September was dedicated. It 
is built of wood, 29 by 52 feet, and cost, exclusive of the lot, about $1500. 

Most of the above societies maintain public worship twice every Sabhath, 
collecting large and interesting congregations. Occasional preaching is en- 
joyed in the Danish and German languages. 

POPULATION OF JANBSVILLE. 

The growth of, the settlement for a few of the first years of its existence 
was not rapid, and this continued until the lands on the west bank of the 
river were secured by those interested in the prosperity of the town, and un- 
til the water power began to^ be improved. The first census was taken in 
1842, which is here given together with the population in subsequent years, 
as far as it has been preserved : 

In 1842 the population was 215; in 1843, 333; in Oct., 1845,817; in 
Dec., 1847, 1458; in March^ 1.849, 1812; in June, 1850, 3100; in 1863, 
in city, 4800; in 1855, in city, 7018; now, March, 1856, believed to be 
8000. 

Janesville became a city with corporate powere under a charter obtained 
from the Legislature^ in the spring of 1853. Its board of officers elected 
annually are a Mayor, two Aldermen from each ward, a Clerk, a Treasurer, 
a a Assessor, a Surveyor, a Marshal, an Attorney, four Justices of the Peace, 
and a Board of school Commissionei's. A portion of these, with the Com- 
mon CouncD, are elected by the people, the others are appointed by the 
Council. 

COMMERCE AND TRADE. 

From an early period this has been one of the most important inland towni 
in the north-west for the sale of goods. A wide extent of country has from 
the first made this the center of trade. H. F. Janes was the first person 
who sold goods at this point. For some months he kept a small stock of 
groceries and a few dry goods in that " 3d story " of his log tavern, but his 
stock becoming reduced, he at length abandoned the business. 

The first regular merchant, with sign, shelves atid counter, and the para- 
phernalia of a man in trade, was Thomas Lappin. He rented of Mr. V. 
Atwood the framed building to which allusion has already been made, and 
there opened his entire stock in trade. 
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After passing through those trials and reverses which sometimes fall to 
the lot of the youthful and inexperienced, he boldly launched forth into the 
purchase of real estate, and secured a title to the lot upon which his block 
now stands, agreeing to pay for it the sum of one hundred dollars. An- 
other formidable enterprise for those times was the erection of the framed 
building which until recently occupied that corner. By personal labor and 
industry he so far completed a portion of his building as to call it a store, 
and then we find him retufAingfrom Chicago with a stock ofdiy goods, gro- 
ceries and hardware, all paid for, and Costing him one hmidred and twenty- 
five dollars! 

It is needless to speak of the rapid sales of our popular merchant, and how, 
without the aid of baiiks, he remitted his funds to Chicago or Galena by 
st^e drivers, or " some one going in," and received in return a piece of cal- 
ico or factory cloth, a bag of coffee, a barrel of sugar or a chest of tea. 

And our early settlers were easily suited, for there was but a small stock 
of goods from which to select, and but a small stock of pride to gratify. 

As the population of Janesville and vicinity increased, our merchant's stock 
in trade increased, until his shelves were filled with the best and finest fab- 
rics, and his grocery department was equally well supplied. 

Daniel A. Richardson, opened the second store in Janesville, the " Com- 
mercial Block" giving evidence of his success in trade. 

To trace the enterprise and success of those who have engaged in trad© 
for the last ten or twelve years, would not comport with the design of these 
pages. We therefore pass from that early period of commercial enterprise to 
give some items of the prfiselit state of business, under the head of " Statis- 
tical view of Janesville." 

WATBK POWER. 

The settlers at this point had their minds early directed to the improvement, 
of the water power at the rapids. 

But the building of a dam above the town was not seriously thought of 
until about the year 1843. 

Mr. Charles Stevens and others had secured a charter previous to this, 
but they had not decided upon the location for the dam ; when Mr. H. S. 
Hanchet urged the building of it at the point wliere it now stands. Liberal 
donations in property were given him including most of the water power it- 
self on condition that a substantial dam should be erected. His work was 
thoroughly performed, creating a water power of extensive capacity, and ca- 
pable of propelling a great amount X)f machinery. 
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. A saw mill was immediately erected by Mr. Stevens. The remainder of 
the water power was soon sold by Mr. Hanohet, to A. Hyatt Smith, Esq., and 
W. H. H. Bailey, and in 1845, Mr. James McClurg was engaged to erect a 
large flouring mill on the race, now known as the " Big Mill." Subsequent- 
ly, Messrs. Smith, Doe, and Walker became the proprietors of the mill. 

In 1848 the " Farmers Mill"' was built by Mr. Eli Jones, and afterward 
sold to Jackman & Smith. 

About the same period the building erected for a starch factory was pur- 
chased and converted into the " Excelsipr Mills," by Mr. Hamilton Richard- 
son. 

Besides other machinery for the manufacture of furniture, &c., there has 
been another saw mill of great capacity and power erected by Mr. A. K. 
Nonis, and a plow and machine shop by Mr, A, W. Parker, on the East 
side of the river. 

This, the upper water power, has a standing head of 6 feet ; and the stream 
at an ordinary stago, will gauge 1600 inches of water. 

It requires about 1 80 inches to propel one ran of stones in the " Big 
Mill" ; then here is power sufficient to run 83 pairs of such burrs. 

The lower water was improved in 1848 by Ira Mlltimpre, Esq. 

Mr. Miltimore, commencad the house where he now resides, on the 7 th 
day of Oct., 1848, and completed and moved into it on Christmas day 
of the same year. This was the fii'st improvement in " Miltimore's addi- 
tion,'' .or Monterey. He commenced the improvement of the water power 
about the same time. This power has a head of -8 feet, and 12,600 inches of 
water. It is but just begun to be used. There is already in operation, a 
woolen factory, a foundiy, flouring mill, an oil mill, a mill for grinding feed, 
another for grinding water-lime, and machinery for sawing stone. 

Whittaker's Factory, requires about 200 inches to run it. At that rate here 
is sufficient power to ran 62 such factories; or again, a ran of flouring mill 
stones sufficient to grind 16 bushels per hour requires 160 inches water; then 
we here have the requisite water power to propel 80 rans of stones. 

Mr. Miltimore commenced the Monterey bridge in 1848 and it was com- 
pleted the next year. 

The improvement of this water power reflects much credit upon Mr. M. 
But for his enterprise and energy of character, Monterey prohaUy would not 
be noticed in this history, from the fact of its having no tangible existence. 

Here is probably the best stone quary in the State, and the only one 
where blue lime-stone is found. The blue lime composes the lower stratas 
next to the sand stone, and is a superior building material, hard, compact, 
durable and capable of a fine polish. A single block taken from this quarry 
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last season, measured lOjJ feet in length, 8 feet wide, and 14 inches thick 
The material for the construction of the Institute for the Blind, is taken 
from this quary. 

A magnificent Railroad Bridge spa,us the river and valley at this place, 
on the Chicago, St. Paul & Fond du Lac, R. R. It is 1200 feet in length, 
45 feet above the water, and suppoi-ted by substantial stone piers of superior 
mason work. 

RAIL ROADS. 

Janesvillo gives unmistakable evidence of being as noted and conspicuous 
^ the great radiating point, of Railroads, as it formerly has been for being 
the great center of the " Staging" interest of " interior Wisconsin.'' Some 
"centers" are made so artificially/, others naturally. Janesville is so by the 
latter process, and will remain so, notwithstanding the large amount of arti- 
ficial, which has been employed by " out-siders" to unmake it. "What the 
fates decree, man may not avert." 

The Railroad connections already made, and in operation, and those about 
to be completed — together with those projected and in process of construc- 
tion, will soon make this city inferior to none in the state in respect to its 
facilities in this- department. Yet, formerly it had its lights and shadows, 
its hopes and fears, concerning the results of its R. R. enterprises, and had 
it Jiot have been one of those "natural centers,'' would not have stood upon 
the proud eminence it now occupies in this respect. At present, connected 
with Chicago, via. Milwaukee by continuous rail ; with Chicago, via. Beloit 
Belvidere, Chicago & Galena R. R. ; and with Galena and Dubuque by Chicago 
<fe Galena R. R., & 111. Central. By the two former, we have direct com- 
munication with New York, and the East, and by these and the Illinois 
Centra], with Cairo and the whole lower Mississippi in the South. 

The connections about to be made, are still more important to the inter- 
ests of this city than mentioned. The Chicago, St. Paul and Fond du Lac 
Railroad will be completed to this place, from Chicago, in June next, about 
two months, which will form nearly an " air hue" connection. The grade of 
this road is nearly completed, and the iron and ties are on the ground, and 
being laid as speedily as possible. 

This road, when completed, together with its branches, will be the most 
important Road in the North-west, connecting as it will Chicago with the 
Lake Superior Mining country ; also with St. Paul, and the Upper Missis- 
sippi, and must, eventually, bo a link in the Great Pacific northern R. R. — 
Any person skeptical as- to this latter proposition, will have only to take a 
look at a map, in connection with " Gov. Stevens' Report," to be convinced 
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of its truth. A branch of thiss road will connect Janesville with Madison, 
the Capitol of the State, direct, and that city with Chicago by a route of 
some sixty miles nearer than at present, via. Milwaukee. 

The Southern Wisconsin Railroad, now being built, connecting Janesville 
with Dubuque on a direct line, is next in importance to the St. Pauls. The 
contracts on this road are let, and 50 miles of the R6ad via. Monroe, County 
seat of Green, will be finished this fall. A charter for a Railroad along the 
east side of Rock River has been obtained, connecting the towns along the 
river with Rock Island, in Illinois, and Janesville, in Wisconsin. This Rail- 
road gives a direct communication with the Coal Mines of Illinois, which 
wiU be constructed at an early day. With all these connections complete, 
it may be said emphatically of our city, that whatever we may lack natur- 
ally, is more than made up artifidally. 

ADVANTAGES AND DESIRABLENESS OF LOCATION. 

The central position of Janesville, its immense water powers, its commer- 
cial advantages, the agricultural resources of the surrounding country, its sit- 
uation upon several of the most important railroads at the north-west, are 
all marked by the stranger as well as citizen. There are other points of great 
interest to the futiu-e growth and permanent prosperity of the town which 
may be noted. The varied and charming scenery surrounding the town, the 
noble river with its rapid current and clean banks, the beautiful spots for 
residences and parks, the ease with which building materials, such as stone, 
brick, lime and lumber of all kinds, can be obtained ; the excellent water 
which is found by digging, and above all, the healthfdlneSs of the place, which 
is proverbial, make Janesville a most dosirabld place for those seeking a 
western home. 



Mxtrait from a Oommwrdcation from Alderman Levi St. John. [We are 
nnable to give the whole of his interesting article for want of space.] 

I arrived with my family at Rock River, Oct. 5th., 1836, and went into 
a log house on the fann now owned by Mr. Cobb, with my brother, his wife 
having died the June previous. 

The first election in the county was held at my brother's house five days 
after my arrival. The number of votes cast was very small. I, at that time, 
knew and traded with every man in the county, having brought in leather. 
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boots, ^oesj.^o.^ ^AjL this. jjm^.t^ete were only six white women within six 
miles of Janesville, and none ait Beloit. 

We procused our jprovisiona with great diflBculty, and were oblio'ed to pay 
$3 per cwt. for hauling from Milwaul&ee or Chicago, which, added to the 
cost^mado our flour stand us at $21 and pork $40 per barrel,salt 15 and sal- 
eratus 25 cents per pound, and butter from three to six shillings. But the 
greatest trouble after all was to procure seed for sowing. I rode into Illi- 
nois, and at the end of four days' travel, succeeded in obtaining only three 
bushels of buckwheat, for which I. paid $6,,, and thought myself very fortu- 
nate at that. For the first 12 bushels of oats that I sowed, I paid $24. 

Bred as I was to the business of fanning and tanning, in the quiet old 
town of Hubbardton, Vennont, I had very little idea of what vicissitudes a 
frontier life subjected a man tOi I have frequently camped on the prairies 
or openings, rolled myself in my blanket and gone to sleep, with nothing to 
break the stillness of the scene but the howling of the wolves. 

At that early day the Indians were quite numerous in this part of Wis- 
consin. I have frequently visited their camps, gone into their wigvi^aras and 
bought honey and maple sugar of them. 

At times as many as a dozen Indians have rode up to my house armed 
with tomahawks, knives and loaded guns ; and I have at such limes thought 
how easy a matter it would be. for them to butcher my family, if they were 
so disposed. It was reported from time to time that they intended to have 
a general rising, and massacre all the whites; in fact they did murder a man 
on Rock river, near its head,, by the name of Burnett, and wounded another. 
But they were always friendly to me, and I have traded a great deal with 
them. They learned to be quite shrewd in their traflac. If they had a large 
lot of peltries or fish to sell, they would only show a few of the poorest at 
first, and then producing more, and so on until they sold out. 

The Indians are remarkably generous, always offering their visitors some- 
thing to eat. I was generally in the ha,bitof feeding them when they call- 
ed at my house. I have frequently given a loaf of broad to a company of 
half a dozen, when the one who received jt would divide it, reserving the 
largest share for himself. Indians always share together ; no matter whose 
pappoose it is, he has his spoon in the succotnsh as long as it lasts. But 
the Indians, together with the deer and wolves, have left. 

Those were days of romance, when the ndes of etiquette were laid aside. 

The highest tax was for the necessaries of life. We then enjoyed ourselves 

in visiting, riding in a two horse or ox wagon or cart, with old Golden and 

lis mate snuflBng up the fragrance of the prairie air. No political or road 

ontetitions, for we traveled where we pleased, and voted for whom we pleas- 
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ed. But those good and bright days are gone, and are succeeded by fiish-. 
ion and exorbitant taxes. Yours, &c,. 

Col. O. GuEENSKy, LEVI ST. JOHN. 

Corresponding Secretary, dec. 



STATISTICAL VIEW OF THE CITY OF JANESVILLE. 



PREPARED BY 0. GUERNSEY. 



The design of this "view'' is to show the real business facilities and sta- 
tistical facts of our young inland city. The reader who peruses the preeed' 
ing pages, will readily perceive the contrast between Janesvillc, under the 
dynasty of Black Hawk a little more than twenty years since, and its pres- 
ent state. Notwithstanding the immense amount of business, and the unex- 
ampled growth of the city, it does not keep pace with the development of the 
surrounding counti-y, on the improvement and prosperity of which it depends 
for support. The original village plat covered less than " o whole quarter 
section," although the county purchased that quantity, simply, because by a 
law of Congress it could claim that amount of land, not that any one sup. 
posed at that day it would ever be needed for the " village." Subsequently^ 
as the village limits have extended, contiguous territory has been platted by 
the proprietors, until at present we have " Pease's addition ;" " Shaw and 
Pixley's addition ;" " Bailey and Dickson's addition ;" " Palmer and Suther- 
land's addition ;" " Smith and Bailey's addition ;" " Smith, Bailey and 
Stone's addition ;" " Doe's addition ;" "A. Hyatt Smith's addition ;" "Mitch- 
ell's addition ;" "Miltimore's addition;" "Croft's addition;" " Hield's addi- 
tion;" "Noggle's addition;" "Monterey;" " Clark and Withrow's addi- 
tion," &c. 

The chartered limits of the city cover an area of 7-^ square miles, or 
4,800 acres; and, although we only claim that we now have a small city, 
yet the reader doubtless will agree with us, when we insist upon it that we 
have ample " space" for a larpe one, 
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THE FIRST TLOURING MILL. 

The first improvement of the water power in Janesville was an auspicious 
day in its history, in fact an emphatic era, and whatever credit may be due 
to several of our enterprising and public spirited citizens, Hon. A. Hyatt 
Smith stands at the head of the list, and is entitled to more praise than any 
other, or all others, for the improvements at that early date. The projection 
and building of the " Big Mill" by Mr. Smith, contributed more to the b«si- 
ness and growth of the town than any other one event in its history. 

The following is a birds-eye view of the business of Janesville under the 
general heads of its various branches. 

GRIST AND rLOURINQ MILLS. 

" The Janesville Big Mill" owned by Hon. A. Hyatt Smith and M. 0. 
Walker. It is leased and run at present by L. E. Stone and J. C. Jenkins, 
at a rent of $4,000 per year. 

It has six runs of stones, and is capable of manufacturing 300 barrels of 
flour per day of 24 hours. 

One-half, or three runs of stones, for the manufacture of merchant work, 
and the other three for custom and merchant work. The custom wT>rk av- 
erages about 250 bushels per day. 

This mill is 50 by 80 feet; five stories high, including the attic, and cost 
145,000. 

Farmers' Mills, Owned by Aid. T. Jackman and S. W. Smith. It has 
three runs of stones, and manufactures 150 barrels of flour per day. The 
custom work is about 100 bushels per day. 

This mill is 60 by 40 feet, and four stories high, and cost $20,000. 

Excelsior Mill — A. Hyatt Smith, owner. It has two runs of stones, ca- 
pable of manufacturing 100 barrels of flour per day. 60 by 50 feet, four 
stories, and cost $20,000. 

Monterey Mill — Owned by Heller <fe Henderson, and cost $4,000 — wa- 
ter power. 

It has three runs of stones, and does custom work mostly, and grinds 
about 150 bushels per day. The building is 26 by 50 feet, and two stories. 

Monterey Stone Mill — Owned by C. Dustin. The building is of stone, 
30 by 45 feet and three stories. It contains an excellent oil mill, a corn 
and cob crusher, and patent mill for grinding feed, which will grind 180O 
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bushels per montli of corn in the ear; also a run of bur stones for custom 
■work. In connection with this mill is a stone sawing machine with two 
gangs of 10 saws each, and average about 100 surface feet per day. At this 
mill, sand stone, white or blue limestone are sawed to order for all kinds 
of building purposes. Amount of stone sawed the past year, $6,000.— 
Amount of rough stone sold from quarry, $6000. 

WOOLEN FACTORY. 

F. Whittaker, Esq., the proprietor, built this factory in 1849, and filled it 
with the best eastern machinery in 1850. The building is of stone. The 
main part is 37 by 51 feet, four stories, with a wing 30 by 43 feat, two sto- 
ries, and an addition in the rear 18 by 25 feet, one story. 

From 16 to 25 hands are employed, and will use from 25,000 to 
40,000 lbs. of wool, and manufacture from 30,000 to 40,000 yards of cloth 
in a year. 

This factory was designed as a custom mill for the farmers of Rook county 
and vicinity, and is by them liberally patronized. It is located in the lower 
part of the city, on one of the best water powers in the west. 

FIRST SAW MILL. 

In meting out credit to our enterprising citizens, we should be guilty of a 
dereliction of duty, did we neglect to accord to Charles Stevens, Esq., one 
of our early settlers, his due share. 

Mr. Stevens has the credit of having built the first saw mill in Janesville ; 
he also built the " Old Stage House," the " Old Stevens House," &c. He 
represented his Assembly District in the Legislature in 1853. 

SAW MILLS. 

The old Stevens Mill, owned and nm by I. M. Norton and 0. B. Ford — 
water power — on the west side of the river. It has one largo circular saw 
five feet in diameter, and one upright saw. This mill cuts hard wood lum- 
ber mostly; has cut about 1,500,000 feet during the past year, and is capa- 
ble of cutting at least 3,000,000 by running it nights. 

A. K. Norris & Co. — Water power and steam mill. The water power 
cuts 20,000 feet of lumber in 24 hom-s; runs three saws; also a lath ma- 
chine cutting 10,000 feet per day. . 20 men employed. 

Steam Mill cuts 8,000 feet per day; employs six men. These mills run 
about nine months each year, and saw pine logs only. The logs are rafted 
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to Fond du Lac, thence transported on tlio railroad to Rock river, and rafted 
and run down to Janesvilie. 

CARRIAGE MANUFACTORIES. 

John Tompkinson employs 18 workmen, and manufactures carriages en- 
tire ; wood work, ironing and painting. Wright & Wilson employ 6 work- 
men. Robert Hodge employs ll workmen. Uriah Story employs 11 work- 
men. Ti(j6 & Bro., Monterey, employ 3 workmen. Henderson & Trotter 
employ 6 workmen. 

HOUSE, SIGN AND ORNAMENTAL PAINTING. 

Doolittle & Amsden, just above William's block. George Gray, in My- 
ers' building, on the bridge. 

AMBROTTPE AND DAGnERREOTYPE GALLERIES. 

J. E. Powers, Lappin's Block. Thompson & Loudon, Exchange Block, 
opposite "Big Mill." C. D. Perkins, Farwell's Block. 

FCBNITTJRE WARE HOUSES AND CABINET MANUFACTORIES. 

Morse & Martin, proprietors— 40 men employed. Machinery — 3 circular 
saws, two upright saws, one planer, one morticing and tenon machine, four 
turning lathes and a husk machine — ^water power. Amount manufactured 
during the past year, $18,000. Amount of sales during the past year, $25,- 
000. 

Levi Moses & Co., proprietors; — 12 men employed. Amount of manu- 
factures since Sept., 1855, $5^000. Amount of sales since Sept., 1855, 
$5,000. 

Puffer & Church, proprietors — 12 men employed. Amount manufac- 
tured the past year, $8,000. Amount of sales the past year, $12,000. 

R. Brand & Co., employ 16 workmen. Sales the past year, $8,000. 

BRICK TARDSi 

Levi Alden & Bro., have manufactured the past year 2,500,000 bricks; at 
the price of $6 per M., amounts to $15,000. 

A. Hyatt Smith manufactured 1,000,000 bricks, which amounts to $6,- 
000. 

iiANDFACTORtES OF FARMING IMPLEMENTS. 

A. W, Parker & Co. — This company, during the past year have manu- 
12 
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faciured 400 steel plows, and 200 harrows and cultivator. They are now 
prepared to extend their business, having purchased the old distillery and 
brewery, and rebuilt and fitted it up for the more commendable purpose of 
manufacturing farming implements of various kinds. The new building, in 
addition to the old stone building, is 24 by 80 feet, 2 stories high. 

Their machinery is propelled by water power — one circular saw and one 
upright saw, one grinding and polishing machine for finishing plows. They 
now employ 12 workmen, and when spring opens intend to increase the 
number to 20. 

JANKSVILLE IRON WORKS. 

Joseph H. Budd, proprietor: This is a very extensive manufacturing es- 
tablishment ; and the gentlemanly proprietor is entitled to much credit for 
his enterprise in manufacturing, Farming and Mechanical Implements, thus 
keeping much money in the country that formerly was sent to the eastern 
manufacturers, and our farmers should consider their obligation to sustain so 
commendable an enterprise. 

The buildings consist of a brick machine shop, three stories high, iron front 
35 by 55 feet; wood finishing shop, 30 by 40 feet, two stories: blacksmith 
shop 30 by 70 feet 1^ story ; foundry 45 feet square ; pattern shop 22 feet 
square, 3 stories; 2 store-houses 24 feet square, two stories; boiler room 12 
by 30 feet, one story, and 150 feet of sheds. 

Seventy-five men have been employed during the past season in the 
various branches of this establishment, and thoy have manufactured machine- 
ry and farming implements, chiefly the latter, to the amount bf $70,000. — 
During the past season $6,000 worth of tools, patterns, and out buildings, 
were added to the manufactory. There is now in process of construction 
$30,000 worth of Machinery and Castings. The facilities for doing work 
have been doubled the past season, and the shop is now capable of employ- 
ing 120 hands, suificient to manufacture $120,000 worth of work. 

Amon T the various kinds of work manufactured, may be mentioned : Sta- 
tionary Engines, Portable Engines and Boilers, Threshing Machines, E,eap- 
ers. Plows, and Corn-shellers, with other farming tools, and Stove and other 
castings. 

JANESVILLE SASH, DOOR, AND BLIKD MANUFACTORT AND STEAM PLANING MILL. 

Hume, Booth & Co., proprietors. — Their main building is 112 feet on Cen- 
ter Street, and 26 feet on River Street, and a wing on the South side 35 by 
■50 feot, all two stories high, also an engine room 25 by 22 feet. 
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Machinery. — 1 Woodworth Flooring Maeliine ; 1 Norcross Surfacing Ma- 
chine; 1 Daniels' Traversing Machine; 1 Edging Saw. One Siding Saw. 
Three Circular Saws. One Scroll Saw. One full sett of Fay & Go's. Sash 
Machinery. One power Morticing Machine. Two foot Morticing Machines, 

The above machinery is propelled by a 40 horse power steam engine. 

They employ 80 men in the various branches, and have worked up during 
the past year, 600,000 feet of lumber. 

Amount manufactured the past year $50,000. 

DOTY AND BURNHAm's SASH FACTORY., 

Shop, 26 by 39 feet; three stories high. 

Machinery. — 3 Circular Saws; 1 Tenon Machine; 1 Sticking Machine. 
One Grooving Machine. One Rabbeting Machine. One Boring and Mor- 
tioeing Machine. One Grind Stone. 

This Machinery is propelled by 2 horses, and a current water wheel. 

They have used the past year about 100,000 feet of lumber, averaging 
|30 per M. Amount of Manufactures the past year is $8,000. They 
employ 9 men. 

bpencbr's sash, door and bund factory, 

la to be propelled by Water power, and will be completed in a few weeks. — 
It is situated on the Race, jjist above the " Big Mill." 

UVERY STABLSa.. 

Wood <fe Moon. — Four men employed; 15 horses; 15 carriages^ 
HowuiND & Trask. — Employ 6 men; 30 horses; 27 carriages, 6 of 

them double. Their best carriage cost $1000. 

E. J. Fbnton, proprietor. — Employs five men. 22 horses, 16 , carriages, 

8 cutters. 

J. L. D. Eyoleshimbr& Co. — Employ 6 men; 28 horses; 18 carriages, 
and sleighs. Their b,est carriage cost $800. 

Jknks & Buck. — ^Employ 4 rnen; 14 horses; 10 carriages. They have 
just commenced business.. 

marble works. 

U. C. Vanvlbck. — Employs 6 workmen. His manufactures are most-_ 
ly monuments and has amounted during the past year to $10,000. His, 
marble mostly comes fVom Vermont,. 
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FODNDKRIES. 

,T. H, BuDD ; N, Caeeiee. 

SOAP AND CANDLE liANXJFACTOEY. 

Petke Myers, proprietor.^ — Amount of Caudles manufactured, duringthe 
past year, $5,000. Amount of Soap, |2,5O0. He bas also packed 6.00 
barrels of Pork, 120 barrels oi Lard; 1200 Hams, ^^d 1200 Sbo^ldeis. 

MEAT MARKETSi ; 

Miles & DoLS ON, proprietors. — 'Employ 5 men ; iate butchered during 
tlie past year,, ?50 bae.ves,.1460 sbeep, 100 calves, 730 fat Jiogs, htisides 
what they have packed, which amounts to 200 barrels; 40 barrels; Lard; 
500 Hams averaging 20 lbs. each; 500 Shoulders averaging 16 lbs each. 

Thomas M. Lynch, proprietors.— ^Employs 4 men. Ho hsts during the 
past year butchered 365 beeves, 730 sheep, 200 calvfls, 365 fatihogs; also 
packed 100 barrels pork, 6G0 haiiis, 8D barrels lard. 

H. & G. ScARCLiFF, proprietors. — Employ 4 men. Havei butchered the 
past year 365 beeves, 750 sheepj 60 Calves, 365 hogs and packed 40 barrels 
iard> ' 

SADDLE AiJD HAENESS M ANBFACTaEIES . 

J. M. Biker, ettiployg 16 workmen. H. S. Woodruff, employs 9 workmen. 
A. Shearer, employs 7 workmen. Chase & Joslyn, employ 5 workmen. — 
Wm. Wright employs 2 workmen. H. H. Meader, eitiploys 2 workmen — ■ 
Harness, and carriage trimmingi 

CORN totlQM MANUFACTORtBS. 

Parker & Smith, employ 7 -tvorkmen,, who manufacture 300 brooms per 
dayi A, C. Bates, & BrOi, employ 5 meuj they average about 200 brooms 
per day; 

BOOT AND SHOE MANUFACTORIES. 

J. Bi Dimodc, bthploys 20 men. J; T. Wi Murry, employs 10 men. — 
James Hutson, employs, 12 men. John Baxtdrj employs 6 men. F. W. 
LoudoDj employs 4 men, 

LUMBER YARDS; 

T. B. & L. Pifieidj pro. ttume, Booth & Co., pi'O. A. W. Story, pro.— 
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Prime & Boyd, pro., two yards. Robert Ross, pro, H, C. Bull <fe Co., pro. 
Young & Hanchett, pro. 

Whole amount sold during the past year, 8,080,000 feet of luiiiber, aver- 
Bging $21,50 per M, and amounting to $216,720. Shingles, 4,750,000, av- 
eraging $4,00 per M, amounting to $19,000, Lath, 1,975,000 feet, avera- 
ging |8 per M, amounting to $16,800. 

NUKSERY, HOETIOULTURE & GABPENIlirG, 

Nwnher of trees in their several Nurseries, ' ' 
E. B. & J. F, Drake, proprietors^ They have 3 yards— 1,000,000 apple 
trees; 15,000 pear trees; 1,000 cherry trees; also ornamental shi-ubbery of 
various kinds. . •. 

Colby <fe Willey, proprietors. They have 1 yard— 1,000,000 apple trees, 
6,000 pear trees, 6,000 cheriy trees, 10,000 evergreens, 400 varieties orna- 
mental shrubs and shade trees. They intend to plant two barrels of apple 
seeds the present spring, 

G-. J. & S. H. Kellogg, proprietors. They have 2 yaEds^75,000 apple 
trees, 2,000 eherry trees, and an assortment of grapes, currants, and Goose- 
berries; 2,000 roses, (eighty varieties,) lOOO pieplants, 1,000 ornamental 
ishrubs of various kinds. 

Loudon & Robinson, proprietors. They have 1 yard — 150,000 apple 
trees, 1,000 pear trees, 5,000 plums. 

Francis Dano, proprietor. One yard — 20,000 apple trees. 

AMOUNT OF MAN0FAOTURE3 IN THE CITT OF JANESVILLE, DURING THE 

PAST YEAH. 

Flour and Meal, - - $225,000 

Lumber, - - - 102,500 

Chairs, . 2,000 

Carriages, - 45,050 

Marble, - - 9,872 

Soap and Candles, 7,500 

Farming Implements and machinery, 81,500 

Blacksihithing, independent of caniage manufacturing, 1 0,000 

Corn Brooms, - . . 13,000 

Saddles and Harnesses, - . 36,000 

Cigars, - 13,560 

Baking, - 8,950 

Confectionery, - - - 2,960 

Tin Ware and Stove Pipe, - 63,500 
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Gkinsmithing, ^ 600 

Clothing, - 51,1H 

Hats, Caps, (fee, - 2,000 

Millinery, 5,281 

Boots and Shoes, - - - 58,600 

Furniture and Upholstery, • - - 39,987 

Bricks, - . - 21,000 

Lime, 9,^00 

Whips, - - - 500 

Coopering, - - - 750 

.Sash, Doors, Blinds, &c., . . - - 56,000 

Woolen goods, 20,000 

Daguerreian and Oil Painting, - - 6,756 

Book-binding, . - 3,200 . 

Stones from the quary at Monterey, both sawed and rough, 1 2,000 

Total amount, $909,100 

feUSINESS SALES IN JANE8VIL1B DURIHa THE PAST YEAR. 

Dry Goods sales, - - $370,000 

Hardware, Stoves and Tinware, - - - 1 45,000 

Clothing Store sales, - - - 1 05,000 

Grocery and Provision Store sales, - 390,000 

Drug Store sales, - - 103,000 

Shoe Store Sales, - 79,000 

Livery Stable receipts, - 34,000 

Soap and Candle Factory sales, - 7,500 

Farming Implements and Machinery sales, - 81,500 

Blacksmithing, - • - - 10,p00 

Hats, Caps and Furs sold, - - - 1 8,000 

Saloon receipts, - ,- - - 41,000 

Jewelry and V^ariety Store sales, - , - 29,000 

Book and Variety sales, - 31,000 

Music Store sales, - - 23,200 

Furniture and Upholstery sales, 42,000 

Fruit Store sales, ... 27,000 

Auction Store sales, - - 25,000 

Gunsmith sales, - 600 

MiUinery business, - ... 6,000 

Leather Store sales, - - 36,000 

Cigar and Tobacco sales, 18 200 
Butchering business — beeves, butchered and sold at retail, 1280, 

averaging $35 each, . 44 goO 

Three hundred and fifty calves, $1,050; 1450hogs,$16,312, 17^362 

Two thousand nine hundred and forty sheep, averaging $2,25, 6,615 

Nine hundred barrels of Pork packed, averaging $16, 14,400 

Two hundred and eighty barrels Lard, $24, 6 720 
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Twenty-Uiree hundred haras, and seventeen hundred s'-ioulders, 5,661 

Saddle and Harness, - - - - 34,000 

Corn Broom, - - 1 3,000 

Sale of Coal,' 350 tons, average price $12,50, - 4,375 

Sales of Stone, Monterey, - - 12,000 
Sales of Lumber, 8,080,000 foet averaging |21,o0 per M., 173,720 

Shingles, 4,750,000 M. averaging $4, - 19,000 

Lath, 1,975,000 feet averaging 88, - 15,800 

Ntirsery and Horticulture sales, - - - 11,800 

Woolen Factory business, , . - 20,000 

AGORRQATB AMOUMT OF PRODUCE OF THB VARIOUS KINDS PURCHASED DURING 

TUB PAST yEAR IN THE CITY, BY THE SEVERAL PRODUCE BUYERS 

AND EITHER SHIPPED OR MANUFACTURED. 



Wheat— 535,670 bushels average 


price 


$1,25, 


678,084 


Corn— 169,050, 


it 


u 


60, 


101,400 


Oats— 57,000, 


n 


u 


m, 


21,375 


liarley — 42,450, " 


u 


il 


91, 


38,630 


Kye— 11,865, 


*■' 


i( 


87i, 


10,382 


Pork— 3,042,000 lbs 


it 


i( 


5, 


152,000 


Potatoes— 10,550 bus 


u 


a 


60, 


6,330 


Grass Seed — 2,061 bus. 


t4 


«i 


1,75, 


3,607 


Broom Cora— 291,396 lbs. 


" 


ti 


4, 


11,640 


Wool-|186,100lbs 


" 


" 


33i, 


62,033 


Hides— 128,240 lbs 


" 


(( 


#, 


5,771 


Oame, Live Stock, Eggs, <tc 


'•) 


- 




16,690 


Wood— 20,000 cords, |4,00 


per cord, 


- 


80,000 



3,194,009 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MANUFACTORIES AND BUSINESS ESTABLISHSIENTS. 

One State Institute for the education of the Blind; 1 Academy; 1 Court 
House; 1 Jail; 2 County buildings, one of stone, the other brick; 7 Church- 
es; 7 Hotels, and the Stevens House under contract, and will cost at least 
$140,000; 4 Banks; 4 Flouring Mills ; 1 Cora and cob grinder; 1 Oil mill; 

1 Gristmill for custom work entirely ; 5 Lime Kilns; 2* Manufactories of 
farming implements; 2 Foundories; 1 Steam planing mill; 1 Steam Engine 
manufactory ; 1 Woolen Factory ; 1 Water-lime mill ; 1 Stone-sawing mill ; 

2 Sawmills, water power ; 1 steam saw mill ; 2 Brick yards ; 2 Cora broom 
factories; 2 Chair factories ; 6 Carriage factories and Wheelwright shops ; 1 
Gunshop; 4 Cabinet Manufactories; 1 3 Blacksmith shops ; 1 Fanning mill 
shop ; 5 Sash, Door and Blind factories ; 8 Shoemakers shops ; 6 Tin and 
Stove pipe factories; 7 Saddle and Harness shops; 3 Cigar factories; 3 
Slaughter Houses ; 1 Cooper shop ; 1 Soap and Candle factory ; 1 Book- 
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bindery; 3 Paint shops ; 3 Barber Shops; 4 Bakeries; 6 Millinery shops ; 
2 Whip factories; 2 Confectionary factories; 1 "Water-lime factory; 12 
Produce warehouses near Eailroad Depot; 1 Marble factory ; 10 Lumber 
yards ; S Meat markets ; 5 Livery stables ; 2 Livery stables for the sale of 
Horses ; 1 Eastern Carriage Repository ; 4 Watchmakers shops ; 1 Stage of- 
fice; eleven Clothing Stores ; 4 Hardware stores; 11 Dry Goods stores; 3 
Drug stores ; 1 Leather store ; 1 Fur store ; 1 Temple of Fancy ; 2 Hat, 
Cap and Fur stores ; 3 Fruit stores ; 4 Upholstery and Furniture ware-hous- 
es; 23 Groceries and provision stores; 1 Book store; 1 Book and Variety 
store; 2 Music stores; 2 Liquor stores; 4" Shoe stores; 3 Jewelry and Va- 
riety stores; 2 Auction stores; 1 Seed and Agricultural implement store; 3 
Daguerreian and Ambrotype rooms ; 8 Saloons ; 8 Tailor shops ; 1 Coal yard ; 
4 weekly newspapers ; 2 dailies ; 8 ^Nurseries ; 3 Depots, one each, for the 
sale of Mannys, Atkins, and Morgan & Williams' reapers ; 2 Fire engine 
houses ; 1 Theatre ; 2 public Halls, " Young America" and " Lappin's" ; 1 
Artesian Well company ; 1 Gas company; 1 Hydraulic company; 1 Lafay- 
ette Fire and Marine Insurance Co.; 1 Cemetery association; 1 monthly 
journal. 

BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. 

One Odd FeUows lodge ; 1 Encampment; 2 Free Mason lodges ; 1 Chap- 
ter of Royal Arch Masons. 

LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS. 

•Tanesville Lyceum ; Mechanics Institute ; Janesville Free Academy ; Fe- 
male Seminary; Instituo for the Blind; Rock County Agricultural Socie- 
ty and Mechanics Institute^ office at Janesville; 3 Select Schools; 8 Prima- 
ry Schools. 

OCCUPATIONS OF THE CITIZENS OF JANESVILLE. 

Three Fruit-sellers ; 40 grocers ; 82 clerks in stores and groceries ; 57 mer- 
chants; 59 shoemakers; 62 blacksmiths; 50 wheelwrights and carriage 
makers; 5 marble cutters ; 20 stone cutters; 69 inasons; 209 carpenters 
and joiners; 6 millwi-ights; 30 printers; 6 editors; 2 telegraph operators; 
45 hcensed draymen; 14 music teachers; 10 lime manufacturers; 50 brick 
makers; 16 nurserymen; 2 gunsmiths; "79 cabinet makers; 26 tin and 
stove pipe manufacturers ; 31 livery men ; 14 saloon keepers and barkeepers ; 
3 fanning mill makei-s ; 2 confectionery manufacturers ; 39 saddle and har- 
ness makers; 15 cigar makers; 12 corn broom makers; 5 soap and candle 



185 

makers; 89 sast, door and blind maters; 89 manufacturers of farming im- 
plements and macMnistS; 51 painters; 129 tailors and clothing makers ; 20 
ministers; 32 lawyfere; 20 jshysicians and dentists; 2 whip makers; 19 
millers; 20 produce buyers ; 16 bank officers; 3 dentists; 9 Daguerreian 
artists; 2 engravei-s; 2 hatters; 13 butchers; 8 bakers; 9 tavern keepers ; 
8 watchmakers; 5 barbers; 6 chairmakers; 2 book binders; 3 coopers; 36 
sawyers; 29 lumbermen; 24 school teachers ; 8 founderymen; 21 woden 
factory operatives ; 4 stone sawyers ; 4 stage agents; 12 ciyil engineers; 18 
farmers; 7 tavern clerks and Bartenders; 1 sheriff of the county; 1 under 
sheriff; 1 register of deeds; '3 deputy registers of deed; 1 deputy clerk of 
court; 1 clerk of the board of supervisors; 1 county treasurer; '1 senator of 
the present legislature ; 1 member of assembly of the present legislature ; 1 
clerk of present assembly ; 1 sergeant at arms of present senate ; 1 freight 
agent at depot; 4 reaper agents; 25 produce receivers; 9 railroad men at 
the depot; 1 chief justice of the supreme court, Hon. E. V. Whiton. 

MILITAKY. 

" Jancsville City Guards," htavy infantry ; 46 rank and file. Uniform — 
Gray, with black facings. Arms — percussioned muskets. OflScejs^ — C. G. 
Gillett, Capt. Wm. Addy, 1st Lieut. Wm. H, Parker, 2d. Lieut. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

W. W. Holden, President; J. D. Eexford, Vice President; F. A.Kim- 
ball, Treasurer; J. H. Vermilye, Secretary; Ira Justin, Chief Engineer; 
Wm. B. Britton, asst. engineer; W. S. Chase, 2d asst. engineer. 

Fire Wardens. — E. L, Eoberts, 1st ward; T. B. WooUiscroft, 2d ward; 
M. C. Smith, 3d ward ; Wm. Macloon, 4th ward. 

Roele Biver Engine Co. No. 1. — ^60 members; G. S. StrasSberger, Fore- 
man; Daniel McDougald, 1st assistant; J. V. Andrews, 2d assistant; T. 
W. Gibbs, Secretary ; J. D. Rexford, Treasurer ; S. Foord, Jr., Steward. 

Water Witch Ungine Co. No. 2. — 57 members; Wm. Kemp, Foreman ; 
John E. Peck, Assistant; B. B. Eldredge, Secretary; Chas. H. Windt, 
Treasurer; H. Higgins, Engineer; T. B. WooUiscroft, Steward. 

Independent Badger Engine Co. No. 3. — 50 members; E. G. Crandal], 
Foreman; K. Holmes, 1st asst. ; R. Bryan, 2d asst.; S. E. McKey, Secreta- 
ry ; B. Chapin, TTeasurer. ' 
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Janesville City Engine Co. Ko. 4.^33 members; Charles Yates, Fore- 
man; J. W. Belton, 1st asst. Foreman; Joseph James, 2d asst. Foreman; 
Warren A. Wells, Steward; A. H. Johnson, Secretary; Daniel Clow, Treas- 
urer. 

SACK OOMPAjnr, NO. 1. 

Ira Justin, Jr., Foreman ; J. M. Hazelton, Assistant ; S. W. Smith, Sec- 
retary; W. W. Holdet), Treasurer; M. C. Smith, Steward; 20 member'. 

KB8CUE HOOK <fc LADDER COMPANY, KO 1. 

J. B. Rolhchild, Foreman; Wm. M. D. Bird, Assistant Foreman; John 
H. Jewell, Secretary; Joseph S. Sayer, Treasurer; 50 raemlers. 

BANKS. 

Badger State — E. L. Dimock, Prest., H. C. Matteson Cash. 

Janesville City Bank — Henry B. Buuster, Prest., Samuel Lightbody, 
Vice Prest., Josiah T. Wright, Cashier. 

Central Bank— 0. W. Norton, President; W. A. Lawrence, Cashier.— 
Board of Directors.— Warren Norton, Wm. H. Tripp, F. S. Eldred, S. G. 
Williams, J. F. Willard, J. D. Rexford, Z. P. Burdick, L. J. Bartows, E. A. 
Foot, Jonathan Corey. 

Rock County Bank — Timothy Jackman, Pi'est., J. B. Crosby, Cashier. 
Directors — T. Jackman, J. B. Crosbys J. J. R. Pease, J. C. Jenkins, M. 
C. Smith, L. E. Stone, B. F. Pixley, J. L. Kimball, A. Palmer. 

OFFICERS OF THE CITY OF JAiJESVILLE 1855-6. 

Mayor, Edward L. Dimock ; President of the Board, EUery A. Howland ; 
Clerk, Amos P. Priohai'd; Assistant Clerk, Orriti Guernsey; Marshal, T. C. 
Sleeper; Treasurer, F. A.Kimball; Attorney, G. W. Gumming; Assessor, 
Henry 0. Wilson ; Surveyor, A. B. Miller. 

Aldermen. — First Ward ; David Noggle, James H. Ogilvie, John S. Kim- 
ball. 

Second Ward; J. B. Crosby, Timothy Jackman, S. C. Bnrnhara. 
Third Ward; EUery A. Howland, Lewis E. Stone, Levi St. John. 
Fourth Ward ; John H. Vermilye, Ira Miltimore, S. Foord. ' 

Justices of the Peace. — Fist Ward; S. J. Belton; 2d Ward, A. C. Bates; 
3d Ward, L. Field; 4th Ward, Franklin Whittaker. 
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Oomtables. — 1st ward, John O. Sparling ; 2d ward, Ira BurBhain ; Sd 
■ward, Thomas W. Brogan ; 4th Ward, James G. Alden. 

School Commissioners. — 1st ward, James Sutherland; 2d ward, S. W. 
Smith; 3d ward, G. W. Lawrence; 4th ward, Andrew Palmer. 

HISTORY or JANESVILLE NEWSPAPERS. 

JanetviUe Gazette. — 'The first number of the Gazette was published on 
the 14th, of August, 1845, hy Levi Alden and E. A. Stoddard, the fii-m be- 
ing known by the name of Alden & Stoddard. On the 6th day of Decem- 
ber, 1845, Mr. Stoddard sold his interest in the establishment to Wm. F. 
Tompkins, and it was thenceforward published by Alden & Tompkins, but 
its editorial conduct was exclusively under the control of the first named of 
the firm. Mr. Tompkins sold out his interest the latter part of September, 
1846, and Mr. Alden became the sole proprietor, though the name of Mr. 
H. G. Grattan appeared thereafter as joint proprietor, till the 14th of Sep- 
tember, 1848, when Mr. Alden became Sole publisher as well as proprietor. 
On the 7th of December, 1848, Mr. Chas. Holt purchased one-half interest 
in the paper, and became joint publisher and editor. It was published by 
Alden & Holt, until March 19th, 1855, when -Mr. Holt purchased the inter- 
est of Mr. Alden, and became sole editor and publisher. The politics of the 
Glazette were whig until the organization of the republican party in July, 
1854, when it united with the organization. 

Democratie Standard.'^Tho Rock Co. Democrat was established by Gen. 
G. W. Crabb, in 1846, and Continued under his management until the fall 
of 1848, when the Gen. having changed his politics, or in other words, be- 
come infected with " Bambunier " notions, was nominated as the Freeseil 
candidate for member of Congress from his district. He changed the name 
of the paper to " Freesoil Democrat." After a fevf weeks it went into the 
hands of Charles S. Jordan, who issued two or three numbers, /when it was 
suspended until March 1st, 1849, when its publication was resumed under 
the title of " Rook County Badgftr," by John A. Brown, with A. T. Gray 
associated with him as Co-editor.' Oct. 20th, 1850, Mr, Gray retired, and 
Gen. Crabb, associated with Mr. Brown, as editor and publisher, under the 
firm of Crabb & Brown, and the name changed to " Badger State.'' This 
arrangement continued until May 17, 1851, when the Gen. retired and Mr. 
Brown associa.ted his brother D. C. Brown, with him. In the following Oct., 
1851, Dr. John Mitchell commenced anew paper called the "Democratic Stand- 
ard," and soon after by a mutual arrangement the two papers were merged 
in one, published by Dr. Mitchell, and since been known as the Democratic 
Standard, Gen. Crabb, assuming the duties of editor. 
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April 1st., 1852, Crdbb retired from the Editorship of the paper, -and it 
was continued by Dr. Mitchell, until June 1st., 1858, when it was purchased 
by D. C. Brown, who associated A. T. Gray with him as editor. Mr. Gray 
having been elected Secretary of, State, vacated the chair, editorial,; and 
was succeeded by J. C. Bunner, as co-edjtpr, with Mr. Brown. Mr. Bunner 
left, Feb. 21st., 1855, and Mr. Brown continued the paper alone until Oct 1st, 
1855, when he associated Hon. James Armstrong \*ith him, under the firm 
of Brown & Armstrong, by whoin it is published at the present time. 

Its pohtical character is Democratic, and one of its proprietors, Mr. Aim- 
Btrong, is the clerk of tte Assembly, of the present Xegislature. The Stai; 
dard is about to publish a daily paper. 

Janesville Free Press. — -This' paper was started January 6th, 1853, by 
an association of Free Democrats. Among those particularly Instramental 
in the matter, may be mentioned, J. M. Burgess, J. Baker, R. B. Treat, O, 
Guernsey, E. A. Rowland. Mr. Baker was appointed editor. Oct. 10th, 
185B, Wm. M. Doty, purchased one tmdivided half of the establishment, and 
the "Press"' was published under the firm of Baker & Doty, untilJune V, 
1855, when Mr. Baker purchased the entire interest. Oct. 1st, same year, 
G. B. Burnett and Andrew J. Hall purchased one half of the concern. Sub- 
sequently, Mr. Baker sold Out his entire interest to the said Bumettcfe Hall. 
Still latter, Mr. E. C. Saokett became sole proprietor; Thomas F. Withrow, 
Editor. This paper commenced the publication of a Daily sevei-al vofeka 



" The Battering Bam," a small Freesoil campaign paper of 1848; by G. 
W.Crabb. . . . ' ' 

The Wisconsin Farmer, was published at Jailesville for nearly 3 years, 
by Mark Miller. 

77ie Wisconsin Home was commenced and published at this place for 9 
months by Wm. M. Doty, when he removed it to Ceresco. 

The Educational Journal was commenced and published in this city one 
year, by James Sutherland and Geo. S. Dodge. 

The Family Messenger, commenced Dec. 1 3, 1 855, and was published 
by Doty, Bushnell & Co., Wm. M. Doty, editor. March~l7, 1856, Wm. M. 
and Ellis Doty purchased the entire establishment and continued the Mes- 
senger as a semi-monthly journal, changing the title to The Wisconsin 
Family Messenger. 
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The. Emigranten, a Norwegian paper was published in Janesville for 
a))ont one year. 

NAMES OF PKOFESSrONAt MEN. 

LmBye.rs.^-rt)a.y\SL Noggle, J. J.: R. Pease, M. S. Pricliard, A. P. Prlchard, 
L. F. Patten, I. C. Sloaliiilra G. Jents, James Niel, J..M. Case, Wm.;Trus- 
dell, B. B. Eldredge, S. A. Hudson, H. WoodruflF, G. B. Ely, A. Hyatt 
Smith, J. M. Williams, G. W. Cummings, Chancy P. Kingj H. K. WhitoTi, 
J. W. p. Parker, Charles Norton, J. A. Sleeper, Wm. M. Tallman, J. D, 
Tlexford, H. S. Conger, "W'm, L., Mitchell, John Nichols, George S. Dodge, 
James Armstrong, A. T. Gray, A C. Bates, Isaac "Woodle, H. W. Ide. 

Physieiani. Medic — R. B. ^Ti-eat, f.E. S£. 36imi-—Sbm<xipdtMc-, G. 
"W.Chittenden 0. P, Robinson. JtKo;^*'^*'')?-^''^^*'"^ Lewis, J. S. Lane, 
M. L. Burnham, W. Amer, John Paine, A. P. Coryell, A.' S. Jones, D. C. 
Bennett, Li J. Barrows, C. Gt.. Pease; Johil Mitchell, Stephen Martin, J. 
Grafton-. Dentists ; L. Arnold, Pendletofl & Wells. 

Miimsteri. 

Rev. Hiram Fdote, Congregational. ReVi S. C; Bumham, Methodist Epis. 

• " Lewis P.. Frost, Ind. Cong'l. ." C- C.Mason, do do 

, " ]VL W. Staples, Presbyterian^ " Reuben Jl^orth, Prim. Methodist. 

" O. Parks, do. " G. W. Lawrence, Universalist. 

" J. Wi Coe, Episcopalian. " Joseph Baker, do 

" T. J. Rnger, do. " Wm., Hi Douglass, Baptist, 

" H. Requa, Methodist Episcopal. " J.D.Cole, , do 

" J. W. Wood, do do. " O. J. Dearborn, do 

" A. Calkins, do do.. " Michael McFall, Catholic. 

" P. Lane, do do. " P. Knoepfel, Lutheran. 

THE FOMiOWINe ARE A FEW OF THE tARSEST MERCANTILE HOUSES IN THE CITY. 

M. C. Smith & Co., Dry Goods and Ready Made Clothing. M. McKey 
Ar'Bro., do. H. S. Shelton & COi, Dry . Goods, Stoves and Tin-ware. — 
Jackman, Parker & Co., Dry Goods, &c. O. J. Dearborn & Co., Dry Goods 
and. Ready Made Clothing. LawrCnCe, A'twood & Co., Dry Goods, Stoves 
and Hardware. Cooley & BabcoCk, Dry Goods and Crockery. Holden^ 
Kemp& Co., Ogilvie & Barrows, D. C. Farwell, Drugs, Paints &c. R. t. 
Richardson, J. A. Wood, Pixley & Kinlball, Hardware, Stoves and Tinware; 
I. M. Smith, Oi W. Norton, A. & Allen, R. Jenkins, C. G. Gillett, S. li. 
BeltoD, H. Rice, Conrad & Mtirdock, Z. S. Doty, Clark & Jonks, Groceries 
and Provisionsi John R. BealOj Hats, Caps and Furs. Charles B. Bacon^ 
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Ym Store. M. C, Smith <fe Co., Harsh, Sonnebom & Bro., C. J. Hays & 
Co., Wm, Addy, A. Newhoff, Rothchild & May, J. Oppenheimer, J. Deitsch, 
Eeady Made Clothing, Josiah T. Wright, Leather Store. S. C. Spaulding, 
A. Townsend, Jewelry, Clocks, Watches and Silver ware. J. Sutherland & 
Co., Books. V. Jouanneault, Books and Varieties. J. F. Pease & Co., 
Coon & Bootman, Music Store. J. B. Hyzer, Manufacture of Tinware, and 
dealer in Stoves. Phillip Solomon <fe Co., Temple of Fancy and Ladies 
Furnishing Store. Eldred & Barrows, Seed and Agricultural Implements. 

TUB rOLLOV^INQ IS A W8T OF A FEW CITIZENS OF JANESVILLE, WHO HAVE HEtD 
OR NOW HOLD DISTINGUISHED OFFICES. 

Jttdges of Probaie.-^A.. C. Bailey, Wm. F. Tompkins, C. S. Jordan, 
James Armstrong, M, S. Prichard. Registen of Deeds. — ^W. H. H. Bai- 
ley, G. H. Williston, Royal Wood, Volney Atwood, S. A. Martin, C. R. 
Gibbs, Sheriffs. — ^Volney Atwood, Alfred Hoskins. Clerks of Board of 
Supervisors. — W. H. H. Bailey, G. H. Williston, Isaac Woodle, Frank 
Wheeler, D. I. Daniels, H. O. Wilson, C. P. King. Treasurers.— L. E. 
Stone, 0. B. Lapham, Wm. A. Lawrence. District Attorneys. — Isaac 
Woodle, Hiram Taylor, G. B. Ely. Clerks of Courts. — Guy Stougbton, 
D. F. Kimball, J. L. Kimball, C. R. HoUenbeck, John Nichols, G. W. Crabb. 
State Senators. — O, W. Norton, Andrew Palmer, James Sutherland. Mem- 
bers of Assembly. — A. W. Pope, Wm. F. Tompkins, W. A. Lawrence, Chas.. 
Stevens, David Noggle, G. H, Williston, Levi Alden. Members of Con- 
ventions: — .A. Hyatt Smith, E. V. Wtiton. Chief Justice of Supreme 
Court.— E. V. Whiton. 

ROCK COVUfTX PRODUCTIONS OF 1855.. 







Quantity^ 


Vaim. 


Apples, 


bushels. 


9,210 


% 13,816 


Barley, 


do 


82,699 


80,674 


Beans and Peasej. 


do 


2,754 


4,131 


Buckwheat, 


do 


3,400. 


2,975 


Corn, 


do 


851, 10& 


510,663 


Oats, 


do 


765,341 


287,003 


Potatoes, common,. 


do 


198,411 


99,205 


Potatoes, sweet, 


do 


395 


1,185 


Bye, 


do 


13,613 


11,912 


Wheat, 


do 


858,603 


1,180,579 


Timothy and o*het grass 


seed, do 


11,080 


22,160 


Butter, 


poundsi 


1,2,32,641 


184,896 


Cheese, 


do 


117,002 


11,700 


Clover Seed, 


do 


4,290 


429 



191 







Quantity. 


Value. 


Flax, pounds, 




1,593 


250 


Tobacco, do 




29,468 


2,946 


Wool, , do 




186,100 


62,033 


Broom Corn, do 




291,359 


11,640 


Hops, do 




62,160 


6,216 


Cattle and calves alive, number, 




32,007 


896,196 


Cattle and calves slaughtered, do 




6,820 


181,300 


Hogs on hand, do 




14,242 


71,210 


Hogs slaughtered, do 




14,320 


151,520 


Horses and Mules, do 




6,801 


680,100 


Sheep and Lambs aliye, do 




,33,884 


67,768 


Sheep and Lambs slaughtered, do 




3,940 


8,960 


Hay, tons, 




35,3 6Q 


353,600 


Garden products, 






31,000 


Nureery products, 






20,000 


Poultry on hand 






20,000 


Poultry products, sales 






26,936 


Forest do wood salos 


'alue, 




300,000 


Total \ 


$5,302,960 


THE FOLLOWING ARE THE LARaKST FARMERS 
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Levi St. John, 
Prosper A. Pieroe, 
Jesse Miles, 
Andrew Palmer, 
David Noggle, 
A. C. Bailey, 
W. Hughes, 
John P. Dickson, 
George Hield, 

Mr. St. John, has raised 5 tons of Tobacco from 6 acres, worth 10 cts. per 
lb., amounting to Si, 000. 

Number of farms in 1855, 18. 
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ROCK COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

A N D 

]s^ECH^:^rics' itststitute. 
ORGANIZATION. 

This Society was organized January 6tli, 1851, at a meeting of the 
farmers and mechanics of the county, who assembled at the court house, in 
Jancsville, in pursuance to the following call for that purpose. 

FIRST CALL 

TO THE FARMERS OF ROCK COUNTY. 

The farmers in the several towns of the county are requested to send 
delegates, to meet at the court house in Janesville, on the iii'st Monday of 
January next, at 11 o'clock, A. M., to make arrangements for their own 
benefit, by association. All other classes associate — why not the Farmers ? 
Farmers, awake to your interests ! [Signed,] 

WM. F. TOMPKINS, 
J. P. WHEELER. 
Janesville, Nov. I9th, 1850. 

The following is the official report of that preliminary meeting : 

AGRICULTURAL MEETING. 

At a meeting of the farmers and others of Rook county, held at the court 
house in the village of Janesville, on the 6th day of January, 1851, for the 
purpose of organizing an Agricultural Society, J. P. Wheeler, of LaPrairie, 
was called to the chair, and 0. Deasmore, of Bradford, was appointed secre- 
tary. 

The object of the meeting was slated in a brief address from the chair, 
which was followed by remarks from Messrs. Hudson, Neil and Russell, of • 
Janesville, and E.. A. Fcwte, of Geutor. 
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Oil motion of C. C. Ckeney, Esq., of LaPrairie, it was resolved that the 
meeting proceed to organize an Agricultural Society. 

On motion of E. A. Foote, Esq., a committee of fourteen was appointed 
to draft a Constitution. 

The committee consisted of Messrs. Cobb, of Lima; E. R. Cowan, of 
Fulton; John R. Boyce, of Porter; E. Miller, of Magnolia; J. Hopkins, of 
Turtle; 0. Densmore, of Bradford; A. M. Carter, of Johnstown; William 
Spaulding, of Harmony; J. Russell, of Janesville; E. A. Foote, of Center; 
S. F. Chipman, of Plymouth; J. F. Willard, of Rock; C. C. Cheney and 
J. P. Wheeler, of LaPrairie. 

On motion, adjourned for one hour. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. 

The committee to prepare a Constitution, reported the following, which, 
on motion of Hon. A. Palmer, was unanimously adopted as follows : 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1. The name of this society shall be the Rock County Agri- 
cultural Society and Mechanics' Institute. 

Art. 2. The object of this Society shall be to encourage Agriculture 
and the Mechanic Arts. 

Art. 3. The officers of this Society shall be a President, Six Vice 
Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer, 
and Twenty-five Directors, one of whom shall reside in each town in the 
county, and one in the city of Janesville, all of whom to be elected at the 
annual meeting in each year. 

Art. 4. The President shall preside in all the meetings of the Society, 
and may call special meetings thereof at such times as he may deem neces- 
sary, and in his absence one of the Vice Presidents shall be designated to 
preside; and in ease a vacancy shall occur in .the office of President, such 
vacancy may be filled by the Board of Managers, by ballot, from among the 
Vice Presidents, by a majority of said Board. 

Art. 5. The President, Vice Presidents, Directors, Secretaries and 
Treasurer, shall constitute a Board of Managers, to transact all the concerns 
of said Society; shall appoint the necessary committees; shall establish the 
.amount of premiums to be awarded in each department of Agriculture and 
the Mechanic Arts:; shall fix the time and place for holding annual and 
regular meetings of their Board and of the Society; shall establish such rules 
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and By-Laws for the government of the Societj', as they may deem proper, 
subject always to an appeal by any member of the Society, to the Society, 
which appeal shall be decided by a majority vote of the members thereof, 
at any regular meeting, present and voting thereon. 

Aet. 6. Any person who shall pay one dollar to the Treasurer of this 
Society, shall be a member thereof for the fiscal year, in which he may pay 
as aforesaid, and any person who shall pay ten dollars as aforesaid shall 
thereby be constituted a Life Member thereof 

Art. 7. This Constitution may be amended at any regular meeting, by 
n majority vote of the members present and voting thereon. 



SCHEDULE. 



For the purpose of organizing this Society, the meeting which adopts this 
Constitution may elect all the ofiicei's named therein, who shall possess all 
the powers delegated, and perform all the duties required thereby. 

The meeting then proceeded, by nomination, to the election of oflBcers, 
provided for by the Constitution, which resulted in the election of J. P. 
Wheeler, President; Wm. F. Tompkins, of Janesville; Ansel Dickenson, of 
Harmony ; Onin Densmore, of Bradford ; Joseph Goodrich, of Milton ; J. M. 
Burgess and Anson W. Pope, of Janesville, Vice Presidents; Josiah F. 
Willard, of Kock, Recording Secretary; Andrew Palmer, Corresponding 
Secretary, and John Russell, of Janesville, Treasurer. 

On motion of Wm. F. Tompkins, a committee of five was appointed by 
the chair to nominate Directors. 

The committee, consisting of the following named gentlemen, Messrs. 
Wm. Stewart, Wm. Spaulding, Rufus Washburn, N. Howell and H. 
Griffith, reported the following list of Directors : 

Wm. Stewart, of Clinton; P. D. Wemple, Bradford; John A. Fletcher, 
Johnstown; Paul Crandall, Lima; George W. Ogden, Milton; Harvey 
Holmes, Harmony ; Guy Wheeler, LaPrairie ; John Hopkins, Turtle ; Wm. 
Yost, Beloit ; Z. P. Burdick, Rock ; L. D. Thompson, Janesville ; R. R. Cowan, 
Fulton; Daniel Lovejoy, Porter; E. A. Foote, Center; Harrison C. Inman, 
Plymouth; John L. V. Thomas, Newark; Almon Kenney, Avon; R. R. 
Hamilton, Spring Valley; Col. Ezra Miller, Magnolia; Hiram Griffiths, 
Union ; which report was accepted, and on motion of Hon. A. Palmer, those 
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gentlGmen nominated by the committee in said report, were elected and 
constituted directors of the Society. 

On motion of Wm. F. Tompkins, 

Resolved, That the President, Secretary and Treasurer, procure 600 
printed copies of the Constitution for the use of the offlcers of the Society, 
who are instructed to solicit subscriptions, receive the money for membership, 
and pay the same over to the Treasurer, on the first Monday of February 
next ; and the President is authorized to call a meeting on that day, of the 
officers of the Society. 

On motion of C. C. Cheney, 

Resolved, That our Senator and members of Assembly from this county, 
be requested to use their efforts to obtain the passage of a bill, at the present 
session of the Legislature, which shall have for its object the encoui'agement 
of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published, and a copy 
sent to each member of the present Legislature from this county. 

On motion of W. F. Tompkins, the meeting adjourned sine die. 

[Signed,] J. P. WHEELER, President. 

0. Dbnsmoee, Secretary. 



The second meeting of the Society was held on the 3d day of February, 
1851. The following is the official report: 

AGRICTLTURAL MEETING. 

A meeting of the officers of the Rook County Agricultural Society and 
Mechanics' Institute, held in pursuance to a call of the President, at the 
courthouse in Janesville, on the 3d day of February, 1851, was called to 
order by the President of the Society, J. P. Wheeler. 

After a free conversation, conducted by the members present, upon the 
subject of establishing a Journal devoted to the object of the Society, the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of _;??;e be appointed to confer with Messrs. 
Alden & Holt, and Mr. Miller, of Racine, upon the subject of publishino- 
an Agricultural paper at Janesrille, and to report at the earliest date prac- 
ticable, through the Janesville Gazette and Badtrer State. 
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Messi-s. J. P. Wheeler, J. F. Willard, J. M. Burgess, John Wynn and 
Daiaiel Clow, were appointed said committee. 

Hesolved, That a committee of five be appointed to draft a set of By-Laws, 
and report the same at a subsequent meeting of the Society. 

Messrs. 0. Densmore, E. A. Foote, J. M. Burgess, J. F. Willard and Z. P. 
Burdick, were appointed said committee. 

Hesolved, That the prospectus of Alden & Holt, for the Soeh River 
Valley Farmer, be circulated by the officers of this Society, and that reports 
of their progress be made monthly to the Gazette office. 

Hesolved, That the Janesville Gazette and Badger State be requested to 
publish the proceedings of this meeting in their respective papers. 

Adjourned to meet the 1st Monday of March next. 

J. P. WHEELER, 

J. F. Willard, President. 

Secretary. 



The next meeting of the Society was on the 2d day of March, 1851, at 
v.'hich, the committee appointed for that purpose reported the' following 

Section 1. This Society shall hold an Annua] Fair on the fourth Tues- 
day and Wednesday following, of September in each year, for the Exhi- 
bition and Sale or Exchange of Farm stock. Field crops, Garden products — 
products of the Domestic arts. Agricultural implements, and the products of 
the Mechanic arts generally. 

Sec. 2. There shall be a meeting of the Board of Managers and all 
i:)ther members of the Society who may choose to attend, at least once in 
I'ach quarter of the year, viz : on the ffi'st Monday of March, June, Septem- 
ber and December, at which meetings there shall be an Essay read by a 
member of the Society, who shall have been appointed at a previous meeting 
of the Society, upon such subject as a majority of the members present shall 
designate. Also, the general business pertaining to the Society, not other- 
wise provided for, shall h?. transacted. 

Seo. 3. The President of the Society shall deliver an address on the 
first day of each annual Fair, immediately after which the Treasurer shall 
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report tlie amount of funds on hand, the manner in which money has been 
expended, and in general to make a full exhibit of the financial state of the 
Treasury. 

Sec. 4. The Boai-d of Managers, or a committee appointed hf them, 
shall, immediately after the closing of the Fair, proceed to apporjion the 
funds in the Treasury to the respective competitors who shall be entitled to 
premiums. 

Sec. 5. The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of the doings of the 
Society ; shall keep a Hst of the names of members, embracing the post 
office address of each, and shall, on the presentation of the Treasurer's 
receipt of the payment of membership fee, deliver to each member a certi- 
fied membership, and by order of the Board of Managers, or a committee of 
them, shall draw orders on the Treasurer for the disbursement of all moneys. 

Sec. 6. The Treasurer shall give bond to the approval of the President 
of The Society, for the faithful discharge of his duties as Treasurer, according 
to the By-Laws of the Society, and also for the faithfiil disbursement of the 
funds of the Society in his hands, under the direction of the Board of 
Managers. 

Sec. 7. No article to receive a premium (except at the discretion of the 
committee,) unless manufactured in Rock county, and no article or animal 
which has once received the first premium of the Society, can subsequently 
compete for the same class for the first premium, but may, if considered the 
best of its class, receive a diploma, with a statement of the reasons why the 
premium is withheld. 

Sec. 8. At the meeting of the Society in June, there shall bo a com- 
mittee (of such members each as the meeting may determine,) appointed 
as judges or inspectors of the different classes of Farms, Animals, Field 
crops or other products or articles designated by the Society as subjects for 
premiums, at which meeting the Society shall establish all necessary rules 
and regulations as to time and manner of offering Farms, Animals, or other 
articles for Exhibition or Premiums. 

Sec. 6. Any member of a committee who intends to compete for 
articles in his Division, shall report that fact to the Board of Managers on or 
before the morning of the first day of the Fair, in order that his place may 
be supplied on the committee. 

Sec. 10. All animals or articles to be entitled to any premium, (except 
the Sweepstakes,) must have been actually owned in this county one month 
previous to the Fair at which it is exhibited : Provided, the committee on 
unenumerated articles, may award a discretionary premium on any article 
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Or animal wWcli they report as deserving a premium, although the same may 
be owned out of the county. 

Sec. 11. No person shall be permitted to compete for any premium 
offered by this Society, unless he or she become a member of the same by 
paying his or her initiation fee. 

Sec. 12. The wives and minor children of any member of this Society 
shall be considered members themselves, so far as the privilege of competi- 
tion for premiums is concerned.- 

Sec. 13. The fiscal year of this Society shall commence on the first 
Monday of December in each year, at which time the annual election of the 
officers of the Society shall take place. 

These By-Laws may be altered or amended at any quarterly meeting of 
the Society. 



A GLOOMY TIME AMONG THE FARMERS OF ROCK COUNTY. 

This and the succeeding, were the gloomiest years of our agricultural his- 
tory; the marhed epoch, the like of which, we might hope never more to 
witness. Sadness and discouragement pervaded the agricultural counte- 
nance ; and this accounts for the peculiar spirit and tone of the addresses and 
essays of these years. 

At this time, agriculture in our county, was in a very depressed state. — 
Most of our fanners came to the West to raise wheat — very little attention 
being paid to other crops. This was the great staple on which they I'elied. 
Debts were contracted for improving theii- farriis ; relying upon their wheat 
crops to pay. But now came on a succession of partial failures of the wheat 
crop, throughout the country, that added to the extreme low prices of pro- 
duce, of all kinds, well nigh produced the most disastrous consequences. — 
Some money lenders from the east, about this time, dare not loan their mon- 
ey on real estate security in Wisconsin; believing that farming here was 
about to prove a failure, and so took their money back with them, althougli 
the farmers were ready and willing to pay the most exorbitant rates of inter- 
est, to prevent doing woree — losing their farnis entirely. 

The wheat crop, up to 1848, had been profitable, and as sure as any other, 
especially hedge-row ; but this year commenced the blight — rotting while 
standing in the field. Wheat, during some of these years, was sold as low 
as 20 cents, in Janesville; and carted to Milwaukee through the mud, and 
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sold for Sli cents. The price . of corn was from 12^ to 16 cents; oats so 
low as to hardly pay the expense of threshing. The writer well recoUects 
the reply of one of our livery men, in Janesville, to the inquiry, if he wished 
to buy some oats to-day, replied that he had been paying 9 cents per bushel, 
but did not intend to purchase any more, until he could "get them for 8 cents, 
when he would "lay in" his year's stock." 

The manner in which our farmers cultivated their land, at this time, can- 
not be better described, than by quoting from a communication of James M. 
Burgess, Esq. He says, "A strict regard for truth compels me to say, that 
as a general thing, it is rather slovenly. I ask pardon of the fanners, but 
believe it to be a fact, that in no country but Wisconsin, would it be consid- 
ered approximating to the science of farming, 

" The causes are obvious, the excuse reasonable. First, they have at- 
tempted to cultivate too much land, with very hmited means ; next, they 
have been deluded with the notion that wheat could be gTOwn successfully, 
for an indefinite period of time ; that manuring, rotating crops, seeding down 
with timothy, clover, and other grasses ; growing stock, flax, hemp, roots, &c., 
was altogether unnecessary. To surround a quarter section of land with a 
sod fence, break, and sow it to wheat, harvest the crop and stack it ; plow the 
stubble once, and sow again with wheat ; thresh the previous crop, and haul 
it to the " Lake," was considered good farming in Rock county. Continued 
from year to year, and hundreds expected to win, by going it bhnd, in this 
unscientific manner. And for a few years it succeeded, but a short crop or 
two, with a depressed market, has brought things up all standing. The cry 
is now heard, what shall we do to be saved ? And for the pui-pose of an- 
swering this satisfactorily, an Agricultural Society has been organized in this 
county, within the past year, and we do hope that a different account from 
this will be given of us in a very short time ; for I confidently believe, and it 
is the opinion of others, that with a system of farming, adapted to our soil 
and climate, scientifically and thoroughly pursued. Rock county can be made 
to produce an amount equal to that of any other of its size in the State, or 
perhaps in the Union. Its capacity for growing all kinds of grain, roots, 
and grasses, is, in my opinion, equaled by but few, either in the Eastern or 
Western States. 

" It wfis genci'ally believed, until the last three years, that grasses could 
not be gi'own successfully, either on our prairies or oak openings ; but within 
that time, considerable attention has been paid to this important branch of 
farming, and with the most complete success. Clover and timothy are the 
principal kinds of grass which have yet been sown, at least to any extent. — - 
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One and a half, two, and two and a half tons have been cut from the acre, on 
our highest and driest praii-ies." 

The Society now having become fully organized, it was resolved to make 
the great experiment of holding a Fair, to see whether the faimers of '■'■'Young 
Rock" had sufficient enterprise to get up anything like a creditable show. — 
The result was highly gratifying, and settled the question to the entire sat- 
isfaction of the most doubtful, even. 'Yhis first Fair was the most auspic- 
ious era in the fanning and mechanical interests in Rock county,, and when 
it is considered how yoang our State was, and our county in particular, how 
recent Black Hawk and his brawny warriors were travereing these unbroken 
prairies, it reflects great credit upon the enterprise and intelligence of our 
fanners and mechanics. It was a novel scene — an Agricultural and Mechan- 
ical Fair on Rock prairie — and at least five thomand persons turned out to 
witness it. This Fair was held on the first and second of October, 1851, at 
Janesville, and it was a triumph- indeed; and those who first moved in the 
matter, who were the pioneers in the enterprise, are entitled to much credit. 
They commenced without members, without funds, vfithout patronage from 
the State, or aid from any source. The infant was feeble, but healthy. No 
prestige of success enshrouded it, and yet it has grown and developed to 
manhood, and we anticipate that it yet will even become a giant under the 
fostering care of the entei-prising Farmers and Mechanics of our county. 

At the close of this year, the Treasurer reported the receipt of $292,91. — 
The expenditm-es for premiums and other expenses, was the sum of $206,00, 
leaving a balance of $86,00 in the Treasury to be carried to the credit of the 
next year. 



PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

The first Address, hij J. P. Wheeler, Esq., President of the Society at the 
First Fair, on the 2nd day of October, 1851. 

Fellow Citizens and Gentlemen of the Bock Co. Agricultural Society 
and Mechanics' Institute : The By-Laws of this Society make it the duty of 
the President to deliver an address on the first day of each annual Fair. I stand 
before you to perform that duty. The object of this Society, as expressed 
in the constitution, is "to encourage Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts." — 
A short motto, presenting a wide field for thought, remark and duty. Wo 
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have come together, then, as farmers and mechanics, to animate and cheer 
each other on in the laborious duties of our calhng. 

It is confidently remarked, that at no time within the last fifty years, have 
farmers had greater need of encouragemennt, as poor crops and low prices 
abundantly prove. A few thoughts on the ways and means to accomplish 
the object for which we have associated, it is, hoped, will not be deemed in- 
appropriate on this occasion. 

How present evils are to be remedied, our lost character in wheat and flour 
to be regained, what we ought not to do and can avoid doing, and what we 
ought to do and can do as individuals .and as a society, that agriculture and 
the mechanic aits may be relieved from their burdens, and thereby encour- 
agement given to all, whether in the workshop or the field, town or country, 
nre questions which no doubt occupy the minds of a large proportion of the 
gentlemen here present. Good husbandry generally produces good crops, and 
good mechanism never fails to find a rich reward. We ought, then, to make 
a strong effort to produce and bring into market, articles of the first quality, 
in point of usefulness and durability. It should be the steadfast purpose of 
this association to aim at nothing short of giving tone and character to public 
opinion, with regai-d to the products of the soil, the shop, the factory and the 
mill. We ought to fix a dark stigma upon the man who gets a smart name 
by mixing or adulterating the products of the soil, or by cheating in bread- 
stuffs or provisions of any kind. Wisconsin has suffeved the loss of thousands 
by the loss of character in wheat and flour alone. It will cost years of exer- 
tion to regain what we have lost by mismanagement, as producere of the great 
staple upon which we have mainly relied to pay for the vast amount of mer- 
chandise brought into this country. What we have done, and ought not to 
do again, comes upon the memory like a dark and blighting vision of the past, 
but let us forbcai', and suffer past misdoings to sink into silence and forget- 
fulness, trusting that a strong and abiding admonition will be left upon the 
mind, never to mix and adulterate, or in any wise corrupt the gifts of the 
Lord in this thing. We ought, then, as a Society, to take a deep interest in 
regaining and establishing our character, in every department of our produe- 
f ions and manufactures. The moral and physical health of this young and 
growing community, requires it at our hands. Good economy and good 
farming teach the consumption of hay, straws, coarse grain and roots. It was 
thought bad farming in New England to sell hay at five dollars the ton, 
when the thrifty two-years old would sell in the fall for twelve dollars. If 
this principle be correct, what shall we say of the farmer who sells oats at 
one shilling the bushel, or seven dollars' and fifty cents the ton; or corn at 
twenty cents the bushel, or about the same price per ton ; or wheat at twen- 
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ty-five to thirty cents the bushel, equivalent to from eight to ten dollars the 
ton. These calculations of necessity bring to mind pork and lard, sheep and 
wool, tallow and cheese, beef and butter, and it also may be added a vast 
amount of good living. The home consumption of crops makes a rich farm 
and good living of course. Ought we to be discouraged because we happen 
to have a surplus of bread and meat ? It is an old proverb, "that a store is 
no store" — "trite but true" — the wise man said "that when goods increase, 
they that consume them increase." The rule is good. It is confidently 
hoped that every farmer in Eock Co. will live up to the rule, and steadfastly 
determine that so far as his farm is concerned, consumption of hay and coarse 
grain shall keep pace with production. Over-stocking is the grand error of 
New England — over-production the error of our countiy. Were a census of 
the entire production of the country taken in each year, (say in the month of 
August,) and presented at the annual meeting in October, a judicious and 
prudent committee would be prepared to make out a tabular report, thereby 
enabling every man to form a correct judgment, touching the probabilities of 
■a surplus in any of the articles produced — coarse grain or farm stock for in- 
stance. We need not despair because we happen to raise a few bushels more 
of oats than we may want. If Vermont can raise wool and make money, 
we can make money by raising wool. If the flax cotton project be not :i 
failure, and our wives and daughters continue "to seek wool and flax willingly 
with thear hands," we shall not go naked. We ought to work for the mutual 
benefit of the producers and artificers of our own land, by giving credit and 
character to the productions of our soil and our workshop. We shall strive 
in vain to attain a fair and equal rank in this great sisterhood of Republics, if 
we do not work for ourselves. We are givmg a high premium to eastern 
artificers, by purchasing their wares at their prices, and paying for them in 
breadstufl's and provisions, at the tune of twelve bushels of hedgerow for a 
pair of stogy boots. 

We ought, forthwith, to form the steadfast resolution that as rational and 
intelligent men, we will give all reasonable encouragement to home products, 
and home manufactures. We ought to give a large premium in books t») 
form a library to the town, which shall be represented at our next annual 
Fair by the greatest number of persons dressed in household manufactures, 
in either linen or woolen, or part linen and part wool. The best men that 
ever lived have been dressed in home spun. Washington was so clad ; the 
inspiration of whose name has filled the earth with hnngerings and thirstings 
for the divine right of self-government. And Franklin, at Versailles, where 
none bnt court dresses were seen in the royal presence, was clad in the plain 
simplicity of a Republican, with his yarn stockings on. With such bright 
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examples of plain dress and plain men before us, shall we not imitate their 
plain simplicity ? The language of the Bible is simple and easy to be Under- 
stood, and so is the language of the greatest men that ever lived. The lan- 
guage of the sciences would at this time have been as plain and simple as 
the language of the Bible, had not quacks, and pettifoggers, and pretenders, 
found it for their interest to keep the multitude in ignorance, thereby placing 
the small amount of learning they might possess, higJi in the ascendant. — 
Time was when even the obscure in language was thought sublime. We live 
in an age of progress, an age of improvement ; when counsel should not be 
darkened by Latin^ Greek, and other barbarian technicalities, under which 
every science now groans. Books of scien-ce should be written in- plain Eng- 
lish, calculated to meet the wants of the American farmer and mechanic, 
teaching and explaining in the simplest manner possible, everything that 
would be useful in the shop or the field. Doctors, L&,wyers, and other pro- 
fessional men, should talk to be understood by plain men, or plain men should 
be wise enough to rank every man as a quack or pretender, who dares not 
use plain language. The humbugs of the day should be treated with merited 
contempt. The doors of science should be thrown open wide to the moral, 
physical and intellectual improvement of our race, that this great temple of 
Republican/Liberty may be filled with freemen qualified to do honor to the 
ballot-box. ^his rubbish and lumber with which the learned books are filled, 
in treating even the common things the farmer treads upon in his eveiy day- 
walk, ought not to be popular. The statute books of this land and nation, 
should be so framed that every man that reads, may understand; and "the 
way-faring flii' , though a fool, need not«rr therein." Where man is a sov- 
ereign, this talking in an unknown tong-ue, should be cast aside with the idols 
of former ages, "to the moles and bats of ignorance and superstition." The 
thinking and intelhgent masses of this great and growing community, should 
discard as unworthy of their confidence and support, the men or set of men 
who, by precept or example, make one effort to keep alive this outlandish 
tora-foolery of by-gone day-s. We ought, then, as a society, to put down 
these miserable quackeries, placing high on the list of what ought to be done 
the cultivation of the mind of the rising generation, male and female. Our 
schools should be schools of thought and investigation, as well as schools 
where the memory alone is cultivated. The evening fireside of every farm- 
er and mechanic, should be a school where instruction of the most useful and 
salutary character may be obtained by the family, who are preparing to per- 
form the great duties which will rest upon the future men and women of this 
land of freedom. " Knowledge is power," elevating the character and posi- 
tion of its character. Farmers have msvny unoccupied moments in. every 
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twenty-four hours, that should be devoted to improvement. The every-day 
labor of the studious cultivator of the soil, brings the inquiring mind into the 
company of the brightest and most v^^onderful workings of nature, in her own 
almighty workshop. Shall the student, then, shut up in tlie musty atnio,->- 
phere of his study, be thought to possess better opportunities for acquiring 
a knowledge of the great. principl(3S which govern, animal and vegetable life^ 
than the farmer, depending every moment upon the opening providences of 
his Heavenly Father for success in bringing to maturity the animal or the 
plant? 

The great volume of nature lies open before him, all its pages invite to 
study and contemplation, and all its teachings are of a divine and holy char- 
acter, elevating the affections from nature up to nature's God. It is the 
high employment of the tiller of the soil, to be a co-worker with that Being 
that said "let there be light" and there was light. We ought to have asso- 
ciations in every town in the county, to meet once a month, to read essays, 
and to hold public discussions upon subjects of interest to the farmer and 
mechanic. Meetings of this description could not fail to be useful. A day, 
or a half a day and evening spent in this manner, would have a strong ten- 
dency to bring into action,, intellectual powers, which might have lain dor- 
mant until their possessors slept the sleep of death. A free country should 
have free thoughts, and opportunities -to give them utterance. ^We ought 
to give a premium for the best essay upon any subject connectgd with agri- 
culture or the mechanic arts, read before any town association in the coun- 
ty, and pubhshed in one or more of our county papers. Intellectual culture 
should be regarded by us of the utmost importance, and sBS^d be fostered 
and sustained in the most energetic manner. The talents oitthe citizens of 
a free state are public property, and should be waked up and brought for- 
ward by every possible means in the power of an association, whose great 
object is the elevation of the human mind, by calling into action individual 
talents and individual experience, for the benefit (jf all. 

We ought ever to bear in mind that pedantry is far removed from knowl- 
edge and learning. Labor in cultivating the soil, is a form of prayer, the 
exercise of faith, the putting trust and confidence in God, who made the man 
Adam, and placed him in the garden of Eden, and commanded him "to 
dress it, and to keep it," sanctifying, by an express command, the labor of 
tilling the soil, and thereby all honest labor. " Can there be one here so 
base" that he would despise the express command of his maker, and thereby 
despise the duty involved in the thing commanded ? " Can there be one 
here so base" that his heart would not warm with gratitude and thanksgiv- 
ing and praise, to the infinite source of all light and life, and love, that man 
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is so constituted, that the perfect development of his physiea], mental and 
moral energies, depends upon labor — ^labor of the body, labor of the mind, 
and the holy labor of loving his Maker with all his heart, mind and soul, to 
be happy he must live in continual obedience to this law of the Lord. "And 
can there be one here so base" as to suppose that it is possible for a man to 
be a gentleman and a christian, unless he earns a living ? Do not the heav- 
ens declare the glory of God ? and doth aot the firmament show forth his 
handiwork ? And were not the heavens and the earth created in six days, 
and did not the lord rest from his work on the seventh day ? And did not 
Jesus, the immaculate Son of God, work as a carpenter till he was thirty 
years old ? thus, by the special provision and appointment of Jehovah, giv- 
ing to mechanics of every age, the inspiration of his bright and holy exam- 
ple. And shall we wonder, then, that science and mechanism, have followed 
where Christianity has spread its soul-cheering rays, that the lightnings have 
been seized and sent on errands of thought, that water has been manufac- 
tured into light, that light has been made obedient to the will of science and 
mechanism, sketching the landscape in its own loved tints and colors, and 
penciling the human face divine, that fire is extinguished by gas, that Hoe's 
uteani press throws off twenty-four thousand sheets the hour, that the steam 
ship, a gorgeous palace, plows the roaring surges of every ocean, and hark, 
can you hear the shrill scream (snort if you please) of the iron horse, panting 
as a thing of life, rushing on fifty miles the hour, over these broad prairies, 
as he bears, with the roar of his thousand wheels, the products of the soil, 
the forest, and the mine, to distant markets ? 

One thought more and we have done. Young men of eighteen fifty-one, 
many of you may live to see the commencement of the twentieth century. 
Your fathers have seen the progress of the last fifty years, spreading in great 
strength over every branch of science and art. May the deep responsibilities 
resting upon you, growing out of the commanding position you occupy in 
the world's history and progress, stimulate you to make manly and vigorous 
efforts to cultivate your intellectual powers. And may the achievements of 
the last half of the nineteenth century, far surpass the glory of the first; and 
the mighty acts of your fathers be far outdone by their sons. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND AWARDS OF PREMIUMS 

Made at the First Annual Fair, held at Janesvillb, October Ist 
AND 2d, a. D. 1851. 



HORSES; 



Jvdges. — L. D. Thompson, Janesville; J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown; L. G. 
Fisher, Beloit. 

STALLIONS. 

R. M. Wheeler, Janesville ; Bay Stud ; 1st Premium, |5 and Diploma, 
Simon Ruble, Beloit; Chestnut Stud; 2d Premium, $3 and Diploma. 
L. D. Thompson, Janesville ; Gray Stud ; 3d Premium, |2 and Diploma. 

BROOD MARES. 

O. W. Norton, Janesville ; Bay Mare ; 1st Premium, $3 and Diploma. 

E. Trae, Fulton; Gray Mare; 2d Premium, $2. 

J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown; Bay Mare; 3d Premium, $1,50. 

MATCHED PLEASURE HORSES. 

John P. Dickson, Janesville, 1st Premium, $3 and Diploma. 
John Kent; 2d Premium, |2 and Diploma. 

MATCHED WORKING HORSES. 

Best — J. B. Moon, Janesville ; 1st Premium, ii3 and Diploma. 
Second best — J. B. Davis, Janesville ; 2d Premium, $2. 

DRAUGHT HORSES. 
Best — Simon Ruble, Beloit; three span; 1st Premium, $3 and Diploma. 

SINGLE PLEASURE HORSES. 

Best — ^H. Barlass; 1st Premium, $1,50. 

Second best — Howland & Trask, Janesville ; 2d Premium, $1,00. 
14 



210, 

THREE YEAJRS OLD COLTS. 

Best — C. L. Annis; Ist Premium, $1,50. 

Second best — A. Henderson, Beloit; 2d Premium, $1. 

TWO YEARS OLD COLTS. 

Best — Simon Ruble, Beloit; 1st Premium, $1. 

Second best — P, D. Wemple, Johnstown; 2d Premium, 75 cents. 

ONE YEAR OLD COLTS. 

Best — ^P. D. Wem{)le, Johnstown; 1st Premium, $1. 
Second best — C. T. Wilcox, Rock ; 2d Premium, 75 cents. 

SUCKING COLTS. 

Best — E. True ; 1st Premium, SO cents. 

Second be)st---H. K. BeWmg, Janosville; 2d Premium, 50 cepjts^,, 

CATTLE. 

Judges. — Jonathan, Corey, Center ; Joseph Goodrich, Miitpn; Daniel Babc{)ck,i 
Johnstown. 

WORKING OXEN. 

Best yoke working oxen; H. P. Simonds, Janesville. 1st Premium, $3, 
Second best working oxen; L. D. Thompson, Janesville. 2d Premiumj. $2. 

FAT CATTLE. 

Best yoke of oxen ; Jolm M. Keep, Beloit. 1st Premium, $3. 

Second best yoke of oxen ; A. McCul'agh, Bradford. 2d Preniiura, $2. 

GRADE DURHAM BULLS. 

Best bull; T. H. Demary, Beloit. 1st Premium, $3. 
Second best bull; John Wynn, Janesville. 2d Preminm, $2. 

DURHAM MILCH COWS. 

Best milch cow; Hon. A. H. Smith. 1st Premium, $1,50. 
Second best cow ; W. G. Vanderburg. 2d Premium, $1. 



211 

THREE YEARS OLD STEERS. 

Best three years old steei-s; F. & J. Hitchcock, LaPrairie. 1st Prem,, $2. 
Second best do. ; A. Stevens, Center. 2d Premium, $1. 

TWO YEARS OLD STEERS, 

Best two years old steers ; Lewis Davis. 1st Premium, $1 . No competition ; 
good steera. 

NATIVE. BULLS, TWO YEARS OLD. 

Best two years old bull; D. W. Inman, Rock. 1st Premium, $1. 
Second best do.; F. B. Cook, Johnstown. 2d Premium, 75 cents, 

NATIVE FOUR TEAR OLD BULLS. 

Best — Jonathan Corey, Center. 1st Premium, V5 cents. 
No competition — good bull. 

NATIVE MILCH COWS. 

Best — ^Wm. Gtalbraith, Johnstown. 1st Premium, $1. 
Second best do., do 2d do 50 cents, 

YEARLING BULLS. 
Best — H. Root. 1st Premium, 75 cents. No competition. 

YEARLING STEERS. 
Best — H, Root. Ist Premium, 75 cents, 

YEARLING HEIFERS. 

Best — Wm. Macloon, Janesville. 1st Premium, 50 cents. No competition. 
A first-rate heifer. 

CALVES. 

Best Durham bull — Edward Hield, Janesville. 1st Premium, $1. 
Best Native — F. S. Hitchcock, LaPrairie. 1st Premium, 76 cents. 
Second best do — J, Corey, Center. 2d Premium, 50 cents. 
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Third best do— Wm. Macloop, 3d Premium, 3l cents. Several other very 
fine calves. 

SHEEP. 

Judges.^-Leyi Si John, LaPrairie; Noah Newell, Johnstown; Rufus Wash- 
btim, Eock. 

MERINO BUCKS. 

Best — Hon. A. Palmer, Janesville. 1st Premium, $2. 

Second best — John A. Fletcher, Johnstown. 2d Premium, 1,50. 

MERINO EWES. 

Best Six Ewes— T. W. Williams, Bradford. 1st Premium, $2. 
Second best — J. Robei-ts, Beloit. 2d Premium, 75 cents. 

SOUTH DOWN BUCKS. 

Best — Robert Wixom, Fulton. 1st Premium, $1. 

LEICESTERSHIRE BUCKS. 

Best — Robert Wixom, Fulton. 1st Premium, $1. 
Second best — C. Wardall. 2d Premium, 75 cents. 

LEICESTERSHIRE EWES. 

Best — C. Wardall. 1st Premium, 75 cents. 

Jeremiah Roberts, Beloit, best flock of sheep. 1st Premium, $2. 

SWINE. 

Judges. — Edward Aiken, Harmony; Timothy Jackman, Janesville; A. 
R. Barrett, Ma^olisi. 

GRADE BOARS. 

Best — T. Andrews, Janesville. 1st Premium, $1. 

Second best — H. P. Russell, Harmony. 2d Premium, 50 cents. 

SEEDING SOWS. 

Best — E. A. Howlaud, Janesville. 1st Premium, $1. 

Second best — ^P. W. Dickey, Janesville. 2d Premium, 50 cents; 
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FARMS AND GARDENS. 

Judges. — ^Wm. Stewart, Clinton ; N. P. Bump, Janesville ; Wm. Spaulding, 
Hannony. 

Hiram Taylor, Janesville ; Best Elower and Kitchen Garden. 1st Prem., $2. 

FIELD AND GARDEN PRODUCTS. 

Judges, — John L. V. Thomas, Newark; H. P. Russell, Harmony; John 
Winston, Porter. 

Simon Antisdell, Rock; best four acres hops. 1st premium, $1. 

H. K. Belding; best show of tomatoes. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

N. P. Bump, Janesville; best wheat. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Clark & Stiles ; be3t show of apples. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

Lewis Davis; best show of peas. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

J. Pound; best five acres broom corn. 1st premium^ $1. 

J. F. Antisdell, Rock; second best twelve acres broom corn. 1st prem., 50c 

Edward Hield, Janesville ; best potatoes. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

J. Pound; best specimen sweet potatoes. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

H. P. Russell ; second best specimen sweet potatoes. 1st premium, 25 cents, 

H. P. Russell; tobacco in the leaf. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

H, P. Russell; boquet of flowers. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

J. Roberts, Beloit; best apples. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Wm. Spaulding, Harmony; second best apples. 2d premium, 25 cents. 

E. True, Fulton; specimen winter wheat. 1st premium, 25 cents. 
Wm. Woodard ; specimen cabbages. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

Mr. Henderson ; load of hay. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

DAIRIES AND DAIRY PRODUCTS. 

Judges. — S. G. Colley, Beloit; N. Howard, Magnolia; F. S. Eldred Johns- 
town. 

<Jeorge W. Brittain ; a dairy of twenty cows ; no competition. 1st prem., $1. 
J. Corey, Center; best butter. 1st premium, $1. 
Edward Hield, Janesville ; butter. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

F. S. Eldred, Johnstown ; best cheese. 1st premium, |1. 

Daniel Bennett, Turtle ; second best cheese. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
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Statement of Jonathan CoBBif, Esa., 

Ckntbb, Dec. 21st, 1851. 

The cows, from which the samples of butter exhibited at Janesville, at 
the Fair on the first and second days of October, ult., were made, were kept 
at that time on timothy pasture, with other feed; they are six in number, 
and are all of what are termed the native breed of this country. 

The milk, wh^en drawn from the cows, is strained into tin pans, and placed 
in a cool cellar, where it is allowed to stand until it becomes thick or " clab- 
bered," when it should be churned immediately, for if it is allowed to stand 
long after this time, the cream will become sour and the butter will become 
rancid. We chum the milk and cream together, and usually chum from 
three-quarters of an hour to an hour, and use a dash chum that will hold 
one barrel— fill it about half full of milk, and in warm weather, add from 
one to one and a half pails full of cold water before we commence churning, 
and add more before the churning is finished, in order to thin the milk so as 
to get it all out of the butter. If the milk should be too cool during the 
churning, which may be known by its " frothing," add a little warm water. 
We use no thermometer, and therefore cannot tell the exact temperature 
that may be necessary in making butter. 

We use " dog power " with the inclined wheel, for churning, and some- 
times use a sheep on the same wheel ; either answers the purpose well. 

When the churning is done, the butter is taken out and washed through 
two waters, and salted — the salt is worked in a little ; is then set by until the 
salt has had time to dissolve, when it is worked over with a hand ladle until 
all the buttermilk is worked out of it ; then it is ready for packing, except 
in very warm weather, when it is left until next morning before packing. 
The month of June is generally best for butter, as to quantity ; but I think 
as good butter can be made in September, provided the cows have good 
timothy, or clover and timothy pasture. 

I consider the native grasses of our prairies equal to the best cultivated 
grasses, for about thi'ee months during the season of grassing; but they are 
not worth muph for milch cows after the month of August. 

I believe that a large share of Wisconsin, as far as I am acquainted, is 
equally as well adapted in every respect for dairy purposes, as any place in 
any State — not excepting my native place — " Old Orange County, N. Y." 
But to make a good article of butter in any place, some things are indispen- 
sable, and among these, are good tame grass pastures, especially for spring 
and fall feed — ^good well or spring water, and not " slough " water, good 
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«>*8 — a good cellar to keep- the milk and biitter in — ^particular care to keep 
the milk pails, pans and churn perfectly sweet and clean — a good article of 
salt — strict attention to churn the milk when it is just in the right condition, 
and chum just enough and no longer, and then to work all the buttermilk 
out. 

I have kept no account of the amount of butter made or sold the past 
season. I am just commencing the dairy business in Wisconsin, and have 
had some little experience in wheat raising; and hope to make the dairy 
business at least as profitable as raising hedge row. 

If anything herein contained should prove to be of any benefit to the 
Society, or to my brother farmers, I shall be amply repaid for communica- 
ting it. 

Yours very truly, 

J. COREY. 
To Col. Orein Guernsey, 

Cor. See. Hock Co. Ag. Soc, and Meeh, Institute. 



MECHANICAL PRODUCTIONS, FARMING IMPLEMENTS, &c. 
Judges. — S. G. Barker, Beloit; Ira Jones, Union; Paul Crandall, Lima. 

Best reaper; Barker & Love, Beloit. 1st premium, $3. 

Second best; " " " '2d " $2. 

Third best; A. P. Dickey. 3d premium, |1. 

Best threshing machine ; S. Ruble, Beloit. 1st premium, $3. 

Second best; A. P. Dickey. 2d premium, $2. 

Best fanning mill; Thomas Shaw, Janesville. 1st premium, $2. 

Second best; Clark & Stiles. 2d premium, $1,50. 

Third best; A. P. Dickey, Janesville. 3d premium. $1. 

Best com stalk cutter; N. Camer, Janesville. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best straw and stalk cutter; 8. Ruble, Beloit. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best straw cutter ; A. Henderson. 1st premium, 75 cents. 

Best com sheller; A. P. Dickey, Janesville. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Second best; N. B. Gaston, Beloit. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

Best com and cob crusher; A. P. Dickey. 1st premium, $1. 

Best seed drill; H. K. Belding. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best carriage ; Rowland & TraAk. 1st premium, $1,50. 

Second best; Wood & Dano. 2d premium, $1. 
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Best steel plow; J. M. May, JanesviUe. 1st premium, Two Dollars. 

Second best; James Smith. 2d premium, 1,50. 

Best gang plow; J. M. May, JanesviUe. 1st premium, $1. 

Best repeater rifle; James Smith. 1st premium, $1,50. 

Best machine for making plows and working iron ; J. M. May, Janesville. 
1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best rotary fire engine pump and hydi-on; J. M. May, Janesville. 1st pre- 
mium, 76 cents. 

Best iron axletree wagon; Otis & Hinman, Beloit. 1st premium, $1. 

Best wood axletree wagon ; " " 1st premium, $1. 

Best blacksmith hand drill and buzz saw arbor. 1st premium, $1. 

Best grain cradle; M. M. Hammond, Turtle. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best hay rack; 8. A. King. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best platfoi-m scales; N. B. Gaston, Beloit. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best pitchfork; Simon Ruble, Beloit. 1st piemium, 25 cents. 

Best sausage cutter; S. Ruble, Beloit. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best specimen of wrapping paper, manufactured by S. T. Merrill, Beloit. 
1st premium, $1. 

Best hoes; Stone & Parker, Beloit. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

Best garden rake; Stone & Parker, Beloit. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

Best com cutter; " " " " " 25 cents. 

Best reaper sickle; " " " " "25 cents. 

Best butcher knife; " " " " " 25 cents. 

MISCELLANEOUS MECHANICAL PRODUCTIONS. 

Judges. — ^Major J. M. May, Janesville ; Prof. S. P. Lathrop, Beloit ; I. M. 
Norton, Janesville. 

Best door frame and sash, door and blinds; E. P. Doty, Janesville. Ist 
premium, $1. 

Best ban-el superfine flour ; Strasberger & Co., Janesville. 1st prem., $1. 

Best single harness ; H. S. Woodniif, Janesville. 1st premium, |1. 

Best draught collars ; " " " 1st " 25 cents. 

Best double harness; J. M. Riker, Janesville. 1st premium, $1. 

Second best draught collars ; " " 2d " 25 cents. 

Second best single harness ; " " 2d " 50 cents. 

Best horse leather valise ; " " 1st " 25 cents. 

Best leather trunk ; " " 1st " 50 cents. 

Best center table; Levi Moses, Janesville. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best lot of furniture; " " 1st " 50 cents. 

Best case of hats, caps, &c. ; J. R. Beale, Janesville. 1st premium, $1. 

Miniature cottage ; H. P. Russell, Harmony. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
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B,est box cigars, domestic manufacture; by H. P. Russell, Harmony. 1st 

premium, 50 cents. 
Cut and sawed stone, and wood turning ; by George W. Taylor, Janesvilla. 

1st premium, $1. 
Best parlor stove; Canier & Co. 1st premium, $1. 
N. V. Bennett; specimen of penmansbip. 1st premium, 75 cents. 
Specimen of printing; D. W. Scott. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Portable grist mill; Miles Millard. 1st premium, $1. 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURE AND MISCELLANEOUS ARTI- 
CLES. 

Judges. — Thomas P. Williams, Bradford; J. F. Willard, Rock; Andrew 
Stevens, Center. 

Wm. Wyman, Bradford; one piece fulled cloth, 10 yards. 1st premium, $1. 
A. M. Root; one piece of fulled cloth, 12 yards. 2d premium, 50 cents, 
A. M. Root; one piece flannel, 15 yards. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Mrs. F. Hitchcock, LaPrairie; one bed quilt. 1st premium, 75.cents. 
J. R. Beale, Janesvilla ; one bed quilt. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
A. Hoskins, Janesville ; one coverlet. 1st premium, 75 cents. 
Rufus Clark, Beloit; one coverlet. 2d premium, 60 cents. 

do do one woolen carpet. 1st premium, 75 cents. 

do do one lamp mat. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

do do one piece net work. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

do do two cotton and wool blankets. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

J. Roberts, Beloit; one pair woolen blankets. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Henry Nuttle, Rock; one parcel hemp and cord. 1st premium, $1. 
Miss Mary Burnham ; one pair woolen gloves. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
John P. Dickson, Janesville; one piece patch-work. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
A. Hixicon ; one piece patch-work. 2d premium, 25 cents. 
L. Field ; one rag carpet. 1st premiun-, 75 cents. 
N. M. Carrier, Janesville ; one rag carpet. 2d premium, 50 cents, 
do do one satchel. 1st premium, 25 cents, 

do do one ottoman cover. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

A. Henderson ; one pair woolen stockings. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
A. Henderson; one piece lacework. 1st premium, 25 cents. 
M. P. Cogswell, Turtle; one pair silk stockings, one pair gloves, one lot of 
sewing silk, two ottoman covers. 1st premium, $1. 
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Miss D. H. PalmeT; one artificial snow-ball— very good. Istprdniiiun, 75c. 
Mrs. Coryell; one child's hat. 1st premium, 25 cents. 
Mrs. Coryell; one child's tidy. 1st premium, 25 cents. 
Miss Mary Thompson ; needlework. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

PAINTING AND DRAWING. 

Judges. — James M. Burgess, Janesville; A- Douglas, Beloit; Ide, 

Union. 

S. G. Bangs, Janesville; glass box and artificial wax flowers. 1st prem., $1 . 
Miss Jane Goodrich, Milton; specimen of water color painting. 1st pre- 
mium, 75 cents. 
Miss M. Brace, Janesville; specimen of water color painting. 2dprem., 50c. 
Miss J. Buell, Janesville ; two specimens of drawing. 1st premium, 60 cents. 



The following Essays were read before the Society, on the first day of 
September, 1851 : 

ESSAY. 

CONNECTION BETWEEN THE MECHANIC ARTS AND THE SCIENCE AND PRACTICE 

OF AGRICULTURE. 



BY J. M. BUB.GESS, ESQ. 



The few feeble and unsatisfactory observations, which I have penned, are 
designed to show the intimate connection existing between agriculture and 
mechanical prosperity. 

Of the intimate connection of the mechanic arts and the science and prac- 
tice of Agriculture, it is almost or quite unnecessary for me to speak. 

In a country like ours, where capital is scarce, and the proportion of labor 
to the amount required small, it behooves us to take advantage of all the 
helps which science and mechanical improvement have thrown in our way. 
We not only labor under the disadvantage just mentioned, but the addition- 
al ones of being far from a market, and ignorant in a great degi-ee of the 
kind of crops best adapted to our soil and climate, and probably of the best 
modes of culture. For the remedy, we must locik to time and practical in 
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fpniKition,. which experience has proven, is most readily obtained in an asso- 
ciative form, such as. we are now making an effort to establish. 

Beyond a question, wo have no slight task to perform ; we have sacrifices 
to make, difSculties and discouragements to encounter, and to overcome. 

It is difficult, I find, to induce men to take hold, except it be to hold back. 
Objections of every- character are raised," but the worst obstacle is, that peo- 
ple generally think none are interested but the farmers, not realizing that 
upon the prosperous condition of agricultural labor depends every social blesa- 
ing. More especially is this true of Wisconsin, where all other interests are 
but effects of this gi-eat cause ; if the source and fountain of our prosperity 
be dried up, misery and rain must follow throughout the various ramifica- 
tions of the structure that is based upon it. This, then, is a matter of no 
small importance, indeed, it is one of great magnitude. It is neither more 
nor less than a solution of the problem, whether the cultivation of the soil in 
"Wisconsin can be made remunerative. It is therefore a question of most vi- 
tal importance, not to farmers alone, but to all classes ; we therefore invoke 
the most earnest attention, and hearty co-operation of all who wish to place 
our prosperity on a sure and permanent foundation. 

It is to be hoped that the day for acquiring military glory has in this 
country passed away forever, that henceforth the leaders in agricultural and 
mechanical improvements, shall receive the meed of praise due to them, as 
the real benefactors of the human family — shall receive a crown that shall 
be fadeless and gi-een, when those won on the murderous battle-field shall 
be withered and forgotten, or only remembered to be execrated as a curse to 
their kind. It is told of Dr. Franklin, that on the discovery of the air bal- 
loon, he was asked by some impertinent fellow, what was the use of it ? The 
doctor answered it by asking another, "what is the use of a new born infant ?" 
It may become a man. Between a new bora infant and our Society, there 
is no little analogy. 

The future is full of promise. There is a good time coming ; we have 
only to work and wait, and most assm'edly we shall see it. 

But we must not expect to overcome the diflSculties that surround us, and 
reach the high gronud of prosperity at a single leap ; but we must progress 
by degrees, first one ascent must be gained, then another, and then another ; 
patience and persevering industry, assisted by science and mechanical inge- 
nuity, will most assuredly enable us to surmount all obstacles. 

If we turn back the pages of history for a period of 150 years, about which 
time agriculture, commerce and manufactures first • made a decided and vig- 
orous movement onward, we will find that a state of things then existed. 
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compared with which our condition, unfortunate as it undoubtedly is, is glo- 
riously prosperous ; agricultural products were then not only no higher than 
they now are, but many of them were very much cheaper ; horses for in- 
stance, Macaulay tells us, were on an average, worth in England only about 
$12 apiece; whilst cotton goods, silks, iron, and manufactured articles gen- 
erally were much dearer, some of them vastly dearer than they now are ; the 
products of an acre of land, or a month's labor, would not begin to buy as 
many of the necessaries of life as they will at the present time. In fact, the 
day laborer in Wisconsin to day, enjoys more of the comforts and luxuries, 
than the largest farmer in England did at that time ; and I dare affirm that 
the people of Wisconsin will this present year, consume more tea, sugar, 
coffee, silk, satins, calicos and broadcloth, than did the same population in 
New England, in our Great Grandfather's time, in three years, the blight in 
the hedgerow, and Brother Thomas Parker to the contrary notwithstanding ; 
and to what cause are we indebted for this vast increase and enjoyment of 
the products of labor? The answer is, to the more general diffusion of knowl- 
edge, to scientifically directed agricultural and mechanical labor. 

It is a fact that from the beginning of the 18th to the first of the 19th 
century, the products of the soil and the rents of land in England doubled, 
^ and from that time to the present, they have doubled again, and yet in me- 
pbanics and manufactures this has been vastly outdone ; in the latter part of 
the l7th century, the amount of iron manufactured in England did not ex- 
ceed ten thousand tons annually ; at present, the annual products exceed 
eight hundred thousand tons, and the whole amount of cotton then imported 
in a year, can now be spun into yarn and woven into cloth in the short space 
of two days. It is to an Arkwright and a Whitney no doubt that we are in- 
debted in a great measure for these wonderful' results, but thousands of oth- 
ers have been constantly adding their mites, and helping, by their skill and 
industry, to swell this mighty stream of production, which has resulted in 
more than quadrupling her agricultural products, and increasing her com- 
merce, manufacture, and revenues, at least thirty fold. 

This is what has been done on the other side of the Atlantic. What has 
been done on this side within the same period of time ? The whole length 
and breadth of this western continent was then, with the exception of a few 
isolated spots along the Atlantic shore, one vast unbroken wilderness. Now 
the astonishing phenomenon is presented, of a nation which has grown up in 
the short space of five generations, which is second to but few of the nations 
of the earth in population and resources, who have built up a commerce al- 
most equal to that of England, and quadruple thai of France; have subdued 
this vast wilderness almost from the Atlantic to the Pacific, have made very 
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respectable advances in manufactures, and have built more miles of railroad, 
more steamboats, and more printing presses, than any other nation on the 
globe. The most of this gigantic work has been done within the last half 
century; all the railways, all the steamboats, nine-tenths of the printing 
presses, and most of the manufactories, have been built within that short 
space of time, and within half that period whole states have grown up ; Wis- 
consin has been made, taken from the stump, in fifteen years, and is now 
pretty well grown, able to speak for herself; 'tis true, she is a little vain, as 
well she may be, for she can boast of having made more fences, more miles 
of road, built more school houses, court houses, jails and churches, and plowed 
more new land, than any other state, great or small, in the Union. This is 
the result of industry, of half a century of persevering, untiring, well-directed 
agricultural and mechanical industry; in comparison with whose glorious 
achievements, those of all the warriors from the beginning of time to the 
present, are utterly insignificant, and weigh as but a feather to a mountain, 
in the scale of utility and happiness. 

For the better illustration of my subject, permit me to read to you the 
items of an order sent to Glasgow, by General Washington, for supplies for 
his family, dated Sept. 20, 1759 : 

Items. — 2 beaver hats, plain, each to cost a guinea, 1 sword belt of red 
morocco leather or buff, no buckles or rings, 4 lbs. ivory blacking, 2 best two 
bladed knives, 1^ reams of paper, 2 flowered lawn aprons, 2 pair woman's 
white silk hose, 6 pair fine cotton hose, 4 pair of thread ditto, 1 pair white, 
and one pair white satin shoes of the smallest sizes, 6 pair woman's best kid 
gloves, 6 pair ditto mittens, 1 black mask, 1 doz. most fashionable pocket 
handkerchiefs, 2 pair neat small scissors, 1 lb. shaded sewing silk, 4 pieces 
binding tape, 19 m. pins, different sizes, 3 lbs. scotch snuff, 3 lbs. best violet 
ttrasburgh, 1 piece white satin ribbon, pearl edge, 1 can of pickles, 1 large 
Cheshire cheese, 4 lbs. green tea, 10 gross best corks, 1 hhd. best porter, 10 
loaves of double and 10 of single refined sugar, 3 snaffle bridles, 9 best girths, 
25 lbs. brown soap, 2 doz. packs playing cards, 2 sacks best English oats, 1 
doz. painter's brushes, 12 best hand padlocks, 18 bell glasses for gardens, 
more chair bottoms such as were wrote for in former invoice, 1 more window 
cmlain and cornice, busts of copper, enameled or glazed, viz : of Julius Caesar, 
of Alexander the Great, of Charles XII of Sweden, and another of the King 
of Prussia, these all to be of the same size, in order to fill up broken pedi- 
ments over dooi-s, and not to exceed 15 inches in height and ten inches in 
width, Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough of somewhat smaller 
size than the above, sundry small ornaments for a chimney piece that is five 
feet long and eight inches wide, 100 lbs. of white biscuit, 2 lanterns, various 
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cloiths are specified, with buttons and thread enough to make up into clothing, 
40 ydsj coarse jean or fustian for summer frocks for *negr6' servants, 1 piiece 
dovrnlass at lOd, i doz. pair coarse strong thrfead hose for negro servants, 
450 ells omaburgs, 360 yds. Kendall cotton, 100 yds.' Dutch blankeJtls^ 20 
lbs. brown thread, 2 sacks salt, a large quantity nails, 2 doz. best staples, 
setts of cooper's and joiner's tools, 5 lbs. white sugar candy, 10 lbs. of browh 
ditto, 1 lb. barley sugar, a largo quantity of drugs tad horse mfedicines of 
diflferent sorts. 

Such then was the state of mechanics and manufactures, in one of the old- 
est and wealthiest colonies in North America 90 years ago. Articles of the 
most common kind, such as are now made at almost every fotir corners, were 
then brought from a foreign country 3000 miles distant. 

Virginia at that time stood pre-eininent among her sister colonies, pos- 
sessed of a virgin soil, exceedingly fertile, with a most salubrious climate, a 
chivalrous and high minded people. She was significantly called the old 
dominion, but by neglecting to profit by the lights of science, to encourage 
the mechanic arts and manufactures within her borders, she Has fallen from 
the high pre-eminence, and is now outranked by many other states, inferior 
to her in size and natural resources. Ohio, her neighboring sister, which 
was then, and for many years after, a vast unbroken wilderness, unmarked by 
the footsteps of civilization, where no human sound, save the whoop and the 
war song was heard, has completely outstripped her in the race of prosper- 
ity; and even Massachusetts, much less in size, with a climate not to be com- 
pared with hers in point of salubrity, and a soil sterile and rocky to a proverb, 
has, by fostering the mechanic arts and commerce, in connection with agri- 
culture and education, attained a degree of prosperity, which will require many 
long years of patient labor on her part to equal. Indeed, unless she exchan- 
ges her system of slave labor for free, she may never hope to reach it. 

Look at Virginia now, and compare her with Virginia at the time above 
referred to. Lands which were then highly productive, growing bountiful 
crops of com and tobacco, with comparatively little labor, are now almost 
wholly unproductive ; even that spot which should be hallowed ground to 
every American citizen, the Mount Vernon farm, once the pride and pleas- 
ure of that patriotic farmer, George Washington, is now so completely ex- 
hausted, that an average often or fifteen bushels of corn to the acre, is con- 
sidered a very satisfactory yield indeed ; and the lands, many of them, in 
that section of the state are in the same condition, many of them worse, 
turned out to commons and overgrown with dwarf pines and cedars. Of 
course manufactui-es are at the same low ebb, for as well might the eaglo 
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attempt to soar to the, clouds, shorn of one of its. pinions, as to expect me- 
chanical or commercial prosperity in the mddst of a debased and ruinous agr 
riculture. You would smjle, Mr. President, at the sight of the clumsy vehi- 
cles and miserable looking, cattle, which are driven, into the Washingtpn , 
City and Georgetown markets, with produce from the suirounding country ; 
and you would smile also, or weep, I hardly know which, at the alarming, 
simplicity of the people who drive those teams. Ah, sir, there is no pro 
vision made by the state of Virginia for the education of the laboring classes, 
and until this important step is taken, she may despair of ever rivaUing, the 
glory of Massachusetts, or the greatness of Ohio. 

As, an illustration of the truth of our proposition, I will state that one of 
the finest water powei's in the Union, equal, I am told, to that of Lowel, is - 
at the falls of the Potomac, almost wholly unimproved; yes, sir, astonishing; 
as it may appear, it is nevertheless true, that within the bounds of the old 
dominion, laved almost by the tide waters of the Atlantic ocean, within two 
cannon shots of that great nation's capitol, with fields white with the mimic 
snow of the south's great staple, almost within eye sight, lies this great 
wealth producing agent, yet really of very little utiHty, and with less improve- 
ments than has been made here on Rock river, with comparatively no capital, 
in the space of fom- short years ; it is useless sir, wholly useless at present ; 
except as a beacon to others, ,and a monument of the ignorance and folly of 
her people. 

Before I close, Mr. President, permit mo to call the attention of this meet- 
ing to the propriety of estabhshing a State Agiicultural and Mechanical 
College, with a farm and workshop attached, where the theories may not 
only be taught, but the practice also. I may be enthusiastic in regard to 
this matter, but in my humble judgment, the State of Wisconsin cannot do 
an act, involving the same outlay of capital, that will do her so much credit 
as a State, and insure so directly to the happiness and prosperity of her peo- 
ple, both now and hereafter, as to invest twenty or thirty thousand dollars 
in the building of an institution of this kind ; I shall not enter into any de- 
tails at present, but merely wish to call the attention of the people to the 
subject, in hopes that they will take measures to have the project brought 
before our next legislature. 

And now, in conclusion, let me say that much, very much, cau and must 
be done throughout our country by individual enterprise ; it is necessaiy that 
we stimulate and assist each other — the nearer the producer and consumer can 
be brought to each other, the better it is for both. Let each man, then, put 
his shoulder to the work as if all depended upon his individual exertion, with 
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the firm, omnipotent resolution, that we will never cease until Rock county 
stands redeemed, pre-eminent in agriculture and manufactures. The means 
of progress are everywhere around us, above us, beneath us, let us fix them 
to us with hooks of iron ; inscribed upon our banners, the motto of the old 
philosophers, of " higher, forever higher." Throw it to the breeze, aud call 
upon our sister counties to join us in the glorious fight — mechanics against 
agriculture. Oh, it is a noble race this — this strife of the field and the work- 
shop, in the glorious contest for supremacy over matter. This strife, of not 
which shall shed the most blood, or do each other the most harm, but which 
shall excel in the production of the means of comfort and happiness, is a 
sight calculated to inspire the philanthropist and patriot with the most pleas- 
urable emotions ; knowing, as he does, that like a race of the Siamese twins, 
one cannot gain much upon the other, without drawing, by an irresistable 
power, his brother along with him, they are so intimately connected. 



ESSAY. 



BY OREIN DENBMORE, ESQ. 



Mr. PBEsmBNT : — ^While I attempt the task imposed by a rule of this 
Society, I certainly feel grateful that I am unrestricted in the choice of sub- 
ject, and range of effort, and shall avail myself of the indulgence so wisely 
extended, as I feel decidedly unprepared to offer anything profitable, or even 
amusing, directly within the range of agricultural subjects, especially in a 
time like the present, when the ablest efforts, theories, and experiences, are 
so generally blown to the winds, or merged in disappointed hopes, blighted 
crops, and depreciated values of agricultural and mechanical products. A 
glance detects what we all know and feel, that there is very little of the aoree- 
able in our present condition and prospects, beyond the fact that we are 
vouchsafed, among other blessings, life, health, plenty of food, and the hope 
that this association, for the benefit of ourselves and others, may be eminent^ 
ly successful. 

We are not, however, to hope for effects without adequate causes, neither 
can we expect to reap where nothing is sown, yet as a result of our associa- 
tion, we inay each hope to profit by the experience and suggestions of the 
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wliolc, and if I am to contribute my mite, it is the conviction that we have 
presumed too much upon the famed fertility of our soil, by the extensive cul- 
ture of wheat, especially the winter varieties, to the exclusion of other sta- 
ples, before meteorological observation and scientific investigation of the cir- 
cumstances of soil and climate had given proper assurances that we might 
hope for the successful growth and maturity of that desirable crop, and ex- 
emption from vicissitudes of weather, while we reap and gather the products 
of the wide^spread fields, which our easily tilled soil enables us to sow. 

The consecutive occurrence of one, two, or even three excellent crops, may, 
indeed, demonstrate that our soil possesses largely the properties necessary 
to wheat culture, which may succeed under favorable meteorological influen- 
ces ; but the recent experience of most of us, shows that those influences are 
not uniformly favorable, and that we are not blessed with any especial im- 
munity from storm in the harvest season. 

If I am right so far, the conclusion is inevitable that our husbandry should 
be more diversified, embracing all the staples to which our soil and climate 
are well adapted, and which mature in such succession, that we may reason- 
ably hope to harvest them. There is ample range for the effort, and through 
it we have good reason to look for success, especially since we have envoked 
the associate wisdom of the Farmers and Mechanics of Rock county to the 
work of improving our circumstances, or enabling us to adapt ourselves with 
better grace to circumstances that cannot be improved. 

Presuming that whatever tends to the improvement and progress of man, 
may with propriety be considered by any association of men, that the great 
object of our existence, socially as well as individually, should be the eleva- 
tion and happiness of the human race. I take the liberty to say, that al- 
though the cultivation of corn and cabbage, kale and potatoes, might legiti- 
mately claim the attention of this Society ; tliat it is highly proper to devise 
ways and means for increasing the wealth of the people, by improvements in 
the various arts of productive industry, so as to realize from the smallest in- 
vestments the greatest return ; how to increase the fertility of our already 
fruitful soil, so that our fields may wave with unwonted growths of the vari- 
ous crops, increasing the beautiful array of russet cones pointing heavenward, 
while the ponderous wain still creaks beneath the plentiful sheaves, and our 
granaries bloat with the gathered stores of the golden giain — gladdening our 
thankful hearts — that our lowing herds and bleating flocks may cheer the 
Ixmutiful valleys and sunny hills with the bright prospect of plenty — that 
the anvil, the last, the mill, the plane, the loom, the trowel, and the untold 
variety of implements in skillful hands, may eminently subserve our inter- 
15 
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ests and minister to our wants. All this is proper and should be diligently 
sought, whilo our aim should be constantly " farther and higher " — " onward 
and upward." The pathway to the honorable acquisition of wealth, with its 
excitements, toil and patience, is plentifully supplied with the " Poor Man's 
Physic," and well adapted to the healthy development of our physical and 
mental faculties, while the possession of a competence thus gained may aid 
the great work of progi'ess. 

I think I am warranted in the belief that man is not yet what it is de- 
signed he shall be — ^not yet what his abilities and opportunities should make 
him — what they will make him, when the causes now operative for his 
physical, intellectual and moral renovation shall have produced their ultimate 
results. 

He was undoubtedly designed for the enjoyment of a perpetual, pleas- 
urable existence, inteiTupted only by eras of change in his mode of being; 
and in every stage of that endless existence, destined to progressive develop- 
ment, measured of course by the perfection of his hereditary organism, and 
circumstances surrounding and attendant upon that existence. 

He was perfect in all his parts and the relations of those parts, and alto- 
gether a fit subject for growth and improvement, in which the principal care 
necessary would be the preservation of his original proportions and relations. 
He was fearfully and wondeifuUy " got up," with faculties, sentiments, and 
propensities, delicately balanced and embodied in an organism replete with 
powers and susceptibilities, each of which singly or in combination, might 
have been made to vibrate to the beautiful harmony of his heaven-born 
nature. The world too, and especially the beautiful west, is so constituted 
that man might, with moderate application, provide for all his real wants ; 
discharge all the duties growing out of his relation to his fellow, and still 
have ample time to attend to all the higher wants of his nature. But man 
is not what he once was. Unfavorable causes, too complex and long opera- 
tive to be traced at this time, have done their work, and left man a harp 
still, but sadly out of tune. 

I will not claim originality in the opinion that the inordinate love of riches 
has wrought our ruin, for we all have read that " the love of money is the 
root of all evil," which declaration is this day as truthful and pertinent as 
when it dropped from the lips of inspiration. 

Acquisitiveness, as a subordinate propensity, is necessary to the perfection 
of our mental organism, doing the duties of a steward in providing for the 
wants of the physical nature and mental faculties ; a very important office 
certainly, and as is the case fiequently in other matters; the importance of 
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tlie oflBce has excited the cupidity of the oiBcer, who has usurped entire con- 
trol, where service only should have been rendered, and perverted all the oth- 
er faculties to its unholy gratification; tasking us early and late, it presides 
when we worship, or sit with a friend; it closes the hand of charity, and, 
like the frogs of Egypt, gets into our ovens and kneading-troughs ; it forbids 
the body's comfort and the mind's culture, except for purposes of sordid 
gain. 

This is, perhaps, a dark side of the picture, but it needs to be seen that 
we may apply the remedy, which is the cultivation and encouragement of 
all desii-able properties, as well as pruning and heading back any and every 
undesirable overgrowth. There are still ample means for our return to that 
true order, in which every attribute and affection harmoniously attend, would 
produce only happiness, and the lower faculties of the mind, guided by culti- 
vated intellect, and restrained by the moral sentiments, wquld give us the 
cunning and prudent industry of the ant and the bee, to provide for our few 
real wants. Our physical constitution, which now tells such sad tales of op- 
pression and cruelty practiced upon it by its present unnatural master, would 
share in the, general renovation, and in return for more rational treatment, 
would infuse new vigor, and impart unwonted elacticity to the emancipated 
intellect, and man would again stand erect at the head of created intelligences, 
the wonder of angels and the living pt-aise of God. 

Let us be wise, and whether we carry the hod or guide the plow, to pro- 
vide for our animal wants, let our higher and constant aim be the moral 
and intellectual improvement of our race. We shall then be better citizens 
better neighbors and better mechanics, better fanners and better men. 



EDUCATION OF FARMERS. 



BY HON. J. F. WILLAED. 



Farmers as much need a thorough education, to prosecute the business of 
Agriculture with success and credit to themselves, as any other class of 
community, not excepting even the so-called learned professions. And 
neither is it necessary that they should receive an education peculiar and 
urdihe that adapted to other professions; but just like it in all respects — let 
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it be tliorougli — let it be liberal — let tbe mind bo disciplined — cultivated — 
elevated — then it is prepared to- enter upon any field of action or research. 
And what broader, or iiiore inviting theater of action is presented anywhere, 
than is spread out before the Agriculturist ! Who has greater incentives to 
penetrate deeply into the great arcana of Nature ? Who more interested to 
know how to develop the hidden mysteries of the soil, and make them sub- 
servient to the wants of man? Who meets with greater obstacles and 
difficulties in the pursuit of his calling, than the fai-mer ? Surely none. — 
Certainly then he should be educated to be prejjared for his high and heaven- 
appointed mission. 

If it is necessary that the Divine, the Lawyer and the Physician should 
be thoroughly educated, and all consider this indispensable, surely the farmer 
more. The business of these is to cull, classify and combine from materials 
already provided, and to avail themselves largely of the labors and experience 
of other men — ^while that of the farmer is to dive into the mysterious laby- 
rinths of nature, and evolve therefrom his own material, from which to furnish 
sustenance for man and beast. 

The farming interest is the formation — the base — of all civilization — of 
all the refinements and luxuries of society, all rest upon it, and to maintain 
such important relations honorably, knowledge of the highest order is abso- 
lutely necessary. The world never committed a greater blunder than when 
that popular notion had its origin, that farming is so simple and natural that 
any person, however ignorant, is qualified to perform its duties quite well 
enough, and that agriculture was intended by Providence as the employment 
of the raSiZe and the lower classes; fa:rmers themselves unwittingly subscrib- 
ing to the doctrine, and humbly submitting to its dictates. Farmers have 
often educated their sons and their daughters, but not for their own profession 
— they have sought some higher sphere for them, and we are happy to know 
that the brightest stars that have shone in the constellations of Divinity) 
Politics, Law or Medicine, were from the ranks of farmers' sons — but unfor- 
tunately, lost to the profession of agriculture, by that false and foolish 
heresy, that farming is simple and needs only ignoramuses to carry it on. — 
No one had thought of reaping laurels from farm products, or of immortal- 
izing their names at the plow handles — thus the farmer has been sunk for 
ages in the depths of ignorance and degradation — and a farmer was only 
another word for slave or serf. 

Sad and disheartening as has been the condition of the tiller of the soil — 
deep as has been sunk our race — ^long as it has been enshrouded in error and 
gloom — sure as has felt the aristocrat that his power was perpetual — never- 
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theless, a new destiny is developing itself. Providence, who brings light out 
of dwkness, is beginning to turn the tide backwards, and to show to the 
world that he will have his own institution honored and respected. 

That being, who had but to speak the word and it was done — to command 
and it was brought forth — did speak — and gardens, and farms, and land- 
scapes of the most enchanting beauty and grandeur, arose from nothing — 
and orchards, bending under the weight of golden fruit — and wavy fields of 
grain — and lowing herds — and bleating sheep, and last of all, man, in the 
image of his God, came forth, and by the appointment of his creator, entered 
upon his delightful mission — a tiller of the ground. 

Nothing is more indicative of the fact, that farmers are arousing them- 
selves to throw off shackles, which have bound them, than the desire every- 
where evinced for intelligence — for education. Om- Common School System 
has grown out of this desire. It is a creation of farmers — ^it is a stepping 
stone to those sublime and higher privileges which soon will be within the 
reach of every farmer's son and daughter throughout our country. There 
are obstacles to be met — prejudices to be overcome — farmers will be obliged 
to conquer a position for themselves — they must expect to make their way 
as " a cannon hall makes its.'' 

That old idea of the aristocracy, that " the few are born to rule,'' is still 
rife, and nothing but the steady, persevering efforts of the masses, to elevate 
themselves by education, can crush it — it must be done — it wiU be done. 

This is an age of progress, generally forward — ^but sometimes unfortun- 
ately backwards — for the last quarter of a century, agiiculture has been 
advancing in respectability — ^it has called science and education to its aid, 
and is beginning to exhibit some features of its primitive beauty — and when 
it shall have cast off the " crysalis " and appear in its native and original 
grandeur, it will stand forth as the beau ideal of the race. Then let farmers 
unfalteringly pursue the course which they have begun — let them educate 
themselves — their sons — their daughters — and retain them in their own 
ranks, to grace their own " triumphs," to ennoble and elevate their own pro- 
fession — then shall all men seek to do it reverence, and the tiller of the soil 
shall occupy his true position— that of lord of creation. 

Then he shall no longer plod contentedly along in the footsteps of his 
fathers — seeming to ask pardon for being in the world — and depending upon 
the earth, chance and moonshine for crops, rather than intelligent culture and 
carefully husbanded resources. 

Those days are past — a new and glorious era has dawned upon him ; 
he has become convinced that he has only to be educated — educated as other 
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people are, to stand an equal chance, and be second to none in the scale of 
intelligence and influence, since it comes to be said in these times of vice 
and corruption that the safety of our American Republic depends upon the 
" virtue and intelligence of the rural districts." There is certainly another 
incentive for farmers to take good care to prepare theiHselves for the emer- 
gencies of the times — the love of cowitry should awaken them, if nothing 
else, to be ready and qualified by intelligence to take the reins of State and 
preside in tha councils of the nation, and add at least enough of the " salt 
of virtue " to save our institutions from the doom threatened by the scarcity 
of such a composition. 

It might be expected that something would be said in respect to the detail 
of a farmer's education ; this is a broad and important field, and we should 
weary your patience by entering upon it at this time. Sufiice it to say that 
the farmer should be so educated in his profession,' and so well under- 
stand his business, that he will not be compelled to make such enormous 
discounts, of four or five hundred per cent., in exchanging his labor for the 
services of professional men, in other departments of science. We mean no 
disrespect for the learned professions ; they have earned their position and 
are entitled to it — ^let the farmers do the same and it will all be well. 

We have not expected to enlighten any one upon the subject of education 
of farmere, but to call attention to certain facts as they have existed in con- 
nection with that class, hoping thereby to elicit inquiry into the causes of 
those facts, and if we have not suggested the right one and the remedy, we 
hold ourselves open to conviction, and hope to be instructed in the right. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1852. 



At the annual meeting of the Society, held at the court house in Janes- 
ville, Dec. 1st, 1851, the following list of oflScers were chosen for the 
ensuing year: 

Hon. J. F. Willard, President. Z. P. Burdick, Janesville; J. A. Fletcher, 
Johnstown; James M. Burgess, Janesville; I. S. Love, Beloit; John Winston, 
Porter ; and Jesse Miles, Janesville, Vice Presidents. Onin Guernsey, Ke- 
cording Secretary. John P. Dickson, Corresponding, Secretary. John P. 
Dickson, Treasurer. Almon Kenney, Avon ; Amos Remington, Spring Val- 
ley; Andrew Colter, Magnolia; Ira Jones, Union; Daniel Lovejoy, Porter; 
Andrew Stevens, Center; Jervis Bemis, Plymouth ; J. L. V. Thomas, Newark; 
N. B. Gaston, Beloit; J. F. Antisdell, Eock; J. M. Riker, Janesville; Isaac 
Miles, Fulton; J. E. Culver, Milton; T. P. Davis, Harmony; J. P. Wheeler, 
LaPi-airie ; L. P. Harvey, Turtle ; Wm. Stewart, Clinton ; Onin Densmore, 
Bradford ; A. M. Cai-ter, Johnstown ; Thomas Newton, Lima, Directors. 

At this meeting, T. W. Wlliams, of Bradford, read an Essay before the 
Society. 

Voted that Col. Z. P. Burdick, Prof S. P. Lathrop, of Beloit College, and 
S. A. Hudson, Esq., of Janesville, be requested to read Essays before the 
Society at the next quarterly meeting. 

On motion of 0. Guernsey, it w-as voted that a memorial, properly signed 
by the Secretary and President of the Society, be forwarded to Congress, 
respectfully requesting that Honorable body to pass a law establishing an 
Agricultural Bureau at Washington. 

Messrs. Love, Wheeler and Howland, were appointed a committee to 
receive proposals from the several towns which are desirous of having the 
next Fair. 

March 1st, 1852. 
The first quarterly meeting of the year was held at the court house. 
Essay read by Col. Z. P. Burdick, and on motion of 0. Guernsey, the 
thanks of the Society was voted him, and a copy requested for publication. 
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Col. Oirin Guernsey was requested to read an Essay before the Society at 
its next quarterly meeting. 

Junk '7th, 1852. 

This meeting came oif at American Hall. President in the chair. 

A committee, consisting of Thomas Tuttle, of Clmton ; Samuel Hinman, 
of Beloit ; L. P. Harvey, of Turtle ; Ira Jones, of Union ; 0. Densmore, of 
Bradford; A. M. Carter, of Johnstown; J. F. Willard, of Kock; M. Miller, of 
Harmony ; J. M. Burgess, of Janesville ; J. E. Culver, Milton ; J. L. V. 
Thomas, of Newark, were chosen to report Awarding Committees for the 
ensuing annual Fair in September next. 

Prof. S. P. Lathrop, of Beloit College, read an Essay, for which the So- 
ciety voted its thanks, and respectfully solicited a copy for pubhcation. 

On motion of J. P. Wheeler, Esq. — voted that it be a standing rale with 
the Society to listen to the reading of the Essays at 2 o'clock, P. M. 

June 28th, 1852. 

An adjourned meeting of the Society met at American Hall. President 
in the chair. 

Essays were read by S. A. Hudson, Esq., and Col. 0. Guernsey, and on 
motion of Col. Burdick a vote of thanks was presented, and a copy of each 
solicited for publication. 

Voted that Messrs. Harvey, of Turtle; Foote, of Center; and Barker, of 
Beloit, be requested to read Essays before the Society at its next meeting. 

The committee to report Awarding Committees, reported at this meeting, 
which was adopted by the Society. 

AN ADJOURNED MEETING AT AMERICAN HALL. 

July 3d, 1852. 
It may be proper here to say, that the Society are under obligations to the 
courtesy of the gentlemanly proprietor of the American, James M. Burgesr, 
Esq., for the use of his Hall, for holding the meetings of the Society at va- 
■ rious times. 

At this meeting, the committee for locating the next Fair, reported that 
the town of Beloit had offered a bonus of $240 — the highest offer of any 
town in the county — whereupon it was voted that the next annual Fair of 
the Society, be held in Beloit. 

September 6th, 1852. 
This was the regular quarterly meeting, and was held at American Hall. 
Essay read by Hon. L. P. Harvey, of Turtle ; and on motion of J. P. Wheel- 
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er, the thanks of the Society were voted, and a copy sohcited for publication. 

At this meeting. S. P. Lathrop, S. Q. Barker, Daniel Bennett, N. B. Gas- 
ton and S. Hinman, Esq., of Beloit, were chosen a committee to make 
the necessary arrangements for the coming Fair at Beloit. 

The President, Secretary and Treasurer, were chosen a committee to pre- 
pare rules and regulations for governing the Fair. 

E. A. Foote, Esq., of Center; S. G. Barker, Esq., of Beloit, and J. P. 
Wheeler, Esq., were requested to read essays, at the next meeting of the 
Society. , 



PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

ADDRESS OF THK PKBSIDKNT, HON. J. F. WILLARD, AT BELOIT, SEPTEMBER 29Tir, 

1852. 

Gentlemen of the HocJe County Agricultural Society and Mechanics' In- 
stitute, and Fellow Citizens: — In compliance with this regulation of our 
Association, I propose to offer a few thoughts upon the subject of agricul- 
ture, and matteis connected therewith. It is not my intention to attempt to 
amuse you by eloquence or a fine speech, as speech making is no part of my 
business; but hope, by the use of such language as one farmer employs in 
addressing another, to make my thoughts intelligible to you ail. 

Much has been said and much written upon the subject of agriculture. — 
Yet such is the variety of its employments, and such its fruitful sources of 
investigation, that unlike most other subjects, it always presents something 
interesting to the admirer of the profession, and can never be worn out or 
exhausted, however much it is talked about. The tillage of the soil is the 
most ancient of all employments, and was ordained by the Deity himself, as 
the business of civilized man, but like every other branch of human industry, 
it has its ups and downs, its lights and shadows, its sunshines and its storms. 
Our forefathers considered the calling dignified anid honorable, but, somehow 
or other, latterly, the idea has obtained that it is more respectable to live 
by one's wits than by the labor of his hands ; but believing but few whom I 
now have the honor to address, have been so unfortunate as to fall into thst 
error, I shall not multiply words upon the subject, but take it for gi'anted 
that those convened here to-day, do believe agricultural and mechanical pur- 
suits dignified and honorable, for we have before us the most indubitable 
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testimony that thoir hands and wits have fonned a profitable and pleasing 
alliance for the prosecution of that ancient and useful pursuit. 

It may not be unfitting the occasion to glance briefly at the condition of 
agriculture, both past and presfent, in Rock county; and it has occurred to 
me that in so doing, it might be well to call your attention to some of the 
mistakes we have committed, and also to some of the eiTors into which we 
have fallen; for by the lights of past experience rcmsiisxTosrs be guided — 
more, if possible, than any other class of community. The doctrine of "what 
has been will be," under similar circumstances, is emphatially true of farming. 
As the virtue of human action is found in practicing what we already know, 
well, rather than in searching for new rules of action, you will pardon me for 
suggesting that we, as farmers, profit in future by the experience we have 
gained from the past few years in Wisconsin farming. 

'"The firet error I shall notice, into which farmers have fallen, is the buy- 
ing too much land. Three-fourths of the farmers of Wisconsin own too much 
land. Although owners of hundreds of acres of the rich soil of Our prairies, 
yet they are poor — land poor. If your land is paid for and free from incum- 
brances, you are still poor from having too much land. The old proverb of 
" too much of a good thing is good for nothing," is too true of our land-own- 
ing farmers, generally. 

Too much land, too much fencing, too many taxes, are burdeos not easily 
borne. Farmers understand this — ^I need not enlarge. The next error I 
shall mention, grows directly out of, and is a legitimate result of the one 
mentioned — too many acres under cultivation. Farmers have wasted their 
energies and resources, in breaking up, and adding field to field of new ground, 
while their already broken lands were but half cultivated, and in many in- 
stances, left to be overrun by a rampant growth of weeds, hundreds of acres 
of which may be seen to-day, nodding their heads to the passing breeze in 
proud defiance of the husbandman, and seem likely to keep possession of 
their rich acres for some time to come. This is all wrong ; for a crop of 
weeds, such as grow upon Rock prairie, impoverish land more than a good 
crop of grain. If farmers had broken but half as much land, and expended 
the same labor upon that, which they have upon the whole, they would have 
had more money in their pockets, and felt loss annoyance and chagrin in look- 
ing upon their badly cultivated farms. 

Another prominent fault of our farmers has been too much wheat-raisina 
A large share of the population of this county emigrated from the wheat 
growing districts of the east, and without waiting to test the capabilities of 
this new country for producing their favorite crop, all hands rushed into wheat 
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raising, investing their funds, as before stated, in breaking and fencing land, 
and making everything subservient to the one object; and being encouraged 
and allured on by the partial success attending the first and second crop, on 
the prairie sod, the mania increased until the farmere of Rock county be- 
came, almost bankinptby their untiring and determined efforts to raise wheat, 
and nothing but wheat. Farms were mortgaged and re-mortgaged to raise 
funds to make up the deficiencies accruing by the continual losses and fail- 
ures in the wheat crop, and not until there were no more funds to be raised 
by mortgaging farms, or from other sources, and the bursting of the great 
Hedgerow bubble, did farmers get their eyes opened to the fact that too 
much wheat raising had nearly ruined them. We do not mean to say that 
wheat raising, to a moderate extent, cannot be pursued here profitably, but 
that as a leading or sole article of farm production, it can never be profitable. 
The idea of concenti'ation in respect to farming, may do in some latitudes, 
and under certain circumstances. Agriculture may be^ and is, practiced prof- 
itably in many locations in these United States, by turning the entire atten- 
tion and energies of the farmer or planter to one, and only one, branch of 
the business. For instance, in some places which are pecuharly adapted 
to wheat raising, that business may be made the leading or sole business of 
that locality, and the same may be said of corn and pork raising in other 
places, of stock raismg in others, cotton and sugar in others ; but however 
well this practice may succeed in other parts of the country, it is cekain it 
can never succeed to a very gi'eat extent here. Too many of us have believ- 
ed the theory and attempted the practice, but the result has been anything 
but flattering. We are compelled, then, from past experience, to turn our 
attention to some other theory, and the one which most naturally suggests 
itself as safe and practicable, is variety and diversity. It is evident, from the 
limited experiments which have been made, that our soil is admirably adapt- 
ed to the culture of various crops, and the rearing of a variety of domestic an- 
imals ; and in accordance thereto, many have adopted the variety scheme the 
present year, and although the agricultural operations of the county,' in the 
aggregate, are much less than usual, yet the net income will far exceed that 
of any previous year; and it is easy to see that the improvement in the farm- 
er's prospects does not arise from the fact that the wheat crop is a better one 
than an average, for the present prices for wheat do not give a farmer any- 
thing like a fair profit for his labor. The cause, then, of better prospects, 
is not found in a little better crop of wheat this year, but in adopting a dif- 
ferent fanning practice. Two things operate against us at present, which 
a»gur to deter us from extensive operations in wheat : one is our remoteness 
from markel), or in other words, the producer and consumer are too far apart. 
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The other is, the wheat market of the world is glutted, and has been for the 
last three years. 

The errors aheady alluded to, may be denominated faults of commission ; 
while there are a large number of mistakes which the farmers of this county 
have committed, which may be denominated faults of omission. Of the lat- 
ter I shall notice two or three. 

Farmers, like other people, are unable to attend to everything at once ; 
and while their time and attention have been taken up with their wheat op- 
erations, they have omitted to rear or procure herds of stock to consume the 
oflfal of their grain crops, and convert their piles of straw (which they, in 
their haste, have burned,) into a fruitful source of enriching their lands, and 
returns to their jaded wheat fields, some remuneration for their incessant toils; 
stock, too, in the shape of beef, pork, wool, and working animals, would have 
been very convenient in stopping the gaps often occurring by the failure of 
wheat. Another item of neglect will be found in the lack of orchards and 
fruit trees. Nothing pays better for the outlay than the cultivation of fruit 
trees. Few farmers, as yet, have done their duty in this department. — 
When we reflect that Rock county has been settled more than fifteen years, 
and that it has one of the best adapted soils and climates for the culture of 
the apple pear and plumb, and that apples are readily sold in the market at 
$2,00 per bushel, and plums at a penny apiece, we credibly infer that there 
has been altogether too little fruit-tree planting. It is to be hoped that 
farmere will attend to this matter, and that every man who owns land will 
plant fruit trees. If he has not already commenced, begin now — " better 
late than never," is a good maxim ; but in this case, " never too late " is 
a better one. If fifteen years have passed without giving this subject due 
attention, commence now; plant trees this fall — next spring — every oppor- 
tunity — plant trees, until we become the banner county in fruit raising. — 
We have the soil, the climate, and I hope the disposition. Then what shall 
hinder us from revelling in the luxuries of a fruit growing eden? 

As ours is, for the most part, a prairie countiy, and destitute of timber, 
too little attention has been paid to the planting of shade and timber trees. 
In lands covered with forests, the destruction of trees is the fii-st object; here 
the scarcity of timber, and the bleak, open prairie, invites, as a first object, 
to the cidtivation of trees. Groves of the various kinds of timber and shade 
trees, can be raised nearly as easily as fields of corn, by planting the seeds 
in the same way; and being so placed as to protect houses, orchards, &o.; 
serving, at the same time, the double purpose of utility and ornament — af- 
fording timber for fuel and fencing, and protection from the prairie winds^ 
and adding beauty and comfort to a place, as shade and ornamental trees. — 
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In tliis way, many* a prairie home, which now looks dreary and forbidding, 
with a little outlay for trees would soon be transformed into the veriest par- 
adise. It has been said by a modem author, that one of the best pieces of 
advice given by that great writer. Sir Walter Scott, was, " to plant a tree 
when you have time," said he, " plant a tree. It will be growing when you 
are sleeping ; yes," said he, " when we are sleeping in the dust. Genera- 
tions shall rise up and bless us for the deed, and our children's children shall 
enjoy the shade." Let us, then, erect monuments to perpetuate our names 
and deeds all over this beautiful prairie, by planting groves of trees. 

It has been said that in no one particular is the farming community moi-e 
deficient, than in their taste for ornamental agriculture. I make the remark 
in a general sense — ^it is no more apphcable to us in Wisconsin, than to the 
farming class everywhere ; and I only referred to the fact, hoping that as we 
have not yet had suflScient time to develop our taste in this respect, we may 
take the subject under consideration at this early day, and that the suggestion 
may, in some degree, influence us to show more taste in this department, 
than have our predecessors. It should be the design of every one who owns 
a homestead, to make it in the highest degree pleasant and agi-eeable to 
himself and family. Around our homes should our endearments be concen- 
trated ; should that home be the humblest cabin, the plain cottage or stately 
mansion, nothing adds more to the external appearance of our homes, than 
a little taste displayed in the setting out and carefully training a few shrubs 
and plants. The most humble cabin upon the prairies, with its dooi-way 
covered with the grape vine and honeysuckle, with here and there a climbing 
rose fastening itself to its rough sides, overshadowedwith a few native and fruit 
bearing trees, presents more pleasing and home-like associations tcj the passer- 
by, than the best built house surrounded with its fences, and all the append- 
ages the architect can supply, glittering with its paint and its gaudy blinds, 
in the absence of those natuitll and subduing accompaniments which a tasteful 
aiTangement of a few trees and shrubs can give it. 

I could mention many other things as errors of omission, did time permit^ — 
but I forbear. 

Now, in view of our faults and short-comings, we ought to learn wisdom. 
Experience is sometimes a dear teacher; yet, in the end, the lessons incul- 
cated make a deeper impression than those learned in the ordinary way.— 
I think it wiU be so in this instance. Many of our farmera have learned the 
lesson, and have turned their attention to a variety of farm products, and 
their purses, which have for so long a time been nearly empty, will again 
be replenished, and bountifully too, by the sale of their com and pork, their 
rye and oats, flax and wool, hops and barley, timothy and clover seed, tur- 
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keys, chickens and eggs, &c. This state of things we may set down as om- 
inous of the good time coming for farmers ; nay, we have reason to hope and 
believe that the good time has abeady commenced, and that the cloud which 
has so long lowered upon the prospects of the farmer, will soon pass away ; 
for we see upon its dark front, the glittering bow of promise, and hear only 
the muttering of the distant and retiring thunder. Then let us be up and 
doing; and with stout hearts and willing hands pursue with new zeal our 
time-honored and heaven-appointed profession. As the name and title of 
our society indicates, so all the facts. The farmers and mechanics of Rock 
county are united to promote the objects of this association, and it may, with 
propriety, be said of us, that " united we stand, divided we fall." The me- 
chanic art is the handmaid of agriculture, being nearly coeval with it and 
honored alike by the sanctions of Deity. In behalf of the farming portion 
of this society, I take great pleasure in tendering to the mechanics of the same, 
our grateful acknowledgements for the substantial aid they have on their 
part rendered, in carrying forward the operations of the society ; also for their 
persevering efforts to furnish labor-saving machinery and improved farming 
implements genersdly, for the use and benefit of agriculture. And we con- 
gratulate them on the fair prospect in future for their being suitably reward- 
ed in a pecuniary point of view, for their labor and efforts. 

We have said the mechanic art is the handmaid of agriculture, and in 
this connection wish to add, that science bears the same relation to both. No 
man can be a skillful or successful farmer or mechanic, unless he unites 
knowledge with labor, and science with practice. 

As a society, we have been materially assisted by the suggestions and coun- 
sels of gentlemen of the learned professions for which we tender them onr 
thanks, and bespeak their co-operation in future. 

And the Ladies also, who are the handmaids q{ every good thing, we are 
much indebted; and owe many thanks, for die interest they have taken in 
forwarding the objects and designs of the society ; may they be richly re- 
warded for their labor of love. 

And in conclusion let me say that the results of our infant society, already 
apparent, are such as to encourage us still to labor, and that with renewed 
zeal, to promote its objects. 

As we have exchanged views and sentiments, and compared our notes of 
experience in our associated capacity, we have become acquainted with each 
other, and the wants of the agricultural community. Those wants are 
beginning to be felt, and an interest is being awakened throughout our coun- 
ty upon the subject of agriculture, and our prospects are far more flattering 
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tiian the most sanguine of us dared to hope or anticipate, in the commence- 
nient of our enterprise. 

And I would respectfully recommend that every membir of this associa- 
tion, should remain its steadfast fiiend, and exert his influence to induce such 
farmers and others, as have not yet joined it, to do so ; and then by our in- 
creased, united, systematic eifort, diffuse useful information, which, when 
done, cannot fail to introduce and perpetuate a more enlightened and profit- 
able system of husbandry ; and which, when accomplished, will render agri- 
cultural employment the most pleasant, the most reputable, and among the 
most profitable avocations of life. And then we shall appreciate more fully 
the sentiment uttered by the father of our country, that agriculture is the 
most healthy, the most useful, and the moat noble employment of man. 



ANNUAL FAIR AT BELOIT. 

Premiums awarded at the annual Fair, at Beloit, September 28th and 
29th, 1852. 

DmsioN No. 1. 

STALLIONS, GELDINGS, MARES AND COLTS. 

Dr. G. B. Sanderson, of Beloit; Chairman of Awarding Committee. 

STALLIONS. 

Best stallion; R. M. Wheeler, of Janes\-ille — " ffambletonian." Firet pre- 
mium, $5,00, and diploma. 

Second best; Daniel Blodgett, Beloit — " Grand Twrk." 2d premium, $3,00. 

Third best; Simon Ruble, Beloit — " Prince of Cir cassia." Third premium, 
$2,00. 

Best 3 years old staUion; Daniel Blodgett, Beloit. First premium, $2,00. 

Best 2 years old stalUon; Simon Ruble, Beloit — " Voimci St. Patrick.'^ — 
1st premium, $2,00, and diploma. 

Second best 2 years old stallion ; J. A. Fletcher, Johnstoivn. 2d premium, 
$1,50. 

Third best 2 years old stallion; Hiram Case, Clinton. 3d premium $1,00. 
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Best one year old colt; Charles T.Wilcox, of Rook — "Sir Henry." 1st 
premiuin, $1,50. 

Second best — C» Loftus Martin, Turtle. 2d premium, $1,00. 

Third best — D. Blodgett, Beloit. 3d premium, "TS cents. 

Best sucking colt ; G.W.Lambert. 1st premium, $1. 

Second best sucking colt ; Orrin Densmore, Bradford. 2d premium, V6 cents. 

Third best^C. T. Wilcox, Rock. 3d do. 50 cents. 

Best brood mare ; C. Loftus Martin, Turtle. 1st premium, $3. 

Second best brood mare ; Harvey Holmes, Harmony. 2d premium, $2. 

Third best brood mare; Charles R. Gibbs, Harmony. 3d premium, $1. 

Best single mare ; C. Loftus Martin, Turtle — " Jenni/ Idnd." 1st premi- 
um, $3. 

Second best single mare ; J. A. Brooks. 2d premium, $2. 

Third best do. do. Daniel Bennett, Beloit. 3d premium, $1. 

Best single gelding; W. H. Howard, Beloit — bay horse. 1st premium, $3. 

Second best do. J. A. Brooks — sorrel horse. 2d premium, $2. 

Third best do. J. A. Brooks — gray horse. 3d premium, $1. 

Best matched geldings; Howland & Trask — span of bay horses. 1st pre- 
mium, $5. 
Remarks. — Holland & Trask sold these horses subsequently for $600. 

They were at once sold again for $650, and taken to Racine ; where they 

wore again sold for $2000, a few months after; and at last, sold in Chicago, 

for $3000. 

Second best matched geldings; W. H. Howard, Beloit — span of bay horses. 
2d premium, $3. 

Third best matched geldings ; D. H. Cobb, LaPrairie — span of gray horses. 
3d premium, $2. 
The committee recommend a diploma to P. W. Dickey, for liis span of 

horees, being the fastest travelers. 

Division No. 2. 

DRAUGHT HORSES, ASSES AND MULES. 

M. T. Walker, Milton, Chairman of Committee. 

Best stallion ; Simon Ruble, Beloit. 1st premium, $5. 

Best one year old stallion; H. Stockman. 1st premium, $1,50. 

A. Miller being from Blinois, the by-laws of the Society forbid the award- 
ing of a premium. The committee accordingly awarded a diploma. 
Best span of geldings; Simon Ruble. 1st premium, $3. 




The pvojiciriy • of R. M. ■VTheeler;.,;3a»ie^illo. The first prmjjiim vr^ awarded to Hambletonian at 
the Vmzbt px^ itpfk Co. AsJ'Jcultural goqietj' and Mechajiic8''institutc, h$ld at Belpit ft ISSa. 
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Second best span of geldings; G. B. Sanderson, Beloit. 2d premium, *:;,, 

Third best span of geldings; J. F. Doxstader. 8d premium, $1. 

Best two years old colt; F. S. Eldred, Johnstown. 1st premium, $1,50. 

Best mare ; J. F. Willard, Eock. 1st premium, $3. 

Second best mare ; Peter McVane, Newark. 2d premium, $2. 

Third best mare ; C. T. Wilcox, Eock. 3d premium, $1. 

Best 2 years old mare; D. Wemple. 1st premium, $1,50. 

Second best 2 years old mare; B. Latta, 2d do. $1. 

Best mule, B. Cheney — 16 months old. 1st premium, $1. 

Best jenny ; G. W. Bicknell, Beloit. 1st premium, $2. 

Division No. 3. 

BLOOD BULLS, WORKING OXEN AND STEERS. 

C. Loftus Martin, Chairmanof Committee. 

Best Durham bull; C. Loftus Martin, Turtle. 1st premium, $4. 
Second best Durham Bull; M. P. Cogswell, Turtle. 2d premium, $3. 
Third best; Yost & Roberts, Beloit — Ayreshire bull. 3d premium, $2 
Best yearling buU ; Freeman Hitchcock, LaPrairie. 1st premium, $3. 
Second best yearling bull ; Jonathan Corey, Center. 2d premium, $2. 
Best buU calf; Charles Bicknell, Beloit. 1st premium, $1,50. 
Second best buU calf; Jesse Miles, JanesyiUe. 2d premium, $1. 
Best pair matched working oxen; T. P. Davis, Harmony. 1st premium, $3. 
Second best pair matched working oxen; A. C. Brooks. 2d premium, $2 
Third best pair matched working oxen; C. R. Gibbs. 3d premium, $1. 
B. Cheeny ; a good bull calf. Diploma. 

Division No. 4. 

FAT CATTLE, DAIRY COWS, HEIFERS, YEARLINGS AND 

CALVES. 

F. S. Eldred, Johnstown, Chairman of Committee. 

Best fat Durham cow; Peter McVane, Newark. 1st premium, $1. 
Best milch grade Durham cow; F. Hitchcock, LaPrairie. 1st prem., $1,60. 
Second best grade Durham cow; G. W. Bicknell, Beloit. 2d premium, $1. 
Third best grade Durham cow; S. G. CoUey, Beloit. 3d premium, 60 cents. 
Best Durham cow; Wait Talcott. 1st premium, $1. 
Best three years old heifer; C. Tuttle, Turtle. 1st premium, $2. 
16 
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Second bsiSt three years old heifer; Albert Reynolds. 2d premium, $1,00. 

Best yearling grade steer; Jacob Footo. 1st premium, $1. 

Second best yearling grade steer; T. H. Downer. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

Best ycarliiig grade heifer; Jacob Fowle. 1st premium, $1. 

Second best yearling grade heifer; F. B. Field. 2d premium, 5o cents. 

Best grade bull calf; J. F. Willard. 1st premium, $1. 

Second be^t gr«de bull calf; A. R. Parish. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

Division No. 5. 

SHEEP AND WOOL. 

B. F. Pixley, Chairman of Committee. 

Best Fleece of wool; N. P. Benson. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Best Merino buck ; John A. Fletcher, Johnstown. 1st premium, $3. 
Second best Merino buck ; N. P. Benson. 2d premium, $2. 
Third best Merino bucy; E. Bradley. 3d premium, $1. 
Best buck of all grades; Levi St. John, Janesvillo. Ist premium, $4. 

Division No. 6. 

SWINE. 

Richard Dole, Chairman of Committee. 

Best boar; C. Loftus Martin, Turtle. 1st premium, $3. 

Best boar pig ; A. H. Manloy, Illinois. Diploma. 

Best barrow pig; John N. Reynolds. 1st premium, $1. 

Best sow; Charles Bickncll, Beloit. 1st premium, $3. 

Best sow and pigs ; Samuel G. Colley, Boloit. 1st premium, $3. 

Division No. 7. 

POULTRY. 

S. T. Merrill, Beloit, Chairman of Committee. 

Best pair Cochins; S. P. Lathrop, Beloit. Diploma. 

Best pair Shanghais," " " 1st premium, $1. 

Note. — The committee were much pleased with a brood of six Cochin 
chickens, belonging to Mr. Lathrop, three months old, and pronounced them 
very fine. 
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Best pair Hamburgs; W. 8. Chase, Janesville. 1st premium, One Dollar. 
Best pair Chittagongs, " " " Ist " One Dollar, 

Best six common fowls; H. T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit. 1st premium, $1. 
Best six turkeys; J. F. Willard, Rock. 1st premium, 25 cents. 
Best show of peacocks; M. P. Cogswell, Turtle. Ist premium, 25 c«nts. 

Division No. 8. 

FARM AND KITCHEN GARDENS, 

J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown, Chairman of Committee. 

Best one acre of flax, 2775 lbs. in the stalk, 9f bushels seed ; raised by 

Daniel Bennett^ Turtle. 1st premium, $3. 
Best sample hops; Simon Antisdell, Rock. 1st premium, $3. 
Best five acres of com, with sample, producing seventy bushels to the acre, 

on land that never had been manured ; raised by J. F. Antisdell, Rock. 

1st premium, $3. 
Best five acres of wheat, with sample — variety, red chaft^ — bald, 31 bushels 

per acre; raised by Robert Taylor, Spring Valley. 1st premium, |5. 
S. A. Murry, of Turtle, offered a fine specimen of white flint wheat, but no 

definite statement of the yield per acre. Awarded a diploma. 
Best specimen of onions; J. F. Willard. 1st premium, 25 cents. 
Best specimen of long pink-eyed potatoes ; Richard Dole, Turtle. 1st pre- 
mium, $1. 
J. F. Willard ; good specimens of Irish pink-eyed potatoes, of extraordinary 

size. Premium, 25 cents. 
Henry T. Woodward, Jr. ; good specimens of sugar beet, red turnip beet and 

orange carrot. Premium, 25 cents. 
Also best specimen mangel wurzel. Premium, 25 cents. 
G. Wilgus; specimen of English teazle. Premium, 25 cents. 

Division No. 10, 

FRUITS. 

Mark Miller, Chairman of Committee. 

Best sample of peaches; Daniel Blodgett, Beloit. Ist premium, 50 cents. 
Best sample black cluster grapes ; Henry T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit 1st 

premium, 50 cents. 
Sample of six varieties of plums ; James Caldwell, Fulton, 1st premium, 

50 cents and diploma. 
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Sample of seedling plums; James Caldwell, Fulton. Premium, 50 cents. 
Best and largest variety of apples; J. Roberts, Beloit. 1st premium, |2. 
Best variety of one variety of apples ; Richard Dole, Turtle. Prem., 50 cents. 

Division No. 11. 

PLOWING MATCH, 

Col. Ezra Miller, Chaimian of Committee. 

Best specimen of plowing; Reuben Case, of Clinton, 1st premium, Si. 

Division No. 12. 

FARMING IMPLEMENTS AND DOMESTIC MANUFACTURE. 

Sub-Division No. 1. 

G, S. Ruble, Beloit, Chairman of Committee, 

Vegetable grinder and comsheller — ^good — no competition ; J. F. Worcester, 

Premium, 50 cents. 
Best comsheller; Barker & Love, Beloit. 1st premium, 60 cents. 
Best reaping machine ; " " 

Best mowing machine ; " " 

Artesian well drill ; " " 

Saw miU dogs ; " 

Best seed drill; " " 

Press screws; '' " 

Best platform scales ; N. B. Gaston, " 
Best counter scales; " ' " " 
Best packing scales ; " " " 
B«st fanning mill; Rufus^ Clark, " 
Best grain cradle ; N. W. Hammond. 
Saw arbor ; G. Orton — no competition. 
Hand drill; " 

Note. — ^The committee consider Barker & Love's mowing machine oJccel- 
lent, and recommend it the patronage of the farming community, 

SuB-DivisioN No. 2. 

Stephen G. Barker, Chairman of Committee. 
Best steel plow; A. W. Parker, Jailesville, Ist premium, $1. 
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Best two-horse carriage; W. H. Ho-vfai-d, Beloit. 1st preniiiim, $1,50. 

Best one-horse wagon; Otis & Hinman, Beloit. 1st premium, $2,00. 

Best shovel cultivator' plow — good article — simple in construction; B. B. 
Olds, Clinton. 1st premium, $1. 

Wm. Peck, Janesville ; pateid carriage coupling — good — vastly superior to 
any now in use. Diploma. 

Best half dozen common hoes; Parker & Stone, Beloit. 1st premium, $1,50, 

Best two hay forks " " " " " 50e 

Best patent churn — superior article — J. P. VanVlick. Diploma. 1st pre- 
mium, 50 cents. 

Sub-Division No. 3. 

J. P. Wheeler, Chairman of Committee. 

Best set bu^y harness — extra — J. M. Hiker, Janesville. Diploma and 1st 

premium, $2. 
Best set carriage harness — extra " " " 1st prem., $2. 

Best draught collars — extra " " " " 50 cts. 

P. A. AUis, Beloit; parts of a buggy harness — excellent. Diploma. 
Best specimen of printing and wrapping paper ; by S. T. Merrill, Beloit. — 

The committee feel that Mr. Memll is entitled to much credit for the 

manufacture. Diploma. 
A. W. Wright; best specimen of horse shoeing, on the horse — can't be 

beat. 1 st premium, $2. 
Best specimen of cooperage; D. C. A. & S, F. Crandall, Beloit — one flour 

barrel — ^beautiful, very. Diploma. 
Best com basket; J. P. VanVlick — good. Diploma. 
Best specimen of copper and tin ware; H. D. Waterman, Beloit — good. — 

Diploma. 

Division No. 13. 

FLOUR, CONFECTIONERY AND BAKERS' WORK. 

M. P. Cogswell, Turtle, Chirman of Committee. 

Best specimen of crackers ; T. B. Woolliscroft, Janesville. 1st premium, 50c. 

Best baiTel of flour; John Hackett, Beloit. 1st premium, $2. 

Best specimen of bread; by Miss Phebe A. Thomburg, Beloit — only 12 

years of age. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Best show of confectionery and frait cake ; J. W. Taylor Beloit. Diploma. 
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DiviaioK No. 14. 

DAIRY PRODUCTa 

0. W. Norton, Janesville, Chaiiinan of Coininittee. 

Best specimen of butter — superior article , Rufus Clark, Beloit Ist pre. 

mium, 50 cents. 
Best specimen cheese; F. S. Eldred, Johnstown. 1st premium, $1. 
Largest quantity of cheese; F. S. Eldred, Johnstown. 1st premium, $S. 

Division No. 15. 

DAGUERREOTYPE, BOOK-BINDING, PRINTING AND PAINt' 

ING. 

Mark Miller, Chairman of Committee. 

Best specimen of sign and ornamental painting — good ; John Russell, Beloit. 

1st premium, $1. 
Best specimen of Daguerreotype stock and pictures — no competition — 

superior; George M. Smith. 1st premium, $1. 
Best specimen window shades; Wm. Hall. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Best specimen carriage painting— good ; Oliver S. Clayton, Beloit. Ist 

premium, $1. 

Note. — Although the committee awarded the premium to Mr. Clayton, 
yet they feel constrained to pass a particular compliment upon the work 
shown by Mr. Russell, executed by his son, only 18 years of age. 

Division No. 16. 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES— AS CARPETS, CLOTHS, BLAN- 
KETS, <&c. 

J. N. Reynolds, Beloit, Chairman of Committee. 

Best five yards flannel; Mrs. E. Pelton. 1st premium, $1. 

Best sample domestic linen; J. M. Everett. 1st premium, $L 
Best sample woolen carpet; " " '' $3. 

Best pair mittens ; " " " 50 cents. 

Best woolen blankets; Rufus Clark, Beloit. " $5. 

Best specimen linen diaper; D. F. Bowman. " $i. 

Best rag carpet; J. M. Everett. « $1. 

Second best " Mrs. S. G. Barker. 2d " 75 cents. 
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Division No. 17. 

CABINET WARE. 

J. M. Burgess, Chairman of Committee. 

Best specimen of sash; M. Z. Barnum, Beloit — well made. 1st prem^ dip. 

Division. No. 18. 

MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES NOT ENUMERATED. 

8. B. Sanderson, Chairman of Committee. 

H. A. GJaston <fe Co., Beloit; manufactured tobacco and segars. Ist pre- 
mium, $2 and diploma. 
J. R. Beale, Janesville; hats, caps, &c. 1st premium, $2 and diploma. 



LADIES' DEPARTMENT. 

Division No. 1. 

FLOWERS. 

Mrs. D. J. Bundy, Chairman of Committee. 

Best Oleander; Mrs. S. M. Clarey, Beloit. 1st premium, 25 cents. 
Best Egyptian lily; Mrs. N. B. Gaston, Beloit. 1st premium, 25 cents. 
Best boquet of flowers; Mrs. J. F. Willard, Rock. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Second best " Mrs. A. Thornburg, Beloit. 2d premium, 25 cents. 

Best wreath of flowers; Mrs. Rufus Clark, Beloit. 1st premium, 37 cents. 
Best arbutian ; Mrs. R. Dole. 1st premium, 37 cents. 
Best artificial boquet; C. N. May. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Second best " Miss Caroline Clark. 2d premium, 37 cents. 

Third best " Miss H. LaBarr. 3d premium, 25 cents. 

Division No. 2. 
PAINTINGS, SHELL AND ORNAMENTAL NEEDLE WORK 
AND WAX WORK. 
Mrs. S. C. Crandall, Chairman of Committee. 
Best Crayon sketches; Mrs. J. W. Thayer. 1st premium, 60 cents. 
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Second best Crayon sketches ;■ Miss S. A. Barker, aged 12 years — daughter 
of S. G. Barker, Esq., of Beloii>— remarkably well done. Premium, 37c. 

Crayon sketches — view of a scene in Beloit, and worthy of commendation ; 
by Mrs. S. M. Clary. 

Best pencilling; Henry T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best specimen of shell work; Mrs. Hall. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Best oil painting; Miss Irene Perrine. 1st premium, $1. 

Best specimen of water colors ; H. T. Woodward, Jr. 1st premium, 25 cts. 

Best crotchet basket; Mrs S. M. Claiy. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

Best Ottoman cover; Mrs. B. F. Field. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Second best do Mrs. John Hackett. 2d premium, 37 cents. 

Best embossed picture ; Miss S. M. Barsen. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

DivisioK No. 3. 

MILLINERY, DRESS MAIGNG AND PLAIN NEEDLE WORK. 

Mrs. A. M. Carter, Johnstown, Chairman of Committee. 

Best child's dress; Miss Ellen M. Parker. 1st premium, $1. 

Best tidy; Mk. Hughson. 1st premium, $1. 

Best child's sack; Mrs. Walls, of Institute for the BUnd. 1st premium, S3. 

Best rug ; Mrs. Freeman Hitchcock. Diploma. 

Best mat; Miss Merriam Wells. Diploma. 

Best bed quilt; Mre. D. J. Bundy. 1st premium, $1. 

Best coverlet; Mrs. Rufus Clark, Beloit. 1st premium, $5. 

Mrs. Jesse Miles ; patchwork. Premium, 50 cents. 

Best Jadies' bonnet; Miss Harriet Russell. 1st premium, 60 cents. 

FARMS AND GARDENS, 

J. F. Willard. 1st premium on Farm, $12. 

do. 1st do Flower garden, $3. 

The following is an extract from the report of committee. J. P. Wheeler, 
and E. A. Foote, appointed to examine Farms and Gardens. 

" The committee visited the farm and flower garden of J. F. Willard, Esq., 
of Rock. The fai-m is situated on the east side of Rock River, about two 
miles below Janesville, and contains about three hundred and forty acres, 
with a road running from north to south through it, leaving about one hun- 
di'ed acres west of the road, on which, and nehr the road, are located the 
farm buildina;s ; consisting of an ordinary sized dwelling, known as the ' For- 
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est Cottage, neatly constructed, and admirably arranged for utility and con- 
venience, while within, there seems to be ' a place for everything, and every- 
thing in its place.' 

" There is also a horse-bam, granary, and other outbuildings, the arrange- 
ments of which are in excellent taste. On the top of the horse-barn is an 
observatory, from which the proprietor can at any time overlook the whole 
premises, and from which a magnificent view can be obtained of one of those 
beautiful landscapes, so characteristic of Rock county, and stretching for 
miles in every direction. There is also, on this part of the farm, a fruit gar- 
den, containing a large number of thrifty young trees, well cultivated, among 
which your committee noticed the Peach, Plum, Cherry, Apple, Siberian 
Crab, &c., all of which, together with the buildings, are judiciously arranged, 
exhibiting evidence of skill and taste worthy of imitation. This part of 
the farm is mostly covered with oa,k openings, and is used mostly for pas- 
turage, furnishing a delightful shade for building and stock. It is watered 
by Rock River, which forms its western boundary. 

" On the east side of the road, the laiid is mostly pmrie-r-nearly level — 
vdth about two hundred and forty acres enclosed in one field. The commit- 
tee noticed about a mile of living fence, mostly locusts, with a piece of native 
thorn fence ; the balance of about two miles consists of rails, stakes with cap- 
ping, timber set in a trench, &c. There are a few acres of locusts sown broad- 
cast for timber. There is also a thrifty young orchard, of about one hun- 
dred and fifty apple trees, doing well, and a moyeable granar}^, which can 
easily be removed to any part of the farm, to receive the grain when thresh- 
ed, thereby saving a gr^t amount of labor in the hurrying time of harvest, 
by avoiding toe necessity of hauling gi-ain a great distance to any given point. 
We also noticed the awangement of crops, such as com, oats, wheat, beauti- 
ful fields of clover, timothy, &c., all evincing taste in their arrangement, while 
the excellent state of cultivation of the farm, denotes energy and skill in exe- 
cuiion. On the whole, the committee consider this farm a very good mode!. 

" The committee also examined the flower garden of Mr. Willard, where 
we found the Native and White Cedar, the English, American, Norway and 
Balsam Firs ; the Scotch Pine, the Mountain Ash, the Golden Willow, the 
Horse Chestnut, the Cypress vine, three varieties of Honeysuckles, the Flow- 
ering Alrnond, double and single Michigan Roses, the Canary Bird Flower, 
and about thirty varieties of Dahlais ; among which are ' George IV,' ' Rus- 
sell Anna,' and a thousand et ceteras, delightful to the eye and deliciously 
odorous ; all tastefully arranged, and giving unmistakeable evidence, in many 
instances, of the care of a softer hand, a finer touch than that of the ' lords 
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of creation.' Flowers and shrubbery intermingled so as to present a tasteful 
appearance, as there were, should be seen to be appreciated." 



ESSAY ON LABOR. 



BY COL. ORRIN GUERN8ET. 



Read before the Rock County Agricultural Society and Mechanics^ Insti- 
tute, June 28th, 1852. 

"If a man will not work, neither shall he eat," is a law that emanated 
from a source, which, in former times, was considered of very respectable 
authority ; but, judging from the present state of things, has lost much of its 
salutary influence, in guiding the actions of mankind in this age. Now, if a 
man fails to perform the necessary amount of labor to supply his wants, it 
either follows that ho starves, or what is worse, ho subsists upon the labor of 
his fellow man. In the one case, he suffers the just penalty of nature's vio- 
lated law ; in the other, he eats and wears the fruits of another's industry, 
and thus a wrong is inflicted. But God has so organized things, that in ad- 
dition to the result of a man's duty, when faithfully done, there is a satisfac- 
tion and recompense in its very discharge. In a rational state of things, duty 
and pleasure go hand in hand. Labor has an agreeable end in the result we 
gain ; but the means, also, are agreeable, for there are pleasures in the work 
itself. The kindness of friends, the love of our children, is, of itself, worth 
a thousand times all the pains we take on their account. Labor, in like man- 
ner, has a reflective action, and gives the working men a blessing over and 
above the natural result which we expected. The stout muscles of the arm, 
and the admirable machinery of the hand, show that the duty of labor is 
written upon man's very body. That it is congenial to our natures, appears 
from the alacrity with which children apply themselves to it, and find pleas- 
ure in the work itself, without regard to its utility. There is some work 
which even the village loafer or city fop loves to do, as anv one can readily 
discern, who will take the trouble to carefully study the characteristics of these 
almost worthless specimens of humanity. Thus, from these facts, we per- 
ciove that labor, in some degree and in some manner, is no less a pleasure 
than a study, and proves that man, by nature, is not a lazy animal. Yet 
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there are some who count labor a curse and a punishment. They regard the 
necessity of work as the greatest evil brought on us by the Fall; a curse 
^•hat will, cling to us to our last sand. But this notion seems to have had 
its origin in a very absurd idea of the nature of things. Everything in ns. 
tnre, and out of it, is working. The earth is continually rolling on its axis; 
besides pursuing, at the same lime, its annual course around its celestial cen- 
ter ; the moon and stare perform their wonted labors ; the sun itself, although 
continually receiving the laborious homage of the satellites, not exempt from 
its working duties. The world, in its organization, and the operation of its 
various elements, goes to prove the working principle, as pervading all nature 
and all things. Even God Almighty is a worker, and at the same time, the 
fiiBt and gi'oatest worker. Then -will our analogical reasoning lead us to con- 
clude that nature intended to except man ? Some are so very fooh'sh as to 
regard it a disgrace, and are ready to apologize if " caught at it." Young 
men, the sons of honest and industrious parents, who have earned a liveli- 
hood, and reared them to manhood, and given them a lihei'al education, per- 
haps, by hard and assiduous toiling, are ashamed of their father's occupation 
and forsaking the plow, the chisel, or the plane, seek a livelihood in attending 
a bowling saloon, or clerking it in some low doggery, because they fancy that 
it is more respectable. Young ladies are much better pleased with the at- 
tention of these " nice young men " than of the hard-handed, but warm, hon- 
est hearted son of the farmer or mechanic. 

Who does not recollect the anecdota of the young Sophomore, in an east- 
em college, who, with others, made sport of that " rusty looking man with 
the blue frock on," not daring to acknowledge him as his father, for fear of 
the jeers of his fellow students. If this notion of labor being disgraceful, 
was confined to vain young men and giddy maidens, of idle habits and weak 
heads, it would be less deplorable ; for then it would be looked upon as one 
of the follies of early life, and we would rejoice when they had passed through 
it, knowing that it is one of the " ills that flesh is heir to," and although griev- 
ous to be borne, yet comes but once in a lifetime. But such is not the fact. 
This aversion to labor, this notion that it is a curse and a disgrace, this self- 
ish desire to escape from the general and natural lot of man, is the sacra- 
mental sin of those who claim to be the "better classes in our country." — 
The children of the poor pray to be rid of work ; and who ever heard of the 
son of a rich man learning a trade or tilling the soil with his own hands ? — 
They glory in their idleness. One would suppose that a man of useless hands 
and idle head, in the midst of God's working world, most needs to apologize 
for his sloth, and ask pardon for violating the commqn law of humanity ; 
still more should he apologize if he is active only in getting into lis hands 
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the result oi othevs' work, hj fraud or blaoHegging. But it is not so. The 
man vi'ho is rlcli enough to be. idle, values himself on his leisure, and what is 
worse, others value him for it. Active men are expected to make a shatneftil 
excuse for being busy, and working men for their toil, when such idle men 
are about; as if business and toil were not the duty of all, and the support 'Of 
the world. But did any one ever examine the nature of this idle man's 
wealth ? It is nothing more nor less than the a«:umuilated hard earnings of 
the working man — sweat and toil coined into dollars — and who has parted 
with it through the fraud, deception and cunning of this man, or peradVen- 
ture, his progenitors before him, whose heir he is. One would suppose man- 
kind were running mad, to observe with what reverence they regard those 
who, by superior cunning, have possessed themselves of the earnings of oth- 
ers, while at the same time, they would make sport of the honest laborer, 
who does the world's work. Thus the world of mankind honors those who 
sit in idleness, but pass by with contempt the men who raise corn and cattle, 
and weave and spin, and fish and build, for the whole human race. 

Christianity makes a man's greatness not to consist in wealth and rich 
trappings, but in the amount of service he renders to the world. Certainly 
he is the most honorable, who, by his head or his hands, does the gi-eatest 
and best work for his race. The noblest soul the world ever saw, appeared, 
not in the ranks of the rich and indolent, but " took on him the form of a Ser- 
vant," and was continually busy, trying to benefit the human race. 

Now, manual labor, though an unavoidable duty, though designed as a 
blessing, and naturally both a pleasure and a dignity, is often abused, till, 
by its terrible excess, it becomes really a curse and a punishment. It is a 
proper amount of work that is a blessing. Too much of it wears out the 
body before its time, cripples the mind, debases the soul, blunts the senses, 
and chills the affections. It makes a man a mechanical engine, or a plow- 
ing machine ; he ceases to be a man, and becomes a thing. 

In a rational and natural state of society, when every man does his share 
of necessary labor, all might improve in wisdom, virtue, affection, and religion, 
and labor would never interfere with the cultm-e of what is best in each man. 
His business would be a school to help develop his soul. His business would 
be his calling. There is some one thing which each man can do with pleas- 
ure, and in which he will excel ; because God made him for it. 

Then each maa would labor in his proper vocation, and an excellent faimer 
would not be spoiled to make a poor lawyer, a blundering physician, or a 
preacher who " puts the world asleep." Then a few would not be jsampered 
in gouty worthlessness, nor would the large partbe worn down by excessive 
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labor; so severely tasked as to prevent them from reading, thinking, and con- 
Versing. Something must be wrong in that state of society, where one por- 
tion spend their days and nights in riot and debauchery, and the other are 
obliged to work 12, 14, or 16 hours every day, to gain a precarious living.— 
'No wonder that the laboring class are generally ignorant. Circumstances 
oblige them to be so ; they cannot be otherwise in the present state of so- 
ciety. 

Man was sent into the world to use and cultivate all his faculties in the 
best way. But when he spends nearly all his time in unmitigated toU, he 
must neglect the moral and intellectual faculties. Are there no remedies ? 
A certain amount of labor must bo performed, it is true, that society may be 
fed, clothed, warmed, relieved when sick, and buried when dead. All that 
is desirable is, that this necessary labor be properly distributed, not to pam- 
per caprice and luxury, which will never be satisfied, but to minister to the 
rational wants of society. It is no doubt proper that one man should use 
the services of another, but only by a proper interchange, when both are ben- 
efited. The farmer may use the seiTices of the cai-penter, the blacksmith, 
the merchant, and in return he feeds them ; and all these require the servi- 
ces of the doctor, to heal the maladies of the flesh, the preacher to attend to 
the morals of society, or the statesman, who is doing a great service to man- 
kind, in ameliorating their condition by salutary enactments. But the idle 
man has no claims whatever on the services of his fellow man. The only 
equivalent for service is service in return. If one man is stronger or more 
cunning, it does not give him a right to the service of his weaker brother un- 
requited. 

A great and wise man has said, " he who causes two spires of grass to 
grow where only one grew before, is a real benefactor of his race." So he 
who invents a machine, a plow, a loom, or a ship, is no less a benefactor. — 
So they who teach mankind good morals, to live together in peace, to love 
one another, are the greatest benefactors. But of what advantage the loafer 
or fop, is yet to be settled. They fancy themselves an ornament to the 
world, when their very presence is a disgrace and a nuisance. The man 
who does nothing, either mental or manual, merely because he has been suc- 
cessful in getting wealth into his hands, is a burthen to the world. 

The industrious washerwoman is a blessing to community, compared with 
such a man. She has done her duty, and deserves the thanks of man ; while 
the idler is really a curse ; and yet mankind honors the one and despises the 
other. It has been said, on high authority, that if all men and women would 
toil only two hours each day, the work of the world would be done, and all 



254 

would be as comfortably clothed, fed and housed, as at present. If this were 
so, what an amount of time mankind might have for mental and moral cul- 
ture, and how much better it would be for the individuals, as well as for 
society, if all men oi leisure — who are so much troubled from sedentary hab- 
its — if they would take their hoes and work on the prairies, instead of spend- 
ing their time in nine-pin alleys or billiard rooms for exercise. 

The world, no doubt, grows better. Comforts increase from age to age. 
Even Solomon, with all his wealth and wisdom, had no glass in his windows, 
no carpet on his floors, no shirt to his back. The objection to the present 
state of society is, that these comforts do not fall into the hands of those who 
create them by their labor. The world has grown rich and refined, but chief- 
ly by the eiforts of those, who, themselves, continue poor and ignorant 

It is easy to see these evils and condemn them — to censure some one class 
of men, as if the sin rested solely with them — while it belongs to society at 
large. All we want is mankind converted to Christianity, and have a prac- 
tical application of Christ's doctrines to our social life and legislative enact- 
ments. 

But the time will doubtless como, when labor will ho pastime ; when the 
few will not revel in idleness and sloth, at the expense of the many ; when 
all shall " eat bread in the sweat of their face," and yet find leisure to culti- 
vate what is high and noble in their souls; when men will not be tolerated 
in society, who, by fraud or force, rob others of their just earnings, and ap- 
propriate them to satisfy inordinate desires and capricious tastes. Then shall 
the world be so managed, that each man can have a chance to obtain the 
best education society can give him ; and while he labors to supply his phys- 
ical wants, he may become as gieat and good as his nature is capable of be- 
coming. Then it would not be thought to be inconsistent for an educated 
man to follow the plow, or work at the anvil ; to shove the plane, or hammer 
the granite. 
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ESSAY. 



BT B. A. HUDSON, ESQ. 



Read before the Rock County Agricultural Society and Mechanics' Insti- 
tute, June 28th, 1852. 

Gentlemen: — In accepting the appointment of essayist for this occasion, I 
did so only from a desire on my part to aid the objects of the Association, 
and a willingness to discharge any duty, not too onerous, which your par- 
tiality might impose upon me. But in doing this, I have found it no leas 
difficult to select my theme of discussion, from among the many that present 
themselves, than to discuss that subject creditably after it has been selected. 

In viewing the condition of this young, beautiful and comparatively pros- 
perous State of Wisconsin, and the present weight that seems to hang like 
an incubus upon all branches of industry, and particularly the agricultural, I 
have been not a little curious to investigate the causes which have conspired 
to load us with burdens so grievous, and which we are so illy able to bear. — 
A singular state of things seems to exist anjong us. It is universally con- 
ceded that our adopted state has been settled more rapidly, and exhibited 
more evidences of thrift and prosperity, than any other of the western states. 
Her cities and villages have been springing up like magic, and she has be- 
come the adopted home of three hundred thousand as intelligent and enter- 
prising inhabitants as ever trod the soil of New England. Yet it is said, 
and perhaps with much truth, that we are very soon to become a bankrupt 
people, unless some fortuitous turn of the wheel shall bring immediate re- 
lief. Assuming, then, that this last proposition is true, I shall devots a few 
moments to an inquiry, for the causes of so tearful a result; and here I may 
say that there are several causes which contribute to the present embaiTassed 
state of the country, but I shall content myself with noticing but one or two, 
and those which, in my judgment, more immediately concern the agricul- 
turist. 

This state is settled principally by ISew Englanders, New Yorkers, Eng- 
lish, Irish, Germans and Norwegians, all of them coming from countries where 
land bore a high price, and who had little means to purchase with. After 
they came here, it was natural enough that the beautiful prairies and open- 
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ings of the Badger State, arid only one dollar and a quarter per acre, stould 
excite their acquisitiveness to intoxication. 

And as the wave of emigration began to roll westward, the land begun to 
be snatched up, with not a little avidity. And those pioneers of the west, 
were led to believe that if they could but acquire land in abundance, all oth- 
er things, in due time, would be added, and' hence their investments were 
only limited by the extent of their purse, and finally only by the extent of 
their credit. 

There were two classes of persons who became purchasers of western lands. 
First, those who purchased with the design of becoming settlers, and in mak- 
ing themselves homes, and cultivating the soil ; and second, those who pur- 
chased for the purpose of speculation, without any intention of becoming act- 
ual settlers. The former were, as a general thing, men of small means, and 
whose principal capital consisted in their industrious habits, their integrity 
and virtue. The latter were men of large means, and nowise straitened by 
necessity. And in consequence of this speculation, land was greatly enhanced 
in value, which only served to tantalize the man of small capital, and they 
became competitors in the market, without means to maintain the unequal 
competition. They erroneously thought that it was a safe speculation, to 
purchase wild land, while it bore a low price, although it became necessary 
to loan money at any rate of interest to make the investment. 

Here commenced that system of usurious exactions; and money grabbing 
extortions, which have preyed Tike a sickly gangrene upon the vitalities of 
aU industrial pursuits ; and money soon began to be in great demand in the 
west, and exorbitant rates of interest demanded and paid. 

It was said and, perhaps, honestly believed, that money was worth the 
high rates of interest which were paid, because if invested in property or bus- 
iness, it would meet the capital at even a higher rate. But this was a de- 
ceptive argument, because the result of the investment was so uncertain. It 
might turn out a good investment, and it might be a losing business ; but the 
man who mortgaged his farm for a hundi-ed dollars at 25 per cent, knew one 
fact, that at the end of each year he must respond in the siun of twenty-five 

dollars, as profits to the lender, however his profits might be as borrower. 

But from the fact that in some few isolated cases, men realized large profits 
on their capital invested in property, the doctrine was still maintained, and 
all limitation by law to the agreed rates of interest upon monetary transac- 
tions were abolished, and at the same time the aggregate of the business of 
the country, was done at a profit less than one-half of the current rate of 
interest upon money. 
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In the traflBc in lands by actual settlers, great reliance was made upon the 
anticipated profits, and little or no dependence placed upon the pi-ofits ajising 
from the cultivation of the soil, which had a tendency to bring farming into 
neglect, and still more so from the fact that the fanners had not the means 
to carry on farming successfully, their surplus means being all invested in 
lands. And when our citizens began to turn their attention to farming, they 
found themselves possessed of large fanns with but few improvements, and 
scarce any means to make them, or to invest in farming ; and to loan money 
to invest in wheat growing, which was the only branch they were in a con- 
dition to prosecute, was anything but promising; but these large farms must 
be cultivated, or turned to some good account, because here was capital invest- 
ed, and would otherwise lie idle, upon which, perhaps, the owner was paying a 
high rate of interest. Hence the cultivation of the soil has for some years 
past been carried on undei* these precarious circumstances ; and, added to other 
calamities, have been unpropitious seasons for wheat raising, which was the 
more a calamity, because wheat has been the gTeat staple of the country, and 
when this crop failed, they had not a variety of other products out of which 
to relieve themselves. 

These things, have produced pecuniary embarrassment and distress, and 
our fanning community learned, when it was too late, that nauoh land had 
made them poor, and that aU attempts at wheat raising on a large scale had 
been made at a loss ; and they have been compelled to loan money to avoid 
a greater sacrifice of property ; and thus has been created a demand for mon- 
ey, and- a cuirent rate of interest, which gave the Shylocks and money shav- 
ere, " who know the diameter and circumference of a shilling," a season of 
rejoicing. It is something that for a long time threatened the ruin of our 
beautiful state, destroyed her credit, and the confidence which she might look 
for from abroad, and her prosperity at home ; a state of things which orig- 
inated in th e folly of her people, and been nurtui'ed and sustained by their 
necessities ; and the only thing which has, to any' extent, mitigated our pe- 
cuniary sufferings, was the constant immigration into the state from abroad, 
and the influx of money with those who came here to purchase. 

It wiU be conceded that a merchant who pays these high rates of interest 
upon any considerable portion of his capital in trade, is in an unsafe condi- 
tion, and none ever have succeeded, whom necessity has compelled to pay 
them ; yet if in the taercantile business these rates are ruinous, where a 
profit is realized generally twice and sometimes three or four times a year, 
how can a farmer live and pay such rates, when he does not realize profits 
upon his capital but once a year ? I refer to those cases where men have 
large fanns, and have attempted to caiTy on a large farming business, and 
17 



paying, at the same time, interest on a large portion of their capital, at the 
rate of from twelve to twenty-five perc&nt. This I understand to be doing 
business upon borrowed capital in the same sense that a me-rchant or me- 
chanic often does, and if they cannot live and pay these rat«s, how can the 
farmer? 

It is natural for men to love to make fortunes at a strike, 'and few are con- 
tented with slow gains ; yet all experience has shown that fortunes acquired 
by slow gains are most lasting and the. best, -and those who acquire these the 
best citizens ; and it is also true that that class of community occupying a 
medium position m society, enjoy the greatest degree of happiness. Hence 
the man who is a tiller of the soil, has no reason to complain that his posi- 
tion is not more elevated, because they who act well their part, and surround 
themselves with all the substantial comforts, have obeyed the voice of nature 
and religion, and have arrived at the highest attainable point of worldly fe- 
licity ; 'tis they who enjoy " health, peace and competence ;'' they are " na- 
ture's noblemen," and, all else which passes under the cognomen of aristocra- 
cy, is but the sickly sentimentalism of a day, that vanishes as a bauble 
bursts. * 

The premises then all being seen, we conclude that good policy would dic- 
tate that the number of our acres should be limited to that which can be cul- 
tivated in the most approved manner, and without employing extra help, 
unless our farmers have surplus means for which they have no immediate 
necessity; and that an attempt to go beyond this, has placed many of our 
farmers in the relentless grasp of money lenders, and encouraged a state of 
monetary oppression, such as we have seen during the last few year's ; and 
has a tendency to make them dependent upon the fluctuation of the mai'- 
kets and the caprice of others, when they ought to be the most independent 
class of community. And I have no doubt that those who have adopted the 
ready pay system, have found that a great amount, in the aggregate, is sav- 
ed annually, and much perplexity and inconvenience attending the credit sys- 
tem avoided. They can buy much cheaper with ready pay. And you have 
also learned that you can most always exchange the products of the farm, 
especially if you have a- variety of them, for commodities which you have to 
purchase, if you oiJ'er them before the purchase is made; but if you offer 
your produce to a merchant to pay a long standing account, he is no longer 
3-our obedient servant — you must pay the cash, and that with twelve per 
cent. Instead of being obliged to sell at the price buyers have established 
you may j^ourself, by the ready-pay system, have something to do with fix- 
ing the market price, and demand and receive what the commodity is fairly 
•porth, or keep it until you can obtain a fair price. Although this may be 



259 

ttought a slow process to acquire wealth, yet experience has long since prov- 
en that it is the most sure, and attended with more peace of mind and do- 
mestic tranquility ; and he who pursues the even tenor of his way, and by a 
patient course of saving and moderate gains, secures a competence, and dis- 
charges his duty to his family, his country and his- God, has fulfilled the liigh 
destiny for which Providence designed him. 



ESSAY ON AGRICULTURE. 



BT COL. Z. P. BURDICE. 



The tillage of the soil, the most ancient and important of all earthly em- 
ployments, originated from divine authority, in the early history of the world. 

The hardy yeomanry in all ages, and in almost all countries, have been 
content to quietly follow their avocation, and leave it for the well-born, the 
men of profession, and those of leisure, to guide the ship of state. A volu- 
minous code of laws is the result — so vague in meaning^ and so highly seasoned 
with technical language, that even the lawyers themselves are puzzled to un- 
derstand them. 

But to the subject. Farming has generally kept pace with the times : and 
until quite recently, has been carried on in a way to feed the hungry 
millions, with little or no regard to scientifie or systematic principles. 

In civilized countries of a dense population, the soil has been made to pro- 
duce to its utmost, by the means made use of, according to the knowledge 
of the agriculturist. Some have already learned to assist their worn-out and 
exhausted soils, by artificial helps. 

By the aid of chemistry, soils long considered barren wastes, have been 
restored to their former productiveness, with comparatively small expense — 
say from five to ten dollars per acre — trifling, where the location gives a value 
of one hundred dollars per acre for productive lands. Instance : The fann of 
Hon. Reverdy Johnson, near Baltimore, in the state of Maryland. Replacing one 
ingredient of the soil, exhausted by time and perhaps bad husbandry, which 
was found wanting by chemical process, the soil was reinvigorated, and now 
produces in abundance. Ho* important for faraiei's to know of what their 
soils are composed. And still more important, to keep theip in a good state 
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of cultivation. They must be educated, to be successful. Let the present 
generation of farmers look to thi?, and the work will be accomplished. Should 
a farmer wish to educate one of a trio of lusty boys for a doctor or a lawyer, 
let him first educate the most promising one for the farm. If blessed with 
girls, for surely girls are a blessing, be sure to instill into their minds, the 
farmer's sons fii-st, the mechanic's next, and the professional fop the last resort 
for a good husband. 

The farmers of this new and delightful country are greatly favored with 
advantages, in many respects not enjoyed by those engaged in the same bus- 
iness in the countiies of Europe, and in some of the older states in this republic . 
Here, the soil is rich and fertile, and easily farmed. It produces well, with- 
out the expense of lime, plaster, guaano or other helps, so much resorted to 
in other localities. Besides, the husbandman is lord of the soU; without 
tribute, in the shape of rents, to pay to any feudal master, patron, lord of a 
manor, or any other unfeeling, aristocratic nabob — no taxes on alienation. — 
He can enjoy his land for a home, or sell it if he chooses, without any unjust 
exaction, let or hindrance, from any one. 

Though enjoying such inestimable privileges, we have, many serious diffi- 
culties in the way. The remarkably low prices for wheat, the great staple 
of the west ; and tbe partial failure of three successive crops, have greatly 
discouraged the fai-msrs, and especially those of us in debt. 

That hard times do exist, all are ready to admit, and every branch of indus- 
try sensibly feels the pressure. We are 'by no means unanimous as to the 
cause or causes- — the why and the wherefore. Nor, could this be expected ; - 
for the causes are numerous. While some labor studiously to make a 
'"scape goat" of the government, for the sins and follies that brought the 
distemper, others readily admit that the disease, with all its malignant fea- 
tures, was contracted a,t home. To me it seems that one of the many causes, 
so far as the agriculturist is concerned, may be found in his own mismanage- 
ment. Who could think of sustaining himself by growing wheat at two 
shillings per bushel, to say nothing about the uncertainty of a crop. Yet 
we find it common for farmers to summon their entire forces, to this one 
particular branch of agriculture. Not that they expect to sell for two shil- 
hngs, but at ev«n at four shillings the bushel, it could not be regarded as 
judicious farming. 

The uncertainty of wheat growing in all countries, would seem to admon- 
ish the farmer that his whole reliance should not be placed in that crop alone. 
Growing wheat in this, the best of countries, is attended with no inconsider- 
able expense, notwithstanding the great amount of laborTsaving machinery. 
If the farmer be in debt for his land, he cannot reasonably expect to pay f6v 
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it in this way. Better, far better for Wm to contract his busiaess, sell a 
portion of his land, be satisfied to live on a small farm well managed, with 
comfortable buildings and fences. He will then be relieved from the. wear 
and tear of a hawassed mind, resnlting from his debts and promises ; and 
from sleepless nights, occasionijd by the blight of his hedge row of Canada 
club. 

Com growing is and always will be a paying business, and when converted 
into pork and beef will readily iind a cash market. 

One able bodied man and a ten yeai's old boy, with horses plow and culti- 
vator and a few days' work in planting and harvesting; when wages is cheap 
and labor plenty, can raise forty acres of corn ; which has more value than 
the same number of acres of wheat, allowing both to be good crops ; espec- 
ially when you figure up the expense of the wheat over that of the com. 

Other crops, such as oats, barley, flax, hemp, tobacco, hops, dtc, can be raised 
with advantage to the farmer, in suitable quantities and varieties, so that the 
failure of any one of his numerous crops will not completely unman him. 

Dairy business, taking into calculation the amount of capital invested in 
cows and land, and the faculties for summer and winter feeding, will nowhere 
pay better. We can make better butter and cheese in Wisconsin, than can 
be made in Ohio, Indiana, southern Illinois or any state south of us, and as 
good as can be furnished in New.York^or New England. 

Wool growing may be relied upon as safe and lucrative. ' One cent a pound 
wiU put the article into the eastern market, where the wool grower makes 
money, on land worth fi'om $40 to $100 per acre. 

Statistics of 1840, show thatHoosick, a frontier town in eastern New York, 
was the banner town in the United States in raising wool. That town is 
about seven miles square and has a population of about 4000 inhabitants. — 
The soil is as good for agricultural purposes as any in its locality, with a 
market unsurpassed in the eastern or middle states for every product of the 
soil. The land is worth from $30 to $100 per acre ; and yet, the great mass 
of land holders pursue this business in preference to any other branch of agri- 
culture, as the most successful and profitable. The business of keeping sheep 
in Wisconsin, as a safe and paying' business, is no longer problematical. 

May the time speedily come, when every farmer has a flock of sheep ; 
when factories shall be erected to convert the wool into fabrics ; when every 
son and daughter of every farmer, will pride themselves in being clad in gar- 
ments manufactured from their fathers' own flocks ; and lastly, when every 
daughter shall learn to spin, weave and knit. 

No agricultural state in the union has made Such rapid improvements as 
young Wisconsin. With many other admirable things, she can boast of one 
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of the very best, most enlightened and liberal school systems iu the states.— 
Think of her rapid strides in this progresive age ; of her increase in numbers ; 
only about fifteen years old. She beat her older sister, on the other side of 
the lake, last November, in voting, and by the spirit now manifested by the 
associations of farmers and mechanics, the best means of mutual good^ proves 
full well that they intend she shall be second to none in the sisterhood, in 
agriculture and mechanics arts, when she becomes of age. Rock county will 
act her part. 

And when the farmere become satisfied with fanns of reasonable dimen- 
sions, such as they are able to own and work — purchase what they can pay 
for, to a moral certainty — ^live Eke christians, within their own means — dis- 
card the notious, too prevalent, of apeing the estra\'agant fashions of th3 east 
— teach their own households to regard honest industry, "working with their 
hands," honorable and meritorious; and to practice economy as a dutj^, as 
well as moral virtue, then, and not till then, shall we be relieved from the 
unwelcome sound of those two words gi'ating on our eara — hard times. 



REiPORT 



Of the Secretary of the Rock County Agricultural Society and Mechanic^ 
Institute, at the Annual Meeting of the Society at Janesville, Decem- 
ber 12d, 1852: 

The Secretary would respectfully report, that the experiment of sustaining 
a County Agricultural Society in " Old Rock " has been fairly tried, and its 
stabihty and perpetuity has become one of the " fixed facts " in the public 
estimation ; that it has now reached a point, from which we need not appre- 
hend a retrograde movement, or entertain any fears as to its permanent 
existence. Our first annual Fair was held in connection with the State 
Fair at Janesville, in 1851 — that was an exhibition highly creditable to the 
farmere and mechanics of om' young and growing State. Many from that 
time forward, until our last annual Fair at Beloit, not only attributed our 
apparent success to our connection with the State Society at that time, but 
predicted a failure if we should attempt to " set up for ourselves," and " do 
business on our own account." But othei-s, with an energy and perseverence 
worthy the cause, determined to make an efibrt, and not let the matter go 
down thus. Accordingly an-angements were made for the Fair, but still 
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the auspices seemed unfavorable, as it was tliought proper, for certain reasons 
not necessary here to explain, to hold it at one side of the county, which 
was not only very inconvenient for the people to attend from the northern 
part of the county, but produced, more or less dissatisfaction for other 
reasons. Again, the time was injudiciously selected for holding the Fair, 
during the session of the circuit court in our county, which necessariily 
detained many of our most influential men as jurors, &c., on whom we had 
rehed to help sustain and give character to the enterprise. But, notwith- 
standing these untoward circumstances seemed to conspire against us, yet 
the result has shown that we have abundant cause of congratulation and 
pride, for though some departments were not very well represented, yet on 
the whole, it was of the most commendable character, and marked through- 
out with a spirit which auguis well for the future ; and so great is our confi- 
dence in the resources and indomitable energies of the farmers and mechan- 
ics of our county, that we now throw down the gauntlet to all county 
societies in the Northwest, for we are deteraiined not to be beat in 1853. 

Here permit me to say that much credit is due to ovu- President, Mr. 
WiUard, for his unwearied efforts and exertions in sustaining and placing the 
Society on a pemianent basis ; also, J. P. Dickson, Esq., our Treasurer, Prof. 
Lathrop, of Beloit College, Messrs. J. S. Love; S. Gr. Barker and Daniel 
Bennett, of Beloit, Vice Presidents; Burgess, Burdick and Howland, of 
Janesville ; not forgetting to award credit to J. P. Wheeler, Esq., of LaPrai- 
rie, who may with propriety be reckoned the venerable Father of the Society, 
together with others whose names we have not space to mention. 

While we attempt to give a i-unning review of the Fair, all are aware that 
we must be very brief in a communication of this kind. 

Horses. — Some superb specimens of this noble and most servicable ani- 
mal on the ground, attracted the notice of all. Mr. Wheeler, of Janesville, 
carried oif the firat premium on his stallion, Hambletonian, which was well 
desei-ved. Messrs. Blodgett arid Ruble, of Beloit, presented some fine 
young stallions, very superior. Several sucking colts, veiy fine, together with 
breeding mares, show that our farmers are awakening to the importance of 
improving our stock of horses. 

Several spans of matched horses were shown, among which, those of How- 
land & Trask, and Dickey, of Janesville ; W. H. Howard, of Beloit, and D. 
H. Cobb, of LaPrairie, were superior. 

Of draught horses, Messrs. Simon Ruble and D. Sanderson, of Beloit, J. 
F. Dookstader, of Shopier, J. F. WiUard, of Rock, and S. F. Eldred, of 
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Jobistown, probably offered the best, although a great number of others on 
the ground were very fine. On the whole, the show in this department was 
very good. 

Stock. — C. Loftus Martin carried off the first premium on Durham bulls, 
and well it was merited, although " Old Taurus " was well represented by 
specimens presented by M. P. Cogswell, Yost and Roberts, J. Corey, Jesse 
Miles and others. Working oxen were few in number, although several fine 
pairs were on the ground. 

Dairy Cows. — Several fine Durham cows and fat cattle, a credit to their 
owTiers, were on the ground, among which we noticed one presented by 
F. Hitchcock, of LaPrairie, very fine. G. W. Bicknell, of Beloit, and Peter 
McVane, of Newark, also presented good specimens. 

Sheep. — The exhibition in this department was better than was expected. 
Several specimens, exhibited by Levi St. John, of LaPrairie, N. P. Benson 
and J. A Fletcher, of Johnstown, gave good evidence of the discrimination 
and skill on the part of wool growers of this region, and we may add, that 
though not generally known abroad, Rock county taay become one of the 
best wool gi'owing sections of the world. 

t Swine. — The " Swinish Multitude " was also finely represented, both in 
quantity and numbei-s. Several were large, sleek and dignified, and seemed 
to grunt a hearty vote of thanks to the good people of Beloit, for the excel- 
lent fare provided for them during their visit. 

Poultry. — Next in order we noticed " Chanticleer in all his glory," indi- 
vidual representatives being present from the several tribes of Shanghai; 
Coeliins, Hamburg-s, Chittagongs, <fec., proving that many fancies m this 
bailiwick go in for extra " Chicken fixens," and eschew all " common doin's " 
in the hen line. 

And although some may think it /owZ business, yet we think much credit 
is due to Prof. Lathrop, of Beloit College, President Wiilard, of Rock, and 
Chase, of Janesville, and others, for the pains they have taken to introduce 
superior breeds of fowl into our county. 

Op Farming and Kitchen Garden Peoduots. — If some of our down 
east fi-iends had been present, they could have satisfied themselves " that 
we can raise 'taters out west." 

Fruits. — The fruit gi'owers of this county are deserving of distinguished 
credit; and among those first on the list is James Caldwell, of Janesville, for 
six beautiful varieties of plums, of very superior quality and size. J. Rob- 
erts, of Beloit; Wm. Spaulding and his brother, Joseph Spaulding, of Har- 
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mony, and H. T. Woodward, Jr., of Beloit, for specimens of apples, grapes, 
&c., proving that our county is capable of producing as good fruit as any 
other in the same latitude. 

The plowing match came off on the 2d day. Three competitors entered 
the field — Reuben Case, James Smith and Eobert Taylor, with horee teams, 
and so very superior was the work of each, that the committee declare they 
had a difficulty to determine on whom to confer the premium, and only a 
difierence of two minutes of time in plowing one fourth of an acre, decided 
their award in favor of Mr. Case. 

Farming Implements. — In so brief a report as this must necessarily be, 
it will be impossible to do justice to the exhibitions of this department. — 
The committee say, in reference to the mowing and reaping machines of 
Messrs. Bai'ker & Love, of Beloit, that they are excellent, and that the efforts 
of these gentlemen to serve the farming community, have been highly suc- 
cessful and creditable to themselves as machinists and mechanics, as well as 
to our county. Messrs. Parker & Stone, of Beloit, presented several fine 
specimens of hoes and hay forks. J. M. Riker, of Janesville, and A. P. 
Allis, of Beloit, of harness work. S. T. Men'ill, specimen of paper, and H- 
D. Wateiman, of Beloit, specimens of copper and tinware ; all very fine. 

The confectionery and bakers' department was poorly represented, al- 
though Miss Phebe A. Thomburg, of Beloit, aged only 12 yeai's, pre- 
sented and obtained a premium on bread, which was certainly very creditable 
to the young Miss, and an evidence of a good motherly training at home, 
and the good sense of the committee of that department. 

Dairy Products. — The beautiful specimens of butter presented by Mrs. 
Rufus Clark, of Beloit, will not soon be forgotten by those who saw it. — 
Other very fine specimens were offered by Daniel Bennett, of Turtle, Ed- 
mond Bradley, F. S. Eldrcd, S. A. Murry, E. Thornburg and D. S. Blodg- 
ett. Of cheese, F. S. Eldred, of Johnstown, evidently bore off the palm and 
received the first premium, both as to quality and quantity, although several 
veiy fine specimens were presented by others. 

The Ladies, wives and daughters of the citizens of our county, with 
praiseworthy zeal, contributed freely of their handiwork, in domestic manu- 
factm-es, embroidery and worsted work, which would compare favorably with 
down east. It' would afford us pleasure to name many who made exceed- 
ingly creditable additions to the exhibition, but space will not admit. TTieir 
presence and interest manifest, was not only an honor to themselves, but 
gave an earnest that the Rock County Agricultural Society and Mechanics 
Institute would succeed, if success depended upon themselves. 



266 

At 2 o'cloclj, P. M., on the 2d day, our President, Hon. J. F. Willard, 
delivered his annual address to a very largo audience of the yeomanry and 
mechanics of the country, with their wives, sons and daughtera. The pro- 
duction was a plain, practical, common-sense talk, by a scientific, practical 
farmer, which Mr. W. is, and contained views and suggestions which were 
not only creditable to the speaker, but which will be found useful to the 
Society and community. 

Immediately after the delivery of the address, the Treasurer made his 
report, in which it appeared that the receipts during the Fair amounted to 
nearly $350 00. 

Probably three thousand pereons were present at the Fair grounds during 
the exhibition, and we feel that the people of Beloit deserve the thanks of 
all for the hospitality extended to the numerous visiters, and the exertions 
they used to make the matter go off well. In conclusion, your Secretary 
would suggest the propriety and importance of publishing a volume of 
Transactions during this winter, as we have much valuable matter on hand in 
the form of addresses, essays, &c., too good to be lost. 

Kespectfully submitted &c., 

ORRIN GUERNSEY, 

Recording Secretary. 
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PROCEEDmGS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1853. 



Annual meeting was lield at American Hall, December 6th, 1852. The 
President in the chair. 

A business committee appointed, consisting of C. R. Gibbs, Richard Dole, 
C. C. Cheeny, Mark Miller and R. M. Wheeler, which having attended to 
their duty, reported, and were discharged. 

Messrs. Willard, Guernsey, Miller, St. John, and Bennett from Bi4oit, were 
chosen a committee to prepare and report a Premium List for the current 
year. 

Messre. J. M. Burgess, Lov-i St. John, J. P. Wheeler and Z. P. Bvirdick, 
wore chosen a committee to ascertain where proper and convenient grounds 
can be obtained for holding the next Fair. 

A communication from the Secretary of the State Agricultural Society 
having been read by our Secretary, requesting our Society to send delegates 
to an Agricultural Convention, to be held at Madison, on the 1 9th day of 
January, 1853: when, on motion of J. P. Wheeler, Messre. Guernsey and 
Willard were chosen such delegates. 

Secretary read his report, and on motion of S. G. CoUey, of Beloit, was 
ordered to be printed. 

The following list of officers were chosen for the current year : 

JOSIAH F. WILLARD, President. 



Charles R. Gibbs, Harmony, 
E. A. FooTE, Center, 
Daniel Bennett, Turtle, 
S. P. Lathrop, Beloit, 
Jesse Miles, Janesville, 
E. A. HowLAND, Janesville, 



Vice Presidents, 



Obrin Guernsey, Recording Secretary. 
Mark Miller, Corresponding Secretary. 
James M. Burgess, Treasurer. 
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DIRECTORS : 

T. P. Davis, Harmony; S. G. CoUey, Beloit; Richard Dole, Turtle; S. F. 
Cliipman, Plymouth; 0. Densmore, Bradford; Peter McVane, Newark; 
Adelmon Sherman, LaPrairie; Isaac Miles, Fulton; Joseph Prentice, Mag- 
nolia; Reuben Case, Clinton; John A. Fletcher, Johnstown ; J. M. Riker, 
Janesville; J. E. Culver, Milton; Lyman Kingman, Spring Valley; Almon 
Kenney, Avon; 0. F. Comfort, Union; John R. Boyce, Porter; John Child, 
Lima; Ru'fus Washburn, Rock; Jonathan Corey, Center. 

Voted to adjourn to January 4th, next. 

Met at the court house, January 4th, 1853. 

The committee on Premium List reported, which report was adopted, and 
committee discharged. Just previous to this meeting, S. G. Barker, Esq., 
one of our most active and energetic members, of Beloit, and at the same 
time a very estimable and entei-prising citizen, deceased. 

When, on motion, the following resolution was passed unanimously : 
Resolved, That we hear with deep regret the death of S. G. Barker, Esq. 
of Beloit, one of our most eflBcient and active members, and that the Presi- 
dent and Secretary be directed to con-espond with the afflicted family of the 
deceased, and present the condolence of this Society, which correspondence 
shall be entered upon the records of this Society. 

Messrs. Densmore, Harvey and Miller, were chosen a committee to report 
awarding committees at the next regular meeting of the Society. 

The next meeting was h«ld at American Hall, March 7th, 1853. Presi- 
dent in the chair. 

On motion, C. R. Gibbs; Samuel Hinman, of Beloit; and Cyrus A. Hall, 
of Johnstown, were chosen to read Essays at the next regular meeting. 

James M. Burgess, C. R. Gibbs and J. M. Riker, were added to the com- 
mittee to locate Fair grounds, with instmctions to purchase eligible and con- 
venient grounds, subject to the consent of the Executive Committee. 

The next meeting was held at American Hall, June 6th, 1853. 
Judge Gibbs, from Com., to whom was consigned the duty of securing 
Fair grounds, reported progress and aisked further time. 

Sept. 10th, 1853. 
The regular quarterly meeting was held at the Court House. Z. P. Bur- 
dick, Secretary pro tem. 

At this meeting it was resolved, on motion of Judge Gibbs, that an effort 
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be made to purchase Fair grounds by selling life membership ; to be paid by 
installments of $2,50 each, until the whole sum of $10,00 is paid. 

This proved to be a feasible plan for raising funds, and/owr acres of land 
was purchased of J. J. E. Pease, which was fitted up at once, and the Fair 
was held there Oct. 4th, 5th atid 6th, 1853. 



PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 



BY HOK. J. F. WILLARD. 



'the following djSdress was delivered nt the annual Fair, held at Janesville, 
Oct. 6th, 1853. 

Again the Anniveraary of our Society is here. Again we are met to ex- 
hibit the products of our industiy and skill, and, for a brief hour, to relax 
from our cares and labors, and indulge our social natures in making the ac- 
quaintance of our fellow laborers-'^-comparing notes of experience and joyfully 
anticipating the futm-e. And though not honored with the presence of a 
Seward, or a Greeley, to add the enchatitment of theii' eloquence to the 
scene ; yet we, as fai-mers and mechanics, can, I have no doubt, contrive to 
interest ourselves on such an occasion as the present, and derive both pleas- 
ure and profit by the interview. 

We would not, however, depreciate or disparage the influences produced 
by the eloquent addresses of such men as we have mentioned. But in our 
particular case wo conceive our very pursuits and profession have sufficient 
in them to insphe us with all that is necessary to enable us to appreci- 
ate and enjoy most fully our annual festival. Farmers and mechanics have, 
within themselves, resources for enjoyment which other classes of community 
do not eminently possess. The few remarks we shall offer at this time, will 
be confined principally to our prospects, present and future, as farmers and 
mechanics of the west. 

Probably the farmers of Central and Southern Wisconsin have endured 
more hardships, combatted with more difiiculties, and surmounted more ob- 
stacles, in estabhshing themselves in their present circumstances, than those 
of almost any other portion of the state. With a soil and climate unsur- 
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passed in richness and fertility— our prairies needing but to be plowed and 
sowed to yield up their abundant treasures — with our broad meadows, af- 
fording the finest grazing for cattle and sheep ; all the favors which nature 
could lavishly bestow upon any country, in her kindest mood, we have en- 
joyed — with our gi'anaries full and running over; with all the appliances nec- 
essary to feed and clothe a nation ; in the midst of an abundance we were 
poor — dwelling in the very sunshine of nature's richest smiles, darkness 
brooded over our future. " One thing was needed." We needed connec- 
tions with the world outside. We needed a market. Yet, amid the days of 
discouragements and hardships, our people clung to their Wisconsin homes, 
with a tenacity equalled only by that of the natives, our predecessore, who 
could only be expelled from these beautiful groves and plains by force of the 
white man's arm. We spoke of dark days — we mean, of course commer- 
cially. They are of too recent occurrence to be forgotten ; we all recollect 
them well. Waiving further reflection on them, we turn to contemplate the 
present and future. 

It is only by comparison and contrast that we know one set of circum- 
stances to be better than another. It is by this means only, that we arrive 
at a knowledge of the fact that progress is made in any department. 

Now, to ascertain whether as farmers and mechanics we are advancing — 
whether we have reason for brighter hopes, and whether we are actually any 
better off, upon the whole, than we were one year ago, we have only to com- 
pare the present with our circumstances at that time. Let us see. 

One year ago we had no more access to the world at large, than we had 
ever here enjoyed. Our marketing was done in the old style, of drawing 
away our farm products over rough roads to some lake port, or selling them 
at home for such prices as buyers were pleased to give ; the proceeds of sale 
to the farmer, after deducting expenses, being in either case, scarcely enough 
to keep body and soul together. Our supplies were obtained through the 
same tedious process, and cost us too much to be used with profusion. Trade, 
in all departments, was languid ; mechanics were out of employment, and our 
towns exhibited an apathy and dullness in perfect keeping with the rest. 

What have we now ? The iron horse has made his way hither, and as 
he snuff's our prairie breeze, his exhilarating neighings have awakened the 
slumbering echoes of our beautiful valley, and hope and courage seem to have 
taken possession of every heart. We have the sea-board at our doors ; our 
surplus products are now transported to market with the speed of the wind, 
and the returning train comes to us loaded with the necessaries and luxuries 
of life. Our grains, which were a drug in the market, a year ago, at much 
;ess than a remunerating price, have advanced from 50 to 100 per cent.— 
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Trade flourishes ; mechanics are fully employed, and our towns exhibit a vig- 
or and activity unparalleled since the settlement of the country. Life and 
health, determination, confidence and joyousness brighten every countenance. 
I rejoice to see the contrast, visible even in the very faces of the people, as 
exhibited to-day, and one year ago to-day. We seem, indeed, a new peo- 
ple ; and let me say a youthful people. The present state of things is not, 
however, altogether attributable to the cause before alluded to. Other cir- 
cumstances in addition, have largely contributed to our present prosperous 
condition. For instance, the present year is one in which Providence has 
richly rewarded the labors of the husbandman, in giving bountifully of the 
"kindly fruits of the earth." Farmers have turned their attention to raising 
a greater variety of products, the good results of which have in turn given 
them confidence, and inspired them with hope, so indispensable to the at- 
tainment of prosperity. 

If a pai-tial market for a few months, and a few favorable collateral circum- 
stances, so change our prospects, what are to be the glorious results of Wis- 
consin's future ? What wUl a connection with Chicago, and thus with the 
whole east and south, do for us ? What the completion of our Southern Wis- 
consin raih'oad to Dubuque, and our Valley railroad to Fond du Lac ? A 
brilliant career is before us, and we seem already to have caught its inspira- 
tion; as the improvement in our animals, manufactures, and farm products, 
compared with those of last year, unmistakeably indicate. All evince ad- 
vancement, improvement, progress. That our soil and climate are admirably 
adapted to the raising of the finest horses, cattle and sheep, in the world, is 
demonstrated beyond a doubt ; and that we can compete successfully with 
any country in producing pork, butter and cheese, io no longer a problem. — 
And'should the farmers of Southern Wisconsin and Northern Illinois, turn 
their attention mainly to the rearing «f cattle, sheep and hogs, they would, 
from their geographical location, and other advantages, be able now to com- 
pete with any portion of the United States, in supplying the markets with 
beef, wool, butter and cheese, and eventually to monopolize the business in 
all eastern markets. When our projected railroads are completed, which I 
may say will be sooner than most of us expect, we shall have the choice of 
an eastern, western, northern and southern market, direct. Our beef, pork, 
butter and cheese, we can send to New York or Boston, to San Francisco or 
Puget's Sound ; our wool where we please, or keep it at home to supply our 
own manufactories ; our flour and grain either east or south, as the market 
promises best ; if to the south, to exchange for cotton, sugar and cofiee, all 
from first hands. The former we will manufacture here into its various fab- 
rics, and the manufactured article again exchange for more of the raw mate- 
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rial ; and thus on, until our commerce with the south will rival New Eng- 
land, and draw largely from her overgrown incomes obtained from southern 
trade. Our own Wisconsin will he sought as the summer home of the south- 
erner in pursuit of health, relaxation and enjoyment. Our sunnier sky, and 
more healthful climate, wiU be more grateful to him than all the east afibrds. 
And in this connection may I not be permitted to suggest the thought that 
perhaps an intercourse and acquaintance between Mississippi, Alabama and 
Georgia, and other Southern States, and om'own sectionof the Union, would 
be promotive of the best results. Might it not tend to do away with those 
prejudices and asperities which have, for a long time, been cherished between 
the North and the South ? Is it too much to hope that the Northwest will 
yet be the great pacifier between the two ; and by its kindness, forbearance, 
and practical example, win the South to adopt to some extent, our usages 
and customs ? And thus the iron bonds which shall unite us physically and 
commercially, serve the double pm'pose of making our interests, feelings and 
habits, identical. 

Were we to attempt to describe the probable results and improvements 
which will occur to Wisconsin, or even to Rock county, during the next five 
yeai-s, from causes now being put in operation, we might be ridiculed as an 
enthusiast, a visionary, or one insane — we shall attempt no such thing. Yet, 
although we may not set ourselves up as a prophet, or the son of one, we 
may judge of the future somewhat by the past and present, and our opinion,, 
based upon those d^ta, is, that we are destined to have some few years, at 
least, of prosperity a^d success. I know that some, and pereons, too, whose 
opinions are entitled to consideration, think that we may be, even now, on 
the eve of a revulsion like that of 1836 ; and give as reasons, our great in- 
debtedness abroad and enormous extravagance at home; that soon we shali 
be pressed to pay our foreign debts, and then the crash will come ; for, say 
they, "it was just so in 1836 and 1837." 

It is doubtless true that our foreign indebtedness is large, and doubtless 
quite too true that our people are gi-owing extravagant. I think, though, 

our western farmers have not justly exposed themselves to such a charge. 

But all that does not make out a similar and analagous case to the times of 
1836. Then speculation was the order of the day. Then it was no uncom- 
mon occurrence for a man to become a miUionaire before breakfast, in buy- 
ing and selling comer and water lots in some city in the moon, or other out- 
of-the-way place. Banks were as plenty as grasshoppers, and issuing their 
rags by the million, without a dollar in their vaults to redeem them. Farm- 
ers and mechanics left their business and turned speculators ; labor ceased ; 
everybody was about as a gentleman, expecting to stumble upon a sudden . 
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fortune. Labor, in fact, by all classes was esteemed to be disreputable, and 
a man was considered below par ^bo could not get ricb by bis wits. Such 
a course could but bring ruin and bankruptcy in its train ; and the secjuel 
showed that not only individuals, but entire states, were engulphed in the 
general overthrow and destruction. 

Now the times have taken an entirely different phase. If we have a large 
foreign debt, it is not mainly for gew-gaws, but for real substance — ^for rail- 
road iron and the like, every pound of which enriches t)ie country, and ren- 
ders it better able to pay the debt, than to do without the article. All the 
foreign debts incurred in this way, will eventually become an income. Our 
other indebtedness, we may say, will cause us no inconvenience, as we 
have the money to pay it. Our capital now is bonajicleraouej. Our legit- 
imate bank money is founded upon facts, and our bankers would almost as 
soon issue gold dollars, as paper ones of their own. 

One great cause of the present safe state of things is, that the golden 
streams of Califoraia, Australia, and other places, are pouring their swollen 
torrents into the world's treasury, and thereby adding untold amounts of 
real capital to the already ponderous mass of wealth ; and the rapid expan- 
sion of business, and the great railroad impulse, are but natural effects grow- 
ing out of the circumstance that capital is accumulating and must be used, 
to render it of any value. 

Another, and perhaps more important cause upon which we rely for the 
safety and perpetuity of our present and future prosperity, is, that the pres- 
ent is an industrious, 'toiling, working age. Men have thrown sloth and 
idleness to the winds, and adopted the adage that " God helps those who 
help themselves." They have gone to work with a will. We are just be- 
ginning to realize some of the good results ; but a tithe of them is not yet 
developed. Labor creates capital, and capital in turn demands more labor. 
Thus labor and capital go hand in hand, each aiding the other, and together 
working for the common weal. 

Without labor nothing can be accomplished. It is a pre-requisite of well- 
being — the sine qua non of health, wealth and happiness. True progress 
does not consist in obviating the necessity of labor, biit in changing, by means 
pf improvement in the arts, its character, and rendering it more conducive to 
the supply of the wants and comforts of man, and to the development of his 
mental and moral nature. 

, So long as the present causes continue their operation, we need not appre- 
hend danger of any considerable change. Our prosperity is not fictitious. — 
The ago has received its momentum and will not be liable to stop at once. — 
18 
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Tho question for us, farmers of Wisconsin — farmers of Reck county in partic- 
ular — to settle is, what course shall wo pursue to avail ourselves of the largest 
advantages to bo derived from the anticipated "good time coming,'' v^hen 
our railroads and other improvements are completed? We answer, get 
ready ior good times — ^have plenty to sell. Again we say, get ready for good 
times; for times have been so bad heretofore, that we are altogether unpre- 
pared for good ones. The more we had to sell, the worse we were off, as 
every bushel of grain raiied and sold by the farmers of Rock, till within a few 
months, has made them poorer. The same may be said of beef and pork. 
Now we ought to raise all the cattle, horses, sheep, and hogs wo possibly 
can, and, at the same time, improve the blood of all as much and as fast as 
cireumslances will permit. At all events, do something in that department 
for it ij easier to mise good animals than poor ones, and certainly they are 
more marketable. In order to carry on the wool, pork, and stock business 
profitably, we must have more fencing — 1 mean inside foneas. The farmers 
of Rock Prarie, and even of Rook county, have, comparatively, but little 
inside fencing; for the want of which we lose nearly one half of the real 
income of our farms, every year. And in addition to this, our farms are 
deteriorating and running down in their fertility, by not pasturing sheep, cat- 
tle, (fee, to enrich and keep the land in tilth. Farmers will find it much 
more profitable to raise more corn, oats, barley and rye, and feed it to their 
farm stock, thus retaining at homo the means of perpetuating the fertility of 
their soil, than so much wheat raising; though wheat raising must receive 
its legitimate attention. 

Another important item in a preparation for good times, is a much more 
improved system of farming generally. Our grounds must be more carefully 
prepared — more pains taken to procure good seed — and a frequent exchange 
of seed, especially of whtat, will bo necessary. Again, wo need better fix- 
tures and conveniences for feeding our hogs, sheep and cattle; wo snfier a 
very groat loss annually by feeding upon the ground, as a majority of farmers 
have been obliged to do. The fattening of hogs, especially', without good 
pens and floors, subjects the farmer to 100 per cent, loss in the food, besides 
ho can never make as good pork. And, finally, we need good t'-ams, good 
tools, good men, and a reasonable amount of resolution, and thon go ahead. 

One thing more, farmers should keep well posted up in rospoct to the mar- 
kets. They, of all others, should not be caught napping over this subject 
Our produce dealers are, many of them, we are happy to know, honorable 
men. Others, we are sorry to say, are sharpr>rs, and farmers inu4 look out 
for themselves. In order to do this every farmer should take at least one 
good agricultural paper, in addition to his other nevvspapere, nnd study it 
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well. It will pay for the trifling investment better than almost any thing 
eko. 

There is oao subject, without alluding to which, an agricultural address 
would be out of fashion — I mean the subject of government aid, in establish- 
ing agricultural colleges, schools, &c. Agricultural addresses abound usually 
in arguments in favor of the measure. Governor's and president's messages 
are considered quite incomplete without recommending something of the 
sort. Our State Legislatures and Congress go to work and mtroduce bilb, 
and have long discussions upon the subject; but, in the end, nothing is done. 
The buncomb capital is manufactured — members have exhibited their ex- 
treme regard and affection for the farmer, and the thing is put over to fur- 
nish a theme for the speech makers of the next season. Such being the fact 
we shall pass it over without remark. 

Mechanics have something to do to get ready and be prepared for the 
times we are anticipating. They must tax their skill and ingenuity in pro- 
ducing better implements for the farmer, and should immediately augment 
their facilities for manufacturing five times the amount they have usually 
furnished. The farmer will ueed them. The inventive capabilities of our 
enterprising mechanics should be laid under tribute, to develop new improve- 
ments in labor-saving machinery — to form new combinations of the mechan- 
ical powers, and apply them for their own and the farmer's benefit — thus co- 
operating with him in bringing to light the hidden resources of our luxuri- 
ant soil. 

We are gratified to know that the mechanics, especially of Janesville and 
Beloit, are moving in the matter. At the former place, the mechanics, feel- 
ing the importance of greater manufacturing capabilities to meet the increased 
demand, are about organizing a joint stock manufacturing company, particu- 
larly for agricultural implements, on a large scale. And we have no doubt 
but the patronage of the farmer, will be commensurate with the enterprise. 
The efibrts of the mechanics of Rock county, heretofore, to supply tools, &c., 
have been highly commendable, and should not be forgotten. But a golden 
harvest lies before them if they keep pace with the wants and necessities of 
community. 

The merchant need not be idle, as his business operations can bo some- 
what improved, and must be, to meet the large demands of the times. — 
Large sales and small profits must be his motto, especially if he would make 
it an object for farmere and others to do their trading at home. Merchants 
understand this, and we have no doubt they will be on hand with full sup» 
plies, and cheaper than tho cheapest. 
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The learned professions, too, will find it necessary to brush up a little — to 
make some additions to their capital stock. The lawyer will have to apply 
himself to his authors to ascertain what kind of advice to give his clients 
when times are prosperous, and everybody too good natured to quarrel. 

The physician will be compelled to invent a new sort of remedies, as the 
ailments and diseases of community will bo quite changed, and a new regi- 
men and treatment will be necessary. Instead of prescribing to men in the 
lowest stages of hypochondria, induced by hard times, his patients will be 
full of hope — full of money-making projects — and anticipating a long life of 
prosperity. We expect our physicians will adjust themselves to the circum- 
stances, and have ih^ panacea ready. 

And the clergy, too, must prepare themselves with new motives and argu- 
ments to keep the people from worldly-mindedness, and teach them how to 
enjoy the good things of this life, and to use them in a proper manner, as 
they hitherto have taught them how to bear the misfortunes and hardships 
of former times ; and it is hoped that they themselves in turn, may partici- 
pate and share largely in our temporal prosperity. 

And to the ladies we hardly know what to say. They are always so near 
right, it is hard to find an opportunity to make even a suggestion for improve- 
ment. We expect them to be first and foremost in every good enterprise — 
thank them for the interest they have manifested in our Society, from its 
commencement — crave their continued co-operation, and hope the good we 
anticipate to oureelves may not bo without its particular benefit to them. 

And now, in conclusion, permit me to say, it is the high privilege, as well 
as the sacred duty of every one of -us, to labor for the improvement of out- 
selves and each other, and endeavor, to the utmost of our ability, to leave -the 
world at least a little better than wo found it. But in order to succeed in 
this effort, we must cultivate other provinces of thought than merely tho^ 
which belong exclusively to the development of our knowledge of the exter- 
nal World. There are other regions of a higher and holier nature, without 
the cultivation of which no trw progress can be made. 

I thank you for your attention and patience, and wish you for the coming 
year, and for all years, abundant store of life's best blessings, and every 'Sue- 
cess in the pursuits of honorable industry. 
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LIST OF PREMIUMS 

Awarded at the Annual Fair of the Bock County Agricultural SodetyL 
and Mechanics^ Institute, held at Janesville, October ith, BtA, and 
6th, 1853. 

Abbreviations. — " Dip.," diploma., " V. T.," Volume Transactions State 
Agricultural Society. 

DIVISION NO. 1— HORSES. 

SuB-DiYisioK No. 1 — ^Thoboitgh Bred Hobsks. 

Committee. — 0. Loftus Martin, Chairman; W. Gilbraith, W. H. Howard, 

G. S. Ruble, Beloit; stallion, St. Patrick. 1st premium, $10. 
Daniel Blodgett, Beloit; stallion. Premium, $5. 

HORSES OF ALL WORK. 

Simon Ruble, Beloit; stallion. Prince of Circassia. 1st premium, $10. 

Daniel Blodgett, Beloit; Turk Lion. 2d premium, $5. 

Hiram Case, Clinton; three years old bay stallion. 1st premium, $5. 

J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown ; three years old bay stallion. 2d premium, V. T- 

S. K. Blodgett, Beloit; two years old bay stallion. 1st premium, $3. 

Edwin Scofield, Beloit ; two years old bay stallion. Sid premium, V. T. 

T. W. Williams, Emerald Grove; mare and colt. 1st premium, $5. 

Alfred Walker, Milton ; mare and colt. 2d premium, $3. 

Richard Dole, Tiuile; two years old mare and colt. 1st premium, $3. 

Ephraim Hildreth, Clinton; one year old mare colt. 1st premium, $2. 

« " « " " 2d premium, $1. 

W. H. Howard, JanesviUe^ span matched geldings. 1st premium, $5. 
E. H. Bennett, Japesville ; " "^ 2d premium, $3. 

Robert Barlas, Johnstown; span of mares. 1st premium, $5. 
H. S. Shelton, Janesvile; " " 2d premium, |3. 

S. H. Potter, Rockford, III, presented two stallions of all work — good. 
Reuben Boyce, Dane county, presented a two yeai-s old stallion — good. 
A. W. Smith, Harmony; one yearling colt. 1st premium, $2. 
Alfred Walkerj Milton; " "■ 2d premium, $1 

Rowland & Trask, Janesville ; pair matched horses, diploma. 
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Sub-Division No. 2— Swole Carriage and Draught Horsbs< 

Committee.— R. 8. Powell, Chairman; D. C. Patton and Adam Hayner. 

1 
W. H. Howard, Janesville; single carnage horse. 1st premium, $5. 
D.H. Babbit, « " " 2d « $3. 

W. H. Howard, " " mare. 1st premium, $5. 

W. B. Dodge, Johnstown; " " 2d " $3. 

Richard Dole, Turtle; span draught geldings. 1st premium, $5. 
Isaac Miles, Fulton ; " mares, 1st " $5. 

Peter McVain, Newark; " '• 2d " $3. 

E. A. Howland, Janesville ; span of very fine horses. 

Oliver VanKirk, Janesville ; four year old gelding — very good. 
James Allen, Fulton ; single carriage horse — extra farm horse. 
Clarion lanthus Miltimore, son of Ira Miltimore, of Janesville ; a fine pony. 
Premium, $1. 

DIVISION NO. 2— NEAT CATTLE, 

Sub-Division No. 1 — Short Horned Duehams, Devonshire and Atbb- 

SHIRE. 

Committee. — F. S. Eldred, Chairman; C. C. Cheney, C. H. Blodgett 

W. S. Yost and J. Roberts, Beloit ; Ayershire bull, three years old. Ist 
premium, $10. 

F. B. Cook, Johnstown ; Durham bull, three years old. 2d premium, $5. 
T. W. Williams, Emerald Grove; Durham cow, seven years old. 1st pre- 
mium, $10. 

Peter Me Vain, Newark ; do. 2d premium, $5. 
F. B. Cook, Johnstown; heifer. 1st premium, $5. 

•' " " bull calf. 1st premium, $2. 

T. W. Williams, Emerald Grove; do. 2d premium, $1. 
S. P. Lathrop, Beloit; short horned Durham heifer calf. 1st premium, $2. 
Peter McVain, Newark; do. 2d premium, $1. 

J. P. Reynolds, of 111., do do. Committee award a discretionary premium 
of $1. 

SCB-DivisioN No. 2 — Native and Grade Stock. 

Committee. — Azel Kenney, Chairmam ; J. S. Vankirk, and G. W. Ogdon. 

J. A. Blount, Janesville ; one pair two years old steers, very superior, no com- 
peititton. 1st premium, $3. 
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C, C. Cheney, LaPrairie; one pair three years old steers. 1st premium, $4. 

John Hanser, Bsloit; one native heifer. 1st premium, $1. 

T. P. Davis, Harmony ; " " 2d premium, 50 cents. 

Simon Burling ime, Rock; one pair three years old steers. 2d premium, $2. 

James Freeman, Lima; one three years old lull. Good, no comp., V. T. 

J. P.J. Hayner, Reck; one pair oxen, very good, well matched, recommend 

V. T. 
Willard Corlcw, Janesville ; one pair oxen, vei-y good, well matched, V. T. 
Peter McVain, Newark; one yearling bull. 1st premium, $2. 
C. H. Bicknell, Beloit; one yearling bull. 2d premium, $1. 
Lewis Reynolds, Milton; one pair oxen, five years old. 1st premium, $6. 

" " " " " " 2d " $3. 

Peter McVane ; gi-ade cow, V. T. 

DIVISION NO. 3— SHEEP. 

Committee. — ^A. "W. Root, Chairman ; J. E. Culver, Wm. Wyman. 

C. K. Bennett, Center; French Merino buck. 1st premium, $5. 
Andrew Stevens, " yearling do. 2d premium, $3. 

Daniel Bennett, Beloit; Merino ewes and lambs. 1st premium, $5. 
T. P. Davis, Harmony ; Merino owes. 2d premium, $3. 

DIVISION NO. 4— SWINE. 

Committee. — ^Wm. Spaulding, Chairman ; Wm. Hall, Edward Spears. 

Mark Miller, Janesville ; Suffolk boar. 1st premium, $1. 
^B'ichard Dole, Turtle ; boar pig. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

DIVISION NO. S^POULTRY. 

Committee. — Jeremiah Roberts, Chairman ; J. E. Culver, Simon BurUngame. 

W. S. Chase, Janesville ; best and greatest variety of poultry. 1st jirfetti., $6. 
8. P. Lathrop, Beloit; second best " " 2d " $2. 

" " pair Shanghai fowls. 1st premium, $1. 

S. C. Bangs, Janesville ; " " 2d " 50 cents. 

W. S. Chase, " best Chittagong fowls. 1st premium, $1. 
S. C. Bangs, " " " " 2d " 50 cents. 

Tice, Warn <fe Co., Janesville; best Brama Pootra. 1st premium, $1. 
Chas. E. Mitchell, " " " 2d " 50 cents. 
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Edward Bicknell, Beloit; one pair white Shanghais. 1st premium, $1,0Q. 
S. P. Lathrop, " " " 2d " 50 cents. 

" " " Bolton gray Shanghais. 1st premium, $1. 

Edward Bicknell, « " « 2d " 60 cents. 

C. R. Gibbs, Harmony; spangled Hamburg. 1st premium, $1. 

" " " black Polands. 1st premium, $1. 

C. G-. Antisdell, Janesville white do. 1st premium, $1. 
Lewis Comstock, Rock ; lot native fowls. 1st premium, $1. 

W. S. Chase, Janesville; pair common geese; 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Lewis Comstock, Rock; " " ducks. " " " " 

A. W. Smith, Harmony; lot of Guinea hens. 1st premium, $1. 

DIVISION NO. 6— FARMS AND GARDENS. 

Committee. — 0. F. Comfort Chairman; Z. P. Burdiok. 

M. P. Cogswell, Turtle; fanii. 1st premium, $15. 
A. M. Carter, Johnstown; do 2d do $10. 
Mark Miller, Janesville; kitchen garden. 1st premium, $5. 
H. T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit; do. 2d premium, $3. 
Charles Holt, Janesville; flower garden. 1st premium, $5. 

D. Blodgett, Beloit; do do 2d do, $3. 

DIVISION NO. 7— FARM AND KITCHEN GARDEN PRODUCTS. 
Committee. — Alvin Miner, Chairman ; Edward P. Lacy, F. Hitchcock. 

Daniel Blodgett, Beloit; five acres wheat. 1st premium, $3. 

Jonathan Pound, Porter; broom corn. 1st premium, 25 cents. 

Asa Root, Fulton ; two acres hops, averaging more than 1 500 lbs. to the 

acre. $3. , 

James Shields, Rock; lot of onions. 25 cents. 
Tice, Warn & Co., Janesville ; 100 bushels sweet potatoes. V. T. 

do do do seed coi-n. 25 cents. 

H. T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit; cabbago. 25 cents. 



do 


do 


do rhubarb. 25 ceiits. 


do 


do 


do carrots. 25 cents. 


do 


do 


do gard.'n seeds. 


do 


do 


do show of vegetables. $1. 


do 


do 


do variety of corn. 25 cents. 



Mark Miller, Janes\'ille; honey. $1. 

do do beets. 25 cents. 
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Mark Miller, Janssville; potatoes. 25 cents. 

do do squashes. 25 cents. 

do do sweet cotn. 25 cents. 

do do stow of vegetables. $3. 

Edward Hield, Janesville ; oats. 
John P. Dickson, do red poppers. 25 cents. 
S. P. Lathrop, Beloit; sweet com. 50 cents. 
Z. P. Burdick, Janesville; variety of com. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

DIVISION NO. 8— FRUITS. 

Committee. — Henry T. Woodward, J., Chairman; Charles Colby, Da\id F. 
Sayre. 

C. Loftus Martin, Turtle ; apples. 1st premium, $2. 
Joseph Spaulding, Harmony ; apples. 2d premium, $1. 
B. E. Mack, Turtle ; discretionary premium for largest variety of apples.^ — 
Dip. and V. T. 

J. Eddy, Beloit; discretionary premium, for two barrels Rhode Island Green- 
mgs and twenty ounce Pippins. Diploma and V. T. 

H. J. Starin, Whitewater; for large variety of apples, plums and grapes. — 
Diploma and V. T. 

Richard Dole, Turtle ; presented two bbls. and twenty-three varieties of ap- 
ples — very good. Y. T. 

Jon Childs, Lima ; five varieties apples — very fine, Diploma. 

W. S. Murray, Clinton ; sixteen varieties of apples — very good. Diplonja. 

Jeremiah Roberts, Beloit; forty varieties of apples — very good. V. T. 

E. Bicknell, Beloit; twelve varieties of apples. Dip. and V. T. 

G. W. Ogden, Milton ; presented the largest apples. V. T. 

The committee say that in the examination of apples presented by Messrs. 

Bicknell, Spaulding and Childs, they hesitated some time bef jre deciding 

which was entitled to the first premium. 

G. C. Patten, Beloit; three varieties of peaches. 1st premium, $2. 

John Childs, Lima; do do 2d premium, $1. 

John P. Dickson, Janesville ; three varieties seedling peaches. Diploma. 

John Wynn, Janesville, and Russell Cheeney, Bradford, presented some very 

fine peaches. 

Dr. John Mitchell, Janesville; one variety pears, 1st premium, $2. 

S. F. Chipman, Plymouth, presented a, large cluster of pears. 

E. Bicknell, Beloit; five varieties grapes. 1st premium, $3. 
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J. P. Dickson, Janesvillo ; ttree varieties seedling grapes. 2d premiuin, $1. 

John Child, Lima, presented a fine sample of grapes 

Q, H. Williston, Janesville ; one variety quince. 1st premium, $2. 

E. Hawkins, Beloit; do do. 2d pi'emiun), $1. 

The committee would notice favorably a jar of English gooseberries, prft- 
scnted by E. Bicknell, Beloit; also a jar gallon Spanish cherries, by H. T. 
Woodward, Jr., Beloit. 
Charles Colby, Janesville, presented thi'ce varieties Gravenstein apples — 

very fine. 

DIVISION NO. 9— FARMING IMPLEMENTS AND MECHAN- 
ICAL PRODUCTIONS. 

Sub-Division No. 1. 

Committee. — Alfred Haskins, Chairman; Ira Miltimore, J. H. Budd. 

J. P. Sears, Rock, presented a reaper and mower, Atkin's patent self-raker. 

No competition. Dip. 
Daniel Gower, Eock ; threshing machine, Wheeler's patent, Albany, N. Y. 

A very fine article ; threshes in a very superior manner. No competi- 
tion. Dip. 

B. B. Olds, Clinton ; one shovel plow cultivator. 1st premium, $2. 
A. W. Paiker, Janesville; steel plow. Diploma. 1st premium, $2. 
O. S. Powell, Janesville ; steel plow. 2d premium, V. T. 

" " " com " 1st premium, $1. 

" " " double or breaking plow. 1st premium, $2. 

George Ross, a student at the Wisconsin Institute for the Blind, presented 

a corn broom of his own manufacture. Very fine article. Prem., 50 eta. 
W. H. Cogswell, Michigan ; model fanning mill. Diploma. 

Sub-Division No. 2. 

Committee. — John R. Boyce, Chairman ; Merrit Preston, Isaac Miles. 

N. B. Gaston, Beloit; show of scales. $3. 

A. K. Allen, Janesville ; patent chum. Diploma. 

A. K. Allen, Janesville ; straw €utter. Dip, 

F. B. Cook, Johnstown ; horse rake. Dip. 

R. J. Richardson, Janesville ; show of scales. Dip. 
George W. Rockwell, Beloit; fanning mill. Dip. 

C. Nichols, Lowell, Mass. ; corn cracker. Dip. 
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SuB^DivisioN No. 3. 
Committee. — John Qhil.ds, Cljairman. 

Peter Smitz, Hamaony ; osier work. Committeo consider it a very excel- 
lent article. 1st premium, $3. 

H. S. Shelton & Co., Janesville; show of parlor stoves. Dip. 

J. M. Rikcr, do set silver plated coach harness. 1st premi- 

um, $3. 

J. M. Rikcr, Janesville ; gig harness. 1st premium, $1,50. 
" " " collar. 1st premium,. 25 cents. 

T. H. Buckingham, Janesville ; pair boots. 1st preniium. Dip. 

H. O. Clark & Co., " coat and vest. Committee consider it an 

excellent specimen of workmanship. 1st premium, $2. 

A. Sherer, Janesville ; one set double draft harness. 1st premium, $2. 
" " saddle, bridle and martingale. 1st premium, $2. 

" " valise. Dip. 

P. J. Richardson, Janesville; show of stoves. Dip. 

Beardsley <& Smith, do cooking stoves. Dip. 

J. B, Dimock, do pair boots ; worthy of great praise. Dip. 

Sub-Division No. 4. 
Committee. — Levi St. John Chairman ; Geo. Sherman. 

Samuel Hinman; buggy. Committee consider it a very excellent carriage?. 

Diploma. 1st premium, $2. 

Wood & Moon ; a two seated family carriage. Dip. 

DIVISION NO. 11— DAIRY PRODUCTS. 

Committee. — 0. W. Norton, Chairman ; S. G. CoUey, J. P. J. Hayner. 

F. S. Eldred, Johnstown ; lot of cheese, which the committee consider " A 

No. 1," and recommend 1st premium, $2. 
Rufus Clark, Beloit; butter. 1st premium, $2. 
Waterman Lester, Rock ; butter. 2d premium, $1. 

DIVISION NO. 12— -PRINTING, DAGUERREOTYPES, PAINT- 
ING, BOOK-BINDING, &c. 
Committee.— 8. P. Lathrop, Chairman; Levi Alden, J. M. Burgess. 
Alden & Holt, Janesville; job and ornamental printing ; no competition.— 
1st premium, $2. 
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V. K. Deyo, Janesville; one painting,. "GKpsey scenes." 1st premium, $2. 
do do do do " Grave digger." $1. 

The committee speak with commendation of these paintibgs, offered by 
Mrs. Deyo. 
C. Loftus Martin presented three superior paintings— on? a landscape with 

cattle; portrait of Sir Samuel Rogers, by Reynolds; the Philosopher, br 

Reubens. Diploma. 

The committee would encourage the importation of such paintings by 
distinguished masters, for the great and excellent influence it \would have in 
the cultivation of good taste among the people. 
Wm. Macloon, Janesville; specimen of painting in water colors — ^mariner 

and landscape. 1st premium, $3. 
John Russell, Beloit; specimen of carriage painting; no competition. Pre- 
mium, $2. 
John Russell, do do do trirnming. $3. 

Petrie & AUis, Beloit; specimen carriage trimming. The committee speak 
in high terms of commendation of the manner in which this work is done. 

Premium, $3. 
J. E. Powers, Janesville; specimens of Daguerreotype portraits of Johti P. 

Hale; of Nellis; and a group of four ladies, which they regard as most 

excellent. 1st premium, |2. 
E. L. Herrick, Beloit; six specimens of Daguerreotypes, which are regarded 

by the committee, as specimens of peculiar merit. Diploma. 
Wm. Russell, Beloit ; sign and ornamental painting. Premium $2 and dip. 

DIVISION NO. 13— DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 

Committee. — ^Joseph Spaulding, Chairman; H. S. Shelton, J. M. Riker, 
Mrs. Riker, Mrs. Miles. 

Root & Wheeler, Bckit; two pieces woolen goods. Premium, $1. 

do do do one piece flannel, fine quality. Premium, $1. 

Rufus Clark, Beloit; woolen carpet. 1st premium, $2. 
Alfred Walker, Milton ; do 2d do $1. 

J. P. J. Hay ner. Rock; rag carpet; 1st do $2. 
Mrs. W. Hughes, Janesville; pair ladies' hose. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Alfred Walker, Milton ; do do do 2d do 25 cents. 

Mrs. W. Hughes, Janesville; pair flannel sheets; very nice. 50 cents. 

DIVISION NO. 14^CABINET WARE, &c. ' 

Committee. — Alvin Miner, Chaii-man ; E. H. Bennett, Rufus Washburn. 
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Doty & Bumham, Janesville; sash and blinds — superior quality-^no com- 
petition. $2, and diploma. 

J. F. Morse, Janesville ; bureaus, rocking chairs, center table and chair — no 
competition. $3 and diploma. , 

DIVISION NO. 15— MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 

Gommittee. — James Allen, Chairman ; Andrew Stevens, T. Newton. 

H. C. Bull <fe Co,, Janesville ; specimen of lumber. Committee say it is 
extra — that the company have on hand a desirable lot of lumber of all 
kinds. No competition. Diploma, 

E. S. Buckingham, Janesville; bird cage and birds; also stuffed birds. No 
competition ; excellent and well worthy of notice. 50 cents and diploma. 

John R. Beale, Janesville;] show case of hats, fiirs and findings. No com- 
petition ; worthy of commendation. $2 and dijiloraa. 

Ogilvie & Barrows, Janesville ; show case ; very cornmendable. Diploma. 

J. F. Pease & Co., Janesville ; musical instruments ; elegant pieces of work- 
manship. Diploma. 

G. R. Perkins, Janesville ; lot of dental work ; worthy of high commenda- 
tion. Diploma. 

Wm. Gano, Rock ; patent water proof beehive ; worthy of a diploma, 

George J.. Kellogg, Janesville ; patent vertical gate: — a good gate — ^no com- 
petition. Diploma. 

C. S. Scoville, Rockton, lU. ; a double action pump ; very good — no compe- 
tition. Diploma. 

J. H. Budd, Janesville ; lot of mill gear and "wood lathe — extra. The com- 
mittee would recommend all desirous of work in this, line, to give Mr. 
- Budd a call. Diploma, 

Ehle & Sleeper, Janesville; show case and goods; very excellent — no com- 
petition. Diploma. 

Mark Miller, Janesville ; beehive — fii'st rate. Diploma. 

DIVISION NO. 16— LADIES' DEPARTMENT. 
Sub-Division No. 1 — Flowers. 

Committee. — ^Miss H. Chapin, Mrs. W. Hughes, Mrs. J. B. Ransom. 

John P. Dickson and Z. P. Burdick, of Janesville, and H, J, Starin, ,of 
Whitewater, and Samuel Hinman of Beloit, G. J. Kellogg, of Janesville, 
and others, presented boquets in this department,' but the committee not 
having attended to their duty, wo have no report. 



286 

Sub-Division No. 2— Paintings, Shell and Ornamental Nkbdlb 
AND Wax Work. 

Committee. — ^Mrs. Sarah Van Allen, Chairman; Mrs. Braca, Mrs. Woodruff. 

Mrs. Emma Rico, Johnstown; monochromatic painting; very superior, and 

evinces much talent. 1st premium, $2. 
H. T. Woodward, jr., Beloit; crayon sketches. Ist premium, $1. 

" " " laoe cape. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

" " " lace collar; very good. Dip. 

Mrs. Sarah 0. Sayre, Johnstown ; embroidered lace shawl. 2d premium, |1. 
Miss Rozilla J. Riker; monochromatic painting. 2d premium, $1. 
G. H. Williston, Jancsville ; lot of shells ; very fine show. Dip. 
Mrs. M. S. Burdick; ornamental box. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

SnB-DrvisiON No. 3; — Millinery, Dressmaking, and Plain Needlewoek. 

Committee.— ^ts. J. F. Willard, Chairman ; Mrs. 0. Guernsey, Miss Hazard. 

Mrs. Phillip Baker, Janesville ; bed quilt. $1. 

do do do hearth rug. 50 cents. 

Mrs. Henry Cheney, Bradford ; quilt patch work ; very fine ; worthy of com- 
mendation. 50 cents. 
Mrs. Rufus Clark, Beloit; two coverlets. $1. 

do do do one pair sheets. 50 cents, 

do do do one pair blankets. 50 cents. All very superior. 

Mrs. E. A. Dunham, Janesville ; fancy millinery ; very nice. Premium, $1 . 
Miss Stella Howard, daughter of Sheriff Howard, of Janesville, only 8 years 

old; patchwork; quite superior; and the committee would encourage 

such eiforts. 1st premium, $1. 
Mrs. Hiram Taylor, Janesville; knit coverlet. 1st premium, $1. 
Mrs. Walls, a blind lady at the Wisconsin Institute for the Blind; 

one piece patchwork; very superior. Premium, 50 cents; 

four tidies, do do do 

one lady's skirt, do do $1 ; 

one child's frock, knit, do do 50 cents. 

Mrs. Jesse Miles, Janesville; patchwork. Premium, $1. 
Mrs. Whildon Hughes, Jancsville ; patchwork. Premium, V. T. 
Mrs. Wm. Stevens, Janesville; millinery; very good. $1. 
Mrs. Martin Reed, Jancsville ; artificial flowers. 50 cents. 
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DIVISION NO. 17— PLOWING MATCH. 
Committee. — L. D. Thomas, Chairman. 

John Alexander, Milton, and Isaac Miles, Fulton, competitors. Mr. Miles 

recieved the premium. $3. 

Note. — Mr. Miles requests tho secretary to say that Mr. Alexander, as a 
plowman, cannot well bo boat, more than himself; and attributes his success 
mainly to the superiority of the plow that he used; which was of Ai W. 
Parker's manufacture, Janesville. ' 

DIVISION NO. 21— SWEEPSTAKES. 

Committee. — B. E. Mack, Chairman; D. C. Patten, J. M. Burgeas. 

George S. Ruble, Beloit ; best stallion. $5. 
J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown ; best buck. $3. 
F. B, Cook, « best bull. $5. 

Mark Miller, Janesville ; best boar. $3. 

Note. — The Executive Commiteo having expended nearly $700 in pur- 
chasiiig and fitting up permanent grounds, find their funds somewhat ex- 
hausted, leaving a deficiency for premiums, but do not feel at liberty to avail 
themselves of the reserved privilege of reducing the premiums; but report 
them in full, preferring to fall back upon the generosity of those friends who 
have drawn large premiums, and ask such as are willing to do so, to let their 
premiums rest, in whole or in part, until next year, when our outlays will be 
much less, and we may reasonably cxpecl a surplus, as our Society is now 
founded on a firm and permanent basis : in other word^, our Society is a 
fixed fact. 

The treasurer has made arrangements with Mr. Sutherland to pay tho 
premiums at his bookstore, 

J. F. WILLARD, Pres't 

Okbin Guernsey, Sec'y, 
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LITTLE LACHES AND LITTLE HEEDS. 

AN ESSAY. 



BY HON. L. P. HARVEY. 



Bead before the Rock Comity Agricultural Society and Mechanics^ Jnititute 
at the quarterly meeting, held at JanesvUle, Sept. 6th, 1852. 

"Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines, for our vines bear 
tender grapes," saith the song of Solomon — " Stop for us the leakings, the 
petty leakings that drain our profits, for our delving brings meagre gains," 
would be a travesty not without its peculiar significance in the mouth of a 
Wisconsin farmer of the present time. Starting on this hint, I propose to 
devote the few moments I may detain your attention to-day, to enforcing 
the homely truth that little neglects, widening into wastes, ill-directed la- 
bor and effprls devoid of System, lie at the foundation of much of the ill-suc- 
cess so generally deplored' in recent, and especially agricultural, enterprises; 
while little heeds, expanding into valuable economies, labor-saving ingenui- 
ties and rigidly systematic exertions, are sure of finding thrift, despite the 
untoward circumstances now bearing so hardly upon the fortunes of the/arni- 
er. I will not aficct to propose any "sovereign specific" for blight on our 
staple products, or the general depression of their market value. I do not 
pretend to have found any universal solvent of " hard times ;" but I am 
firmly impressed, and hope slightly to impress others, with the fact that nei- 
ther the adverse changes of the seasons, nor the more adverse operations of 
the laws of trade have quite suspended the common laws of failure and suc- 
cess. All the minor and major economies that make up thrift, are still worth 
careful study and rigid prai'tioe — ^all Ijhe lessor and greater wastes that tend 
to poverty, are still worth learning and avoiding, in mitigation of present 
embarrassment and disaster; while the retm-ns will certainly reward the per- 
severing and thorough. devotee of i:nprovement, in that good time which is 
sure to come to this rich and fcrtilu state, are still more worth our unceasing 
endeavor. 

In every pureuit of productive industry, prosecuted under the most favora- 
ble circumstances, it is found that the first, and generally by far the greater 
portion, of its returns are required to defray the inevitable cost for its out-fifi 
and management. These all must be quit before the proprieter is permitted 
even a glimpse of that tempting, coy, coquettish sum, the object of all his 



289 

entei-prise and endeavor, termed profit. This uftcei-tain sum can only be 
computed ontlie 'margin' of his operations — its itfems CpHectedfrom the little 
gains or advantages which ingenuity, t^t'and industiy in the managemerit^ 
glean ptecisely where shiftlessness and ignorance waste by hegle6t. The dif- 
ference, after all, between what are called "hard times" and those which 
are confessedly prosperous, consists merely in the breadth of the margiti whifch 
is left for profits. To the intelligent, far-sighted and indefatigable operator 
in any calling, the hardest times always leave a chance for gain; afid his 
profits increase in exact ratio of general prosperity. To the stolid, pur-blind 
and faint-hearted, general disaster is always individual faihu'e; and "the 
times " must be easy indeed, that afibrd any advance by his operations. ■ Group 
the good points discemable in the habits and management of the really 
thriving fanners within the circle of your acqliaintance, and suppose one for- 
tunate individual to be endowed with them all; what doubt could there be 
of such an individual's complete success," be his scale of operations never 
so extended, or " the times " never so hard ? On the other hand, imagine 
one poor, luckless wight, inflicted with every fault of charaicter and defect in 
management, observable in the range of " unlucky " farmers within your 
knowledge; are the law^ of gravitation of^any more certain operation than 
would be the tendency of such an individual's efforts to disaster and ruin ? — 
Traits and habits so readily appreciat6d, in the aggregate do not differ in na- 
ture or tendency, when parcelled among a claSs or community. To the ob- 
servant eye, a thousand. little incidents of daily habit and management, point 
sd truly as the results of his efforts disclose the place which each individual 
occupies in the range between that excellence -which commands complete suc- 
cess, and the deficiency which warrants eiitire failure. Despite all the un- 
propitious circumstances,' which embarrass the farming interest in this state, 
at the present time, there are farmers among us who make a steady advance 
from year to year in prosperity, in comforts of hving and facilities for "prose- 
cuting their business, and in the improvement and consequent value of their 
farms. Depend upon it, each one of these successful farmers has some per- 
sonal merit which is the secret of his success. There is no denying, too, that 
the great majority of our agriculturalists toil hard froin year to year, just to 
' hold their own ;' while very many are kiUing both themselves and the land 
they till, and at the same time are running behind in property, and every 
comfort for life, and convenience for conducting their business. Here; too, is 
no blind fatality of " ill-luck ;" but the results, so plainly apparent, are pro- 
ducts of causes in the men themselves, Uttle less difficult of detection. 

The habits, traits of character, method and management of a complete 
" Model Farmer," exist in single virtues among almost every extended firm- 
19 
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ing community, each successful husbandman possessing them in part; while 
the defects whieh would make out a perfect antithesis, or " Model Failure," 
are scattered profusely among the thriftless. 

I have now in my mind a farmer who governs all his grain-growing opera- 
tions by one simple i-ule, which, according to my reckoning, has brought him 
a respectable fortune within the few years I have been an observer of his 
operations. He says, " I first calculate how many bushels of each kind of 
grain it is desirable for me to produce for the year; then on how few acres 
it is possible to raise the given quantity, and cultivatb accordingly." Of 
course my friend avails himself of all the advantages which reading, observa- 
tion and thinking afford, as to the best methods of cultivation for each class 
of grain, and the best means of enhancing the productiveness of his soil — and 
he does not fail to bestow as much labor in tilling a few acres, as the surface- 
scratching land-killers around him would spread over the number of acres in 
their judgement requisite to the production of the quantities he desires. — 
Somehow even drought breathes moisture upon this farmer's fields, wet sea- 
sons turn them greeii instead of yellow, and blight seldom falls upon his har- 
vests. He avoids great outlays for help in harvest time, and always secures 
his compact burthens of grain in good order. Compute for yourselves the 
value of all the little economies found in such a system of farming — their list 
is legion. Make your own estimate of his yearly gains from the superior 
quality and condition of his crops ! The grand item however of profit from 
such a system of culture is the increased productiveness and consequent value 
of the farm itself. The soil is kept clean from noxious seeds, and, being well 
fed, it waxeth/af from year to year. To day my friend's farm would com- 
mand several dollars per acre more than any other farm of the neighborhood. 
Every one says it is "better land ;" but all its "better" quality has been 
given it by the owaer in following his simple, sensible rule of production.— 
This rule has kept him in heart and thrift through all "the hard times,'' 
and laid up for him, besides, all the superior value of hb really fine estate. 
Would not this rule do for a model farmer ? 

I know a neighbor of the farmer just mentioned, who uever fiiids time for 
"nice farming.'' Gooded by embarrasraents, every year growing more per- 
plexing, he every year strives for an increased surplus to lift h'm from debt 
by stretching his efforts over more land. He wauts so many bushels of grain, 
and he means to plant or sow enough to make sure of the quantity — and, to 
widen the margin, he scratches over a/ew more than his first calculation, 
after every one else thinks seed time is over. Land pooily tilled — a perfect 
wreck of farming impliments through haste, and much time and expense lost 
in getting them repaired; poor, over- worked teams, meagre crops, gram of 
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inferior quality, an;l fall of every kiad of seed to depreciate the value of the 
grain itself; a harvest time spasmodic with hurry and confusion, extravagant 
outlays for harvest help hired on compulsion, shocks, bundles, and gavels 
caught by showers, and finally half secured, in villainous condition; fields of 
grain left standing to bleach and waste long after they should have been 
gathered by. every teaching of prudent husbandry, are among the yearly inci- 
dents of this farmer's operation. Poorly as he has managed up to harvest 
time, I firmly believe he would obtain as much grain and more value by 
attempting to gather only about two-thirds the number of acres sown. Take 
his operations through, he has fully an equal qhanca o f carrying water in a 
sieve, as of making money from a business leaking through so many hundred 
vents. But, to complete the contrast with the neighbor before mentioned, 
the great item of his losses is in the condition and value of his farm. No 
prudent purchaser would take it, with all his costly outlays for buildings and 
improvements, at even price with virgin prairie, The soil is foul with nox- 
ious seeds, and yearly becomes leaner through wretched culture, aud contin- 
ual cropping without food to renew its strength. 

Such contrasts as I have cited above, are too.strong to have escaped any 
one's attention ; and cej:tainly recur with sufficient frequency to have come 
under every one's observation. I^et us look more closely for the little heeds 
that bring their items of thrift; and the little laches that result in little 
losses, among those of our neighbors whose general habits and whose gener- 
al success present nothing worth especial distinction or notice. 

Passing my neighbor W ^'s hog yard the other day, the size and thrif- 
ty appearance of his " store liogs," induced me to inquire where he obtained 
so choice a breed. "The breed is all in the feed," was the instructive an- 
swer. Further conversation drew out the fact that this farmer" s success in 
hog-growing was purely attributable to the care which he bestowed upon 
them. He is not remarkable for energy or industry in the general manage- 
ment of his business ; but in this item he is systematic and thorough. His 
pigs are never allowed to get stunted ; his shpats are never thin, nor squeal 
for lack of food. They take shape on full feed, and the result is a fine form. 
They are kept from the first in constant growth ajjd thriving condition ; and 
the gain is, they are ready for th<j pen at about half the age of the common 
come-up-by-chance race, and are fattened in loss than half the time and at 
half the trouble and cost. The gain \n size and thiift is peq)etual fiom one 
generation to another, until my neighbor has pretty good reason ^or his opin- 
ion that " there is as good breed in t^ feed as was ever imported." What- 
ever may be the luck of othei^, tbis man makes money in growing pork. — 
Another farmer, not far 4is$^nt, man^-ges a trifle better. By a little ju4i-- 
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cious oiitlay, and at some trduble, he has procured a breed of hogs that at- 
tain equal if not tetter size, with less feed, than the first. Then he makes 
a further saving by raising only those pigs that show the proper form and 
aptitude for taking flesh. He calculates the difference of raising and fatten- 
ing hogs from the same Utter aA twenty-^ve per' cent. ; and wisely judges 
that it is easier to save feed than to produce it. A httle time' and care in 
assorting, saves a gi-eatmany days' hard work in the corn field; or preserves 
a considerable surplus for sale. My opinion, from two or three years' ob- 
servation,' is, that either of the men I have mentioned, will gi'ow a three hun- 
dred hog, and send him into market, at a less cost than a certain extensive 
farmer I know of, will turn off' a hundred- and-fifty-poflhd iharlc. 

The same sensible practices of my friends, the hog-growers, are equally 
valuable in aE branches of stock-raising. Very much of the breed is in care 
and feed. It costs a great deal of expense and trouble to decently repair a 
"stunt" upon a young animal, from want of propiJr care and food. I doubt if 
it can ever be fully recovered; But any animal started well is half raised. — 
Proper food and proper care while a young calf or colt is taking form and 
developing bone and muscle, have much to do with the size, figure, and con- 
stitution ; in short, the value in every respect, of the mature animal. Shel- 
ter and warmth in winter, too, are proverbial economists of fodder. Yet there 
is great difference in " blood," or breed, both as respects cost of rearing, and 
the value of the animal produced. It is an old proverb that " it costs no 
more to raise a good animal than a poor one." The difference in value in 
favor of 'the good animal, should make the ..producer Vratchful that his care 
and feed are not wasted upon inferior stock. But there is one leak more to 
be stopped. A careful study of the habits and qualities of good bloods ■will 
disclose the fact that a good animal costs less to raise it than a poor one. — 
There are no more .voracious eatere than our native breeds of net cattle ' Or 
swine. Then there is a wide difference in animals from the sa,me sto'ck,' as 
respects the return yielded from the same care and feed ; as there is also, as 
everybody knows, in their adaptation for the uses desired by the grower. A 
little knowledge and a little care at the outset, might have given many a 
farmer a choice cow for every one of the diy ruins that encumber his yard, 
cat Up his forage, and waste his time' — a valuable yoke of working cattle for 
each pair of sci-awney time-killers he is now working; or a strong, spirited, 
marketable span of horses, for each pair of "plugs" he is now pushing thi'ough 
his farm work, or urging over the road to the " lake." The assertion may 
be thought extravagant, that there! are scores of farmers among the member- 
ship of this Society, -frho might produce a given -value in coWs, working cat- 
tle, beef OT horses, at one half the cost they are now doing. Yet I know 
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very many farmers in our county of whom this assertion is fai- below the 
truth. If such make a living at the business now, there is, even in these 
hard times, a hundred per cent, profit within the reach of better manage- 
ment. When "our vines bear tender .gi-apes," there is poor sense in letting 
"the little foxes "get them all. \ ,. 

In gleaning for the habits of " model farmer," I think now of an acquaint- 
ance whose management in the purchase and use of mrnhmery is particular- 
ly instractive. There seems to bo no machine of real utility in his business 
but he is seasonably provided with ; yet his qutUys for these costly helps 
are apparently less than half the amount expended by some of his neighbors, 
who never seem to have half as much as he does. His secret is threcrfold. 
He never buys until he has thoroughly posted himself as to merits and de- 
fects of all competing implements for the use he desu'cs ; hence he loses noth- 
ing by injudicious investments. He next carefully houses and saves the 
strength of every implement on his farm, when not in use; hence he secures 
a double or thi-ee-fold wear of each one over his more careless neighbor. — 
Lastly, he carefully examines and repairs, generally by his own hand, every 
machine or tool long before its use in the season's business is demanded. It 
would not be an easy task to compute how many, expensive accidents, so- 
called, are avoided by the last item of this fanner'^ management ; how many 
days' works are saved in his harvest field, lost in others' through such acci- 
dents, or how much damage to crops is prevented by the certainty and celer- 
ity with which his harvest work advances from commencement to close. It 
is. a fact of no trifling importance to the account of " profit and loss," that 
one hundred dollars, on an average, procure to the fai-mer I have just cited, 
more valuable helps from agricultui'al implements and machinery, than three 
hundred dollars invested by my neighbor, Broadacres, whose reaper bleaches 
in the autumn winds, whirls and creaks in the blasts of winter, and rots in 
the spring rains ; whose tools have no' certain place of deposite, and are never 
in order or repair; whose reaper, or mower, or thresher, always break down 
just when the employment of a dozen Jiands or more, are directly dependent 
upon its being kept in motion. I know not how much stronger I might 
make the contrast by citing the case of another farmer, not a score of miles 
from here, whose lack of all prudence or forecast, seems to have especially 
commissioned him to the work of testing every invention for lightening the 
labors of the farmer, at his own proper 'cost. , I care not how expensive the 
machine, nor how flimsy the pretence of improvement upon the one, or the 
score he already possesses, this man buys everything that is offered. -He is 
the universal patron of everybody's whim at invention, besides wasting hun- 
dreds of money and months of toil upon crotchets of his own proHfic brain. 
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His barns and yards store worthless fragments of macliinsry, which cost him 
a respectable fortune. The " little foxes " are gathering all his grapes, and 
the big mortgage will soon strip him of the vineyard. 

An extensive wool buyer from this good village of Janesville, called at my 
store a few days since, inquiring for the residence of a cleVer farmer in the 
A-idinity, and particularly if he had sold his clip of wool. I soon learned that 
here was a chance for the farmer named to sell his wool at his own door, at 
a very nice advance from the price at which the majority of my neighbors 
had sold in market. There was no increase in demand or inflation of price 
prompting the extra pains aod-estra pay to secure this particular clip ; but 
the buyer sought it because' he knew this farmer produced wool of finer fibre, 
and put it up cleaner and in better style than his neighbors. I knew the 
farmer in question to be an enterprising and careful sheep grower, and felt 
that ho deserved the extra profit which his good management brought him. 
M. Lasteyrie, the persistent advocate for Merinoes, was of the opinion that 
'• fine woolcd sheep may be kept up at the Cape of Good Hope, or under 
the rigorous climate of Sweden, wherever industrious men and intelligent 
breeders e^yst." My friend has no faculty of book-arguing the question lika 
the Frenchman, but his practical good sense is daily working out a demon- 
stration of great value to the community among whom he lives, that industry* 
and intelligence can keep up a flock of fine wooled sheep, and make money 
by sheep-growing on the prairies of Wiseont-in, even under present embar- 
rassments of the times. 

In our observations of the habits and management of farmers who have 
system and thoroughness enough about them to thrive, as things go now-a- 
days, one nile will be found common to all. The obligations or debts of 
each are so few in number, and contracted with so prudent a forecast that he 
13 never forced to huriied sales. It makes a wide difference in the profits of 
a year's farming, whether the farmer is goaded by necessity into forcing his 
grain on the market the first day he can possibly got it ready, or can take 
his choice of the whole year's range of prices ; whether he is at the mercy of 
the buyer, comjaelled to take any figure offered ; or in that condition of inde- 
pendence which enables him to place a remunerative price upon his prgducts, 
and "hold" until they will command the price set. I doubt not a prudent 
farmer sometimes finds advantage in selling a portion of his crops at a low 
figure, under pressing call for ready money, rather than light the candle at 
both ends, by paying high interest on indebtedness or loans, and at the same 
time suffering inevitable waste in keeping his grain on hand ; but in the sys- 
tematic plans of a really prudent manager, these pressing calls seldom urge. 

Thus in the great volume of every day experience, are written hints of 
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progress and lessons of improvement ; laws as wise as " Poor Richard " ever 
taught, aud solvents for " hard times " that seldom or never feil of the d( - 
sired result. TJie farmer who in bis own private operations has devised any 
simple method of rendering labor more. productive; who Las found a shorter 
way of doing any task upon the farm; who has learned to economize any 
common waste of product or effort ; who has invented any cheapening of cost, 
or lessening of power required, or who by man^ement has learned to turn 
his products to better account than his ne^hbors, is a benefactor of his race. 
His discoveries have added to the world's wealth in the same line of benefac- 
tion with him who causes two blades of grass to grow where but one grew 
before. His example stimulates inquiry, and his success diffuses hope and 
enkindles emulation. Observation of such a farmer's operations will detect 
the secret of his success, but voluntary communication of every simple, prac- 
tice devise reproduces and multiplies each economy a thousand fold. Here 
consists the most a,pparent office work of our Society. Beyond stimulating 
a general spirit of inquiry among the agriculturists of our county, after a bet- 
ter direction of every effort in their calling, it is to be hoped that its meet- 
ings, discussions, essays, fairs and addresses will bring out from the prolific 
store house of a common experience, every neat economy of thrift may be 
found in isolated practice among us, and diffuse a general and thorough in- 
formation, derived from actual experiment, of the b( st implements for econ- 
mizing labor, the best breeds of every kind of animal that may be profitably 
bred on our prairies; while detecting and exposing every trait of shiflless- 
ness; every common waste of capital or labor, which may be torturing the 
stringency of the times. 

There is no truth more firmly established in the conviction of the writer, 
than that the calling of the farmer affords abundant field for the exercise of 
the highest order of intellect, and should command the most earnest and ab- 
sorbing interest. The conviction is equally strong that no one cai) be a com- 
plete farmer, who is not an intelligent, enterprising, inventive, and above all, 
a thoroughly systematic man. System — system — system, is to tfie farmer 
as to every other business man, of the same importance which Demosthenes 
is said to have imputed to action in the orator. What celerity of movement, 
what promptness o{ execution, what certainty of result, what saving of waste 
and force there is, where every detail of business is thoroughly mastered 
by the directing mind — every operation wisely forecast; every operative drop- 
ping into his pre-arranged post of labor, and every movement directly to- 
wards its object, like the exact motion of nicely adjusted machinery ! Yet 
how many a strong, blind Sampson, powerful in means, force and energy. 



296 

only the more, certainly craslies himself ifroni' the very strength of his own 
ilUdirected efforts. ' ' ' 

As a means of inducing close observation and patient iuvestigation^ as the 
ready receptacle of a mass of information constantly accessable for guidance 
and instruction, as the only certain detector of loss or gain by each enterprise, 
or experiment, peniiit me to ui-ge upon every fanner the utihty of an exact 
ACCOUNT BOOK and a DAILY REGISTER. ,The prudent business 
man will not venture on the transactions of a single day without his account 
books, however flattering of profits the chances for operation may seom to be. 
The books are scarcely less indispensable to the farmer, than to the merchant or 
the, manufacturer. In the more obviou? office of accounts, that farmer gross- , 
ly mistakes his interest, who foregoes their advantage. A simple record of 
debts and credits, of articles loaned and liab)e to be forgotten, of lost days of 
hired helpi would stop many a, leak : draining his profits, correct many mis- 
takes, supply many values forgotten, jind. avoid misundeistandings, which 
too, often resuU in expensive, and vexfitious litigation. But the thorough , 
merchant or manufacturer will tell you that upon keeping strict account with 
his business, he depends for all certain knowledge whether he, is gaining or 
losipg; and by keeping strict account with each branch of his business, to, 
detect thg source from whence, comes the profit or loss. Can not precisely 
the same knowledge of his business; be acquired by the farmer in the same 
way ? Is it less important to thLorough farming than to successful merchan- 
dising or manufacturing, that the precise cost of each article sold should be 
known, and the gain or loss from its production accm'ately computed ? The 
farmer has capital invested in lands, buildings, machinery, power or force, 
tool.?, stock or material, etc., etc., precisely answering to the investments of 
the manufacturer. This capital should pay interest in the former investment 
as the latter-^all outlays for labor, material, wear, tear and reproduction of 
machinery and tools, and expense of subsisting force or power, mufet be re- 
turned from the productions of the year. Take a given article of produc- 
tion, charge to its account its production of interest, its share of labor, its ex- 
pense, in every particular, until sold — credit, proceeds of sale, the value of 
such proportion as is consumed on the farm, and the result of that venture 
is before you in the balance between the debt and credit side of your account. 
Such a system of accounts will convey certain infonnation as to the ventures 
in farming, which pay the best returns ; while calculations from data furnish- 
ed by memory are uncertain and deceptive. It is my belief that a knowl- 
edge and the practice of double-entry book keeping in systematic farming, 
would give a firmness and certainty to transactions in this department of 
enterprise and industry, which nothing else can supply. 
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But tiiere is anotker- book, of equal utility to tke farmer with any one 
belonging to Hs system of accounts. — The Farmer's Daily Re&ister. — 
Fanning is, to a great extent, a series of experiments, the faets about which 
it is as important should be pr-eseiTed as the itesns of debt and credit; and 
the results of which are as worthy, of calculation as the actual values of the 
fanner's products. These should never be left to the uncertainty of human 
memory ; but every fanner who aspires to progress, or who aims at certainty 
in the direction of his efforts, should forthwith set about a daily history of 
his lakors. It will soon grow into a manual valuable for reference as to the 
best .time for sowing different crops, the best modes of their cultivation, the 
branches of farming which pay the bast returns, in short, as to evovy thing in 
which a man should become wiser from his own experience. An incidental 
value might be given to this Regist6r,'of no less importance than the direct 
benefits cited. By compiling its records around the fireside, and ccHnparing 
its f^ets in the family circle, the interests of the whole family may be enlis- 
ted, the fanner's boy awajfened to intelligent interest in his calling, a,nd every 
mind in the household inured to habits of close observation and patient inves- 
tigation. ,A farmer w^ho works his boys, his girls, and, as many dp, even his 
wife, with little distinction from any other unthinking, bnite force upon the 
farm, need not be surprised that stolid hatred of his calling rests like a night- 
maj-e over his household. With physical powers developed in the school of 
slavish endurgmce, and minds untasked and neglected, what wonder the farm- 
er's boy deems the life of a city counter-jumper close upon the confines of 
heaven, and would rather ,be a bar-tender, a bar-room lounger, or anything 
rather than endure, his dull, rayless life of toil without intelligence. Farming 
has work for thought — it thrives by intelligent operations^t should have its 
pure, in^iring gratifications of taste. HE who first made the earth to bring 
forth every thing "good for food," decked it also with every thing "pleasant 
to the eye" — and that system of agriculture which banishes the beautiful from 
the door-yards and gardens, from the homesteads and their suiToundings of 
our agriculturalists, divorces what God joinsd at the creation. This is digres- 
sion fi:om the line marked out for this essay ; but I could not suppress a hint 
at a favorite thought, that when inteligence shall have established its claim 
to supremacy in the production of even the grosser alliments of physical want, 
a day will begm to dawn when beauty and taste shall devise the architecture 
of our ±arm, buildings and sketch the plans of their gi'ounds ; and cultivation 
of the ornamental, spread the facinations of refinement about the pursuits of 
the field. 

To come back suddenly frorn this wide digression, allow me to suggest to 
the farmers before me an opinion to which L am strongly inclined, that the 
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test of an accarate account of cost and return, applied to the different kinds 
of team foreo, would correct the almost exclusive preference for horses in con- 
ducting the operations of the farm. No other team power costs so mttoh for 
purchase and equipment — none requires so nmch to feed it, or keep its equip- 
ments in repair, or so much labor to take care of it, and no other team is 
np.-iriy as short lived as the horse. In the leakings which drain the profits 
of farming, has any prudent farmer ever calculated that his expensive team, 
with its costly harness and wagon has to be renewed as often as once in six 
years, on an average, under the use and treatment our present circumstances 
compel ? Has he reckoned the heavy black-smith's bill of each year — 'the 
three hundred and sixty-five. bushels of oats at the least, consumed — ^the 
wagCs and board of the hand must constantly accompany the span of horses 
whether employed or unemployed ? A close account of all the items of extra 
expense would not foot up very favorably for the active, showy, short-lived, 
voracious, expensive and inedible horse. The Tiistory of each mortgage rest- 
ing upon the farms of our county wOuld bo instntctive in many ways; but, 
in my opinion, a large plurality would be found to have been brought there and 
kept there through destruction of capital in horse teams and their equipage. In 
the general malediction? we hear aimed at our frail and expensive patent 
machines, as the fruitful source of debt, mortgage and disaster, the' spry, 
handsome and greedy teams of our farmers have been too partially treated. 
Like those machines they tempt, by dispatch of execution, to sowing broader 
fields and undertaking wider enterprises — the use of each power is alike ex- 
pensive and attended with constant liability to accident and injury, while 
thoir common frailty demands frequent renewal of the capital invested. I 
have seen the statement in some agricultural periodical of authority that 
ssveral agricultural Societies of the old Bay State refused, nearly ten years 
ago, to offer premiums on horses of any class; assigning for reason that 
"they are the most expensive of all machines, animate or inanimate, em- 
ployed in the business of the fai-m." 1 would not recommend the same 
course for our society. The breeding of horses for market is a good business. 
We can grow them at far less cost than eastern farmers, and we ought to 
produce as good, or better horses. If any farmers, moreover, can afford to 
keep fine horses for uses of convenience or luxury, the time is not far distant 
when Wisconsin farmers can as well afford to sport fast and fancy bloods as 
any. But the above statement, founded on the observation and experience 
of the Massachusetts farmers, of the coist of horses as team power in farming, 
isjiist beyond question. A mule team is kept at a far less cost, is exempt from 
most of the diseases which render horses so uncertain property; while a mule 
team will live and do good service about three times as long as a horse team. 
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The author of tho "Pkkwick Papers" has amusing rafereuca to the long<?vity 
of the mule in the dialogue relatsd between Samivol Well'>r and the coach- 
man; as follows: — 

Sandvel. — "Did you ever see a dead donkey ?" 

CoacAy.— "No!" 

S. — "Did you ever see a man a3 had seen a dead donkey ?" 

C— "No !" 

S. — "Did you ever see a man as had seen any other man as had seen a 
dead donkey ?" 

(7._"No!" 

So, for all the coachman knew, either on sight or evidence or hearsay a 
donkey is immortal. I adopt this qotation from the very sensible and pratical 
address of Hon. John S. Skinner, the father of tho American Agricultural Press 
to the farmer of Suffolk County, N. Y., in which the views hinted at above 
are enforced at great length. 

It is probable, however, that, under our circumstances, oxen afford the most 
profitable team power for the work of the farm. The prime cost of a good 
span of horses or mules will purchase three yoke of good working cat±le. — 
The cost for equipping them is trifling compared with the other teams. For 
most uses of the farmer they do not require shoeing. They are far less lia- 
ble to disease or injury than horses. No other team can be kept as cheaply, 
or worked and cared for with so little hired help. Their slow steady move- 
ments expose to far less liability of accident, and save considerable cost in 
breakage or wear of tools and fanning machinery. Then, after serving the 
farmer the full period. I have estimated for the average life of hoi-ses 
among us, oxen can be converted into beef and sold for a full return of 
the capital invested. This is tho crowning argument for ox teams. All oth- 
era wear out and the capital invested perishes with them. The ox team 
renews itself. "It makes a wide difference t,o the fanner," said the Hon. 
Ralph Granger to the farmers of the Western Reserve, Ohio, in the first Ag- 
ricultural Address of which I have any recollection, "whether he keeps a team 
he can eat up, or one that will eat him, up." 

If this rambling production has wrought no other conviction in your minds, 
it cannot have failed to convince that in the estimation of the writer there 
is no royal road to success in farming ; and that every element of character 
and regulation of habit, all the shrewdness and ingenuity in management, 
which is esteemed necessary to success in tho most arduous and intricate ot 
human pursuits, are demanded in the complete farmer. Heads and hearts 
and hands should work together in the labors of the field — self-culture and 



300 

self-control develop the man, and zeal for a thorough mastery of his business 
and the highest possible imjprovement in every branch of his 'pursuit inspire 
his efforts. These will enable our agriculturists to wrest success from the 
closest stringency of the times, and fully prepare them for that golden wave 
of prosperity which no distant future is to send in upon us. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN REFERENCE TO THE DEATH OF 

S. G. BARKER, ESQ., OF BELOIT. 

Whereas, by the mysterious dealings^ of Divine Providence, one of our 
number — ^Mr. S. G. Barker, of Beloit — has been removed by death from 
our midst, in the vigor of his manhood and usefulness. Therefore, 

Resolved, That while we submit in humility to this sad bereavement, we 
can but deploi'e the loss, of his society, and his able counsels in our associative 
capacity. The finished mechanic; the philanthropic citizen; the zealous 
Christian and unostentatious gentleman — all conspire to endear him to us, 
and long shall we cherish his memory. 

Resolved, That we offer to his bereaved family our sincere condolence and 
sjTiipathy, and invoke in their behalf the protection and support of that Be- 
ing, who has promised to be " a God to the widow and fatherless." 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the family of 
the deceased, and entered upon the journals of this Society. 

J, F. WILLARD, 
0. GUERNSEY, 

Committee. 
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PROCEEDINGS OE THE SOCIETY FOR 1854. 



Dec. 6th, 1853. 

The annual meeting was held at Apollo Hall in Janesville. 

The President, . Secretary and Treasurer were appointed a committee to 
report business for the tneeting. 

The committee on nominations through their chairman, Thomas Tuttle, 
Esq.,, of Clinton, reported the following hst, which was adopted: 
PROF. S..F. LATHROP, President. 

C. LoFTus Martin, ' 
J. A. Fletcher, 
Nath'l Howard, 



Charles Colbt, 
Mark Miller, 
Azel Kennby, 



Vice Presidents. 



Charles R. Gibbs, Recording Secretary. 
Z. P. BtjRDicK, Con-esponding Secretary. 
Samuel A. Martin, Treasurer. 

directors : 

H. Stebbins, Porter; A. W. Pope, Janesville; L. Bumham, LaPrairiij; 
L. Brace, Fulton; W. A. Webster, Center; T. W. Williams, Bradford; R. 
T. Fraser, Milton; J. Dunbar, Magnolia; B. E. Mack, Turtle; John Childs, 
Lima; J. Newman, Union; N. B. Gaston, Beloit; F. B. Cook, Johnstown; 
R. Tayjor, Spring Valley; P.McVane^Jfewark; Wm. Spaulding, Hai'mony; 

A. Hayner, Rock; Dixon, Avon; J. H. Budd, JanesviUe city ; H. Case, 

Clinton. 

additional members of fHE EXECUTIVE BOARD: 

H. T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit.; W. Lester, Rock; J. M. Riker, Janesville; 
J. R. Boyce, Porter. 

F. S. Eldred, was requested to read an Essay at the next meeting. Sub- 
ject — " Milch Cows and Dairies." 
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The committee to audit the Treasurer's account, reported the same all 
correct. 

Messrs. Lathrop, Willard and Miller were appointed a committee to draft 
a Charter for our Society, to be presented to our Legislature at its next 
session, asking corporative powers, and the membei-s from our county were 
respectfully requested to use their best endeavors to hisure the passage of 
such an act. 

Quarterly Meeting, March 6th, 1854. 

At this meeting; F. 8. Eldred, Esq., of Johnstown, read an Essay on 
" Milch Cows and Dairy Products,'' when on motion of J. R. Boyce, Esq., of 
Porter, the thanks of the Society were tendered, and a copy solicited for 
publication. 

On motion of Mr. Guernsey, John A. Fletcher, Esq., of Johnstown, was 
requested to read an Essay at our next quartedy meeting, on " Sheep Hus- 
bandry and Wool-growing." 

Quarterly Meeting, June 5th, 1854. 

Azel Kenney, Esq., of Lima, in the chair. No business transacted at this 
meeting, except to adopt the Premium List reported by the committee. 

Quarterly Meeting, Sept. 4th, 1854. 

C. Loftus Martin in the chair. J. A^ Fletcher, Esq,, of Johnstown, read 
an Essay before the Society on " Sheep Husbandry and Wool-growing," 
when on motion of Mr. Guernsey, the thanks of the Society were voted, and 
a copy solicited for publication. 

J. F. Willard was appointed general superintendent of the Fair Grounds 
for 1854. 

The subject designated for the next Essay was " Hogs and Pork-raising," 
and S. F. Chipman, Esq., of Plymouth, solicited to read it at the next 
meeting. 

C, R. Gibbs was appointed to obtain the necessary papers to secure to the 
Society the title to the Fair Grounds, 
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LIST OF PREMIUMS 

Awarded by the Committee of Jvdges of the Rock County Agricultural 
Society and Mechanics' Institute, at their Annual Cattle Show and 
Fair, held at the Society's Grounds, in Janesville, Sept. 13<A and 
\ith, 1854. 

DIVISION NO. 1— HORSES. 

Sub-Division No. 1 — Thorough Bred Horsks. 

Committee. — C. Loftus Martin, Chairman ; J. P. Dickson, A. Bemis. 

Messrs. Thompson A Eycelahimer, Janesville; boat stallion — Black Hawk, 

Morgan Tigor. 1st premium, $10. 
Second premium to D. Blodgett, Beloit, for his stallion, Turk Lion. $7, 
First premium for best mare, to N. B. Royce, Harmony. i5. 
Second premium to G. Ruble, Beloit, $2. 

The committee desire to say that Mr. Royce presented a stallion with a 
perfectly satisfactory pedigree ; a horse of fine finish and style, and for racing 
and sporting purposes, every way to bo commended ; but for farmers to breed 
from, the committee think him too light, and for that reason withhold a 
premium. 

Sub-Division No. 2^Matchkd Horses and Horses of all Work, 

Committee. — Andrew Barlass, Chairman ; J. A. Blount. 

John Pratt, Janesville; best matched geldings. 1st premium, $5, 
H, B. Johnson, Johnstown. 2d premium, $8. 

D. Blodgett, Beloit; best stallion. 1st premium, $10. 
0. Pickering, Janesville. 2d premium, $7. 

S. Blodgett, Beloit; best three years old stallion. 1st premium, $5. 

Levi Spears, Bradford. 2d premium, $2. 

T. W. Wiiliams, Bradford; best two years old stallion. 1st premium, $3. 

R. Barlass. 2d premium, $2. 

J. Rose; best yearling stallion. 1st premium, $2, 

Levi Carver. 2d premium, ^1. 

R. Blood; best mare. 1st premium, $5. 

E. Hildreth. 2d premium, $3. 

Thomas Barlass ; sucking colt, 1st premium, $2. 
Robert Brown. 2d premium, $1. 
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DIVISION NO. 4— SHEEP. 

Commkt^. — J. F. Willard, Chairman; B. E. Mack, Jarvis Bemis. 

H. H. Simonds, Janesville*one French buck. 1st premium, $6. 

A. Stevens ; one French buck. 2d premium, $4. 

John A. Fletcher; one Spanish buck. 1st premium, $6. 

T. P. Davies, Harmony; one Spanish buck. 2d premium, $4. 

H. H. Simonds; three French ewes. 1st premium, $3. 

D. Noggle; three French ewes. 2d premium, $2. 

J. A. Fletcher; three Spanish ewes, lut premium, $3. 

Daniel Bennett; three Spanish ewes. 2d prepiium, $2. 

C. Loftus Martin ; three French buck lambs. 1st premium, $3. 

C. K. Bennett; three French buck lambs. 2d pcrmium, $2. 

D. Noggle; throe French ewe lambs. 1st premium, $3. 
C. K. Bennett; three French ewe lambs. 2d premium, $2. 
J. A Fletcher; three Spanish buck lambs. 1st premium, $3. 
T. P. Davioa ; three Spanish buck lambs. 2d premium, $2. 
J. A. Fletcher; three Spanish ewe lambs. Ist premium, $3. 
T. P. Davies ; three Spanish ewe lambs. 2d premium, $2. 
R. Wixom ; one South Down buck. 2d premium, $2. 

One Leicestershire buck. 2d premium, $2. 

Thomas P. Davies; one fat sheep. Ist premium, $3. 

F. B. Cook; one fat sheep. 2d premium, $2. 

DIVISION NO. 5— SWINE. 

Committee. — A. Haskins, Chairman; W. Lester, P. W. Dickey. 

John P. Dickson; one SuflFolk boar. 1st premium — took the same last year. 

Diploma. 
R. Wixom; one Berkshire boar. 1st premiuin, $2. 
J. P. Dickson; one boar pig. 1st premium, $1. 
W. Spaulding ; one boar pig. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
Best sow and pigs — cross. 1st premium, $3. 
Second best sow and pigs. 2d premium, $2. 
J. G. Heacock; one native sow and pigs. 1st premium, $3, 

DIVISION NO. 6— POULTRY. 

Committee. — Z. P. Burdick, Chairman ; M. Miller, J. P. Dickson. 

C. G. Gillett, Janesville ; best and greatest variety of fowls. 1st premium, $5, 
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C. R. Gibbs, Jancsviile; second best variety of fowls. 2d premium, $3 00. 
C. G. Gillett; one pair Hamburgb. 1st premium, $1. 
C. R. Gibbs. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
C. G. Gillett; one pair Cbittagongs — no competition, $1. 
R. Downs; one pair Polands. 1st premium, $1. 
C. R. Gibbs. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
R. A. Hawley; one pair Cochin Chinas. Ist premium, $i. 
C. G. Gillett. 2d premium, 60 cents. 
W. H. Clark; one pair Bramas. 1st premium, $1. 
G. W. Bicknell. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

J. F. Willard; one pair white Shanghais — ^no competition. 1st premiuip, $1. 
The committee on Farms and Gardens have made no report, 

DIVISION NO. 8— FARM, KITCHEN AND GARDEN PRODUCTS. 

Committee. — Sanford Williams, Chairman ; Joseph Spaulding, James Ogden. 

J. Humphrey, Fulton; best sample winter wheat. Diploma. 

James Bradshaw, Spring Valley; seven acres second best sample wintc^r 
wheat. Diploma. 

J. F. Antisdell, Rock ; yellow dent cora — best five acres of corn. Ist pre- 
mium, diploma. 
One acre potatoes. 2d premium, $2. 

N. Crosby, Janesvile; yellow dent corn — second best five acres corn. 1st 
premium, $5, and diploma. 

L. W. Scoonover ; best sample white seed com. 50 cents. 

W. Spiulding, best sample sweet com. 60 cents. 

F. S. Eldred, Johnstown ; one acre potatoes. 1st premium, (Jacksonard,) $3_ 

G. H. Williston, JanesviUe ; best eight rowed flint com — no competition, 50c. 
A. K. Barret, Magnolia; best four bushels yellow dent com. Diploma. 

J. Childs, Lima; yellow dent com. 2d premium, 25 cents. 

W. S. FoUansbee, JanesviUe ; best yellow dent com. 1st premium, 50 cts. 

Messrs. Tice & Warn, of JanesviUe, exhibited several varieties of Irish 
and sweet potatoes, com, pumpkins, squashes, melons, cabbage, beets, pep- 
pers and parsnips. No premium offered except for com. The display was 
excellent and creditable. The committee regret that the list of premiums is 
BO deficient. First premium for greatest variety of seed com, 50 cents. 

Messrs. Kellogg, Williston, Prichard, Hughes and FoUansbee, of Janes- 
viUe, all showed some fine samples of garden products, upon which no pre- 
mium was ofiered, but was richly deserved. 

Messrs. Willard of Rock; Cook, of Johnstown ; Schmitz, of Harmony ; 
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Mack, of Turtle; Smith, of Johnstown; all contributed handsomely in thiis 
department to make up the exhibition, but owing to the condition of the 
premium list, can only be awarded this passing notice. 

DIVISION NO. 9— FRUITS. 
Commiitee. — H. T. Woodwar% Jr., Chairman ; C. Colby, D. F. Sayer. 

A. Kinney, Lima; largest and best variety of apples. 1st premium, $3. 

B. E. Mack, Turtle. 2d premium, $2. 

H. J. Starin, of Whitewater, exhibited some fair varieties, but being a non- 
resident the committee could not award a premium. 
Ed. Bicknell, Beloit;best show of goosebemes. 1st premium, $2. 
G. H. Williston, Janesville; 2d premium, $1. 
Ed. Bicknell, Beloit; best show of grapes. 1st premium, $2. 
J. Childs, Lima; 2d premium, $1. 

do do best show of peaches. 1st premium, $2. 

J. F. Willard, Bock; best show of plums. 1st premium, ^2. 
G. J. Kellogg, Janesville ; 2d premium, $1. 

DIVISION NO. 10. 

Sdb-Di VISION No. 1. 

Committee. — 0. Densmore, Bradford, Chairman ; J. Crosby, J. R. Boyce. 

S. G. Williams, Janesville; self-raking reaper — ^no comp. 1st premium, $5. 

U. Story, Janesville; seed drill and sowing machine. 1st premium, $3. 

G. J. Kellogg; farm gate — no competition. Diploma. 

A. W.Parker; crossing plows — ^no competition. 1st premium, $2. 

S. M. Havens; fanning mill. 1st premium, $3. 

P. W. Dickey; 2d premium, $1. 

J. H. Budd; best show of mechanical products. Ist premium, $5. 

The chairman of committee No. 10 presented a somewhat lengthy and 
very sensible report, which the board of managers would like to see published 
if there Was room. The same may be said of the report of the committee 
on fruit and sheep, but to publish all would be inconvenient. 

SuB-DrviaioN No. 2. 
Committee. — A. Kinney, Lima, Chairman; W. Lester, F. S. Eldred. 
Pixley & Kimball, Janesville; best show of stoves* 1st premium, |3. 




Palmer & Williams' Patent Self-Baking Reaper and Mcwer, for eale bj S. G. Williams, Janesville. 
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H. S. Shelton, Janesville; second best show of stoves. 2d premium, $2, 

A. V. Tilman, Beloit; specimen horse shoeing. 1st premium, $1. 

J. H. Chase, Janesviile; 2d premium, 50 cents. 

H. O. Wilson, Janesviile; best bu^y. 1st premium, $2. 

J. M. Riker, Janesviile; double carriage harness — ^no competition, Ist pre- 
mium, $5. 

J. M. Riker, Janesviile; double draught harness — no competition. 1st pre- 
mium, $2. 

Andrew Palmer, Janesviile; double carriage. 1st premium, $3. 

J. H. Budd; sample iron castings. Premium, $2. 

J. B. Dimock ; show of boots and shoes. Diploma. 

J. S.Wright; samples of leather. Premium, 50 cents. 

Miss Martha Spaulding, Harmony ; side-saddle — very nice. Diploma. 

DIVISION NO. ll—FLOUR, CONFECTIONERY AND BAKER'S 

WORK. 

Committee. — ^B. F. Pixley, Chairman ; J. Cory, R. Dearborn. 

Peter Caldwell; exhibition of candies — ^no competition. 1st premium, 50c. 

DIVISION NO. 12— DAIRY PRODUCTS. 

iJommittee. — H. Griffith, Chairman ; E. A. Rowland, L. S. Blackman. 

R. Dole, Turtle; one box honey. 1st premium, $1. 

Geo. Wilbur; 2d premium, 50 cents. 

F. S. Eldred, Johnstown; 100 lbs. cheese. 1st premium, $2. 

Joel Campbell; 2d premium, $1. 

W. Lester, Rock; one tub butter. 1st premium, $5. 

V. Beck, PljTnouth ; one jar butter. 2d premium, $3. 

R. A. Holley ; ten lbs. butter. 3d premium, $2. 

DIVISION NO. 13— PRINTING, PAINTING, DAGUERREOTYPES, 
BOOK BINDING, ETC. 

Committee. — ^M; Miller, J. Sutherland, S. T. Merrill 

J. E. Powers, Janesviile; daguerreotypes. 1st premium, Si. 
Tuttle & Son, " " 2d " 50 cents. 

C. G. Foster, Beloit; pamphlet and plain job printing; very fine. 1st pre- 
mium, $2. 

D. C. Brown, Janesviile; specimen printing. Ist premium, $2. 
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DIVISION NO. 14— DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 
Committee. — H. S. Shelton, Chairman ; J. J. Van Kirk. 

F. Whittaker, Janesville; fulled cloth — no competition. 1st premium, $1. 

Mrs. S. J. Monroe, Fulton ; no competition ; coVerlet, tablecloth, linen hosfl, 
woolen hose, linen pillow cases, linen shirts. Committee recommiend pre- 
mium on all for superior quality and beauty. IJiploma awarded, and $3. 

DIVISION NO. 15 MADE NO REPORT. 

DIVISION NO. 16— MISCELLANEOUS AND NON-ENUMERATED 

ARTICLES. 

Committee. — Z. P. Burdick, Chairman ; A. Hayner, S. A. Martifi. 

D. ToU & Co., Janesville ; lot fine brooms ; great variety and good work. — 
Diploma. 

E. L. Buckingham, Janesville ; birds and cage, aBd case stuffed birds — very 
nice. Diploma. 

Mrs. E. G. Rice ; leather work frame-— extra. Diploma. 

J. H. Budd ; specimen furnace patterns, wood-lathe — superior articles ; his 

steam engine of his own manufacture, in operation at bis funiace, is hard 

to beat east or west. Diploma. 
Miss Ellen A. King ; leather work picture frame, and lamp stand— ^xtra. — 

Diploma. 
W. F. Armstrong, Union; lightning-rod — extra. Diploma. 
Mrs. W. Addy, Janesville ; ornamental case — extra. Diploma. 
Mrs. W. A. Lawrence ; embroidered handke*chief ; very nice — extra. Dip. 
W. S. Follansbee ; tidy, and watch safe cushion — good, Diploma. 
Miss Stella A. Howard, 6 years old; one tidy — extra. 50 cts. and diploma. 
J. H. Manny, Rockford, 111.; reaper and mower combined, No. 1. Diploma. 
W. H. Woodford, Whitewater ; com planter — first best. Diploma. 
Randall & Jones, Rockton, 111. ; com planter — worthy of notice. Diploma, 
H. Slasen, Hannony ; whip lashes — ^very nice. Diploma. 
John A. Taplin, N. y. ; threshing machine ; simple, but good for small farms. 

Diploma. 
Miss J. Stevens, Janesville ; leather work — extra. 50, cents and diploma. 

DIVISION NO. 17— LADIES' DEPARTMENT. 
Committee. — E. H. Strong, Chairman; Mrs. J. A. Fletcher, Mrs. W. Hughes. 
Miss Norton, Janesville ; painting — good. Diploma. 
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E. B. Drake; flowers. Diploina. 

Miss C. A. Tallman ; oil paintings. 1st premium, $2. 

W. Stevens ; fi9wer8 papier niache. Diploma. 

Penciling. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
Miss R. J. Bikei;, Janesville ; painting and penciling. Diploma. 

Patchwork. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
Mrs. E. G. Rice, Johnstown ; monochromatic pencilings. 2d premium, 50c. 
G. J. Kellogg; flowers. Diploma. 
Mrs. E. J. Farwell; crayon penciling. 1st premium, $1. 
Mrs. G. S. Ruble ; patchwork. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
Mrs. J. Davis, Milton; water colored painting; good' — no competition. Dip. 
Miss Lucy Smith, Lima; quilt. 1st premium, $1. 

One ottoman cover. 2d premium, 25 cents. 

Lamp mat. Diploma. 
Mrs. B. Lawrence, Janesville; bed-spread. Diploma. 
Miss Helen Clow; monochromatic painting. Ist premium, $1. 
W. S. Follansbee ; shell monument and box. Diploma. 
Mrs. S. H. Martin, Janesville ; lamp mat. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Mrs. E. G. Rice, Johnstown; one crayoUthic painting. Diploma. 
Miss R. Stevens ; wax flowers ; no competition — ^xtra. Diploma. 

NO. 18 AND 19 MADE NO REPORT. 

DIVISION NO. 20— OX TEAMS. 

Commttee. — Wm. Brace, Chairman; S, F. Chipman, E. Spears. 

L. D. Thompson ; one yoke oxen. 1st premium, $5. 
J. P. Dick§on; one yoke oxen. 2d premium, $3. 

Committee speak highly <?f several yokes of oxen, and recomniended, a 
premium fpr, four years old steers, as four years old. 

DIVISION NO. 21— SWEEPSTAKES. 

Committee.-^W, P. Burroughs, Chairman; D. C. Patten, W. Huyke. 

L. D. Thompson and others took the sweepstake for the best stallion. Black 

Hawk. $10. 
Committee on Cattle. — John Alexander, Chajrman; S. Blodgett, W. Gil- 

Braith. 
John Clark, Johnstown; best bull of any breed. $8. 
G. W. Bicknell, Beloit; best cow of any breed. $5. 
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consider whether he wants quantity or quality. In general^ near large townsi 
where the demand for milk is great, the object ;of the dairyman naturally is 
to keep cows which will give a large quantity, without so much regard what 
sort.it is. For those who go for this, and yet have some honest scruples left 
about resorting to the pump, the old-fashioned, large-ftamed,.bjg^honed Holdr 
erness would be best. But the manufacturei' of butter and cheese wants 
quality and quantity both. 

As far as my own experience goes, I have found our native, cows, as milk- 
ers, fully equal to the improved breeds ; though some of the best milkeis I 
have ever known, were a cross of the full bloo4 short horn Durham with our 
best native cows. I think that our full bloods, especially the Durham, can 
be greatly improved as milkers by proper management, and in a few years 
they might be made to stand without a, rival as cows for the paiL 

Among pur native cows are many superior milkers, and many individual 
cases have been found which were equal in yield of milk and butter, to any 
registered in the h^rd books. For instance, the Cream-pot breed, built up 
by Col. Jacques, of Charlestown, Mass., whogi^ calves were be-spoken at $100 
each. The celebrated Oaks cow, ofiDanvers, th^ gave,' on evidence satisfac- 
tory to the Massachusetts Agricultural Society, 484 lbs. of butter from the 
5th of April to the 25th of September. And the wonderful prize cow, Kaat- 
skill, property of Mr. Danielson, of Blithwood, . N. Y., which received the 
prize of the New York State Agricultural Society, at Poughkeepsie, in 1864, 
on satisfactory evidence that she yielded, when kept on grass only, 38^ qts. 
of milk per day; and that from the, milk given by her in two days, 6 J lbs, of 
butter were made— 'being at -the rate of 22f lbs. per week. When such 
cases turn up, almost by chance, why may not a breed of superior milkers be 
established, and confidently relied upon, as it is known that Ulce produces 
like? 

The way of turning milk to the best account must depend, in a great meas- 
ure, upon the situation of its producer, as regards market convenience, and 
inconveniences at home, &c. If an individual is so situated that he can sell 
his milk for two cents a quart, as taken from the cow, he will find it more 
profitable than to manufacture it into butter or cheese, at the present priqeg, 
or as prices have ranged for the last ten years. 

Of the particular mode of manufacture of either butter or cheese, I do not 
intend to speak. It would take too much of your time, giving you little or 
no profit. Rules for the dairy should be very minute — and then we need 
the school of experience, to become prpficient in this branch as well as any 
other branches of agriculture. However, I do not wish to bo understood that 
it is peculiarly dijSBcult. It is not. With a little patience, a ro^onable 
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amount of judgment, and a good sprinkling of perseverance, you need not 
fear. I think that our agricultural communities have not given this branch 
of business the attention it demands. As a state, we do not make our own 
butter and cheese, ' (or cheese, at least) ; and, as to the quality, that is not 
what it should be, most will admit. It would be, well for us to look, talk 
and think more upon this matter. The importance of making good butter, 
that will keep for a long length of time, has been, I believe, entirely over- 
looked by us, as a Society ; and I would inquire, whether it would not be 
well to offier a large premium for the best May or June butler? 

Brother farmers, I leave this subject — ^having merely touched on its im- 
portance, and given a few general hints for your consideration, hoping th.-it 
it may fall into more competent hands, and be thoroughly discussed, so that 
it may prove a lasting benefit to our Society ; a»d through this means our 
land be made to flow not only with milk and honey, but with butter and 
cheese of the richest quality. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1855. 



The annual meeting was held at the office of A. C. Bates, Esq., in Janes- 
ville, Dec. 5th, 1854, Col. Z. P. Burdick in the ohair. 

The following is a list of officers, chosen at this meeting, for the current 
year; 

Z. P. BURDICK, Presidknt, 

D. Bennett, Turtle, 

J. P. Whkblee, La Prairie, 

J. R. BoTCE, Porter, 

J. P. Dickson, Janesville City, 

J. C. Johnston, Janesville, 

John A. Fletchbr, Johnstown, ^ 

C. R. GiBBS, Recording Secretary. 

O. Guernsey, Corresponding Secretary, 

J. F. WiLLARD, Treasurer. 



Vice Presidents. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS : 

Dr. Armstrong, Union ; John Alexander, Milton ; W. W. Blackman, Por- 
ter; N. W. Hodge, Rock; J. Kirkpatrick, Spring Valley; John Childs, Lima; 
Isaac Miles, Fulton ; W. H. Read, La Prairie ; S. F. Chipman, Plymouth ; 
F. B. Cook, Johnstown; T. W. Williams, Bradford; John Dawson, Porter; 
Eriistus Green, Harmony; Richard Dole, Turtle; A. G. Murray, Clinton; 
Charles Colby, City of Janesville; C. Loftus Martin, Turtle; Jere. Blount, 
Janesville; H. T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit; Jonathan Corey, Center; John 
Howe, Magnolia; Joseph Kenny, Jr., Avon; T. P. Davies, Harmony ; L. D. 
Thompson, Center. 

Willard, Guernsey and Wheeler were appointed a committee to select a 
subject for the next Essay, who reported the following : " Neat Cattle, with 
comparative view of cost of raising, and difference of profits between native 
and improved stock;" — and C. Loftus Martin was requested to read an Es- 
say at the next meeting on that subject. 

At this meeting, Messrs. Willard, Guernsey, Gibbs, Dickson, Miller and 
Burdick, were appointed a committee to determine upon the policy of pub- 
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lishing a Volume of Transactions, and to take such incipient steps as they 
may deem prudent toward said publication. 

Quarterly Meeting, March 5th, 1855. 

On motion, Messrs._ Willard, Gibbs and Dickson were appointed a com- 
mittee to prepare and report preamble and resolutions expressive of the 
sense of the Society in view of the death of our former President, S. P. 
Lathrop. 

At this meeting, the committee on purchasing new and larger Fair Grounds 
having reported, were directed to purchase ten acres of Ira Miltimore, Esq., 
according to his terms, and to sell the present grounds as soon as they think 
best. 

N. W. Hodge, of Rock, was requested to read an Essay at the next meet- 
ing of the Society. Subject — '.* Poultry." 

Mr. Willard, from committee, reported the following, in reference to the 
death of Prof. Lathrop : 

Whereas, God, in his inscrutible providence, has removed from us in the 
prime of his manhood and in the midst of his usefiilness, our late President, 
Professor S. P. Lathrop, therefore, 

ResolvecL, That while we acknowledge in this afflictive occurrence the 
right of Him who gave to take away, and bow in deep humility to the will 
of our Heavenly Father, yet we most deeply deplore the loss of one whose 
honesty of purpose, gentlemanly deportment, and untiring zeal in the ad- 
vancement of the objects of this Society, has so won upon our affections and 
entwined himself around our hearts. 

Resolved, That we shall ever hold in pleasing and grateful remembrance 
our intercourse with him, and that his name and his memory are deeply 
enshrined in our hearts ; and to be deprived of his presence and counsel in 
our deliberative meetings will not soon cease to be a source of mourDfal 
regret. 

Resolved, That we offer to the stricken and bereaved family and friends of 
our lamented President our heartfelt condolence and sympathies, and invoke 
in their behalf the protection and support of that Being who holds the lives 
and destinies of us all in his hands, and that he will " temper the winds to 
the shorn lambs." 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the family of 
the deceased, and entered upon the journals of the Society. 
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branok of industry by acts of legislation. To establish agricultural schoolsi 
to educate tbe youth in the science of agriculture, with a fai'm for experi- 
menting, where both the theory and practice may be taught together. 

The late distinguished Judge Buel, better known as farmer Buell, in Al- 
bany, New York, where he resided, in an address by him prepared a short 
time previous to his death, says-^" When we consider that agiiculture is the 
great business of. the nation — of mankind — that its successful prosecution 
depends upon a knowledge in the cultivation of the soil, of the principles of 
natural science, and that our agriculture stands in special need of this aux. 
iliaiy aid, we cannot withhold our surprise and regret, that we have not long 
sinc^ established professional schools, in which our youth may be taught 
simultaneously; the principles and practice of their future business of life, 
and on which, more than any other branch of business, the fortunes of our 
country, hioral, political and national eventually depend. 

" We have professional schools in almost every business of life, except the 
cultivation of the soil, one of the most important and essential of them all, 
and one embracing a larger scope of useful study in natural science, and in 
usefulness to the temporal wants of the human family, than any other; 

" Our agriculturists are our privileged class, (if we have such.) They are 
our sovereigns, because from their superior numbers^ they must ever control 
our political destinies for good or evil ; and the more intelligent and inde- 
pendent we can render them, tbe more safe we make our country from the 
convulsions of internal feuds, and the danger of foreign war." 

The progress of our calling, requires that experindents should be made in 
stock, soil, crops and fruits, which shall enlarge the sphere of practical knowl- 
edge in those departments. These experiments are often such as require 
the most exact apphcation of scientific principles, in order to secure a reliable 
result; but when this result is once obtained, it can be applied by the ordi- 
nary farmer. These experiments involve time and expense, which the private 
fanner is not able to bestow. An experimental farm, conducted under the 
supervision and direction of the first scientific ability, would be of incalcula- 
ble worth to the husbandman. When these results are reached through sufeh 
means, they will be entitled to that confidence and respect, emanating as 
they would from such a source, as would generally determine the practice of 
the farmer, and induce a practical improvement in the system of farming. — 
As it now is, many of the experiments which are made, are not made with 
suflncient accuracy to merit general confidence, and those which are well 
made are seldom accompanied with such authority as to command public 
respect. Science alone can elevate labor to the dignity which it merits, and 
give to the husbandman that success which the greatest welfare of societv 
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demands. But we must tate Itings as they are, and endeavor to improve 
our system of farming, our stock growing, and all the kindred branches as 
best we may, with the facilities we have. 

Five years ago this society was brought into existence, through the exer- 
tions of men who had the interest of the State and especially of Rock 
county at heart. It was an experiment. Some thought it impracticable in 
this new country. Having seen the rise and fall of such societies in the 
older states, where government gave no support, they could see no clear fore- 
bodings of success in this new country in the far West. If the state of New 
York has to give each county annui'ly $180 for premium money, how can 
we expect to succeed without help ? Nothing doubting, those men moved 
on with a determined spirit. They were men of Faith and Works, and 
most nobly have they showed their faith by their works. Farmers and Me- 
chanics of Rock county, it is your Society. It was projected by yourselves, 
and its permanency and utility depends upon your conduct in the future. — 
With a zeal becoming enlightened and energetic men, you have sustained 
and supported it thus far, and I doubt not, impressed as you are with its 
importance, and benefits inuring to yourselves and the community, from its 
existence, you will continue to lend it a helping hand. 

The day has gone by when it shall be necessary to convince our people of 
the advantages of associations. Self-evident facts are more potent and con- 
vincing than lucid arguments. It would indeed be a loss of words, in 
attempting to prove that there has been an improvement in farming and 
stock growing in this State, and in this county, within the last two years, 
and since the organization of our agricultural societies. That we have bet- 
ter horses, oxen, cows, sheep, pigs and poultry ; better plows, threshers, reap- 
ers, mowers, and all other fanning tools, will not be denied. The dairy pro- 
ducts have not only increased in quantity, but they have materially improved 
in quality. 

By means of our associations, every improvement is known throughout 
every nook and corner, for there is no better method for the manufacturer to 
advertise, than to exhibit the article upon the fair grounds. Here the farmer 
expects to find every improved article in his line of business, from the thresh- 
ing machine to the pruning hook. The ladies, too, greet every improvement 
for their convenience with pleasant smiles, and by them every article of 
mechanism for their use is viewed with particular attention, and its merits 
critically investigated. The manufacturer well knows that an approval of 
the ladies of any article for their comfort and benefit, will do more for the 
sale of it, than a puff from all the newspapers published. 

I think I may, in this connection, be allowed particularly to refer (without 
21 
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intending by any means to be invidious,) to tbe mechanical implements, and 
implements of husbandry, exhibited upon this fair ground, from the manu- 
factories of Messrs. Budd, of Jauesville, and Love, of Beloit, and his success- 
ors. Their specimens would do Credit to any community anywhere, and 
their industry, and energy, and public spirit, deserves not only the com- 
mendation, but the gi-atitude, and what is far better and more beneficial to 
them, the substantial support of an intelligent, fast, go-ahead people. 

Who can look upon the rich display of farm and garden pi'oducts — the 
exhibition of horses, cattle, sheep, swine and poultry — the magnificent show 
of farm implements, and other articles from the hands of our own mechanics 
— the.'bi'illiant specimens of painting and needle work, with the numerous 
other articles pertaining to the ladies' department, without justly, yes relig- 
iously, feeling proud of Rook county. Young as she is, the elements of 
taste and refinement are here. Though deprived of some of the advantages 
of older countries, she possesies others which make the balance sheet on our 
side. 

Our people are from nearly all of the old states, and not a few of them 
good citizens, good farmers and mechanics, from England, Scotland, Ire- 
land, Norway, the German States, and other countries of the Old World, 
with their pecuhar knowledge of farming and mechanic arts ; and here under 
our own vine and fig tree, where none can molest or make us afraid, we meet 
as brethren upon one common level. Though we do not hear them all speak 
in their own native tongue, all are well understood. We meet together to 
exhibit the products of our industiy and skill — to celebrate our annual festi- 
val — to make each other's acquaintance, and to benefit from each other's ex- 
perience. 

No county in the State or Northwest, or anywhere else, presents greater 
attractions to emigrants of affluence or in moderate circumstances, than our 
own. Land is held at reasonable prices ; it is rich and fertile. Her resour- 
ces are only in part developed, and yet her trade is immense. It is said that 
in the three months ending Feb. 1st, 1855, the city of Janesville alone, paid 
to the farmers for their produce, eighty thousand dollars per week on an av- 
erage. Add to this what was paid at Beloit, Afton, Footville, Milton and 
Fulton, perhaps as much more, and we have the snug sum of one hundred 
and sixty thousand dollars per week, paid to the inhabitants of Rock county 
and vicinity, for the products of the soil. 

Two years ago, upon this ground, we were told by our much esteemed 
late President, Hon. J. F. Willard, that a good time was coming, and that 
wo mubt prepare om'sclves for it. To me, and I have no doubt to all of you, 
it is a matter of serious congratulation — a matter of gratitude hi the Great 
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Giver of every good and perfect gift, and from whom all blessings flow, that 
we can look that gentleman in the face ^-day, and from the same spot 
where he then stood, can announce to om- people, that that good time has 
already come. We are enjoying it to-day, whether prepared or unprepared. 
But I trust that we all feel grateful, as in duty bound, to that Divine Provi- 
dence, who has lavished his blessings so abundantly upon this favored por- 
tion of our country. 

That we have the climate, the soil, the location, the market facilities, and 
almost every conceivable advantage, to become a rich agricultural country, 
does not admit of a single doubt. The city of Janesville, with her seven 
thousand inhabitants, in our center ; the beautiful village of Beloit not far 
behind in size and importance, and other considerable towns within our bor- 
dere, teU full well what Rock county now is, and what she is to be in fu- 
ture. 

We said the farmers are enjoying the good time. All the industiial class- 
es are enjoying the same good. The fulfillment of that modest prediction is 
being realized most gloriously. Fortune and plenty is vouchsafed to them 
all — stacks of grain crowning the ample fields of every farmer — granaries 
filled to ovei-flowing — money plenty — old mortgages, drawing from 12 to 50 
per cent, interest, canceled and discharged of record — surplus funds deposited 
with gentlemanly bankers of our own county, in banks that never dream of 
failure — some small change in the wallet — old stor« debts paid up and re- 
ceipted, and the cash system triuraphant. 

Our merchants are polite and always on hand to wait on customers, in 
these days of prosperity, and certainly they seem to enjoy the good things 
equally well. 

The lawyers — what shall I say of them ? They are always ready for good 
times. They have increased their fee bill about fifty per cent, already. — 
Since people are good natured and litigation less fashionable, they do less 
and charge the more for their professional services. We say success to them, 
and promise them all the business we cannot avoid, and all the aid we can 
give them with a clear conscience. 

Our physicians, too, are up with the times, and enjc>y life in these days 
of health and prosperity. They know well how to meet every case where 
professional skill can le of any avail, and will attend to every call; people 
are able to pay and they willing to prescribe. Their patients have time to 
indulge a little in .sickness, though not very ill, for the benefit of our good 
physicians, and to keep them in gdod spirits. But though they do come by 
times, like ministering angels for the purpose of doing good, we would rath^ 
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er dispense with their professional visits, (if thoy will not take it unkindly,) 
except when stem necessity leaves us no option on the subject. 

The clergy have no trouble in these good times, in collecting their salaries, 
and perhaps larger ones too, than when hedgerow blighted, and sold for two 
shillings per bushel, after drawing it sixty miles to market. Then the farmer 
felt humble without much exhortation from his pastor, or but little exertion 
on his own part. They could then servo God and not mammon — for mam- 
mon and filthy lucre were too much strangers in those days to bo even dei- 
fied or worshipped. May our clergy continue to watch over their flocks and 
teach correct principles of virtue and piety, with a zeal becoming their high 
calling. And may they receive bountifully of the good fruits of the earth 
and a constant approval of Him whoso gospel they preach. 

Among the best and firmest friends of the farmer and mehancic, however, 
are our editors and newspaper publishers. They always speak well of the 
farmer and mechanic, and give us a gi'eat many puffs gratuitously. But 
aside from this fact, and not to speak of the influence of the past particu- 
larly, I hold it to be a duty which is incumbent, in these good times, upon every 
farmer and mechanic to support the papers of the county in which he is 
located. If properly conducted, they aie the conservators of our interests, 
and the best friends to our piogress, and the progress of our children, in the 
acquisition of useful knowledge. They bring home to our door weekly in- 
formation of what is going on in the great world around us, and keep ua 
posted in the market prices of the products of our farms, and the improve- 
ments which are constantly being made in mechanical science. 

But of those papers which are devoted exclusively to the advancement of 
agricultural science, I would simply say that those of the farming community 
who do not patronise them, are sadly derelict in their duty, and are their 
own worst enemy. In this connection I take it upon myself to call attention 
particularly to Mark Miller's Wisconsin Farmer. For the paltry sum 
of fifty cents, a lai-ge amount of useful knowledge can be gleaned from this 
work — an amount far outweighing the price to be paid for it, and besides, 
every farmer who takes it, and others of a similar character, will have the 
consciousness of maintaining and supporting those whose mental and physi- 
cal labors are devoted to the elevation of the pursuit in which he himself is 
engaged. 

I would say then, support your county papers. The editors of this county 
are, if they will not accuse me of flattery, " clever fellows," and competent 
for the positions they occupy ; though they do sometimes, in their zeal for 
party, indulge in personal remarks towards each other, which might better 
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be left unsaid, yet I can most cheerfully commend them to your confidence 
and support. 

In conclusion, Farmers and Mechanics of Rock county, I cannot but con- 
gratulate you upon the enviable position you enjoy — upon the fraternity 
which characterizes your intercourse with each other — in your fiiendly feeling 
to every other calling— on the independence of your position, which enables 
you to feel as well as any body else, but no better, and upon the laws o^ 
amity which mark your intercourse and business relations with the rest of 
the world. 

We have reason to feel proud of the exhibitions which have graeed this 
county fair. It has exhibited what an influence this association has upon 
the community at large. It has inspired the smiles and assistance of our 
wives and sistei-s and daughters, who have encoumged us by their presence, 
and taken part in its exercises. It has brought to see the products of our 
soil, men of all classes and of every calling, and has convinced us of this 
fact, that every body is friendly to the farmer and mechanic, not even saving 
and excepting the politician and candidate for office, who generally, and 
about this season of the year in particular, seem to enjoy with a peculiar 
pleasure, a heaity shake of the hand of the hard-fisted farmer and mechanic. 

But while we thus congratulate oui-selves that the horn of plenty has been 
poured into our laps, we should not be unmindful of the fact, that in other 
portions of our goodly heritage, famine and disease are afflicting our friends 
and kindred ; while sickness and death are comparatively unknown among 
us, " the pestilence which walketh at noon-day " has been desolating our 
southern cities, and sweeping its thousands of victims to the grave. Even 
now, the cry of the widow and fatherless reaches us from the South, on the 
arrival of every mail, and although they do not ask us directly for aid, yet 
we should feel it our duty to beseech Him who dispenses good and evil, to 
stay the hand of disease, and if need be, to put our hands into our pockets 
and give to them a portion of those good things with which he has so richly 
encompassed us. 

Our future is full of hope and lich with promise. The good time we have 
said has already come. But when this most fertile county in the valley of 
Rock river shall have its resources fully developed, no one in the present can 
truthfully imagine its beauty, or what its reality will be. It is but compar- 
atively a short time since it was a wild and uncultivated waste. Now it is 
teeming with civilization and refinement. 

But when the Chicago, St. Paul and Fond du Lac railroad on the north 
and south, and the Southern Wisconsin on the west shall be completed, to- 
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getlier with the other public improvements in which we are so deeply int. 
ested, its latent resourcas will b3Q;in to be fully devolopsd. 

It remains then for us of this association to be true to its objects and trup 
to ourselves— ti-ue to the best intoi-ests of the agricultural and mechanical 
departments of our prosperity ; and even in our day we may have the proud 
satisfaction, so far as Rock county is concerned, of seeing the g.iod time per- 
fected, and knowing that we were no insignificant assistants to its coming. 



LIST OF PREMIUMS, 

Awarded by the Committees at the Annual Fair of the Rock County Agri- 
cultural Society and Mechanics' Institute, held at Janesville, September 
25th, 2Gth and 2.'7th, 1855. 

DIVISION NO. 1— HORSES. 

SuB-DivisioN No. 1- — Blooded Horses. 

L. P. Spears, Bradford; best stallion. 1st premium, 1^10. 
Daniel Blodgett, Beloit; do, 2d premium, $7. 

James M. Learned, Hai-mony; best yeailing stallion. 1st premium, iiS. 
N. B. Royce, Harmony, best sucking colt. 1st premium, $2. 
W. W. Beach, Center; stallion. Diploma. 
W. W. Patterson, New York ; stallion. Diploma. 

L. D. Thompson, Center; stallion — took the 1st premium and sweepstakes 
in 1854. Diploma. 

SuB-DivisiGN No. 2 — Caeeiage and Pleasure Horses. 

T. P. B. Hasbrook, Harmony; best stallion, three years old. 1st prom. $5. 
Coraelius O'Flaherty, Janesville ; best stallion, two years old. 1st prem. |3. 
C. T. Wilcox, Bock; best stallion, two years old. 2d premium. $1. 
Daniel Blodgett, Beloit; best mare. 1st premium, $5. 

A. Walker, Milton; do. 2d premium, $3. 

B. B. Eldredge, Janesville; best gelding. 1st premium, $3. 
A. F. Lee, Beloit; do. 2d premium, $2. 

There was a fine display of single geldings on the ground. 
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Sub-Division No. S^ — Farm and Draught Horses, and Horses of All- 
Work. 

Jared M. Haseltoo, Janesville; best stallion. 1st piemmm, §10. 

Daniel Blodgett, Beloit; do. 2d premium, $7. 

W. Beach, Footville; best stallion, three yeare old. 1st prenlium, $5. 

T. W. Williams, Bradford ; best stallion, three 3-ears old. 2d premium, $3. 

N. N. Jackman, Harmony; best stallion two years old. 1st premium, $2. 

D. B. Wood, Harmony; one yearling colt. 1st premium, $2. 

Wm. Spaulding, Harmony; one yearling colt. 2d' premium, $1. 

P. D. Wemple, Bradford; one colt two years old. 1st premium, $3. 

W. Hughes, Janesville; best mare. 1st premium, $5. 

Barnard Anal, best mare. 2d premium, $3. 

do yearling colt. 1st premium, $2. 

J. P. J. Hayner, Rock; sucking colt. 1st premium, $2. 
N. N. Jackman, Harmony; sucking colt. 2d premium, $1. 
Andrew Barlas, Hai-mony; three years old mare. 1st premium, $4. 

D. H. Babbitt, Janesville ; three years old mare. 2d pvemiuin, $2. 
Andrew Barlas, Hai-mony; three years old gelding. 1st premium, $4. 
M. T. Walker, Milton ; three yeai-s old gelding. 2d premium, $2. 

J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown; two years old mare. 1st premium, $2. 

E. G. Newhall, Johnstown; two years old mare. 2d premium, $1. 
A. W. Bunster, Janesville; draught gelding. 1st premium, $3. 
Heniy Cheesebro; one yearling gelding. 2d premium, $1. 

Sub-Division No. 4 — ^Matched Horsss. 

J. L. D. & P. Eycleshimer, Janesville ; best span of carnage and fancy hor- 
ses, (geldings.) 1st premium, $5. 

W. H. Howard, Beloit; do. do. 2d premium, |3. 

do. do. best span of mares. 1st premium, $5. 

Orlando Cogswell, Janesville ; best span mares. 2d premium, $3. 

Christopher McGrath, Johnstown; best span farm and draught geldings. 
1st premium, $6. 

W. Beach, Footville ; do do. 2d premium, $3. 

Wm. Zuill, Johnstown ; best span mares, (farm and draught.) 1st prem., $5. 

Thomas Huggins, Hai-mony; do. do. 2d premium, $3. 

A fine span of can'iage mares were exhibited by Messrs. Eycleshimer, but 

they having been owned only a short time in the county, were not permitted 

to compete for a premium. 
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DIVISION NO. 2— JACKS AND MULES. 

Joseph Goodrich, Milton; best Jack. 1st premium, $3. 

S. A. Couch, Footville: best span mules. 1st premium, $3. 

Hiram Taylor, Janesville ; do. do. 2d premium, $2. 

DIVISION NO. 3— CATTLE. 

Sub-Division No. 1 — Shokt Hoenbd Durhams, Dkvons, Atreshirxs, 
Hkrbfords and Alderneys. 

G. W. Bicknell, Beloit; best Durham bull — took the 1st premium in 1854, 

Diploma. 
Lucius Bingham, Harmony; Durham bull. 1st premium, $7. 
David F. Sayre, Fulton ; do. do. 2d premium, $5. 
Wm. Cochran, Beloit; two years old Durham bull. 1st premium, $3. 
Jno. Corey, Footville ; two years old Durham bull. 2d premium, $2. 
J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown ; one year old Durham bull. 1st premium, $2. 
G. W. Bicknell, Beloit; do. do. 2d premium, $1. 

Best thorough bred cow, "Beauty." 1st prem., $5, 

do. do. do. " Maria." 2d prem., $3. 
Best thorough bred two years old heifer, " Red Rose." 

1st premium, $3. 
D. F. Sayre, Fulton ; best two years old heifer, " Julia." 2d premium, $2, 
Peter McVane, Newark; one year old do. l&t premium, $2. 
W. Cochran, Beloit; do. do. 2d premium, $1. 
J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown ; best heifer calf. 1st premium, $2. 
W. Cochran, Beloit; do. do. 2d premium, $1. 
Jeremiah Roberts, Beloit; for his show of Devon cattle. Premium, $5. 

Sub-Division No. 2 — Natives and Grades. 

NATIVES. 

W. P Burroughs, Janesville; native cow. 1st premium, $2. 
Clement Dustin, Janesville; do. 2d pi'emium, §1. 
W. P. Burroughs, do.; yearling heifer. 1st premium, $1, 
Wm. Macloon, do.; bull calf. 1st premium, $1. 

C. G. Gillelt, do.; heifer calf. 1st premium, $1. 

GRADES. 

Peter McVane, Newark; yearling bull. 1st premium, $2. 
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Wm. Cochran, Beloit; yearling bull. 2d premium, $1. 
John Hackett, Beloit; best grade cow. 1st premium, $3. 

Best twin calves. Diploma. 

Grade cow. 2d premium, $2. 
8. D. Blodgett, Beloit; yearling heifer. 1st premium, $1. 
Wm. Cochran, do. ; do. do. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

Bull calf. 1st premium, $1. 
C. K. Bennett; bull calf. 2d premium, 60 cents. 
Wm. Cochran, Beloit; heifer calf. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
J. Roberts, Beloit; heifer calf. 1st premium, $1. 
Peter McVane, Newark ; fat cow. 1st premium, $3. 
L. Reynolds ; twin calves. Diploma. 

DIVISION NO. 4— SHEEP. 

Sub-Division No. 1 — French and Spanish. 

J. J. Van Kirk, Harmony; best Spanish buck. 1st premium, $5. 
J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown; do. 2d premium, $3. 

Three ewes. 1st premium, $3. 
W. Hughes, Janesville ; do. 2d premium, $2. 
J. A. Fletcher, Johnstown ; three lambs. No competition, $2. 
Jonathan Corey, Center; best French buck. 1st premium, $5. 
W. Lester, Rock ; do. 2d premium, $3. 

H. H. Simonds, Janesville; three French ewes, 1st premium, f3. 
Henry Cheesebro, La Prairie; three French and Spanish ewes. 2d prem., $2. 

Three lambs. 2d premium, $1. 
W. Hughes, Janesville ; three Spanish and French lambs. 1st premium, $2. 

SuB-DivisiON No. 2 — South Downs and Leicestkrshirks. 

Z. B. Wakeman, Beloit; best South Down buck. 1st premium, $3. 
T. T. Cortelyon, Spring Valley ; Leicestershire buck. 1st premium, $3. 
Henry Cheesebro, La Prairie ; three lambs. No competition, premium $2. 

DIVISION NO. 5— SWINE. 

John P. Dickson, Janesville ; Suffolk boar — took the 1st premium in 1 854 

Diploma and sweepstakes, $3. 
J. P. Dickson, Janesville; Suffolk sow, one year old. 1st premium, $2. 
Boar pig. 1st premium, $1. 
do. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
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J. P. Dickson, Janesville; Sow. 1st premium, $1. 
C. R. Gibbs; do. 2d. premium, 50 cents. 
A. Hoskins, do; sow and pigs, natives. 1st premium, $3. 
C. Bowman, Fulton; cross pigs. Istpremium, |1. 

.John Dickens, Bradford; one pig 3-^ months old, no competition. 1st pre- 
mium, $1. 

DIVISION NO. 6— POULTRY. 

C. G. Gillett, Janesville; best and greatest variety of fc>wls. 1st prem., $3. 

Z. Blakeraan, Beloit; do. 2d premium,i$2. 

J. J. Vankirk; white Shanghais. 1st premium, |1. 

N. Crosby, Janesville; do. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

N. W. Hodge, Rock; buff. Premium, $1, 

G. W. Bicknell, Beloit; Bramah Pootras. 1st premium, |1. 

C. G. Gillett, Janesville ; do. 2d premium, 60 cents. 

do do do pair Shanghais. Is premium, $L 

F. S. Eldred; pair spangled Hamburgh. 1st premium. $1. 

do do do. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
Z. B. Makeman,Beloit; Dorking fowls. 1st premium, $1. 
Lewis Comstock, Rock; native fowls. 1st premium, $1. 
P. J. Wilson, do; blooded ducks. 1st premium, $1. 
Andrew Downs, Janesville ; do. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
A. W. Smith, Harmony; Guinea hens. 1st premium, $1. 

DIVISION NO. 7— FARMS AND GARDENS. 

H. T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit; seed gai-den. 1st premium, $3. 
George H. Williston, Janesville; flower garden. 1st premium, $2. 
Hiram Taylor, do do do. 2d premium, $1. 

DIVISION NO. 8— FARM AND KITCHEN GARDEN PRODUCTS. 

Archard Smith, Spring Valley; best five acres winter wheat. Istprem., $S. 
A. W. Pope, Janesville; do do spring club. 1st premium, $3. 
John Little, do do; corn. 1st premium, $5. 
N. Crosby, do do; one acre. 1st premium, |2. 

do ; one dozen ears seed corn. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
John Childs, Lima; do do. 2d premium, 25 cents. 
Adam Bell, Shopier; best sweet corn. 1st premium, 50 cents. 
Wm. Spaulding, Hai'mony;do. 2d premium, 25 cents. 
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H. T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit ; best and:grejitest variety, of corn. 1st prcm., 50c. 

Adam Bell, Shopier; do. 2d premium, 25 cents. 

G. J. Kellogg, Janesville; one-fourth acre potatoes. 1st premium, $2. 

J. F. Drake; do do. 2d premium, $1. 

J. M. Warn, Rock; best show vegetables. 1st premium, $2. 

H. T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit; do. 2d premium, |1. 

J. M. Wain, liloek; sweet potatoes. Premium, 26 cents. 

Adam Bell, Shopier; carrots. Premium, 25 cents. 

S. J. M. Putnam, Janesville; pop corn. Premium, 25 cents. 

do do; muik melons. Premium, 25 cents. 

do ' do; beans Premium, 25 cents. 

A. Partridge, do; cabbage. Premium, 25 cents. 
E. Brown, Lima; squash. Premium, 25 cents. 
J. M. Warn, Rock; beets. Premium, 25 cents. 

do' do water melons. Premium, 25 cents. 

do do gourd- Premium, 25 cents. 

John Childs, Lima ; pumpkins. Premium, 25 cents. 
S. H. Kellogg, Janesville; egg plant. Premium, 25 cents. 
H. T. Woodward, Jr., Beloit; peppers. Premium, 25 cents. 
L. H. Comstock ; best one acre hops. Premium, |2. 

DIVISION NO. 9— FRUITS. 

John Eddy, Beloit; best variety apples. 1st premium, $3. 

R. Dole, Turtle; do. 2d premium, $2. 

Mr. Pratt, Lima; good specimens apples. Diploma. 

John Childs, Lima ; good do do. Diploma. 

G. H. WiUiston, Janesville; best show gooseberries. 1st premium, $1. 

J. Mitchell, Janesville ; pears. 1st premium, $2. 

D.Blodgett, Beloit; do 2d do, $1. 

W. Alexander, Milton ; show of apples, pears, peaches and figs. Diploma. 

C. Hanford;best show of grapes. 1st premium, $2. 

A. Bell, Shopier; grapes, two varieties. 2d premium, $1. 

S. H. Kellogg, Janesville; Catawba gi-apes. Diploma. 

Charles Boweiman; peaches. 1st premium, $2. 

H. T. Woodward, Jr. Beloit ; orange seedling. 2d premium, $.1. 

E. H. Strong, Janesville; quinces. 1st premium, |2. 

Geo. H. WiUiston, Janesville; quinces. 2d premium, $1. 

E. H. Strong, Janesville; plums. Diploma. 
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DIVISION NO. 10— SUB-DIVISION NO. 1. 

I. S. Love, Beloit; reaper and mower, no competition. 1st premium, $6. 

J. A. Wood & Co., Janesville ; com planter. Diploma. 

P. W. Dickey, Janesville; fanning mill. 1st premium, $3. 

J. Nash, Janesville; fanning mill. 2d premium, $1. 

Nichols & Loomis, Janesville ; corn and feed mill. Diploma. 

A. W. Parker, Janesville; plows. 1st premium, $2. 

J. H. Budd, do thresher. 1st premium, $.5. 

do do corn sheller ; good. Diploma. 

do do best show mechanical tools, very large and very 

fine. 1st premium, diploma and $3. 
J. T. Simons, Va. ; churn. Diploma. 
J. W. Stewart, Decatur, Green couuty; churn. Diploma. 
J. H. Manny, Rockford, 111. ; reaper and mower, combined. Diploma. 

DIVISION NO. 10— SUB-DIVISION NO. 2. 

Pixley & Kimball, Janesville ; best show of stoves. 1st premium, $3. 

Best parlor stove. 2d premium, $1. 

Best cook stove. 2d premium, $1. 
Lawrence, Atwood & Co., Janesville ; best show stoves. 2d premium, $2. 

Best parlor stove. 1st premium, $2. 

Best cook stove. 1st premium, $2. 

Tin ware. Diploma. 

Sheet iron stove. Prfrnium, 50 cents. 
Ira Miltimore, Jane^ villa; sample stone cutting. 1st premium, $2. 
A. W. Smith, Harmony ; gunsmltliing. Premium, $2. 
J. M. Biker, Janesville; double carriage harness, took 1st premium in 1854. 

Certificate. 

Saddle, bridle and raartingal. 1st premium, $2. 

Single carriage harness, lit premium, $3. 
H. S. Woodruftj Janesville; double draught harness, no competition. 1st 

premium, $2. 

Single draught harness. 2d premium, $2. 

Bridle and martingal. 2d premium, $1. 
Trask & Howland, Janesville ; double carriage. 1st premium, $2. 

Double eari-iago hnrnrss. 2il pr(>miura, $3. 
L. A. Crandall, Beloit; barrel and firkin. 1st premium, 60 cents each, $1. 
U. Story, Janesville ; lumber wagon. ] st premium, $2. 
J. B. Dimock, Janesville; boots anrl shoes, very fine. Diploma. 



THE BELOir, WISCONSI?s^ 

HEAPING AND MOWING MACHINE. 



i'OR CtT'ri'lNG GRAIX. 




Tlie abcn'o Machines are an improvejnont on Harvesters, made 
by I. S. LOVE, Bkloit, Rock County, Wisconsin, and secured to 
]iina by letters j^atent ; avd have received the First Premium in the 
County; 

These Machines have given the most general satisfaction of 
anv other now in use, since their introduction among the farmers, 
as they themselves will testily. They may be found, for the pre- 
sent, at the Beloit Iron Works. 
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J. R. Beale, Janesville ; hats and caps, very fine. Diploma. 

R. J. Richardson, Janesville ; buggy. 1st premium, $2. 

E. W. Powers, Janesville; horse shoeing on horse. 1st premium, $1. 

C. J. Hayes & 6., Janesville; best made suit of clothes. 1st premium, $3. 

DIVISION NO. 11. 

Mrs. Ira Miltimore, Janesville ; specimen of rusk, very fine. 
E. Heller, Janesville; flour. 1st premium, $2. 

DIVISION NO. 12— DAIRY PRODUCTS. 

W. Lester, Rock; best fifty lbs. butter. 1st premium, $5. 
J. J. Vankirk, Harmony; best ten lbs. butter. 1st premium, $2. 
John C. Johnston, Janesville; fifty lbs. cheese. 1st premium, $2. 
Richard Dole, Turtle; one box honey. 1st premium, $1. 

DIVISION NO. 13— PRINTING, DAGUERREOTYPES, <feC. 

Charles Holt, Janesville ; printing, job and ornamental. 1st premium, $2. 
Joseph Baker, Janesville ; printing, job and ornamental. 2d premium, $1 . 
Orville Hand, Janesville, Daguerreotyping. 1st premium, $2. 

D. F. Brandon, Beloit; do. 2dpremium,$l. 
George Gray, Janesville; graining. 1st premium, $2. 
Charles Holt, Janesville ; pamphlet printing. 1st premium, $2. 
Joseph Baker, do. 2d premium, $1. 

DIVISION NO. 14. 
J. J. Vankirk, Harmony; woolen yam. 1st premium, 60 cents. 

DIVISION NO. 15— CABINET AND JOINER WORK. 

Morse & Martin, Janesville ; center table. Ist premium, $3. 

Toilet table. 1st premium, $1. 

Sofa. 1st premium, $2. 

Rocking chair. 1st premium, $1. 

Set of chairs. 1st premium, $2. 
Doty & Bumham, Janesville ; pannel door. 1st premium, $1. 

Window blind. 1st premium, $1. 

Half dozen sash. 1st premium, $1. 
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DIVISION NO. 16— MISCELLANEOUS AND UNENUMERATED. 

E. L. Buckingham; bird cages. Diploma. 

G. J. Kellogg, Janesville ; gate model. Diploma. 

S. C. Spaulding, Janesville; case of silver v/wce. Diploma. - 

Robert Barker; case of stuffed birds. Premium, $1. 

W. H. Rbodes; model of locomotive. Premium. $3. 

C. D. Perkins ; Ambrotypes. Premium, $2. 

Mrs. G. S. Strasberger, Janesville; case wax fruit. Premium, ■^S. 

H. K. Leonard, Beloil; one stand spread. Premium, $2. 

Miss Sarah Bennett ; embroidery. Premium, $3. 

Miss C. B. Williams, Bradford; embroidery. Premium, $1. 

Mrs. W. D. Nichols, Janesville; embroidery. Premium, $2. 

Miss Mary 0. West, Janesville; wool tapestry. Premium, $1. 

Morse & Martin, Janesville ; picture frames. Premium, $2. 

J. R. Beale, Janesville ; wax fruit. Diploma. 

C. J. Hayes & Co., Janesville; sewing machine. Diploma. 

James Groger, Penn. ; span of mares. Premium, $3. 

W. W. Patterson, N. Y. ; one Black Hawk stallion. Premium, $3. 

S. H. Marquitsee, Janesville ; secretary and book case. Premium, $3. 

DIVISION NO. 17— SUB-DIVISION NO. 1. 
Committee. — Mrs. W. Hughes, Mrs. L. Brace and Mrs. C. R. Gibbs. 

Mrs. Hiram Taylor, Janesville; variety of house plants. 1st premium, $2. 

Dahlias. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
Walter Alexander, Milton; show of dahlias. 1st premium, $1. 
Mrs. Z. P. Burdick, Janesville; boquet. 1st premium, $1. 
W. Hughes, Janesville; variety of flowers. 1st premium, $2. 
Colby & Willey, Janesville; variety of flowers. 2d premium, $1. 
G. J. & 8. H. Kellogg, Janesville ; boquet. 2d premium, 50 cents. 
Mrs. Wm. P. Burroughs; best and greatest variety of house plants. 2d 

premium, $1. 
S. H. Alden, Janesville ; exhibited a cammello japonica, the finest flower on 
the ground. Diploma. 

SuB-DivisioN No. 2. 

Committee. — ^Mi-s. H. Taylor, Mrs. O. Guernsey and Mrs. J. B. Crosby. 

George W. Stevens, Harmony; oil paintings. 1st premium, $1. 
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Miss Lydia Hubbell, Jancsville. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

Mrs. A. Stevens. Diploma. 

Miss H. M. Clow, of Rock; monochromatics. 1st premium, $1. 

Miss Jennie Norton, Janesville ; monocliromatics. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

S. H. Kellogg, Janesville ; monochromatics. Diploma. 

Miss Lydia Spencer, Janesville ; paintings. 1st premium, $1. 

J. "W. Thayer; crayon. 1st premium, $1. 

D. F. Brandon, Beloit ; leather work. 1st premium, |1. 

Mre. J. C. Blakeman, Milton; do. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

Colby & Willey, Janesville. Diploma. 

Miss E. Connor, Janesville; wax ilowers. 1st premium, $1. 

J. F. Drake, do; Ottoman cover. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Mrs. D. C. Farwell, do do. 2d premium, 25 cents. 

Mias Lucy Chrystie, do do. Diploma. 

Mi-s. W. D. Nichoisi do. Crochet. 1st premium, $1. 

Maiy Sewell, do. 2d premium, 50 cents. 

Mrs. L. C. Bump; crotchet tidy. 1st premium, $1. 

Mi-s. C. Proper, do; lace work. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Mre. J. P. Dickson, do do. 2d premium, 25 cents. 

Miss Mary C. West, do.; water drawing. 1st premium, $1. 

J. F. Drake, do do. Diploma. 

Mrs. Eliza Luck, do do. Diploma. 

Miss L. Woodward, Beloit; lace cape, do. Premium, 50 cents. 

Sub-Division No. 3. 

Committee. — Mrs. D. C. Farwell, Mrs. J. Miles, Mrs. Z. P. Burdick. 

Mrs. Eliza Luck, Janesville ; needle work. 1st premium, 50 cents. 

Miss Elizabeth Moon, do. quilt. 1st premium, $1. 

Mrs. H. H. Blakeman, Beloit; patchwork. 1st premium, $1. 

Mrs. A. Hoskins, Janesville; coverlet. 1st premium, 11. 

Mrs. E. Goodrich, Milton; net work bed-spread. 1st premium, $1. 

Mrs. O'Dea, Janesville; winter bonnets. 1st premium, $1. 

Miss Mary C. Miles ; lamp mat. Premium, 50 cents. 

Miss H. K. Leonard, do. Diploma. 

DIVISION NO. 18— PLOWING MATCH- 

W. Hughes, Janesville. 1st premium, $3. 
J. J. Van Kirk Harmony. 2d premium, $2. 
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DIVISION NO. 19— OX TEAMS. 

Lewis Reynolds, Janesville; oxen. 1st premium, $4. 

J. P. Dickson, do. do. 2d premium, $3. 

L. D. Thompson, Janesville ; best yoke of oxen, 4 years old. 1st prom., $3. 

R. Wixom, Janesville, best yoke oxen two years old. 1st premium, $1,50. 

R. Hardy, Janesville ; do. do. three years old. 2d pretnium, |2. 

C. T. Wilcox, Rock; do. three yeai-s old. 1st premium, $2. 

Four years old. 2d premium, $2. 

Best team owned by exhibitor, not less than five yoke. 
1st premium, $5. 

DIVISION NO. 20— SWEEPSTAKE PREMIUMS. 

Jonathan Corey, Center ; best buck. $4. 
H. D. Convers, Whitewater; best bull. $4. 
John Hackett, Beloit; best cow. $3. ' 

John P. Dickson, Janesville ; best boar. $3. 

PREMIUM ON FARMS. 

By mistake, we failed to report in its proper place in the proceedings of 
1854, the premium awarded on farms, and here insert it. 
M. P. Cogswell, Esq., Turtle, was awarded the Ist premium, $15. 

But for the lack of space, we should be very happy to insert his statement 
in full. 



ESSAY ON SHEEP-HUSBANDRY AND WOOL-GROWING. 



BY J. A FLKTCHKR, ESQ. 



Read before the Mock County Agricultural Society and Mechanics'' Insti- 
tute, September Ath, 1854. 

Sheep-Husbandry and Wool-Growing, which the Society has assigned to 
me as the subject of an essay, is a business that has engaged my thoughts 
and hands far more than the writing of essays ; and it is much easier for 
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such an one to exhibit the subject practically, than to place his views and 
practice on paper. However, I will attempt a few thoughts, as drawn from 
my own experience and observation in the management of Sheep. 

I will commence with the Fall treatment. The lambs should be drawn 
from the flock about the first of September, and tm'ned into the com field, 
where they will do no injury, and will find much good feed ; or into good 
tame pasture, and should be kept separate from the main flock during the 
fall and winter, that they may receive a little extra care and attention. If 
the sheep are pastured upon the natural gi-ass of the prairie, they should 
not be ponnitted to remain too late in the season, as in the month of Sep- 
tember the prairie grass becomes hard and loses its nourishment, and before 
one is aware, the flock is becoming poor at the very time when it should be 
putting on flesh for the winter. 

After the fii'st of August, if the weather is dry and warm, it is absolutely 
necessary that the sheep should have access to water ; and if it be neglected, 
there will be a great falling off iu flesh, and probably in numbers, and espe- 
cially among the lambs ; whereas, if their walk is tame pasture, and fresh, 
they will thrive well without water. 

Winter Treatment. — If the flock consists of sdveral hundred, they should 
be divided into lots of from one to two hundred; and by all means they 
should have a shelter and a dry bed, that they may be protected from our 
cold autumnal rains. I consider it one of the most important items in 
Sheep Husbandly to keep the flock warm and diy. Grain should be fed to 
sheep duiing this season, which, in my opinion, will pay two-fold. Grain 
feeding should commence early, a.nd be continued regularly. All kinds are 
good. Sheep should be foddered three times, at regular intervals, each day, 
and should have grain or roots after the fii'st feeding. And ^;hey should be 
fed at night suflSciently early to finish their hay and retire to their sheds 
before night sets in. To obtain heavy fleeces, the sheep must be kept in 
good order, as the wool from poor sheep will always be deficient both in 
quantity and in quality. Sheep should be furnished, once a week in winter, 
with salt mixed with ashes. They wiU do well upon wild hay, if cut in 
season and cured well. I think they should be kept in a yard and watered 
at least once a day. Ewes with lamb should be kept by themselves ; 
and in the month of March their grain should be increased, that they may 
be in good order and strong when they shall drop their lambs. With this 
course of treatment, it will seldom be necessary to set up late, or to get up 
in the night to feed young lambs. The bucks should be allowed to run with 
the ewes as early as the first, or the tenth, of November, and should be put 
up nightj. One buck well fed will answer for fifty ewes. Sheep should 
22 
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always be fed in racks or boxes. The latter are cheapest and best. The 
flock should be tagged before they are turned to grass ; and should be washed 
about the first of June, or as soon as the water becomes sufficiently warm 
and the weather settled, and then be allowed to ran from eight to twelve 
days, according to the weather, that the oil or yolk may again appear in the 
wool. Great pains should be taken to keep them from the prairie dngt, 
which gives the wool a bad appearance. Lambs should be castrated and 
their tails shortened when from one to two weeks old, instead of deferring 
that operation until shearing, as is the usual practice. After shearing, the 
whole flock, old and young, should be dipped in a decoction of tobacco, 
using about ten pounds to one hundred sheep. If the flock is healthy, once 
is sufficient. If afiected with the scctb, which is so common, repeat the op- 
eration in the course of two or three weeks, and a perfect cure will probably 
bo effected. Then tar their noses to defend them from the fly, which occa- 
sions the grub, and mark them, and they are ready for the pasture. If your 
flock is large, so that you can afford to employ a shepherd, well. If not, 
several farmers may put their flocks together, and engage a shepherd to 
take them to the uncultivated prairie, if it be at a distance of ten, twenty, 
or even thirty miles, where may be found a favorable range. By this meth- 
od a man may keep a large flock, though he own but a small farm, as it 
leaves the whole farm for cultivation and for meadow ; and he can grow wool 
at a handsome profit, even at present prices, and especially if he be caieftil 
to procure good, heairy fleeced bucks. And, by the way, I have a few yet 
on hand. And by taking this course, wool can be grown here at le§s cost, 
and hence with greater profits than in the older States. 

So, iriend Wool-growers, let us not despair, but look well to our flocks, 
and we shall yet reap our reward. 



ESSAY. 



BY C. LOFTUS MARTIir, ESQ. 



Head be/ore the Rock County Agricultural Society and Mechanics^ Insti- 
tute, June 4:th, 1855. 

G-BNTLKMEN : — I havc been requested to read an essay at this meeting 
upon Blooded Stock; and thinking that one upon Blooded Cattle would give 
ihe best satisfaction, I have endeavored to put together a few remarks upon 
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that subject, by which if one membei of this Society is benefited, I shall 
be satisfied. 

Here we are, gentlemen, in the year 1855. When at the commencement 
of this Society, it was said, by this time such an immense number of cattle 
would be bred upon our prairies that they would not be worth the trouble to 
seek them up in the fall ; and yet, gentlemen, year after year the price of 
meat creeps gradually up, and the demand treads closer and closer on the 
heels of supply. Well, gentlemen, if it is now a settled point with you that 
it is profitable to breed stock, the point for our consideration is this ; What 
sort of stock shall we breed^shall we go on and allow our cows to have 
calves at any time of the year, and by any buU they chance to meet, and so 
breed in and in until they become so deteriorated that they are so many pot- 
bellied runts ? Gentlemen, it takes a long time to get any flesh upon these 
fellows' bones ; and if you calculate the cost of getting them fit for the 
butcher, you will find that you are a loser by ever having had them at all. — ' 
Then why go on counting the value of stock by numbers, instead of excel- 
lence ? Gentlemen, you are not alone in^this mistake; there are many farm- 
ers in England who cannot be persuaded to improve their stock, but go on 
year after year, breeding in and in until their stock is worthles&^^hard to 
fat, and worth but little when fatted ; selling for nine cents, when his neigh- 
bor, who has taken pains with his stock and has improved it, brings a fatted 
steer to market, gets twenty cents per lb. for it. How is this, gentlemen ? 
You may think this only takes place in England, where people have plenty 
of money ; but, gentlemen, these things have happened here in this country, 
and indeed are happening every day — not as a wonder, but because peo- 
ple just know the the difference between good beef and bad ; and notwith- 
standing the difference in price, will have the good, if it is to be had. To 
establish this feet, I beg to digress for a moment, to read to you from the 
New York Tribune, of December 15th, 1854: 

" City Items. — Value of Improvement in Beef Cattle. — A pair of three 
years old steers were sold yesterday at the Bull's Head Market for $450. 
They were full blooded Durhams. They were very fine in bone and handled 
admirably; we think that they were the finest pair of beeves ever offered in 
this market; the weight of beef in each was estimated at 1500-— the owner 
thought they would weigh more. They were bred by Capt. Garrett, Wood- 
stock county, Ey. There were in the same pen, three Durham heifers, 
which were sold for $500. There were sold the same day, in the same 
market, many othar Native steers and heifers, from $25 to $30 eadi — this 
would require thirty head to produce the same amount as the five Durhams. 
The value of impovement was perfectly manifest — the ijieat of one grade 
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sold at seven cents a pound, the otter at fifteen cents. Comment is unni?- 
eessaiy." 

Now, gentlemen, if you are satisfied that it is for your profit to improve 
your stock, tlie question arises, which is the best way to accomplish that 
object ? 

Now, gentlemen, Ehglish noblemen and gentlemen have been contending 
against each other for more than a hundred years to obtain the highest 
prizes for the best cattle ; they have crossed their cattle in every way, and 
have come to this conclusion, that Durhams for size and beef, Devons for 
beauty and v.orking oxen, and Aldei-ncys for rich milk and docility, are best. 
Now let us look at the merits of each breed — and we will begin with the 
Devon: Although the Devon cows are no better milkei's than the Durham, 
and do not grow so large, therefore are not so profitable for beef; yet it is 
universally admitted that they make the best working oxen in the world ; 
they will plow more land and draw heavier loads than oxen of any other 
breed; they are quick in their step, of gfeat endurance, and their strength 
in proportion to their size is very great ; they have that sweetness and good- 
ness of temper, that stoutness and honesty of work, to which many teams 
of horses cannot pretend. I wish that the opponents of ox teams eoulil 
visit the valleys of Devonshire, to see what the well bred Devon ox is capa- 
ble of performing, and how he performs it. You can see them work for 
hours together, without one harsh word being heard, or the whip ever being 
used ; and it is an undoubted fact, that in harvest time the farmers will trot 
along with the empty *agons sis miles an hour, a thing which no other 
bread of cattle have ever been found to stand in hot weather. Then, gen- 
tlemen, is it not reasonable to presume that they would stand the hot weath- 
er in this country better than any other breed whatever ? Color is, or 
should be blood red, and when the bull is thorough bred, such is the prepon- 
derating strength of the red coloi" in the blood that ninety calves out of a 
hundred will be red, although the cows shall be of different color. This 
makes it easier for you to mat<;h your working oxen, and makes them pleas- 
ant and agreeable to the driver, as well as to all those who* have taste for 
well matched and good looking oxen. Oh, yes ! some of you will say, we 
know that this is so, but wc cannot afford to purchase this Devon bull. Yes 
you can, gentlemen^, three or four of yon club together and purchase a good 
one ; he will soon pay for himself. Most of you have got some good Native 
cows. I have seen scores of cows in this county that every male calf by a 
thorough bred bull would be worth thirty doUai-s ; and keep all the heifers 
yourselves — then in two years sell your bull, and by this time his stock 
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would recommend him; you would have do trouble in disposing of him at « 
good price, if purchased young. 

Well, now, gentlemen, we have quite a number of fine two years old heif- 
ers, by a thorough bred Devon bull. £rentlemen, those heifers are very 
valuable. Having sold this bull, you must purchase another one, and he 
must not be in any way related to the one sold. Now let us consider the 
Durhams, which, to cross with your half breed Devons. I strongly recom- 
mend you to purchase a thorough bred, short homed Durham bull. Here 
we have size, beauty, and fatting qualities. At what time this breed of cat- 
tle found their way to England, or by whom they were imported, is un- 
known ; but there is a tradition that towaids the seventeonth century a bull and 
some cows were introduced into Holderness. But this we know — that what- 
ever diiference of opinion may prevail in regard to the merits of those two 
breeds of cattle, it is now admitted by every judge of cattle that the short 
Durhams possess, in an eminent degree, a combination of quaUtics which 
have long been considered incompatible; that is, the disposition to fat rap- 
idly, in union with the veiy best dairy qualifications, is here intended to be 
conveyed. Their reputation as extraordinary milkers where they are kept 
is undoubted ; and I could here give many recorded facts from undisputed 
authority, of those feats at the milk pail, but it might invite incredulity. I 
will mention one thing which has taken place in this country. In September, 
1850, in Avon, Livingston county, New York, a gentleman made an affida- 
vit that a short horned Durham cow, imported thither, produced twenty lbs, 
of butter per week, for eight weeks. And for myself, gentlemen, I have no 
doubt of the truth of that affidavit. 

Now, gentlemen, I desire to impi'ess upon your minds the capabilities of 
this breed for a return for the food consumed, and the unparalleled early 
period at which such returns may be made. Indeed, early maturity is the 
grand and elevating characteristic of this breed. Their capacity to continue 
growing, at the same time attaining that beautiful ripeness of condition at so 
early an age, has excited the wonder of every judge of cattle. In this par- 
ticular they have never been equaled ; and in every trial between them and 
other breeds, by different gentlemen, the Durhams have always been success- 
ful. They are seldom kept longer than three years old, and weigh from 
eighteen to twenty-five Imndred. In this breed, gentlemen, we have that 
pleasing vivacity of countenance, plainly distinguishing it from all other 
breeds; that fine mellow skin and flesh; wide and deep girth about the heart 
and lungs ; wide carcass, and fore quarters of extraordinary depth and capa- 
city; wide loins; round and deep hips; and indeed, beauty appears in every 
point. And here, gentlemen, I might give many proofs of their exttaordi- 
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nary weight, but two will' be sufficient. Sir Henry Grey of Howick, bred 
two steers, Durhams, whicb, when three yeairs and one month old, were 
killed ; one weighing 176 stone, and the other 183 stone, 14 lb. to the stone, 
equal to 52601bs. A heifer, three years old, bred by Miss Allen, of Grange, fed 
on hay and grass alone, weighed eighteen hundred' pounds. General Sim- 
son's stock, of the same breed, was sold in 1853, at his seat at Pitcorthie, 
Fifeshire, Scotland, consisting of 12 cows, 5 two years old heifers, 3 bull calves, 
1 bull, 4 one year old heifers, and 6 heifer calves— 3 1 in all, for the sum of 1 886 
guineas, equal to $303 each, a large number of them being calves. This being 
in Scotland, I make this statement to show you how they thrive in a climate 
so far north, and so different from their native one, Is it sui-prising, then, that 
this breed of cattle should have become objects of public notice, and that 
both in England, and in every country where agriculture is attended to, they 
are in increasing request ? Again : Is it surprising that this breed, having 
such a disposition to fat, should not also be good for milk and butter ? Is 
it not reasonable that the artificial change in the animal economy which 
leads to an excessive secretion of flesh and fat, should also not be productive of 
other rich secretions, as milk and butter ? Gentlemen, this subject will be 
better understood by aild by. 

Now^, gentlemen, we have got this valuable stock ; if not thorough bed, 
it is well bred, and is valuable. What shall we do with it ? Shall we leave 
it to battle against the prairie winds of Wisconsin ? God forbid. Few 
men realize the importance of providing shelter for their stock during the 
cold and stonns of winter. I am certain that the saving of food and the 
benefit to the cattle, would more than pay for the cost of building the shel- 
ter. It is a well known fact that a certain quantity of food is required to 
keep up animal heat, and when exposed to the cold storms of a Wisconsin 
winter, unless their food be of a good quality, they can scarcely eat enough 
to keep up the required heat. Then, gentlemen, nature steps in and will 
not be denied ; but takes the flesh and fat of the animal, and consumes it to 
make the required heat to keep the blood in circulation. So that your cat- 
tle grow pooler and poorer every day; whereas, if they were in a warm 
place, less than half the food would suffice to keep up this required heat 
and spare food eaten would go to make good blood, and good blood makes 
good flesh ; so your cattle would become fatter and heavier every day with 
even less food. You may pretend, gentlemen, that you are in a new country, 
and you cannot build barns. Well, suppose you cannot ; that is no excuse at 
all ; you can take your wagon and fetch home a load of poles and crutehes, 
make a long shed, and instead of leaving your straw just where you thresh 
your grain, to be in your way next spring, when you bi^n to plow, and to 
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get rid of it j'ou -burn it— pray do not do this shameful thing again; no, 
bring it home, every bit of it, and cover your long shed with it, and make 
it wai-m; vi'hat you have to spare, pile up for bedding— good beds are use- 
ful to keep cattle tvarai, and convei-ts your straw into manure which you 
will appreciate by and by. Tie up all your cattle — everyone; leave none to 
seek their own shelter. Is there a man in this room, who in a cold winter 
night would not go to his bed much happier and with more satisfaction to 
himself, if he were satisfied that all his cattle were warm and comfortable — 
instead of hearing his calves bleat, his cattle low and moan all night, driven 
hither and thither, trying in vain to find a place of shelter from the ruthless 
storm without ? I never see this state of things without pain, and also feel- 
ing that the owner is a heartless and cruel man. I may not always be cor- 
rect, but I cannot help feeling so. Grentlemen, depend upon it, that the man 
who cheats his cattle cheats himself; and the man who neglects tq find suit- 
able food and shelter for all his cattle is cruel to them an^ unjust to himself, 
and his punishment is sure and certain, in poportion to, his neglect. This, 
gentlemen, is the order of Providence, and it is just. Resolve, gentlemen, 
therefore, that your cattle shall all be housed next winter at least by a good 
warm shed — that you will not waste your hay and straw by wintering your 
cattle in the open yard, without even a rack, but that you will take good 
care of them ; you know you often lose two or three of your yearlings in the 
early spring, by death, and then you have to bemoan your bad luck. It is 
not bad luck — it is neglect. Take good care of your cattle, and frorn that 
time you will have good luck and happiness. 



N. B. — Mr. Martin, the author of the aibove essay, has recently imported 
a thorough bred Durham heifer from England. She was weighed in this 
city when one year and three weeks old — ^which showed her extraordinary 
weight to be 1,020 lbs., after having traveled nearly five thousand miles. 

[Eds. 
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ESSAY ON POULTRY. 



BY PROF. N. \T. HODGE. 



Jlead before the Roch County Agricultural Society and Mechanics' Insti- 
tute, June ^th, 1855. 

Gentlemen: — With a thank ye for the feather stuck in my hat by your 
appointment, and the assurance that I shall not on the occasion appear /m?Z 
fledged, I proceed to discuss the subject assigned. The term Poultry was 
extensive before it embraced a political party — therefore begging to refer 
you for minuter particulars to the able authors who have compiled volumes, 
and as able editors who have treated of this subject in their columns, I pro- 
ceed to some practical suggestions upon my theme. The bird tribe in all 
its varieties is admired for beauty — the sheen and gloss of plumage — the 
variety and splendor of colors — the exquisite symmetry of form, and ease of 
motion, and the crowning gloiy of song-^all commend them to our hearty 
approval. And the man who is insensible to theu- attractions, is like him 
who has no music in his soul — is only 

'' Fit for treason, stratagem, and spoils ; 
The nnotions of his spirit are dull as night, 
And his affections dark as Erebus ; 
Let no such man he trusted." 

Bui when the taste for the beautiful can be gratified, and at the same time 
solid utility secured, it is not surprising that all should be inclined to profit 
by it ; hence the general attempt to raise the domestic fowl. This attempt 
should be guided by intelligence, in order to result in the highest advantage. 
Here, in our endeavors to rear poultiy, we are blest in many regards above 
others. Our atmosphere is dry, and is thus peculiarly adapted to all the 
bird tribe, even the aquatics — for the fowl fancier must avoid all sources of 
damp as he would the fowl fiend. "We are favored too in our soil, which is 
dry and warm — above all, the ease with which the cereals are cultivated on 
our prairies, especially invites to this branch of agricultural enterprise and 
thrift. When com can be raised at the trifling expense of ten cents to the 
bushel, the farmer can rear and maintain poultry to as great an extent as he 
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pleases, and not only will his money be increased, but tbe liealtli of his 
household be enhanced and their domestic comfort be greatly promoted. — 
Having briefly presented the facts, to persuade that it mil pay, we proceed 
to the " Locus Vexatus " in the subject, and must meet the question : What 
kind of chickens shall we keep? With many this is not a difficult matter 
to decide. As with apples in the olden times, so with fowls now. Every 
man prides himself upon having the best breed — they lay the largest eggs 
and occasionally two per day ! And their flesh is ahead of anything out — 
of an egg shell ! Such breeds of course will be kept by such men, and by 
but few others. In adopting any variety of poultry — and I should recom- 
mend to most persons to keep but one breed, and to keep that one well — 
we require, first, hardihood of constitution. This point should be regarded 
as of vital importance. Next to this, should be placed prolificness. We 
keep the hen generally for her eggs, and the one that in a given time will 
furnish the lai'gest number and the largest eggs, too, must have the prefer- 
ence. Then we place delicacy of flesh. Next, size. The moral qualities, 
so to speak — the tameness and docility of your breed, should not be over- 
looked. What, then, is the variety which combines to the greatest degree 
all these qualities ? The common fowl, which claims to belong to no breed 
at all, may be, and doubtless are, very hardy, or they would not live un- 
der the treatment they generally meet with. We concede to the Polands 
abundant in prolificness, but they are stupid and shi/, bom being nearly 
blind. The Creepers, too, are gi'eat layers. But most of usprefer turkeys 
to chirpingbirds for our tables. The Dorkings are acknowledged to be of deli- 
cate flesh. But I have found them of very delicate constitution also. Still 
I would defer to othei's who may have had a larger experience with them. 
The Black Spanish is very highly commended for fecundity, and if they 
do not belie theh reputation will be a very profitable and popular fowl — but 
complaint is made of them by some^ as being tender. We intend at some 
time to give them as favorable a trial as possible, and shall then be able to 
speak of them from experience. Still if these two last varieties were supe- 
rior in every other respect, they are greatly below the Asiatic fowls in point 
of size. We can only speak from personal acquaintance of two varieties of 
these birds — the White and Buff Shanghais. Of these two, I have found 
the White a tender chick — though of surpassing beauty. With regard to 
the Buff, I so far entirely accord with the opinion of M. B. Batoham, of the 
Ohio Cultivator, who recommends this bird especially to the attention of the 
American farmer. I find them, on trial, a robust, hearty fowl, more fruitful 
than any with which I have been acquainted — with great regularity laying 
their egg a day for weeks. For size they are very fine — the cocks with me 
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^•oighing 6-1 lbs. at six months old. An impression unfavorable to the qual- 
ity of their flesh, has obtained somewhat in the coiiutry, but why, I am una- 
ble to say, unless it be explicable on the principle that certain grapes were 
regarded sour among the foxes. For like those grapes, these chickens have 
been so high as to be thought too precious for the table. Still we have tried 
them in this direction also, and I would as heartily bear my testimony to their 
excellence, as I fared upon them when served np for dinner, as to their su- 
perior qualities in laying, morals and size. 



ESSAY ON FRUIT AND ORNAMENTAL TREES. 



BY CHAS. R. GIBBS. 



Read before the Rock County Agricultural Society and Mechanics' Insti- 
tute, Sept., 3rd, 1855. 

Somebody has said, somewhere, that the man who made two blades of 
grass grow where only one grew before, was a public benefactor. I think 
it may be said, with equal truth, that the man who, in this prairie country 
of ours, makes, a tree grow where only grass grew before, is a public bene- 
factor, and deserves well of his countiy. 

During the few years immediately succeeding the year 1847, every branch 
of industry in this country, was so depressed as to preclude all idea of im- 
provement in agriculture of ■ the mechanic arts. We were then burdened 
with debts incurred by the purchase or improvement of our lands, and the 
support of our families, aggravated by the loss of our crops, our distance from 
market, and the miserably low prices obtained for what little produce we 
could raise and find any market for. This state of things did not terminate 
with one or two seasons, but continued long enough to affect materially and 
injuriously, not only the pecuniary condition of individual settlers, but it also 
retarded immigration into Wisconsin, and drove away to California and Ore- 
gon, many of the best of our population. These things are matters of his- 
tory, daguerreotyped on the memories of some of us, and so well recollected 
by all as to render the mention of them here unnecessary except as an intro- 
duction to what I desire to say, as to the duty of those of us who have sur- 
vived the hard times, and are now in possession of the fairest portion of 
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God's eartli. Ouv country cannot now be called, wlLli much propriety, a new 
cdutttry; We have no forests to cut down, the labor of the pioneer, the log- 
ging, gi'ubbing and clearing, has been done by a power mightier than ours, 
and these unshorn prairies are only awaiting the ordinaiy labors of the hus- 
bandman, to transform them into fields of grain; fruits and vegetables. -We 
are now in reach of a market for anything which we can produce. Then 
why should we be compelled to pay three cents apiece for peaches and ap- 
ples, and two cents for plums, or abstain from the use of them, when they 
can be raised, and are by some raised, as well here as anjrwhere else. That 
is a question which is easily asked, and perhaps not very hard to answer. — 
Yet the answer may be somewhat suggestive. In my judgment, the great 
want of this country is fiiiit ; and I know of no motive that could ever have 
been presented to the minds of any people that should not operate upon us 
to produce it. We cannot now, when called upon by the nurseryman, put 
on a long face, pull out a long, empty purse, regret the loss of our hedge- 
row, the want of a market, and hope for a better time, when we can buy a 
few trees, or sell to some one willing to wait for trees to grow. If we were to 
attempt to play off this joke, (which would; five years since,have been no jokr,'^ 
It would be unsuccessful. They all know better. Times are changed. The 
better time hoped for has come, and we owe to ourselves and children, and 
those who are to come hereafter into possession of the lands we now pos- 
sess, to transmit these lands improved, cultivated and beautified, if possible, 
into their hands. We certainly should add something to the value of every 
acre that passes through our hands. I know of nothing better calculated to 
produce or increase that love of home, which is at the same time a protec- 
tion and ornament for our children, than the introduction and cultivation of 
fruits and flowers. No home is complete without them ; and yet how few 
are furnished with them. There is no better investment for the farm, no 
matter if one wishes to sell before his trees commence bearing; an orchard 
will always add more than double its cost to the market value of any farm. 
It adds to the appearance of a home, and we are beginning to estimate a 
man as much by the number and variety of his fruit trees, as by the number 
of his acres, bushels and dollars ; and I think it a safer standard, if there is 
any propriety in any of these rules of judging. There is a manifest improve- 
ment in reference to fruit, as in other respects, but I think not commensu- 
rate with its importance. We can tear down our straw sheds, and build 
bams and houses that are at once fit for use, yielding an immediate return 
for the outlay of cash and labor. Not so with fruit. It cannot be obtained 
so readily, and time is an object. A year's growth is of a very great impor- 
tance. It was the boast of an English nobleman, when speaking of a poor 
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man who had made himself rich, that although money would build fine houses, 
it would not provide the old ancestral oaks which were the pride of his fam- 
ily. It is true that those of us who are somewhat advanced must plant soon 
if we wish to enjoy. Who of us is there who does not love trees and shrubs 
and flowers ? Not one I believe. And although I have often seen men who 
would profess a total indifference to all these things, and say they were only 
fit for women and children, yet I never saw the man who would not pay 
more money for a place where fruits and shrubs and flowers were cultivated, 
than for a place of the same value in other respects, where they were not 
cultivated. I plead guilty to an unbounded afiection for trees and shnibs 
and flowers ; it may be effeminate, but certainly is not likely to be a very 
dangerous effeminacy in our day and generation. Very few are emasculated 
by it if we are to judge from appearances, and probably I should have escaped 
suspicion but for my usual candor, Really we are many of us very remiss 
in what materially affects our pecuniary interest, our good name in the es- 
timation of each other and "the rest of mankind." As a mere. matter of 
dollars and cents, every tree and shrub and flower put on your place pays ? 
It increases the market value of the place ; it increases its attractions for you 
and your family and everybody else. What is it about our old eastorn 
boyhood home that we cherish the recollection of most tenderly ? Certainly 
not the potatoes and corn and horses, hogs and cattle ; but shall we ever 
forget the old rusty-coat tree, the seek-no-further, spitzenburg, pound 
sweeting, and the old grape house with the superincumbent grapes, the 
old pear tree just behind it, the egg and damson plum, the black-heart and 
red cherries, the strawberries and raspberries, gooseberries and currants The 
purple and white lilac, snow ball, and the old red peony, on each side of the 
walk, an old half bushel with the bottom out, around one, and an old sieve 
around the other, of all the thousand things we can recollect are the most 
pleasant ; these are the friends unaffected by any changes, but those that 
increases one's attachment to them. And shall we not fmnish for our little 
ones these links to fasten them to home ? The cultivation of trees, shrubs 
and flowers forms an important branch of a farmer's education, and it behooves 
us in these days of improvement to see to it that we educate ourselves, and 
those emanating from ourselves, who look to us for right directions in all 
things. We have no agricultural schools or colleges, and if we had, the best 
part of one's life is spent, and the best part of one's education is obtained at 
home. Let us take, then, a proper interest in this branch of husbandry, let 
us begin by obtaining at once, (those who have not already done so,) a good 
variety of fruits, shrubs and flowei-s, encourage in ourselves a fondness for 
them, learn to graft, inoculate and bud, study the habits of the different va- 
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rietics, learn what are bi3St suited to our soil and climate, wliat are most pro- 
ductive, profitable, palatable and healthy, and I iirmly believe that a hand- 
some return for an outlay of thousands may be realized in the improved 
health of our whole population. I think that many of our most troublesome 
diseases may be avoided by a constant use of fruit, and the doctors' bills pro- 
portionalsly reduced. We have much to encourage, and little to discourage 
us, in the course I recommend. We have the means. Some have 
made experiments. It is ascertained that fruit can be raised in Wisconsin. 
The finest plums and pears I ever saw were raised in Rock. Our Society 
has been the means, to some extent, of disseminating a knowledge of what 
has been done, and may it not be the means of inducing greater and more 
general efibrt to show what can be done ? 

It is to be expected that I should be prepared to say something of the mode 
of propagating, cultivating, grafting, hybridizing, inoculating or budding the 
different kinds of fruit, and here I am free to confess, I cannot meet the just 
expectations of the Society. My object is rather to encourage a taste for 
this branch of husbandry, and show that the gi-atification will pay, for that 
is the universal test in this country, and leave the details to those who have 
studied far more carefully and thoroughly than I have, what is necessary 
to enable one to impart the requiisite practical information ; but if any one has 
doubts on the subject, as to whether fruits, • shrubs and flowei-s can can be 
successfully and profitably raised here, let him visit James Caldwell and 
Hiram Taylor and Dr. Mitchell, of JanesviUe, and our ex-President, J. F. 
Willard, of Eock, and many othere whose names do not now occur to me ; 
but here he can find occular demonstration of the truth of what I say — evi- 
dence addressed to his outward senses, and if in the proper season, he may 
comfort his inner man with most convincing and satisfactory proof. And 
now while farmers are building houses and bams and fences, enlarging their 
fields and crops and purses, while everything prospei's with them, while 
they are indulging their taste for fine stock, by the purchase of Morgans and 
Black Hawks, short horns and Devons, French and Spanish merinoes. South 
downs and Leicestere, Suffolk, Berkshire and Byfields, shanghais, chittagongs 
and bantams, is it asking too much that they should consider the claims of 
the fruits, shrubs and flowers that flourish so well in Wisconsin, do so much 
to improve the appearance of our prairies, put so much money in our purees, 
learn our children to love their homes, and leam us to love them too, elevate 
us in the estimation of the citizens of other states, and do so much to make 
Rock what it ought to be, the first county in the State in popidation and pro- 
duction, intelligence and wealth ? I think it is not asking too much. Let 
us profit by the example of those who have succeeded in raising good fruit- 
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Let us begin at once — this fall— and show that this Society is doing some- 
thing to improve the breed of men, women and children, as well as horses, 
hogs and chickens, and let it be said of us with all the force of truth, " By 
their fruits ve shall know them." 



